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PAP E RS 

RELATING TO 

PROCEEDINGS FOR THE RELIEF OF THE DISTRESS, 

AND 

STATE OF THE UNIONS AND WORKHOUSES, 

IN IRELAND. 

FOURTH SERIES— 1847. 

COPIES or EXTRACTS of CORRESPONDENCE respecting the 
ARRANGEMENTS with the BRITISH ASSOCIATION, for affording 
RELIEF in the most DISTRESSED DISTRICTS. 



Mr. Tkbtely.4n to Mr. S. Jones Loyd, Chairman of the British Association. 

Treasury, August 20, 1847. 

In order that there may he no misunderstanding on a subject which has Arrangements with 
many wide and peculiar bearings, I thiuk it will be safe to recapitulate in Brituu Asso- 

wviting the substance of what I stated to Messrs. Prescott, Spring Rice, and 
Cane, on the subject of Count Strzelecki’s plan for disposing ol‘ the balance of 
your fund. 

I recommended that you should not form any new independent machinery, 
which you might find it difficult to man^e, and which would produce the ini- 
pressiou that the lavish cliaritable system of last season was intended to be 
renewed; but that you should select, through the Poor Law Commissioners, a 
certain number of Unions in which there is reason to believe tliat the rate]iayers 
will not be able to meet their liabilities, and that you should appropriate from 
time to tipie such sums as the Poor Law Commissioners may recommend, for 
the purpose of assisting in giving out-door relief in certain districts of these 
Unions ; the expenditure for this object being conducted under the special super- 
intendence of the Assistant Poor Law Commissioners, who would take care that 
no misappropriation took place. 

This plan is substantially the same as that which was last recommended by 
Count Strzelecki ; and it would be attended with the double advantage of 
limiting the relief afforded by the Association, to those parts of the country 
which are undoubtedly the most distressed, and of supporting and strengthening 
the administration of the Poor Law, which is the great point of all. 

The further condition should be annexed, that the Poor Law Commissioners 
should be able to certify that the ratepayers were making such exertions as 
could reasonably be expected from them ; and then I think every practicable 
security will have been taken that the bounty of which the Association is the 
organ, will be bestowed aright. 



Minutes of a Meeting of the British Association, on the 26th of August, 1847- 
It was resolved : — 

1 . That the Committee is prepared to act upon the recommendation contained 
in Mr. Trevelyan s letter, read at the last meeting of the Board, in gi\'ing tem- 
porary out-door relief in those Unions or districts of Unions in which there is 
good reason to apprehend that the rate-payers may not be able immediately to 
meet their liabilities, and in which, therefore, extreme distress may arise. 

2. That Mr. Trevelyan be requested to obtain from the proper authorities in 
Ireland, a list of those Unions in which it is expected that distress of the cha- 

B 
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2 PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 

the racter described is most likely to exist, and also to instruct Sir Randolph Routh 

lion. to prepare depots of rye meal, in wliatever he may deem to be the proper 

localities in Ireland, from which relief in food may be afforded by the Asso- 
ciation to the disti'icts in question. 

3. That as it is the object of the Committee to extend relief to those parts of 
Ireland whicli may be unquestionably the most distressed, and especially to 
mitigate the evils which may temporarily arise during the period in which the 
new Poor Law may be only partially or incompletely established, it is desirable 
that this Committee, in selecting the proper cases for its interference, should, as 
far as possible, be aided by the recommendation of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
and that the aiiplication of the relief afforded by the Association should be 
superintended by the Assistant Poor Law Commissioners, calling to their aid 
and associating with themselves, wherever practicable, a limited number of the 
most resj^ectable inhabitants of each district to which assistance from the Asso- 
ciation may he afforded. 

4. That the said Poor Law Commissioners be requested to state to the Com- 
mittee what proportion of the jjopulation of each Union, to wliich the proposed 
relief is to be applied, they consider to be destitute of food or of the means of 
procuring it. 

5. And tlrat on receiving such statement, the Committee will consider whether 
any and -what grant shall be made to the Union in question, or any part thereof. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Mr. Twisleton. 

August'S,^, 1847. 

I HAVE the pleasure of sending you a copy of resolutions which were 
come to yesterday by the Committee of the British Relief Association, and of 
the letter from me to Mr. Jones Loyd referred to in them. 

You will find tliat the Committee have resolved to appropriate the balance 
of the fund at their disposal for the relief of distress in Ireland, in such a 
maimer as will support and assist the operation of the Poor Law, at the same 
time that it will accomplish the object of the subscribers, by ajipropriating their 
money in aid of those districts in wliich the greatest distress jirevails. 

This letter will be delivered to you by Count Strzclecki, the confidential 
agent of the Association, and after you have ascertained the wishes of the Lord 
Lieutenant on the subject, and have conferred with the Count and Sir R. Routh, 
I shall be obhged to you to inform me whether you are prepared to co-operate 
in the execution of this plan, either in the manner in which it has b^n above 
stated, or with any modifications that may be suggested by you ; and I will 
communicate the result to the Association, after which your correspondence on 
the subject iriU be with the Association and their authorized agents. 

The Committee of the Association wish to obtain from you, as soon as you 
can furnish it, a list of the Unions to wliich you would recommend that assist- 
ance should be given from time to time ^ the occasion requires (it beino- 
mtended that the grants of the Association shall be sti-ictly limited to those 
particular Unions), as well with a view to enable Sir R. Routh to have the 
depots ready, as for other more important reasons which will be obvious to 
you. 



Mr. Twisleton to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
September A, 1847, 

I shall liave great pleasure in giving all the assistance in my power 
benevolent views of the British Relief Association for the 
TT poor in Ireland *, and bearing in mind the financial condition 
ol the Unions in the most distressed districts, I cannot doubt that the bounty of 
the Association w'ill ^ be of essential use in alleviating human suffering during 
the winter and spiing months. I cordially approve of the general plan of 
operations. 

I already furnished to Count Strzelecki a list of the Unions to which I 
would recommend that assistance should be given from time to time as occasion 
requires it. 
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AND STATE OF THE UNIONS, IN IRELAND. 

Sir. H.U.Y, Secretary of British Association, to Mr. Treveltax. Arrangements with 

the British Assock* 

Committee Room, South Sea House, 

October ^7, 184“. 

1 BEG to enclose you the accompanying co})v of a letter I this morning 
received from the Count de Strzelecki. 

The subject of affording assistance to schools has been partially under the 
notice of the Committee for some time, but nothing hitherto has b^n decided ; 
the Count has in this letter re-opened the q^uestion, and resumed his arguments 
in its favour, and the subject will be taken into consideration, and be finally 
decided upon by the Committee to-morrow. Under these circumstances it 
would be of the gi*eatest service if you could favour me u ith your views and 
opinion upon the q^uestion for the use of the Board. 

Exci-osdre. 

Count Stezelecki to the Hon. Secretakies of tb3 Britisu Association. 

Agency of the British Association in Ireland. 

Reynold's Hotel, Duilin, October 24, 1S47. 

The melancholy accounts which I receive from the provinces compel me to bring again 
{he subject of the destitute children under j-our consideration. 

Ill my late communications I have directed your attention to the painful forms under wliich 
the life of the unhappy children presented itself to me last winter, and to the actual and future 
effects which the physical and moral degradation to which they are exposed, through hunger 
and nakedness, has and will have upon the fato of the country. 

I have told you also that the Temporary Relief Act, and }irivate and chaintablc donations, 
wliile meeting fully the destitution of the full-grown people, had seldom been instmmental in 
alleviating that ot the helpless children, who, in the general run and scramble for food, have 
been left behind hungry by' the way ; and I have added, that, seeing a separate distribution of 
food to them as necessary as that of screening them (the girls particularly) dining the day 
from the afflicting scenes in which they had been partly spectators, partly actors, I had, with 
your permission and sanction, tried this separate system of relief in Westport : and conscious 
that schools in general will be the most systematic and beneficial machinery for the issue of 
such relief, 1 had placed, in the first instance. 600 girls of the Roman Catholic persuasion, 
under the charge of the Sisters of Charity ; 700 boy's of tlie same persuason, under the super- 
intendence of the Catholic dean in Westport; and then to the children thus placed, and to those 
I found already in two Protestant schools of Westport and Louisburgh, amounting to 160, I 
have distributed clothing, and secured one meal daily, of which the cost averaged one-third of 
a jienay per head. 

That this assistance afforded to children through the medium of schools, whether Protestant 
or Catholic, secured to the community of Westport advantages beyoud those at first contem- 
plated, is borne out by the fact that the Finance Committee of that Union, composed of Pro- 
testants, Presbyterians, and Catholics, with Lord Sligo as their chairman, passed, on the I6th 
of September, a vote of thanks to the Association, in which, after acknowlwging the general 
benefit of the assistance afforded to the Union, they conclude by stating, “And while the 
wants of the destitute were thus provided for. an additional obligation was conferred upon us 
by the maintenance of our juvenile population in the several schools we were enabled to keep 
open ; and thereby not alone relieve their physical wants, but extend the blessings of education, 
so necessary for the well-being of society.” 

Now, impressed with the impending evils of destitution in the approaching winter, I have 
begged of you that I may be allowed to extend to otlier equally distressed districts in Ireland 
that system of separate relief which so well answered in Westport. 

The rarious arrangements contingent upon the above, w'hicli I transmitted to you in my late 
communications, and which I now will resume, consist in affording food and clothing to chddren 
through the medium of schools, and iii confining the sy'steni to those of the 22 Unions (specified 
in my letter of tlie 11th instant) in which such assistance will he Jound practicahle and accept- 
able-, and as, according to the last resolution of the Committee, and the concurrence of Her 
Majesty’s Government, the above Unions will be entitled to efficient relief when such will be 
claimed by the authorities, the proposed plan, therefore, as far as fbotl goes, will consist merely 
in determining that one-fifth, one-sixth, or one-seventh of the food granted to each of the U nions 
should go for the benefit of children. 

As regards clothing, which is of paramount necessity and importance, next to food, a couple of 
thousand pounds set apart for this object will be of the greatest charity ; and if invested through 
the agency of Dublin Ladies’ Reproductive and Industrial Society, would prove of a double 
benefit; for that Society, of which the Honourable Mrs. Newcombs and Mrs. Humphrey 
Lloyd are the active members, succeeded most wonderfully in fostering native industry amongst 
the females of Ireland, as their stores of frieze, flannels, drugget, and such like, attest, and are 
fully competent and capable to undertake the making and the furnishing of any articles of 
clothing required. 

And as to each of the 22 Unions there is being appointed a separate inspector under the 
Poor Law, it will be optional with the Committee either to confine to his instrumentality alone 
the allocation of both food and clothing, or to associate with him one Protestant and one 
Catholic gentleman, and invest them with tlie administration of the bounty which may be granted 
to children. 

B 2 
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ATrangementa with Finally, to insure the Cornmittee against the accusation or reproach that they adopted this 
suggestion only, I may be permitted to add, that I took the opinion of 
‘ ■ both Catholic and Protestant gentlemen upon tlie subject, and every one confessed that, in 

these extraordinary and exceptional times, when nakedness and hunger araoncrst children threaten 
them with most severe suffering and demoralization, the assistance in food and clothing t^iven 
to them through the medium of schools, of whatsoever denomination they may be, cannot be 
construed either into favouritism or indifference to the principle on which a school is to be 
conducted. 

For the better satisfaction of the Committee, I have also begged of Sir R. Routh, and 
received his permission to say that he will most willingly co-operate with me in catTyino- out 
any plan which the Committee may desire for affording assistance to the mJiappy children. 



Count Strzelecki to the Poor Law Inspector of each of the 22 Unions. 

Agency of the British Relief Association in Ireland, 
Reynolds Hotel, Dublin, 
November 6, 184-7. 

The Committee of the British Relief Association are deeply concerned 
in the fate of the unhappy children in the twenty-two Unions, returned as the 
most destitute in Ireland, to eacli of -which a separate Inspector has been ap- 
pointed, and are anxious to secure to them relief in food and clothing during- 
this and the ibrthcoming season of trial and misery. ° 

The Committee are of opinion that this can be effected more advantageously, 
and -with more chance of success, through the medium of the already existing 
schools, than in any other way ; and their "wish being, above all other consider^ 
ations, to afford relief to the hungry and the naked, and thus mitigate, as mudi 
as it lies in their power, the physical and moral deterioration of the rising 
generation, it is but just that schools belonging to every persuasion should be 
placed on an equal footing as regards participation in the bounty, and be dealt 
-\vith according as they are more or less in need of relief; considering, moreover, 
that such mode of proceeding with, all schools alike will not be open to any -well- 
grounded objection on the score of favouring one religious persuasion above 
another. 

The extent of clothing is not yet determined upon. The nature of food 
is to consist of a ration of rye bread, a higher standard of nourishment than 
Indian meal stirabout, and a porringer of -w^arm broth, seasoned with salt and 
pepper. 

The supply of rye meal, the expense of making bread, and that of meat and 
bones lor broth, will be undertaken and defrayed by the Agent of the British 
Relief Association in Dublin. 

The Committee having obtained for the above system of relief the appro- 
bation of the head authorities, are now anxious to apply its provisions to 
your Union, towards -which object they solicit your valuable assistance and co- 
operation. 

As a preliminary step, I would beg of you to communicate to me, at your 
earliest convenience, a list of the schools in the Union, with the number of 
children they actually contain, and the number they could conveniently accom- 
modate. 

I sh^l then be ready to place at your disposal the necessary grants and 
means for supply of food, the detailed issue of -which may be conveniently 
carried out through the charitable aid of the clergy, school-inspectors, and 
school-masters. 

It will be optional with you either to take upon yourself alone the allocation 
of grants to the different schools in the Union, or to act in concert with one 
Protestant and one Catholic gentleman of your own selection, should you see 
such association necessary. 

The securing to children one of the most essential elements of a school — the 
u taught to pray for — w'ill be the duty of the Agent 

of the British Relief Association ; the rest of the work must naturally depend 
upon you and the benevolent persons of your Union ; I mean that diffusion of 
order, cleanliness, and those branches of industry and domestic economy 
amo^st boys and girls, in which the Scotch industrial schools of Aberdeen 
and Dundee have set such noble examples, and which, particularly in Ireland, 
are of paramount importance to instruction. 

Any of your suggestions towards securing to this charitable scheme all the 
benefits which it is capable of procuring, will be received by me with due 
regard and consideration. 
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Count Strzelecki to the Poor Law Cojimissioxers. ^mgements wiiu 

the British Associa- 

Agmcy of the British Relief Association in Ireland, tion. 

Reynolds' Hotel, JOulIin, ^ 

November 4, 1847. was sent to the In- 

By the last arrangement between Her Majesty’s Government and the seiMted Umons’for 
Committee of the British Relief Association, it was agreed that the assistance their info.mation 
of the Association should be confined to the 22 Unio3is in the west of Ireland, . pa^e 

in wliich alone, according to the best information which the Government has 
been able to obtain, it is not in the po-wer of the rate-payers to relieve the whole 
of the impending destitution. 

I shall, therefore, request that you null be pleased to communicate to the 
Inspectors of the above 22 Unions that that assistance will be granted to the 
Union only when the Board of Guardians have made proj)er exertions to work 
out their own arrangements, and when it is clearly ascertained and certified by 
the Inspector that these efforts have been made, and that the extent of distress 
really exceeds all their powers of relief duly and fully exerted. 

The assistance of the Association will consist in rye-meal, and the rations arc 



to be issued in bread. 

The rations will be determined by the Poor Law' Commissioners, and a return 
in lal)Our exacted for it by the Inspector, if practicable. 

The expenditure and accounts for grants in money and food given by tlie- 
Association, will be reported and sent to the Poor Law Commission. Conse- 
quent upon the nature of food wdth which the poor are to be rationed, the 
necessary number of ovens which are required will be built at the expense of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury ; and it is highly desirable that the Inspector of each 
Union should, at his earliest convenience, report to the Agent of the British Relief 
Association in Dublin how many ovens will be needed in his Union, the 
required size, the kind of fuel for which they are adapted, and the probable 



cost of their erection. 



Count Strzelecki to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Reynolds' Hotel, DuUln, November 9, 1S47- 
I keep my issues within the bounds of great economy, and am reser\-ing 
our resources and power for a more advanced period of the winter, when the 
distress will have actually developed itself, and when our efficient relief will 
be more beneficial, and more appreciated. 

Tlie appointment of special Inspectors to the 22 Unions, the formation of the 
depots, and the queries relating to the erection of ovens, gave rise to some 
absurd expectations amongst the people about the extent of our gratuitous relief 
and assistance, wliich I found it necessary to sober down. Consequently I have 
acquainted the Inspectors, through the medium of the Poor Law' Commission, 
that the present reduced fund of the Association has compelled me to confine 
all future assistance to those Unions only in which it is clearly ascertained that 
all the efforts of the Poor Law Guardians had been made in developing their 
own arrangements, and that the extent of destitution really exceeds the local 
power of relief duly and fully exerted. I added, also, that any demand for 
relief by the Inspectors ivill be considered to have a stronger claim, where, in 
addition to the proved destitution, and want of local means to relieve it, a 
system of olitaining some return from the people in useful work can and will he 
organized. 

Meanwhile, to meet any extreme cases of destitution in the poorest dis- 
tricts, as in Bantry, BelmuUet, Glenties (island of Arranmore),^ I have placed 
10(J^. with each of the officers, so tliat every possible precaution is taken to 
promote the developement of the Poor Law provisions, as also to pre\'ent deaths 
occurring from starvation. 

I am very glad that my suggestion to the Committee as regards the relief to 
children in food and clothing was approved of. This kind of relief, besides 
being necessary and just, as charity, is more impressive upon the minds of the 
people here, and is more highly appreciated by them than a general issue of 
rations. It -will also lessen considerably the pressure upon the Union Work- 
houses, and make room for the able-bodied, which is of no less value. 

I am in daily communication with Sir R. Routh and hlr. Twisleton, and 
througli their respective channels you will be informed of every particular 
worth knowing as connected with the doings of the Association in Ireland. 
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thYBritl^'^AssKia- RESOLUTIONS adopted at a Meeting of the Committee of the British 
Association : — December 9, 184.7. 

1. That in conformity with the principle laid down under Minute 1160, 
the sum of 12,000/. be appropriated to the clothing the destitute children 
attending the various schools in the 22 western Unions returned by Her 
Majesty’s Government as the most distressed. 

2. That by an estimate before the Board from the Ladies’ Industrial Society, 
the cost of clothing each child may be taken at bs. \0d. 

3. That Count Sti’zelecki be authorized to proceed upon tliis basis ; and to 
take such steps as he, in concert with Sir Randolph Routh, may judge proper 
for carrying out the intentions of the Committee. 

4. That the attention of Coimt de Strzelecki be specially directed to the 
necessity of some effectual regulations to prevent the danger of misappropriation 
of the clothing provided for fiie destitute children. 

5. That a credit of 2000/. be placed at Count de Strzelecld’s disposal as a 
first advance for carrying into effect this system of relief. 



SSomTs“°„”;„c. circulars of INSTRUCTIONS to BOARDS of GUARDIANS and 
to and General their OFFICERS, and GENERAL ORDERS, issued by the COM- 
■ — MISSIONERS. 



CiECDLAB as to the Pbovision for Ocjt-door Relief : — Collection of the Rates. 

J^oor Law Commission Office, Dublm, 

_ July 1, 1847. 

} direet^l by the Poor Law Commissioners to acquaint you, that they have 
received from tiie Relief Commissioners the announcement of an intention to discontinue 
advane^ under the Temporaiy Relief Act, at about the period of harvest in August next 
As in this event, the responsibility of relieving the destitute poor in Ireland will devolve almost 
wholly on ihe Boards of Guardians of the several Unions, the Commissioners deem it right to 
call the special attention of the Guardians to the collection of the Poor Rates, in reference to 
certain clauses of the Irish Relief Extension Act (the 10th Viet., cap. 31), which make a 
material chanp in the Irish Poor Laws, and have an important bearing on the nature of tho 
duties which the Guardians will now have to discharge. 

Until the passing of this new Act, the Guardians are aware, that tliey could le«rallv five 
relief to the destitute from the Poor Rates, in a Workhouse only. Witliregard to certain 
casses of the destitute, however, the law is now altered ; for the 'Guardians, while they are 
absolutely required to relieve those classes, in some manner or other, are vested with a 
discretionary power to grant the relief either in or out of a Workhouse. 

The classes of destitute persons in respect to whom the Guardians possess this new 

discretionary power are the three following : ^ 

_ 1st. Destitute poor persons, who are permanently disabled from labour by reason of old ase 

in6rmity, or bodily or mental defect. 

2nd. Destitute poor persons who being disabled from labour by reason of severe sickness or 
serious accident are t^reby deprived of the means of earning a subsistence for themselves and 
tlieir famihes, whom they are liable by law to maintain. 

TV^'i, s baving two or more legitimate children dependent upon tliem. 

\\ith respect to all other classes of the destitute poor, the Guardians are still not 
enfttled under ordinary circumstances, to grant any relief from the Poor Rates except in 
a \\ orkhouse only ; but at aU times when there shall be sufficient room iu the Workhouse, 
the Guaidians are required to take order for relieving and setting to work therein, such other 
persons (that is to say, ^rsons who are not included in any of the three classes just mentioned). 

MusIrfortS Si “■* “PP”' '’I 

Alfhougli hoB'ever, under ordinary circumslances the powers of a Board of Guardians 
in reference to out-relief are merely such as ate abore-mentioned, special provision is made 
to ff *.y ‘I.® s“bon it is enacted, that if it is shown 

fair ‘ Commissioners, that through want of room or by reason of 

faer or infections disease, due relief can no longer be afforded in theWorkhouse orWork- 
hree rlosLr-tSTk !» included in any of the above-mentioned 

GuTriW of* TT *“!' Commissioners, by order under their seal, to authorize the 

r™rdGo * ?? O' ™liof to such persons out of the Workhouse ; and the 

howeitr is To^h*'” provision for their rehef accordingly. No such Order, 

relief Sen to P®.™"* *han two calendar months iVom its date, and all 

mnf bf rSewat rSm “““ “'U bn' still the Order 

r.S P“®«v® from the above statement, that the claims upon them for 
thiir todsSe bketoT'S the 15th of August next, and that the demands upon 

uSef the, ^ ^ ^ f “t®*® *®y b«ve hitherto been accustomed. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners cannot impress too strongly upon Boards 
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of Guardians the absolute necessity of their making vigorous efforts to compel (he 
collection of the Poor Rates, in order that they may have funds in their Treasurer’s hands, 
•when the new system comes into operation. The Commissioners are aware that the present 
period is not tlie most favourable for the collection of rates; but the circumstances of the 
case are so urgent, that they both justify and require extraordinary exertions on the part of 
the Guardians. If at the time when new duties are devolved upon them, they do not possess 
the requisite funds, the Unions will fall into a state of bankruptcy and confusion, ihe burdens 
of the rate-payers will in the long run be seriously increased, and the destitute poor will 
be exposed to much privation and suffering. The Commissioners, tlierefore, earnestly entreat 
and call upon Guardians collectively and individually, to make use of all their powers and all 
their influence in their respective Unions, to press forwaru strenuously the collection of the Poor 
Rates. 

The Commissioners will make an early communication to Boards of Guardians respecting 
the organization of relief districts, and the appointment of relieving officers. 

I have, &c. 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of each Union. 

Circular as to the Appointment, Duties, &c., of Relieving Officers. 

Poor Law Commission Office, DuUin, 

Sir, Juhj 16, 1817. 

The Poor Law CommUaoners are desirous of calling the attention of Boards of 
Guardians to those clauses of the Irish Relief Extension Act, which relate to the appointment 
of a class of functionaries hitherto unknown in Ireland, who are called Relieving Officers. As 
the approaching discontinuance of advances under the Temporary Relief Act renders it 
necessary to bring those clauses into operation with the least possible delay, the Com- 
missioners now call upon Boards of Guardians to issue advertisements for candidates. 
At the same time, it is proposed in the present. Circular, to state, for general information, the 
nature of the duties which Relieving Officers will have to perform, the qualifications which they 
should possess, the amount of salary which tliey should receive, and the number which siiould 
be appointed for each Union. 

1. Kverv Relieving Officer will have a district of an Union assigned to him ; and all appli- 
cations within that district for relief from the Poor Rates will have to be made to him in the 
fimt instance. It will be his duty forthwith to examine into the circumstances of every case, by 
visiting the home of the applicant, and by making all necessary inquiries into the state of 
health, the ability to work, and the means of such applicant; and he will have to report 
the result of such inquiries, in a prescribed form, to the Board of Guardians, at their 
next meeting. Under ordinary circumstances, the amount of relief to be granted in 
each case will be fixed by the Board of Guardian? exclusively; altliougli the Relieving 
Officer, in accordance with the orders of the Guardians, will have to supply the weekly allow- 
ances to all persons on the relief list, within his district. There is, however, one exception 
to his being wholly dependent on an order of the Board of Guardians in reference to the 
amount of relief which he supplies. This one exception is, when a case of necessity arises 
which is both urgent and sudden; and in such a case, he may give provisional relief on his 
own responsibility until the next ordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians, and no 
longer. This relief may be supplied either hy an order of admbsion to the Workhouse or 
Fever Hospital of the Union, provided there is room therein respectively, and by conveying, 
if necessary, any destitute poor person to one of those establishments ; or by affordin® 
such poor person immediate and temporary relief in food, lodging, medicine, or medicail 
attendance. 

As the duties above-mentioned involve the entrusting, to a certain extent, sums of money 
weekly to a Relieving Officer, he will have further, to keep a separate and full account 
of all monies received and disbursed by him, and likewise of all articles received and 
given out by him for the relief of the destitute poor in his district. He will have to 
balance such account weekly, and to present the same to the clerk for his inspection 
and authentication before every ordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians, and to the 
Board of Guardians at such meeting for their approval. He will likewise have to perform 
other duties subordinate to the above, which will hereafter be specified in a general order. 

2. With regard to the qualifications of a Relieving Officer, the Commissioners have to 

observe, that no one ought to be appointed unless he is able to keep accounts, and iinles.s he 
engages to reside in the district for wtiich he is appointed to act, devoting his whole time to the 
performance of the duties of his office, without following any trade or profession, or entering 
into any service. . . 

3. The amount of salary which should be granted to each Relieving Officer will 
vary in different parts of Ireland according to local circumstances and the laboriousness 
of tlie duties which may have to be performed. Considering, however, the great importance 
of securing the services of efficient individuals, the Commissioners think that the salary 
should in no case (except under peculiar circumstances) be less than 351. a-year ; while in 
some instances, especially in large towns, a salary of even double that amount will not be 

4. In regard to the number of Relieving Officers in each U nion, the Commissioners 
think that it will be found, in practice, impossible to establish a general rule; and tho 
Commissioners bad intended to await from their Assistant Commissioners, a Report on the 



Poor Law Com- 
missionei^’ Instruc- 
tions and General 
Orders. 
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Poor Law Com- arrangements which, after consultation with the respective Boards of Guardians, might be 
missioners’ Insiruc- Jeemed desirable for each Union. The early period, however, at which the operations 
Orders°*^ Genwal ^nder the Temporary Relief Act are to be brought to a close, renders it absolutely 

' necessary that there should be no fui-ther delay in advertising for candidates for the office of 

Relieving Officer. Under these circumstances, the Commissioners make the following 
suggestions in reference to the advertisements ; although such advertisements are not to be 
considered absolutely binding as to the course which the Guardians will pursue on the day of 
election. 

1. Ill Unions under the Temporary Relief Act, Relieving Officers may be advertised for in 
the proportion of one to each relief district. 

2. In Unions or electoral divisions not under the Temporary Relief Act, Relieving Officers 
may be advertised for in the proportion of one to a population of about 12,000. 

In conclusion, the Commissioners have to remark, that next to the essential point of 
collecting a sufficient amount of Poor Rates, the success of the new Irish Poor Law will mainly 
depend on the fitness of the individuals whom the Guardians select as Relieving Officers. And 
the Commissioners cannot impress too strongly upon Guardians the paramount importance of 
their resisting all private canvassings and solicitations, and of their keeping themselves 
unfettered, so that on the day of election they may he influenced in making the appointments, 
solely by the comparative merits of the rival candidates. 

I have, &c., 

Arthur Moore, Chief CleTh 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of each Union. 



GENERA!. ORDER of the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS for Regulating the 
ADMINISTRATION of OUT-DOOR RELIEF : — issued to each Union in Ireland. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the several Unions named in the Schedule hereunto 
annexed, and the Officers of such Unions; to the Clerk or Clerks to the Justices of the 
Petty Sessions, held for the Division or Divisions in which the Townlands comprised 
within the said Unions are situate ; and to ail others whom it may concern. 

Whereas it is expedient to regulate the administration of the Relief of the Poor in the Unions 
named in the Schedule to this Order annexed, under the proviaons of an Act passed in the 
Tenih Year of the Heign of Her present Majesty, entitled “ An .4et to make further provision 
for the Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland,” and of the other Acts in foj'ce. for the Relief of 
the Destitute Poor in Ireland : 

We, tlie Poor Law Commissioners, in pursuance of tlie authorities vested in us by the said 
Acts, do hereby make the following Order, Rules, and Regulations, for the direction and 
coutroiil of the adraiuistration of Relief under the said Acts, in the Unions comprised in the 
said Schedule : 

Appointment of Relieving Officer. 

Art. I. — ^The Guardians of each of the Unions in the said Schedule, shall appoint so many 
Relieving Officers as the Poor Law Commissioners shall, from time to time, require or approve 
as the proper number of Relieving Officers for such Union, at such salaries as the said Com- 
missioners shall, from time to time, fix or approve; and shall assign to each Helieviiicr Officer, 
so appointed, such Electoral Division or Divisions, or parts thereof as the said Commissioners 
shall, from time to time, direct or approve. 

Art. II. — Tlie appointment of Relieving Officers shall be made in conformity with the rules 
prescribing the mode of appointment of Officers, which are contained in Articles 28 and 29 of 
the General Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, bearing dale the 5th day of June, in 
the year 1844, regulating the proceedings of Guardians, and the duties of Union Officers in 
Ireland. 

Qualification of Relieving Office7S. 

Art. III.-^The qualification of a Relieving Officer shall be as follows ; that is to say — 

No person shall be appointed a Relieving Officer who is engaged in a retail trade of any kind, nor 
who will not devote himself entirely to the duties of the office. 

No person shall be appointed a Relieving Officer who shall not have reached the age of Twenty- 
one years- 

No person shall be appointed a Relieving Officer who cannot read and write and keep accounts. 

No person shall be appointed a Relieving Officer who will not agree to give one month’s notice 
previously to resigning the office, or to forfeit one month’s amount of salary, to be deducted from 
the amount of salary due at the time of resignation. 

Security to be given by Relieving Officers. 

Art. IV. — The Board of Guardians shall take such security from every person appointed a 
Relieving Officer, as the Poor Law Commissioners shall approve, in conformity with the pro- 
visiops contained in Articles 3y and 39 of the above-recited General Order ; and the said 
provisions shall be alike applicable to Relieving Officers as to other Officers of Unions in 
Ireland. 
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Payment of Salaries of Relieving Officers. 

Art. V. — The payment of the Salaries of Relieving Officers shall be made in conformity 
with the provisions of Article 37 of the above-recited General Order; and the said provisions 
shall be alike applicable to Relieving Officers as to other Officers of Unions in Ireland. 



Poor Law Com- 
missioners’ Instruc- 
tions and General 
Orders. 



Continuance in Office attd Suspension of Relieving Officers^ Supply of Vacancies. 

Art. VI. — ^The continuance in office of Relieving Officers, their suspension from office, and 
the filling up of every vacancy in the office, shall be conformable to the provisions contained in 
Articles 40, 41, 42, and 45 of the above-recited General Order ; and the said provisions shall 
be alike applicable to Relieving Officers as to other officers of Unions in Ireland. 



Duties of Relieving Officers. 

Art. VII. — The duties of every Believing Officer shall be : 

No. 1. To attend all ordinary meetings of the Board of Guardians, and to attend all other 
meetings when summoned by the Clerk. 

No. 2. To attend at all such places in his district, at such times of the day, and on such days in 
the week, as the Board of Guardians shall, from time to time, direct, for the purpose of dispensing 
relief, and of receiving applications for relief. 

No. 3. To receive all applications for relief made to him within his district, and forthwith to 
examine into the circumstances of every case, by visiting the home of the applicant, and by making 
all necessary inquiries into the state ot health, the ability to work, and the previous earnings and 
other means of such applicant, and to report the result of such inquiries, in the prescribed Form, 
entitled “ The Application and Report Book,” to the Board of Guardians at their next ordinary 
meeting. 

No. 4. Tn every case of sudden and urgent necessity, to afford such provisional relief to the 
destitute person as shall be requisite in the manner provided by law, that is to say, either by an 
order of admission to the Workhouse or Fever Hospital of the Union, provided there be room therein 
respectively, and by conveying any destitute poor person thereto, if necessary; or by affording such 
poor person immediate and temporary relief in food, lodging, medicine, or medical attendance, 
until the nest ordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians. 

No. 5. To report to the Board of Guardians at their next ordinary meeting all cases in which he 
shall have given provisional relief, and the nature and cost of the relief so afforded, in the pre- 
scribed Form, entitled “ The Application and. Report Book,” and to take the directions of the 
Board of Guardians regarding any further relief to be afforded in every case so reported. 

No. 6. Duly and punctually to dispense the weekly allowances of poor persons belonging to his 
district, and to relieve all poor persons within his district as directed by the Board of Guardians, 
and authorized by the signature and initials of the Chairman of the Meeting, in the columns pro- 
vided for the purpose in the prescribed Form, entitled ** The Application and Report Book.” 

No. 1. To keep a separate, full, and true account of all sums and 'articles dispensed by him for 
or on account of the relief of each poor person in the District for which be shall be appointed to 
act, in the prescribed Form, entitled " The Out-doot Relief List.” 

No. S. To keep a separate, fuU, and true account of all sums or articles received by him from 
the Board of Guardians, and expended or dispensed by him on the account of each Electoral Divi- 
sion in his District, or the Union at large, as the case may be, in the prescribed Form, entitled the 
“ Weekly Receipt and Expenditure Book,” and to balance the same weekly. 

No. 9. To present the prescribed Books of Accounts, severally entitled “ The Out-door Rdief 
List” and “ Weekly Receipt and Expenditure Book,” to the clerk for his inspection and authen- 
tication before every ordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians, and to the Board of Guardians 
at such meeting. 

No. 10. In no case to take credit in his Accounts, or enter as paid or given, any money or other 
articles which shall not have been paid or given previously to the taking of such credit, or the 
making of such entry. 

No. II. To make out at the end of each half-jear, list of all persons relieved at the charge of each 
electoral division, or the Union at large, in his district, in the Form prescribed for that purpose, 
entitled “ List of Destitute Persons relieved out of the Workhouse and to post, or cause to be 
posted, copies of the same in such public places as the Board of Guardians shall direct. 

No. 12. To submit to the Auditor of the Union all his books, accounts, and vouchers, at such 
place and time, and in such manner as may be required by the regulations of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners in force at the time. 

No. 13. To observe and execute all lawful orders and directions of the Board of Guardians 
applicable to his office. 



Further Duties of the Clerk of the Union. 

Art. VIII.— The Clerk of the Union shall perform the following duties in additon to those 
assigned to him in Article 47 of the General Order above recited : 

No. 1. He shall keep and punctually enter up the Out-door Relief Register, in the form herein 
prescribed. 

No. 2. Previously to every weekly meeting of the Guardians, he shall examine the Out-door 
Relief Listand “ Weekly Receipt and Expenditure Book” of each Relieving Officer in the Union, 
and authenticate, by his initials, the correctness of the same, if found to be correct. 
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No. 3. He shall enter in the Relieving Officer’s “ Application and Report Booh” the decision and 
order of the Board of Guardians on each application for relief, and submit the same to the chair- 
man of the meeting for his signature or initials j and shall by reference to the “ Out-door Relief 
Register,” when approved and signed, show, in the columns provided for that purpose in the 
” Application and Report Booh,” to what acccount any person so ordered to be relieved is charge- 
able, and shall attest the entries in the said columns by his initials. 

No. 4. He shall keep and punctually enter up from the Out-door Relief Lists of the Relieving 
Officers, the prescribed Form of Account, entitled the “ Abstract of the Out-door Relief Lists,” 
and make up the same at the end of each half-year, and transfer the totals to proper columns, to be 
provided for that purpose, in the half-yearly abstract of the accounts of the Union. 

No. 5. He shall prepare for signature by the Guardians, and shall himself countersign, all 
cheques drawn on the Treasurer, and all orders made on tradesmen or other contractors, in favour 
of the Relieving Officers, and enter proper records thereof in the Minutes of Proceedings of the 
Guardians. 

No. 6. He shall perform all lawful orders and directions of the Board of Guardians applicable to 
his office, as now constituted. 



Further Proceedings of the Board of Guardians in the Administration of Relief 

Art. IX. — The Guardians of tlie Union shall at each weekly meeting proceed as follows : 

No. 1. They shall consider all applications for relief, and the particulars relating to each case as 
entered in the “ Application and Report Book” of each of the Relieving Officers, and shall decide 
whether any, and if so, what relief or further relief shall he granted in each individual case ; and 
the d.ecision of the Board shall be forthwith recorded in the said book, to be authorized, if legal, by 
the signature or initials of tbe chairman of the meeting, in the columns respectively provided for 
the purpose. 

No. 2. They shall examine the several hooks of the Relieving Officers, and see that they are 
regularly authenticated, as hereinbefore is provided, by the clerk of the Union. 

No. 3. They shall examine, approve, and correct, if necessary, the “ Out-door Relief Register 
and the “ Out-door Relief Register,” when so approved, shall be signed by the chairman of the 
meeting, and countersigned by the clerk. 

No. 4. They shall direct such cheques to be drawn on the Treasurer, and such orders to be made 
on^'^'iesmen or other contractors, in favour of the Relieving Officers, as, after examination of their 
‘ Weekly Receipt and Expenditure Books,” and in reference to the balances standing at foot of those 
accounts, shall appear to he necessary to provide the Relieving Officers with the means of affording 
relief to the destitute persons in their several districts j and every such cheque or order shall be 
signed by the chairman of the meeting, and two Guardians, and countersigned by the cleric. 

^ necessary directions for carrying into execution the Acts now in force 

f Destitute Poor in Ireland, consistently with their powers and duties aa Guardians 



Forms of Out-Boor Relief Register, and of the Books of Account referred to in this Order. 

Art X.— And we do hereby prescribe the Forms contained in Schedule B, to this Order 
annexed,_and severally entitled “The Out-door ReUef Register,” “The Relievina- Officer’s 
Appheatmn md Report Book,” “ The Out-door Relief iList,” “ The Relieving Officer’s 
W eekJy Receipt and Expenditure Book,” “ The Abstract of the Out-door Relief LUts,” and 
of Destitute Persons relieved out of the Workhouse,” and direct the same to be used by 
the Guardians and their Officers, in accordance with the Rules and Regulations hereinbefore 



Schedule A. 



Abbeyleix 

Antrim 

Ardee 

Armagh 

Athlone 

Athy 

Bailieborough 

Ballina 

Ballinasloe 

Ballinrobe 

Ballycastle 

Ballymena 

Ballymoney 

Ballyshanuon 

Balrothery 

Baltinglaas 

Banbridge 

Bandon 



Names of Unions. 



Bantry 

Belfast 

Boyle 

C^irciveen 

Callan 

Carlow 

CarrickmacrosB 
Carrick-on -Shannon 
Carrick-on-Suir 

Cashel 

Castlebar 

Castleblaney 

Castlederg 

Castlerea 

Cavan 

Celbridge 

Clifden 

Clogheen 



Clogher 

Clones 

Clonmel 

Coleraine 

Cookstown 

Cootehili 

Cork 

Donegal 

Downpatridc 

Drogheda 

Dublin, North 

Dublin, South 

Dundalk 

Dunfanaghy 

Dungannon 

Dungarvan 

Dunmanway 

Dunsbaughlin 



Edenderry 

Ennis 

Enniscorthy 

Enniskillen 

Ennistymon 

Fermoy 

Galway 

Glenties 

Gorey 

Gort 

Gortin 

Granard 

Inishowen 

Kanturk 

Kells 

Kenmare 

Kilfceel 

Kilkenny 
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Killarney 


Lurgan 


New Ross 


Skibbereen 


Poor Law Com- 


Kilmallock 


Macroom 


Newry 


Sligo 


missioners’ Instruc- 


Kilrush 


IVJagherafelt 


Newtownards 


Strabane 


tions and General 


Kinsale 


Mallow 


Newtownlimavady 


Stranorlar 


Orders. 


Larne 


Manorhamilton 


Oldcastle 


Swineford 


— 


Lctterkemiy 


Middleton 


Omagh 


Thurles 




Limerick 


Milford 


Parsonstown 


Tipperarv 




Lisburn 


Mohill 


Rathdown 


Tralee 




Lismure 


Monaghan 


Rathdrnm 


Trim 




Lisnaskea 


Moiintmelick. 


Ratbkeale 


Tuam 




Listowel 


Mullingar 


Roscommon 


Tullamore 




Loudonderry 


Naas 


Roscrea 


Waterford 




Longford 


Navan 


Scaviff 


Westport 




Loughrea 

Lowtherstown 


Nenagh 

Newcastle 


Shillelagh 


Wexford 





Schedule B. 



Form I. — The Out-Door Relief Register. — Register of Persons relieved out of the 
Union Workhouse under the Act 10 Vlcr., cap. 31, sec. 11. 



1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


6. 


7. 


8 . 


9. 


10. 


n. 


- 12. 


No. 


Date 

first 

relieTed. 


Surname. 


Sex. 


Age. 


Employ- 
ment or 
calling. 


Married 

Single. 


Name of 
Wife OP 
HusUaod 


No. of 
Childreo 


Date of 
Applica- 
tion for 
Belief. 


Electoral Divi- 
sion in which 
resident at 
the time of 
beginning to 
receive relief. 


Townlsnd in 

dent at the 
lime of be- 
ginning to 
receive relief. 


1 
























2 
























3 
























4 
























5 
























6 












1 











'ihe Out-Door Relief Register Book is to contain the following particulars touching every 
Person relieved Out of the Workhouse, arranged in the following order. 

1. Tlie numher of the person’s name. i. 

2. The date when first relieved. 

3. The name and surname. 

4. The sex. 

5. The age. 

6. The employment or calling. 

7. Whether married or single. 

8. Name of the wife or husband. 

9. Number of children. 

10. Date of application for relief. 

1 1 . The electoral division in which resident at the time of beginning to receive relief. 

12. The townlandin which resident at the time of beginning to receive relief. 
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Form VI. 

Union. 



List of Destitute Person’s relieved out of the Workhouse in the District, during 

the Half-year ended 18 . 





1 

i Reiideace. 




Cost of Relief afforded. 


i 


chargeable. 


Money. | 


! Rind. 


1 

1 


Total. 










£ 


1 

! 1 

! 

i 




£ 




■ d. 

\ 


£ 




d. 



Given under our hands and seal, this second 
day of August, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-seven. 
(Seal.) Geo. Nicholls. 

Edmond W. Head. 

I, Sir George Grey, Baronet, one of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, do allow 
this Order to take effect immediately from this day. 

As witness my hand, this fifth day of August, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-seven. 

G. Grey. 

Issue the Order, 
llth August, 1847, 

E. T. B. Twisleton. 



Circular as to Qualifications of Relieving Officers. 

Poor Laic Commission Office, 

Sir, Duhlin, August 

In reference to the approaching elections of Relieving Officers, the Commissioners have to 
state, that objections have been raised to the disqualification imposed by the Commissioners for 
that office, of persons exercising a retail trade. The Commissioners, therefore, deem it right to 
state the reasons on irhich that disqualification is founded, and to point out at the same time 
the description of individuals whom it would be desirable to select as Relieving Officers. 

In the first place, there is no doubt that the duties of a Relieving Officer, if properly per- 
formed, will take up the whole of one individual’s time. Now, if any one holding that situation 
were permitted, notivithstanding, to keep a shop, this would be a coustant temptation to him to 
neglect his public duties for the sake of his private interests. 

In the next place, a Relieving Officer will be supposed to be a person of considerable influence 
in his district, inasmuch as the views taken by the Guardians of the cases of applicants for relief 
will be believed to depend to a considerable extent on his representations. Hence an unscru- 
pulous Relieving Officer who kept a shop would be able by indirect means to obtain customers 
amongst the poorer classes ; even in the case of a thoroughly honest individual, customers might, 
without any effort on his part, be attracted to his shop, under the idea that they would thus 
conciliate his favour ; and although it might sometimes happen that considerations of this kind 
would really have no influence on any party, there would almost always be some handle for 
unpleasant suspicions, which it is better to prevent by timely precaution, than merely to devise 
a remedy for them when they have once arisen. 

With regard to the description of persons who are best adapted for the duties of Relieving 
Officers, the Commissioners desire to draw especial attention to individuals who woidd be denied 
eligible candidates for the police force. The main point to be looked to is intelligence in be- 
coming thoroughly acquainted with the circumstances of each applicant for relief ; and tliis 
again would imply considerable activity in order to obtain trustworthy informaiion from various 
sources. But neither intelligence nor activity alone would render any one a good Relieving 
Officer ; be ought also to possess firmness of mind, so as to be enabled in the discharge of his 
duty to resist intimidation, from whatever quarter it might come, and in whatever form it might 
present itself. 

I have. Sec. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians Arthur Moore, Chiffi Clerk, 

of each Union. 



Poor Law Cmu- 
mi-si-n-Ts’ Instruc- 
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Poor Law Com- 
missioneis’ Instruc- 
tions ani General 
Orders. 



CiRcutA-R accompanying Ocjt-doob Relief Register. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Duhlin, 

S,[i^ August 11, T847. 

The Poor Law Commissioners forward herewith their General Order, regulating the 
administration of relief, under the statute 10 Viet., cap. 31, and the other Acts in force for the 
relief of the destitute poor in Ireland. 

The Order bears date the 2nd insf., and Secretary Sir G. Grey’s assent to its immediate 
operation is set forth at foot of the Order, bearing date the 5th instant. 

The Commissioners are required by the 11th section of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act, 
to cause a book, entitled the “Out-door Relief Register,” to be printed, and to furnish that 
book to the clerk of every Union in Ireland. 

The Commissioners have directed an Out-door Relief Register to be forwarded to you ac- 
cordingly. 

The other books of account, the forms of which are prescribed by the General Order, will 
he forwarded at once to each Union by the printer, Mr. Thom, of 87, Abbey-sli’cct, on his 
receiving the order of the Board of Guardians, which the Commissioners request may be given 
without ’’delay, as it is most desirable that the books should be in the hands of the officers who 
are to administer out-door relief, as soon as possibleafter their appointment. 

I have, &c., 

To the Clerk to the Guardians C. l'\''.vLMiSLEy,/(?r Chief Clei-h 

of each Union. 



Circular as to the Admjnistr.ation of Out-door Relief. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, \‘ith August, ikif . 

The Poor Law Commissioners deem it right to address tire Board of Guardians on 
some points which will arise in carrying into effect the General Order of the Commissioners, 
dated the 2nd instant. 

In commencing their operations under tire 10th Viet., c. 31, the Guardians will bear in mind, 
the state of the law, as pointed out to them in the Commissioners’ Circular of the 1st ultimo. 

The Commissioners again enumerate the several classes of destitute persons who can legally 
receive relief out of the workhouse under the first section of the Act; tliat is to say — 

1. Destitute persons who are permanently disabled from labour by reason of old age, iofirmity, or 
bodily or mental defect. 

2. Destitute poor persons who, being disabled from labour by reason of severe sickness or serious 
accident, are thereby deprived of the means of earning a subsistence for themselves and their fami- 
lies, whom they are liable by law to maintain. 

3. Destitute poor widows having two or more legitimate children dependent on them. 

These are the only classes who can at present receive Out-door Relief of any kind from the 
Board of Guardians; and it is to the mode of procedure in bringing all such cases of dratitution 
on the Out-door Relief Books, and in dispensing to them the relief which may be requisite iu 
each case, that the Commissioners have now to call the attention of the Guardians. 

In Article VII. , No. 2, of the General Order, the Relieving Officer is directed to attend at 
such places in his district, at such times of the day, and on such days of the week as the Board 
of Guardians shall, from time to time direct, for the purpose of dispensing relief, and of receiving 
applicafiorfs for relief. 

To enable the Relieving Officer to perform this duty, the. Guardians will at once furnish each 
Relieving Officer with a set of books of account, as prescribed iu the Genera! Order. 

Secondly, They will fix the place or places in his district, at which they deem it necessary 
for the Relieving bfficer to attend in each week, for the purposes above stated ; and a proper 
station or room must be provided at the expense of the Union, for the use of the Relieving 
Officer at every point of his district, at which he shall be required so to attend. 

Tliirdlv, The Guardians will have to consider and determine the amount of cash or other 
means of relief which it may be necessary to place at the disposal of the Relieving Officer each 
week, in reference to the exigencies of his district. 

With regard to the last point, the Commissioners believe that the number of destitute persons 
falling within the three classes above specified, will be found to be a very limited portion of the 
population in each Relieving Officer’s district. The Relief Lists used under the Temporary 
Act will, as announced by the Relief Commissioners on the 31st ultimo, be pla.ced at the dis- 
posal of the Board of Guardians and their officers, and those lists may afford material assistance 
as to the names and number of the persons belonging to the three classes in question, but should 
by no means be permitted to supersede other means of inquiry, least of all such as must be made 
into every case by the Relieving Officer in person. 

The attention of the Guardians will be at once directed to the best course to be pursued, in 
dispensing relief to these three classes of destitute persons out of the workhouse. Under existing 
circumstances it appears most desirable, that the present accommodation in the workhouse 
should, as a general rule, he reserved for the relief of such able-bodied persons, not falling 
within the first section of the Extension Act, as may be deemed to be destitute ; and the Com- 
missioners are prepared to approve (for the present) the discharge of persons from the work- 
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house, -who may fall within any of the three classes specified in Section I., and who may be 
deemed properly and sufficienlly prodded for by a weekly allowance out of the workliouse, so 
lor^ as the causes of their destitution shall continue to exist. 

The question of relieving these classes in money or in kind must next receive attention. T,^ie 
statute, in prescribing food as the only mode of Out-door Relief to other classes, does not make 
the same restriction in regard to the three classes in Section I. 

The Commissioners think that the proved advantages of relieving in food, especially cooked 
food, are applicable to all classes of the destitute, but they deem it, on the whole, inexpedient to 
require that course to be pursued, under the present circumstances, with regard to the classes 
relievable out of the workhouse under Section I. Those classes, as already stated, are limited 
in extent, and the cases they include are of a nature easy to discriminate, and the relief, there- 
fore, in whatever form administered, is less liable to abuse and imposition than in other cases. 
For the present, therefore, and until the administrative arrangements are more matured, the 
Commissioners do not object to allowances of money being made to the destitute of these classes, 
where the Guardians may not be prepared to dispense relief to them in cooked food. 

The relief of destitute persons not falling within the three classes specified in Section I., must 
be conducted entirely by admission to the workhouse, until an order of tlie Poor Law Commis- 
sioners be issued, under the provisions of Section II. 

This order can only be issued by the Commissioners after it shall have been made to appear 
to them that adequate relief cannot be afforded to the last-mentioned classes of destitute persons 
by admission to the workhouse, either by reason of want of room, or by reason of the prevalence 
of infectious disease in the workhouse or workliouses of the Union; and wherever the Guar- 
dians consider that either of these contingencies have arisen, it is necessary that they should so 
express themselves in a representation of the facts to the Commissioners. 

Advantage having been taken of the present season as a fitting season to discontinue, in many 
Unions, the relief recently afforded, in food, to a great portion of the labouring population, and 
thus to throw them on their own resources, the Commissioners are reluctant, except on clear and 
distinct recorded grounds, to give effect to that provision of the 10 Viet., c. 31, which authorizes 
Boards of Guardians in Ireland, to give relief in food out of the workhouse to able-bodied persons, 
and other persons not included in the classes specified in the first section of that Statute. 

I have, &c.. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of each Union. 

Further Circol.\r as to the Administration of Relief under 10 VicT., c. 31. 

I^oor Laic Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 26tA August, 1847. 

The Poor Law Commissioners propose to offer a few suggestions in reference to those 
Unions in which the Guardians are convinced that it will become necessary for them, unless 
they adopt precautioary measures, to grant Out-door Relief to able-bodied men during the 
approaching autumn. When the operations under the Temporary Relief Act are terminated 
on the 12th September, the Poor Rates throughout the whole of Ireland will be liable for the 
relief of a mass of apparent destitution which, in some districts, may prove wholly unmanageable, 
unless the Guardians have definite ideas of the precise evils which are most to be dreaded, and 
of the best way iu which those evils can be counteracted or mitigated. The Commissioners 
deem it right, therefore, to make generally known the views which they themselves entertain on 
this important subject. 

The Commissioners think that the evil which is most to be guarded against is the necessity 
of granting Out-door Relief to able-bodied men; and that the main point for the Guardians to 
keep steadily in view is, to make their workhouse as extensively available as possible for the 
rebef of this class. 

On the difiRculty of preventing abuses in granting Out-door Relief to able-bodied men, the 
Commissioners do not intend to dilate. The experience and observations of Guardians as to 
what has taken place under the I.abour Rate Act, and the Temporary Relief Act, will probably 
have convinced them that although such relief may be administered with the utmost ability and 
most upright intentions, it is liable to many abuses. During the past year, indeed, it has been 
absolutely necessary for the preservation of human life, but still it is a matter of notoriety, that 
numerous persons have bad a share of the public alms, who ought to have subsisted on their 
own resources. 

On the other hand, very extensive experience has proved that relief may be granted to able- 
bodied men in a well regulated workliouse, without entailing the certainty of any very serious 
evils. Speaking generally, such relief combines the two important advantages — 1st, that those 
who are really destitute will accept it ; and 2ndly, that those who are not really destitute will 
not accept it. And this may be illustrated without insisisting on the decisive experience of 
England, by referring to what has occurred in Ireland, in connexion with the distress of the past 
year. 

Daring last winter and spring, the workhouses in Ireland were so lull that they contained 
more inmates than they were originally built to accommodate, and in some Unions it became 
frequently the painful duty of Guardians to reject, from want of room, some of the applicants 
for admission. This shows that relief in a workhouse will be accepted when severe distress 
exists in a population. 

On the other hand, the effect of a workhouse, in bringing to light imposition, has been mani- 
fested in a remarkable manner within the last fortnight, in North Dublin Union. During the 
week ended Saturday, the 14th instant, there were above 20,000 persons on the Relief Lists of 

E 
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Poor Law Com- the North CitT electoral division, and as the operations under the Temporaiy Relief Act ter- 
missiocer^lnstruc- jY,jna.ted in North Dublin Union, on the 15th instant, the Guardians on tlie 16th instant, had to 
Orders**° General ^jp^arent necessity of having to provide relief for above 20,000 

persons. On the •morning of that day, however, owing to previous arrangements, they had room 
in the •n'orkhouse of their Union for 400 individuals, and by offering workhouse relief to appli- 
cants, aided by some assistance from the Mendicity Institution, the Guardians were enabled, in 
the course of six days, to reduce the number on the Relief Lists to nearly 3000persons. This 
tends to sliow that those who are not really destitute, will not accept relief in a workhouse. 

The Commissioners do not anticipate that the results of pursuing a similar couree in the 
South and West of Ireland will be equally striking with what has occurred in North Dublin 
Union, but still the same principles of relief to able-bodied men will be found universally applic- 
able ; and it may be confidently expected that wherever those principles are acted on, the 
results will not differ in kind, but only in degree. 

In order, therefore, to carry out those principles, the Commissioners make the following 
recommendations in reference to those Unions wherein the Guardians are of opinion that it 
will become necessaiy for them to grant Out-door Relief to able-bodied men after the 12th of 
September, if the present mode of administermg relief is not previously altered. 

1st. To grant Ont-door allowances to destitute persons permanently disabled from labour. — The 
Commissioners think that such allowances should he sufficient in amount to prevent the necessity of 
begging. 

2nd. To grant similar allowances to widows with two or more legitimate children. The effect 
of this course will be, to place at the disposal of the Guardians, accommodation for the children of 
able-bodied men in the children’s wards. 

3rd. If the above measures are insufficient, to remove all the school children of the workhouse 
with the Schoolmaster and Schoolmistress, to a separate and distinct establishment, — such an 
arrangement, if made permanent, would he attended with numerous moral advantages to the 
children ; and no one measure would place at the disposal of the Guardians so much additional 
workhouse accommodation with such liltle inconvenience. 

4th. To hire a house or houses for the reception of poor persons affected with fever or other 
dangerous contagious disease, and to make use of such houses for the reception and medical treat- 
ment of such poor persons, in preference to the workhouse Fever wards. — This measure would be 
attended with the double advantage of giving additional workhouse room to the Guardians, and of 
diminishing, at the same time, the risk of infection to paupers in the workhouse. And it is to be 
observed, that an Order for authorizing Out-door Relief to able-bodied men, under the second sec- 
tion of the Irish Relief Extension Act may become requisite on account of fever or other infectious 
disease in the •workhouse. 

If, notwithstanding all these four expedients, it is still found necessary to grant Out-door Relief 
in any Union to able-bodied men, this would appear to the Commissioners an indication that 
the workhouse accommodation of the Union was insufficient ; and the Commissioners would 
willingly co-operate with the Guardians in enlarging the present workhouse, as far as is prac- 
ticable, or in the erection of a new workhouse. 

With regard to raising the requisite funds for this purpose, the Commissioners are not autho- 
rized 10 hold out any nope of their being able to obtain a loan for the Guardians from the 
Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners. The Guardians, however, might borrow the money from 
any Company, or from private individuals, under the 35th and 90tb sections of the Irisfi Poor 
Relief Act, and they might charge the principal and interest on the Poor Rates, provided that 
they repaid the principal by annual instalments of not less than one-twentieth of the sum bor- 
rowed. 

I have, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians Arteor Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of each Union. 



Page 19. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Duilm, 

Sir, 7th September, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, to forward to you a number of copies of the circular letter of the 26th ultimo, 
containing suggestions with reference to the administration of Out-door Relief; and I am to 
request that you -will furnish each ex-officio and elected Guardian with a copy. 



To the Clerk to the Guardians, 
of each Union. 



I have, &c. 

Arthur Moore, Chief Cl<mk. 



Circular as to Temporary Fever Hospitals and Dispensaries. 

Poor Law Commission Office ’, Dublin, 

Sir, 20iA September, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administeringthe Laws for Relief of the Poorin Ireland desire 
me to call the attention of the Board of Guardians of the Union to 

the provisions of the 14th and 15th sections of the Fever Act, 10 Vic., cap. 22, in reference to 
the temporary hospitals or dispensaries provided in that Union, under any orders issued by the 
Relief Commissioners on certificates of the Commissioners of Health. 

After the disbursement of tbe funds which may remain in the hands of the Finance Com- 
mittee and Relief Committees on the 1st of October next, the expense of supporting those 
hospitals and dispensaries canno longer be furnished by advances from the Relief Commissioners, 
but must be paid and provided, in conformity with the terms of the 15th section of die Fever 
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Act, by the Board of Guardians of the XJnioii ; and it is therefore necessary that the Guardians 
should be prepared to make payments for these purposes to the Finance Committee of the 
Union, from time to time, as necessity may arise, after the 1st of October next. 

The convenient course for transferring these funds will be, for the Finance Committee to 
make a timely call upon the Guardians, as occasion ma)' require, by a written order, directini^ a 
sum certain to be paid on or before a day named in the order, to the Treasurer of the Finance 
Committee, for the use of the Relief Committee of the electoral division for wliich the funds 
are required. 

On the receipt of such call or order, the Board of Guardians will, on or before the day 
named, draw a cheque on their Treasurer, in favour of the Treasurer of the Finance Com- 
mittee, for the amount required ; and the latter Treasurer’s receipt will, together with the 
Finance Committee’s order, be the discharge of the Guardians for the expenditure of the 
specified amount for the Poor Rates. 

The Commissioners are informed by the Board of Health, that the witliin-named are the 
hospitals and dispensaries for which the Guardians of the Union will have to make provision 
as above described ; and I am to request that you will immediately call die attention of the 
Board of Guardians to the subject. 

I have, &c.. 

To the Clerk of the Guhrdians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of each Union. 

Further Circular as to the Support of the Tempor.ary Fever Hospitals 
and Dispensaries. 

Poor Law Commission Offee, Dublin, 

Sir, Qth October, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
desire me again to call the attention of Boards of Guardians to the provisions of the 14tli and 
15th sections of the Fever Act, 10 Vic., cap. 22, in reference to the temporary hospitals or 
dispensaries provided under auy order issued by the Relief Commissioners on certificates of 
the Board of Health. As the maintenance of those temporary hospitals or dispensaries will, 
henceforward, depend solely on the Poor Rates, the Commissioners deem it right to call 
earnestly on Boards of Guardians to direct their special attention to providing Finance Com- 
mittees with funds for this purpose, in the manner pointed out in the Commissioners’ letter of 
the 20th ultimo. 

The number of inmates in those establishments is at present about 13,000; and it appears 
to the Commissioners that the condition of those individuals has the strongest claims on the 
sympathy and solicitude of Boards of Guardians. The fever patients belong chiefly to the 
most destitute portion of the population, while their weakness and helplessness prevent them 
from obtruding tlieir distress on public notice in the same way as destitute persons in good 
health. The Commissioners, appeal, therefore, to tbe feelings of compassion, honour, and duty, 
in the Guardians throughout Ireland, not to allow the inmates of the temporaiy fever hospitals 
to languisli iu unrelieved suffering, through the want of funds for supplying tiieni with the 
nourishment and care which their condition demands. 

Similar considerations require tliat the doors of these establishments should not be shut 
against new applicants. It is a matter of notoriety, that without them tliere is not sulBcient 
hospital accommodation in Ireland; and the effect of closing them would be, to prevent tlie 
separation of tlie sick from tlie healthy, and to render it necessary that fever patients, if they 
received medical attendance at all, should be treated in their own dwellings, which are too often 
over crowded, ill ventilated, and dirty. The Commissioners have the authority of the Board 
of Health for saying, that the result would probably be, a continued and increasing generation 
of malignant typhus fever, a tainted atmosphere, and a wide spreading of the contagion over 
the whole country. 

The Commissioners have to add, that mere motive of self-interest, without regard to higher 
considerations, render it advisable to make ample provision for the separation and cure of fever 
patients. Although fevCT may commence its ravages amongst the poorer classes, it scarcely ever 
fails, ultimately, to visit the rich; and it is to be observed, that the mortality amongst rich 
persons affected with fever in Ireland, is nearly ten times as great as amongst the poor under 
similar circumstances. Indeed, melaucholjr instances will readily be called to mind by Guar- 
dians of highly valuable members of society, amongst the upper classes, whose career of 
usefulness has been cut short by fever, during the present year. Now, it cannot be doubted, 
that in the majority of cases the individuals adverted to, caught fever from infection diffused 
by the poor. — Hence, expenses incurred for the cure of destitute fever patients may be regarded 
to a certain extent, as a kind of life insurance to tbe rich who are in health. 

In conelurion, the Commissioners have to express the hope, that Guardians will jealously 
co-operate with the Relief Committees in carrying out the arrangements under the Temporary 
Relief Act, and that no material embarrassments will be allowed to arise from tlie circum- 
stance that Relief Committees and Boards of Guardians are not cemstituted precisely iu the 
same manner. 

The difficulties and dangers of the present period are so grear, that they can be onlv 
adequately met by the harmonious action of all; and it would be in the highest degree ilis- 
creditable to the country, if fever patients were not properly taken care ot', on aeoount of 
jealousies or misunderstandings between Relief Committees and Boards of Guardians. 

I have, &.C., 

To the Clerk of each Union. IV. Stanley, Secretary. 

E 2 
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Poor Law Com- Circular as to Contracts for Workhouse Supplies. 

missioners Instruc- 
tions and General Foot Law Commisncni Office, Dvllin, 

Orders. Sir, OctoSe?* 11, 1847. 

Tee Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, 
desire to draw the attention of the Board of Guardians to the necessity and importance of 
promptly bringing under review the subject of their contracts for provisions and other supplies, 
and the present state of their stocks of bedding and clothing, so as to be prepared in due time 
for any accession to the number of inmates which the present circumstances of the Union 
render probable. 

The Commissioners urgently desire and call upon the Guardians, in making such prepara- 
tions, to base their estimates on the a^umpiion that the whole accommodation which the 
workhouse affords will be placed in requisition. 

The experience of the past year has, in numerous instances, shown the serious results which 
arise from the Guardians undeitaking to relieve in the workhouse destitute persons for whom 
they are not prepared with supplies of clothing and bedding. Tlie Poor Law Commissioners, 
however, called the special attention of Boards of Guardians to the subject last year, before the 
distress commenced, and the Commissioners deem it their duty to bring the subject again under 
the notice of Boards of Guardians, at the present time. 

I have, &c.. 



Appointment of 
Chief Commissioner 
under 10 and 11 
Vic., c. 90. 



To the ClerJi to the Guardians W. Stanley, Secretary, 

of each Union. ■ ■■ ■ ■ 

Appointment of Chief Commissioner, under 10 and 11 Vic., c. 90: — extracted from 
“ Dublin Gazette” of Friday, August 27, 1847. 

Victoria R. 

Victoria, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
Queen, Defender of the Faitli, to our trusty and well-beloved Edsvard Turner Boyd Twisleton, 
Esquire, greeting: 

Whereas, by an Act passed in the eleventh year of Our reign, entitled '‘An Act to provide 
for die Execution of the Laws for the Relief of tlie Poor in Ireland,” it is amongst other 
things enacted, that it sliall be lawful for Us, from time to time, by warrant under Our sign 
manual, to appoint a lit person, who, with tlie Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, and the Under Secretary to the said Lord Lieutenant, shml have the control of the 
administration of the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, and the said Chief Secretary and 
Under Secretary, and the person so appointed, shall be styled Commissioners for administering 
the Laws for Ilelief of the Poor in Ireland : 

Now know ye that We, reposing great trust and confidence in your knowledge and ability, 
have, in pursuance of the powers vested in Us by the said recited Act, appointed, and do by 
these presents appoint you, the said Edward Turner Boyd Twisleton, to be Chief Commis- 
sioner for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland during Our pleasure, 
in addition to and togeilier with the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and 
the Under Secretary to the said Lord Lieutenant. 

Given at Our Court of St. James's, the 12th day of August, 1847, in the eleventh year of 
Our reign. 

By Her Majesty's Command, 

G. Grey. 

Edw.ard Turner Boyd Twisleton, Esq., 

Chief Commissioner for administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland. 



[Under the provisions of the 10 ^nd 11 Vic., c. 90, entitled " An Act to provide for the 
Execution of tlie Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland,” — that Act came into operation on 
28th August, 1847.] 



GENERAL ORDER as to the COLLECTORS’ ACCOUNTS of the COL- 
LECTION OF POOR RATES: — issued to each Union. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the several Unions named in the Schedule hereunto 
annexed; To the Clerk of the Guardians, and to the several Collectors of every such 
Union ; To the Clerk or Clerks to the Justices of the Petty Sessions, held for the divi- 
sion or divisions in which the townlands and places comprised within the said Unions 
are situate; And to all others whom it may concern : — 

Whereas by a General Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, bearing date the Fifth day 
of June, in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-four, addressed to the Guardians 
of the several Unions named in the Schedule to the said Order annexed, it was provided that 
the clerk of every such Union should perform the following duties, together with other duties 
therein particularly set forth, that is to say : — 

To examine and ascertain that tlie entries in the Collectors’ Books correspond with the entries in 
the prescribed Rate Receipt Check Book, and the Treasurer’s Book, and to certify the same 
by his signature. 

Previously to the first Meeting in every month, to examine the several Collectors’ Books and 
Receipt Check Books, and to compare the same with each other, and with the Treasurer s 
Book of Receipts and Payments, and to authenticate the entries made in the said several 
books respectively by his signature ; and at the first meeting in every month to submit to 
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the Guardians a statement showing the amount of rate collected in each Electoral Division 
during the month last past, and to forward a copy thereof, signed by himself, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners* 

And whereas by the said recited Order, it was further provided that the foliowinff duty, toge- 
ther with other duties therein set forth, should be performed by every collector of Poor Kates in 
the Unions named m the said Schedule, tliat is to say : — 

To attend the first Meeting of the Guardians which shall be held in every month, with the several 
Collecting and Receipt Check Books, and to lay before them, in a book to be especially kept 
for the purpose, a summary of the stale of his collection according to the Form (F.) to the 
said Order nnesed, together with the receipts of the Treasurer for all sums paid in during the 
preceding me tb. 

To attend every Meeting of the Board of Guardians which he. shall he specially required to 
attend. 

And whereas it is expedient to provide for a more frequent examination of the collectors’ 
accounts, and to facilitate the examination thereofby tlie clerk of the Union, and to make further 
regulation in this behalf; 

Now therefore, We, the Commissioners for administering the Latvsfor the Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, do hereby order, direct, and declare, with respect to each and every of the Unions 
named in tlie said Schedule, as follows : — 

Art. I. — The clerk of the Union shall, previously to the delivery of Rate Receipt Check Books 
for aiiv electoral division to the collector of Poor Rates for such division, number the leaves 
thereof with consecutive numbers, beginning with the number one,” so that each receipt 
and the counterpart thereof shall be marked with a number differing from that of every other 
receipt and couoierpart ; and the clerk shall place his initials on each receipt. 

Ant II. — Every collector of Poor Rates shall give receipts for Poor Rates from the Receipt 
Check Books so numbered and initialed, and delivered to him by the clerk of the Union, 
and shall give no other receipts for* Pour Hates whatever, on pain of dismissal from his office 
and prosecution for the penalties which he may incur by statute for a breach of this regula- 
tion ; and he shall issue such receipts in regular succession, and in the order of their respective 
numbers. 

Art. III. — Every collector of Poor Bales, iu addition to the Books and Forms of Account pre- 
scribed by any order of the Poor Law Commissioners, shall, for each electoral division ot 
which be is a collector, keep and dulv enter up a book, in the Form to this Order annexed, 
eniitled, “ The Collectors Rate Receipt Abstract,” and shall enter therein every sum received 
by him in payment of Poor Rates, together with a refereiice to the number of the receipt 
issued, ami a reference to the number of the tenement, for which such sum has been received, 
as the same is numbered iit the Rate Book and Colleciiiig Book. 

Art. IV. — Every collector shall balance the sums received by him in payment of Poor Rates and 
the sums lodged by him with the Treasurer every week, and enter up the totals of such 
receipts and lodgments in a .sheet bound up in ‘‘ The Rate Receipt Absiract ’ in the Form to 
this Order annexed, and entitled, “ Weekly Balance Sheet of Collector s Recetpis and 
Lodgments.” „ . i » 

Art. V. — Every c.olleclor shall submit his Collecting Book, “Rate Receipt Check Books, 
and “ Rate Receipt Abstracts.” to the clerk of the Union for examination, once at the least in 
everv fortnight, and if the Guardians shall so require, once in every week, , at the hour and 
on the dav, not being the day of meeting of the Guardians, which the clerk shall appoint for 
that purpose; and shall at the same time produce to the clerk the Treasurer’s receipts for all 
lodgments made by him since the last examination of his accounts. 

Art. VI. — The clerk shall, in examining the collector’s accounts, compare each counterpart, from 
which a receipt has been detached, with the corresponding entries in the “ Collecting Book, 
and the “ Rate Receipt Abstract,” and see that the sum for wliicli the receipt was issued,^ has 
been duly brought to account in each of those books ; and he shall ascertain and authenticate 
by his signature or initials the correctness of the entries in Iht'Se books, us well^ as of the sums 
total carried forward into the “ Weekly Balance Sheet of Collector’s Receipts and Lodg- 

Art. VI L— At the next meeting of the Guardians, after every such examiuation of a cohector’s 
accounts, the clerk shall lay before the Board of Guardians a copy of the “ Weekly Balance 
Sheet of Collector’s Receipts and Lodgments,” for each Electoral Division in the district of 
such collector. , „ , . . . , , 

Art. VIII.— Every Receipt Check Book from which all the receipts shall have been deteched, 
shall he returned forthwith by the collector to the clerk of the Union, and the clerk shall be 
ihereafier responsible for the custody of the same. 

Sealed with our Seal, this Twenty-fifth clay of October, in the year of our Lord 
One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-seven. 

E. T. B. Twislbton, 

Chief Commissioner. 

(L. S.) Wm. M. Somerville, 

Chief Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant. 

T. N. Redington, 

Under Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Cl.vrekdon. 

I, George Wiffiam Frederick, Earl of Clarendon, Lord Lientenant General and General 
Governor of Ireland, do approve this Order, 

By His Excellency’s command, 

Wm. M. Somerville. 



Poor Law Com- 
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Abbeyleix, 


Schedule to which 
Celbridge, 


the foregoing Order refers 
Inishowen, 


Navan , 


Antrim, 


Clifden, 


Kanturk, 


Nenagh, 


Ardee, 


Clogheen, 


Kells, 


Newcastle, 


Armagh, 


Clogher, 


Keiimare, 


New Ross, 


Athloiie, 


Clones, 


Kilkeel, 


Newry, 


Athy, 


Clonmel, 


Kilkenny, 


Newtownards, 

NewtownUmavady, 


Bailieborough, 


Coleraine, 


Killamey, 


Balliiia, 


Cookstown, 


Kilmallock, 


Oldcastle,. 


Ballinasloe, 


Cooteiiiil, 


Kilrush, 


Omagh, 


Ballinrobe, 


Cork, 


Kinsale, 


Parson stown, 


Ballycaatle, 


Donegal, 


Larne, 


Raihdown, 


Ballymena, 

Ballymoney, 


Downpatrick, 


Letterkenny, 


Rathdrum, 


Drogheda, 
Dublin, North 


Limerick, 


Rathkeale,. 


Ballyshannon, 


Lisburn, 


Roscommon, 


Balrotbery, 


Dublin, South 


Lismore, 


Roserea, 


Baltinglass, 


Dundalk, 


Lisnaskea, 


Scariff, 


Banbridge, 


Dunfanaghy, 


Listowel, 


Shillelagh, 


Bandon, 


Dungannon, 


Londonderry, 


Skibbereen, 


Bantry, 


Dungarvan, 


Longford, 


Sligo, 


Belfast. 


Donmanway, 


Loughrea, 


Strabane, 


Boyle, 


Dunshaughiin, 


Lowtherstown, 


Stranorlar, 


Cahirciveea, 


Edenderry, 


Lurgan, 


Swiueford, 


Callan, 


Ennis, 


Macroom, 


Thurles, 


Carlow, 


Enniscorthy, 


Magherafelt, 


Tipperary, 


Oarrickmacross, 


Enniskillen, 


Mallow, 


Tralee, 


Carrick-OE Shannon, 


Ennistymoii, 


Manor Hamilton, 


Trim, 


Carriek-oD-Sair, 


Fermoy, 


Midieton, 


Tuam, 


Cashel, 


Galway, 


Milford, 


TuUamore, 


Castlebar, 


Glen ties, 


Moltill, 


Waterford, 

Westport, 


Castleblayney, 


Gorey, 


Monaghan, 


Castlederg, 


Gort, 

Gortin, 

Granard, 


Mountmelick, 


Wexford. 


Castlerea, 

Cavan, 


Muliingai', 

Naas, 





Collector’s Rate Receipt Abstract Book. 



Union. Electoral Division. 

Abstract of Rate Receipts for Week ending 184 . 



Number in Rate Book. 


Number of Receipt. 


Amount. 


Observations. 


1 




£. *. d. 





. Union- 



.Electoral Division. 



Weekly Balance Sheet of Collector’s Receipts and Lodgments. 
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CiRcuLAn to Boards of Guardians, with General Order, as to the Collection of Poor 
Rates. 

Poor Laic Commission Office, Duhlin, 

Sir, Octolicr 26, lb4/. 

The Coinmissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, send 
herewith a General Order under seal, containing regulations which provide for a more frequent 
examination of the accounts of the collectors of Poor Rates than that wiiich has heretofore pre- 
Tailed in many Unions in Ireland. 

A further object of the order is to facilitate the examination of these accounts by the clerk 
of the Union, by the introduction of an additional book of account, in a very simple form, en- 
titled the “ Collector’s Rate-receipt Abstract.” 

Under the system established by this order, a collector is bound to issue a receipt for every 
sum received for Poor Rates : to issue no receipts but those contained in a Receipt Check Book, 
previously numbered and initialed by the clerk ; and to return to the clerk all the counterparts 
or blocks from which such receipts have been detached. 

In the next place, the collector is required to account, weekly, for everj' sum for wliich he 
has issued a receipt, to cast up those sums weekly, and to balance the totals weekly with the 
lodgments which he has made with the treasurer. 

The clerk is required to examine each collector’s accounts once, at least, in every fortnight ; 
and if the Board of Guardians shall require it, once in every week. 

In examining the collectors’ accounts, the clerk is required to see that every receipt deiachcd 
from a block or counterpart is accounted for, and that the sum appearing an the counterpart 
has been entered as paid. The clerk will also compare the iveekly totals with the treasurer’s 
receipts for lodgments, and authenticate the correctness of the balances. This duty of the clerk, 
although it is prescribed in the General Order of the 5th June, 1844, has not been, as the Com- 
missioners believe, duly carried out in all Unions, partly through the absence of such a form of 
account as is now prescribed, in which the contents of the block receipts are brought together 
and cast up by the collector, whereby nothing is left to the clerk but to compare entries and 
ascertain their correctness, as well as the accuracy of the totals. Such a system has for some 
time existed in several Unions, through the medium of a book of account similar to that 
called the “ Rate-receipt Abstract.” 

The Commissioners trust that the Board of Guardians will give their prompt and earnest 
attention to so important a point as the establishment of an effective system of accountability 
on the part of the collectors, and require exactness and punctuality from the clerk in the p‘r- 
formance of this part of his duty. If special assistance he at any time required for the per- 
formance of the clerk’s duties, the Commis>ioners wish that this portion of them should at all 
times be done exclusively by the clerk himself, and not by any assistant or deputy, except in 
the necessary absence of the clerk through sickness. 

The Commissioners are satisfied that the Board of Guardians may themselves exert a most 
important influence in securing due accountability in the collectors, by giving their attention, as 
a Board, for a short time each week or fortnight, as the case may be, to the examination of 
these accounts, or by entrusting that duty to one or more Committees. If the clerk performs 
his duty in conformity with the present order, the Guardians will, by inspection of the weekly 
balance sheets, be enabled, with a very slight expenditure of time and trouble, to exercise an 
effectual control over the proceedings of the collectors. 

Another influence, equally important, may he e.xerted by the Board of Guardians, or by a 
Poor Rate Committee, iu causing the names of individual defaulters of Poor Rates to be 
brought before them from time to time, in order that, where the collectors appear to be inac- 
tive, or to be under any influence either of fear or favour, specific directions may be given to 
them, and they may at once he placed under the alternative of doing their duty or losing their 
office. 

The attention of the inspector of the Union has been especially called to this subject by the 
Commissioners ; and he has been directed to give his personal attendance and assistance m the 
Guardians, or any Committee of the Guardians, when engaged in supervising the collection of 
the rates, as frequently as his other avocations will permit. 

I have, &c.. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians W. Stanlet, Secretary, 

of each Union. 



Circular to Collectors as to their Duties in the CoLLEcriorr of Toon Rates. 

P&OT Law Canmitskm Office, Dtd/Hn, 
October 27, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, call 
your attention to their General Order of the 25th instant, which contains several regulations 
relatinc' to the performance of your duties as a collector of Poor Rates, and prescribes a fonn 
of book in which you are required to enter and balance, weekly, the sums received by you, in 
payment of Poor Rates, entitled the ” Rate-receipt Abstract.’ 

A separate hook in this form is enclosed herewith, for your immediate use, in each elertoral 
division in your district. The future supply of the same book you will obtain, as in the case 
of any other book of account, from the Board of Guardians. 



Poor Law Com- 
misiioners’ Instruc- 
tions and General 
Orders. 



Puge 
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Poor Law Coni- The Conimissioners here extract for your infoiination and guidance, that part of the General 

miasioners’ Inst^c- Order which relates to the examination of your accounts by the clerk of the Union; and tiie 
Orders^ Commissioners now require from you a strict observance of each of the regulations made for 

that purpose, so far as they relate to your duties as collector of Poor Rates. 

“ Art. I. — The clerk of the Union shall, previously to the delivery of Rate-receipt Check Bcoks 
for any electoral division to the collector of Poor Rates for such division, number the leaves thereof 
with consecutive numbers, beginning with the number ‘ one,’ so that each receipt and the counter- 
part thereof shall be marked with a number differing from that of every other receipt and counter- 
part; .and the clerk shall place his initials on each receipt. 

‘•Art. 1 1. — Every collector of Poor Rates shall give receipts for Poor Rates from the Receipt Cheek 
Books so numbered and initialed, and delivered to him by the clerk of the Union, and shall give 
no other receipts for Poor Rates whatever, on pain of dismissal from his office and prosecution for 
the penalties which he may incur by statute for a breach of this regulation ; and he shall issue 
such receipts in regular succession, and in the order of their respective numbers. 

“ Art. III. — Every collector of Poor Rates, in addition to the books and forma of account pre- 
scribed by any order of the Poor Law Commissioners, shall, for each electoral division of which 
he is a collector, keep and duly enter up a book, in the form to this order annexed, entitled ‘ The 
Collector’s Rate-receipt Abstract,’ and shall enter therein every sum receiveil by him in payment 
of Poor Rates, together with a reference to the number of the receipt issued, • and a reference to 
the number of the tenement, for which such sum has been received, as the same is numbered in 
the Rate Book and Collecting Book. 

“ Art. IV. — Every collector shall balance the sums received by him in payment of Poor Rates, 
and the sums lodged by him with the treasurer, every week, and enter up the totals of such 
receipts and lodgments in a sheet bound up in ‘ The Rate-receipt Abstract’ in the form to this 
order annexed, and entitled ‘ Weekly Balance Sheet of Collector’s Receipts and Lodgments.’ 

“ Art. V.— Every collector shall submit his ‘ Collecting Book,’ ‘ Rate-receipt Check Books,’ 
and ‘ Rate-receipt Abstracts,’ to the clerk of the Union for examination, once at the least in 
every fortnight, and if the Guardians shall so require, once in every week, at the hour and on the 
day, not being the day of meeting of the guardians, which the clerk shall appoint for that pur- 
pose ; and shall at the same time produce to the clerk the treasurer’s receipts for all lodgments 
made by him since the last examination of his accounts. 

“ Art. VI.— The clerk shall, in examining the collector’s accounts, compare each counterpart, 
from which a receipt has been detached, with the corresponding entries in the ‘ Collecting Book’ 
and the ‘ Rate-receipt Abstract,’ and see that the sura for which the receipt was issued, has been 
duly brought to account in each of those books ; and he shall ascertain and authenticate by his sig- 
nature or initials the correctness of the entries in those books, as well as of the sums total carried 
forward into the * Weekly Balance Sheet of Collector’s Receipts and Lodgments.’ 

“Art. VII. — At the next meeting of the Guardians, after every such examination of a collector’s 
accounts, the clerk shall lay before the Board of Guardians a copy of the ‘ Weekly Balance Sh et 
of Collector’s Receipts and Lodgments’ for each electoral division in the district of such col- 
lector. 

Receipt Check Book from wliich all the receipts shall have been detached 
shall be returned forthwith by the collector to the clerk of the Union, and the clerk shall be there- 
after responsible for the custody of the same. 

“ Sealed with our seal, this twenty-fifth day of October in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-seven. 



E. T. B. Twisleton, Chief Cowmissioner. 

(X qx W.M. Somerville, I 

I L>ord Lieutenant. 

T. N. Redingtok, 

1 Lora Lieutenant. 

Llaresdon. 

‘‘ I, George William Frederick, Earl of Clarendon, Lord Lieutenant General and General 
Governor of Ireland, do approve this order. 

By His Excellency’s Command, 

W. M. Somerville.’, 

Z paymenl^ .s not made to you after legal and reasonable demand thereof, 

those powers, without fear or favour. In 
the event of any violent resistance being offered to you in the execution of your duly, you wBl 

of yoOT |rSingl°™ e™y necessary Listancl in support 

yc™lt and the public, that all such pro- 

hf, cootluotcd by you ra a strictly legal and formal manner, so that no advantage 

may be taken of any techmeal or other defect therein. a vaiuage 

some°mfcmLS^"'?¥‘°'' “u- '? respect, the Commissioners attach to this letter 

oHov Sl f e™ of the nature adverted to: 

SSiSy™ ff ■“ these and other Instructions which have been fur- 

if mS™ wS" .f” to the Board of Guardians, 

wn^ u necessary, will consult the Commissioners thereon. 

to whomSms'ei?,?" . °f ‘h® r»‘M " be closely observed by the Commissioners, 

to wnom returns of the collection in each distnct will be made every week • and on all occasions 
of appamnt failure or neglect of duty, you will be required to giCdtact eXati“ 
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Commissioners of your conduct as an ofScer, subject to their control, and holdino- vour office 
during their pleasure. ® ^ 

Youreelf and your sureties will also be liable to the Board of Guardians, on your bond, for 
any loss of Poor Rate incurred by the Guardians through your default. 

I have, &c., 

To Hack Collector of Poor-rates. \V. Secretary. 



References, Fomis, ^'c.,for the yuidance of Collectors :—anncxed to foregoing Circular. 

The powers of a Collector of Poor Rates are provided in the following Statutes : 

1. The '<3rd Section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, 1 and 2 Vic., c, 56, and the provisions of the 

Grand Jury Act there referred to, 6 and 7 Wm. IV., c. 116, Sections 152 and 153. give to collectors 
of Poor Rates — ® 

A power of immediate distress on the premises rated, after demand and refusal of the Rate ; 

A power, if the collector prefers, of laying complaint before a justice, after six days’ notice, and 
non-payment of the rate ; 

And a power of proceeding by civil bill for any sum not exceeding £50. 

2. The 78th Section of the Irish Poor Relief Act contains a further power, independent of those 
above stated, of proceeding by distress, as for recovery of rent, under which mode of distress not only the 
goods of the Rate-payer, but those of any other person found on the premises, may be taken. This 
power, _ however, is not available until two months after the rate has been made ; and the advantage 
attending it, of taking a stranger’s goods, if found on the premises, has been since extended to a distress 
made for Poor Rate, under the Grand Jury Act, by the 6th Section of the Irish Poor Law Amendment 
Act, 6 and 7 Vic., c. 92, which provides — 

_ “ That in all cases in wliich (under the Poor Law Acts) it is made lawful to levy any money by 
distress and sale of the goods of any person, all goods and chattels, to whomsoever the same may 
belong, found on any premises in respect of whicTi any person is or shall be rated as the occu- 
pier, or as occupier of which he is liable to pay the rate, shall be liable to be distrained and sold, 
as if they were the goods and chattels of such person.” 

Two legal questions of great and general importance have arisen under these statutes : — 

_ Firstly, — Whether a collector of Poor Rate can distrain under the Grand Jury Act, by virtue of 
bis own warrant from the Guardians, before the expiration of tw-o months from the making of the 
rate ? 

The Law Officers of the Croicn have all now concurred in opinion, that such distress may be 
made before the expiration of two months, that is to say, immediately after piillication of the Rates, 
and after demand of the Rale and refusal of payment. 

Secondly, — It has been asked whether under the 6th section of 6th and 7th Vic., c. 92, goods already 
seized by the landlord for rent, but remaining on the premises rated, can be distrained b^ the collector 
of Poor Rates ? 

The Law Officers of the Crown have advised that such Goods after being bond fide seised by the 
landlord, are in the custody of the law, and cannot be distrained for Poor Rates. 

3. The above provisions relate to the enforcement of Poor Rates from occupiers only of rated 
hereditaments. 

The proceedings to be taken for recovery of rates assessed on immediate lessors of tenements, at or 
uuder £4 or £8, as the case may be, are provided in the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th sections of the Irish Poor 
Law Amendment Act, 6th and 7th Vic., c. 92. 

The following Forms of Notice liave been provided by authority of the Poor I^aw Commissioners, for 
the use of collectors : — 

Notice to be served by Rate Collector on a Rate- payer, six days previous to summoning him as a defaulter 
before a magistrate, for non-payment of Poor Rate; under 1 and 2 Vic., c. 56, sec. 73, and 6 and 7 
Wm. IV., c. 116, sec. 152. 

Electoral Division of No. in Collecting Book 

Pursuant to the powers and authority vested in me hy the Acts 6 and 7 Wm. IV., c. 116, and 
1 and 2 Vic., c. 56, as collector of Poor Rates within the 

Union, I do hereby require payment from you within six days from the date of this notice, of the 
sum of £ . s, d. being the amount of Poor Rate duly asressed upon you m respect of 

your rateable hereditaments within the aforesaid Union, in my collection. And I hereby give you 
notice that the same may be paid to me within such six days, at my house or office, situate at 

in the county of , and in the event of your default in payment 

of the same, further proceedings will be forthwith instituted against you for the amount, together 
with all reasonable costa and charges attendant on such default Given under my hand, this* 
day of in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ftrty- 

Collector. 

Place oj Abode. 

To 



Notice to be served by Collectors on immediate Lessors, in case of non-payment of Rate assessed on 
them. — Pursuant to the Act 6 and 7 Vic., cap. 93, sec* 2. 

Sir, 

PonsuANT to the Act of Parliament passed in the session held in the 6th and 7ih years of the 
reign of Queen Victoria, intituled “ An Act for the further amendment of an Act for the more 



* This must be the day on which the Notice is served. 



F 
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effectual Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland,” the rate specified in the schedule hereunto 
annexed, ha been made for the relief of the destitute poor of the 
Union, on you, the immediate lessor, in respect of 

situate within said Union ; and inasmuch as there is now due and owing by you in respect of said 
rate the sum of £ as set forth in said schedule, — Talte notice that I, 

the collector of said rate by direction of the 
Guardians of the Poor of the said Union, pursuant to the statute in such case made and provided, 
require you to pay to me the said rate amounting to the sum of £ within 

fifteen days from the date of this notice. And further, take notice, that within fifteen days from 
the date o'f this notice, the said sum of £ above demanded, may be paid to me, 

at my situate at 

Dated and served this day of 184 

Collector of the Rate. 

To 



The Schedule to which the foregoing Notice refers. 



Date when Rate 


Name of Immediate 


Description of Properly 
Rated. 


Name or Situation of 
Property. 


Amount of 
Rate. 








i 

Sum due . . £ 


£. I. d. 





CoUectOT. 



CiRcuL.\R to Relieving Officers, as to their Duties. 

Poor Laxo Commiasioxi, Dublin, 

Sir, November 10, 1847. 

The Commi^ioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
enclose for your use a copy of their General Order of the 2nd August, 1847, for regulating 
the administatiou of relief under tlie Acts now in force for the relief of the Destitute Poor in 
Ireland. 

Article VII. of that Order prescribes the ^‘Duties of Relieving Officers;" and to this 
article the Commissioners call your especial attention. It is satisfactory to the Commis- 
sioners that 3 |ou should thus receive directly from themselves an official intimation of the duties 
which you will be expected to discharge j and they earnestly impress upon you the necessity 
of conforming yourself, in every particular, to the regulations which have been framed for your 
guidance and couti-ol. 

Tlie serions responsibilities of the office which you have undertaken should alone suffice to 
convince you of the prudence as well as propriety of your adiiering closely to the rules pre- 
scribed ; for by so doing, and not otherwise, will your conduct escape censure on any occasion 
on which it may appear that the benevolent purposes of the Irish Relief Acts have in any 
respect failed of their accomplishment. 

For example : should the funds necessary for the out-door relief of the poor not be provided, 
this is no reason why you should relax in the performance of such of your duties as you can, 
under the circumstances mentioned, perform. On the contrary, it will be your interest as well 
as your duty to use increased vigilance and exertion, lest on inquiry being made into the causes 
of mismanagement, any part thereof should be traced to your want of attention to your duties. 
You should, in such a case, not fail to receive -applications for relief at the times and places 
appointed by the Guardians, inquire into the circumstances of the applicants, record the facts of 
each case in the books provided for that purpose, and bring the whole under the cognizance of 
the Board of Guardians, whose duty it is to order or refuse relief, and to supply you with the 
necessary funds for dispensing relief. By such a course you will not only avoid censure, but 
will have done every thing w-ithio your province to remedy the defect of funds, by showing, in 
the proper quarter, the necessity which may e.xist for providing them. 

The Commissioners now call your especial attention to a most important section of the 
statute under which your appointment has been made j and in order to ensure your ac- 
quaintance with the e.xact terms of that provision, they proceed to quote it from the statute, 
word for word. 

It runs as follows : — 

“ Sec. VII. And be it enacted, That every Relieving Officer so appointed ns aforesaid, shall 
have power to give provisional relief in any case of sudden and urgent necessity, either by an 
order of admission to the Workhouse or Fever Hospital of the Union, provided there be room' 
therein respectively, and by conveying any destitute poor person thereto if necessary, or by afford- 
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ing Euch poor person immediate and temporary relief in food, lodging, medicine, or medical 
attendance, until the next Ordinary Meeting of the Board of Guardians, at tvliich meeting he shall 
report the case, and the nature and cost of relief so afforded, in such form and manner as the Poor 
Lair Commissioners shall prescribe, and after such report, shall give no further relief, otherwise 
than by direction of the Board of Guardians, in the case so reported; and the Guardians of the 
Union shall furaish the Relieving OfEcers with the necessary funds for affording relief in manner 
aforesaid, and for the relief of those destitute poor persons to whom relief shall be granted by the 
Board of Guardians, at such times, and in such manner as the Poor Law Commissioners shall 
determine and direct.” 

On a judicious exercise of your powers under this section will depend, in a great measure, 
the success of your proceedings. It was not intended that you should, in the exercise of this 
power, undertake, on your own responsibility, an extensive system of relief wltiiout direction or 
control on the part of the Board of Guardians. Should yon do so, and should you thereby fall 
into a system of indiscriminately relieving all applicants, you will be adopting an extreme 
course which will expose you to ovenvhelming claims, to much consequent embarrassment, and 
probably, to ultimate confusion and failure. 

On tlie other hand, you oiight, from a sense of humanity as well as official responsibility, to 
be easily accessible, and keenly alive to the existence of actual suffering from destitution : and 
the funds which may be applied by you, under your provisional power, to the relief of real dis- 
tress, and the prevention of fatal consequences from privation, will be rendered of the higliast 
value in a public sense, by the certainty of their having been well bestowed. Should any case 
of sudden and urgent necessity be brought to your knowledge, and fail to receive attention or 
relief, and evil consequences be the result of such failure, official inquiry into the facts will invari- 
ably follow, and you will be required to show that the failure of due relief was not owing to your 
neglect, or to abide the consequences of your conduct. 

The Commissioners doubt not that you will appreciate the full difficulty and delicacy of the 
functions which you have to discharge, and they trust, by the exercise of humanity, juclgment, 
impartiality, and vigilant attention to your duty, the administration of relief will be properly 
conducted in your district, so far as your office is concerned, and that neither imposture will be 
successfully practised by the applicants lor relief, nor that the really destitute will fail to receive 
the relief which has been provided for them by law. 

I am, &c.. 

To each Relieving Officer. . Stanlev, Secretary. 



RETURN of RELIEVING OFFICERS. 



Name of Union. 


Population 

1841. 


.^a 

Statute 

Acres. 


Numter of 
Eiccloral 
Divisions 


Number of 
Relieving 
Officers 
appointed 


of Remarks. 

Relieving 
Officers. 












£. 1 




41,230 


113,653 


11 


8 


39 ! 


Antrim .... 


49,16S 


116,342 


19 




. . 1 Not yet appointed. 


Ardee .... 


43,348 


97,610 


13 


8 


36 


Armagh .... 


110,403 


154,281 


25 


9 


S6 1 


Athlone .... 


72,168 


199,109 


19 


10 


39 : 


Athy 


47,912 


162,583 


14 


7 


40 I 


Bailieborough . 


49,385 


90,739 


11 


7 


85 


Ballina .... 


120,787 


507,154 


17 


12 


45 


Balbnasloe . . . 


99,026 


219,448 


22 


4 


35 i 


Ballinrobe . 


83,031 


190.635 


14 


6 


53 


Ballycutle • . . 


26,020 


106,730 


15 


3 


27 i 


Ballymena . . 


74,022 


161,326 


23 




1 


Ballyraouev . . . 


48,812 


127,0.57 


22 


6 


37 


Ballvshannon 


43,403 


137,024 


10 


5 




Balrother}- . 


28,116 


76,988 


12 


6 


33 




40,687 


148,558 


11 


6 


42 1 


Banbridge . 


87,323 


124,812 


23 


6 


40 




81,712 


150,942 


23 


6 


40 




56,165 


137,256 


9 


6 


35 1 


Belfast .... 


100,992 


47,702 


12 


4 


50 j 




71,355 


IS] ,293 


16 


9 


87 ' 


Cahirciveen . . . 


30,888 


178,348 


9 


4 


35 


Callan .... 


38,524 


111,558 


13 


7 


42 




77,922 


196,402 


14 


8 


49 


Carrickmacross . 


39,729 


60,459 


14 


3 


47 


Carrick-on-Shannon . 


67,077 


132,516 


15 


9 






45,333 


107,015 


13 


6 






69,640 


161,790 


17 


11 


37 




61,063 


155,524 


10 




46 


Castlehlaney. . • 


58,945 


94,286 


18 


6 




Castlederg . 


21,363 


91,758 


14 


4 





F 2 



Poor Law Cora- 
missicneis' Instruc- 
tions and General 
Order?. 
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Poor Law Com- 
missioners’ Instruc- 
tions and General 
Orders. 

Name of Union. 



I, 



Castlerea 
Cavan . . 

Celbridge . 
Clifden . 
Clogheea . 
Cloglier . . 

Clones . 
Clonmel . 
Coleraine 
Cookstiiwn . 
Cootebill 
Cork . . 

Donegal . 
Downpatrick 
Drogheda 
Dublinj North 
Dublin, South 
Dundalk. 
Dunfanaghy . 
Dungannon . 
Dungarvan . 
Dunmanway. 
DunshaiighlinJ 
Edenderry . 
Ennis . . 

Enniscortby . 
Enniskillen . 
Ennistynion . 
Fermoy . 
Galway . 
Glenties . 
Gorey . 

Gort . 

Gortin . 
Granard . 
luishowen , 



Kanturk . 
Kells . . 

Kenmare 
Kilkeel . 
Kilkenny 
Killarney 
Kilraallock 
Kilrush . 
Kinsale • 
Larne 

Letterlcenny 
Limerick 
Lisburn . 
Lismore . 
Xiisnaskea 
Listowel . 



Londonderry. 
Longford 
Longhrea 
Lowtherstown 
Lurgan . 
Ifacroom 
Mugherafelt 
Mallow . 
Manor Hamilti 
Middleton 
Milford . 
Mohill . 



Monaghan . 
Mountmelick 
Mullingar . 
Naas . 

Navaa . 



Return of Relieving Officers — continued. 



Population 

1841. 


-Area 

Statute 

Actcs. 


Number o 
Electoral 
Divisions 


Number of 
Relieving 
Officers 
appointed 


Average 

Salary 

of 

Relieving 

Officers. 


Remarks, 


92,864 


262,827 


18 


la 


£. 

40 




97.271 


178,723 


23 


10 


45 




25,242 


86,055 


15 






Not yet appointed. 


33,465 

47,033 


191,426 


4 






Ditto. 


162,351 


12 


4 


50 




3!),801 


101,203 


17 


6 


30 




42,320 


72,185 


8 


4 


40 




39,993 


89,958 


10 


6 


44 




52,704 


112,176 


20 


6 


33 




46,455 


96,730 


16 


5 


30 




67,178 


107,699 


12 


6 


33 




156,657 


142,730 


14 


9 


50 




41,371 

74,938 


174,999 


11 


5 


40 




147,367 


24 






Not yet appointed. 


52,251 


109,383 


12 


7 


36 


123,128 


40,672 


9 


7 


60 




178,745 


50,885 


8 


6 


60 




65,509 


104,372 


19 


6 


50 




18,571 

70,000 


128,220 


10 


2 


25 




102,474 


19 


6 


34 




68,642 


163,826 


15 


7 


44 




30,. 527 


91,133 

110,557 


7 


3 


30 




20,985 


12 


6 


42 




34,679 


164,522 


17 






Not yet appointed. 


77,840 


201,957 


18 


7 


43 


61,816 


193,024 


14 


6 


44 




81,534 


233,588 


20 


n 


34 




49,935 


165,074 


13 


7 


41 




92,353 


205,998 


22 


12 


35 




88,973 , 


292,760 


12 






Not yet appointed. 


43,571 ■ 


294,503 


13 


7 


30 


39,054 


131,036 


10 


6 


51 




43,543 
18,747 ' 


108,975 


10 


5 


50 




111,248 


13 


3 


25 




55,130 : 


138,907 


15 


7 


38 




43,569 


159,323 


21 


2 


35 


Only two as yet 


85,561 


260,265 


14 


9 


48 


1 appointed. 


45,282 


115,935 


14 


9 


37 




33,656 


271,245 


7 


7 


S3 




28,633 


81,726 


10 






Not yet appointed. 




275,069 


22 


11 


48 


53,345 


249,690 


12 


6 


42 




75,687 


165,131 


22 


7 


52 




82,353 


148,814 


13 


7 


46 




41 ,342 
33,758 


80,180 


16 


5 


36 




231,073 


13 






Not yet appointed. 




102,691 


14 


4 


38 


132,067 


171,509 


19 


10 


56 




75,444 

33,617 


119,300 


27 






Not yet appointed. 


99,678 


9 


5 


44 


37,920 

78,756 


98,147 


14 


3 


35 




209,261 


21 


8 


49 




64,740 


139,232 


22 


6 


40 




87,757 


208,625 


19 


11 


39 




71,774 


152,308 


15 


6 


35 




34,963 


75,783 


9 


3 


33 




71,128 


80,120 

194,981 


19 






Not yet appointed. 




16 


6 


37 


80,816 


553,847 


25 


5 


30 




63,282 


156,285 


13 


8 


84 




45,990 


162,471 


10 


5 


42 




78,428 


145,683 


21 


11 


47 




33,108 


112,748 


12 


6 


38 




63,859 


137,768 


13 


12 


35 




69,559 


117,598 


21 


11 


33 




67,874 


220,968 • 


16 


n 


40 




73,272 


251,054 


26 


9 


38 


' 


52,228 


199,335 


23 


8 


46 




35,831 


9.3,327 


12 


5 


38 
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PopuUUoa 


Area 


Number ol 
Electural 


Number of 
Relieruip’ 


Average 




Name of Uniao. 


Statute 

Acres. 






of ^ 








18.J1. 


ia each 




Relieviog 

Officers. 
















£. 




Nenagh . 




S9,874 


216,884 

180,937 


24 


9 


41 


tn some instances. 


Newcastle . 




60,00" 


13 


7 


40 


referred to in this 


New Ross . 




74,923 


203,285 


18 


7 


46 


column, in which 


Newry . 




95,541 


137,911 


22 


7 


43 


the appointments 


Nftwtownards 




60,165 


93,924 


16 


4 


48 


of relieving officers 


Newtown Limavadv. 


39,058 


150,697 


19 


5 


35 


had not been com- 


Oldcastle 


. . 


48,373 


109,802 


13 


7 


35 


pleted when the re- 


Omagh . . 




69,099 


174,603 


29 


7 


35 


turn was made up. 


Parsonstown. 




76,528 


171,962 


21 


8 


35 


they have since been 


Rathdown . 




44,214 


■ 62,440 


10 


4 


35 


made. 


Eathrirum . 




66,709 


223,109 


12 


7 


30 




Ratlikeale . 




68,174 


151,612 


19 


11 


43 




Roscommon . 




83,437 


176,775 


18 


12 


85 




Roscrea . 




63,016 


155,374 


19 


7 


37 




Scariff . 




53 , 563 


108,975 


10 


6 


40 




Sbiilelugh . 




34,800 


104,154 


19 


3 


50 




Skibbereen . 




104,508 


236,592 


20 


9 


44 




Sligo 




111,054 


234,995 


23 


11 


45 




Strabane . 




58,883 


134,209 


24 


6 


36 




Stranorlar . 




25,786 


121,556 


11 


4 


35 




Swineford 




73,529 


208,476 


12 


6 


53 




Thurles . 




71,976 


154,542 


21 


4 


45 




Tipperary . 
Tralee . . 




79,516 

91,663 


185,561 

350,722 


20 

IS 


8 

9 


51 

48 




Trim 




34,411 


113,529 


11 


7 


26 




Tuam 




74,974 


191,537 


13 


11 


32 




Tullamore . 




53,905 


161,169 


15 


6 


43 




Waterford . 




84,360 


153,184 


25 


6 


43 




Westport 




77,952 


344,707 


10 


6 


54 




Wexford. . 




53,401 


122,987 


14 


7 


42 


II 


Total . 




S, 174,268 


20,803,271 


2,049 









Poor Law Com- 
missioners’ Instruc- 
tions and General 
Orders. 



FORMS of ORDERS issued to UNIONS in certain cases where necessary, fixing the 
Numbers, Districts, and Salaries of Relieving Officers for the Union. 
Ballinasloe Union. 



To the Guardians of the Poor of the Ballinasloe Union ; to the Clerk to the said 
Guardians; to tlie Clerk or Clerks to the Justices of the Petty Sessions held for the 
Division or Divisions in which the several Townlands and Places comprised in the said 
Union, are situated ; and^o all others whom it may concern. 

Whereas it is expedient to fix tlie number of Relieving Officers to be appointed by the 
Guardians of the Ballinasloe Union, and to define the limits m the several districts within which 
the duties of the Relieving Officers so to be appointed shall be performed respectively, and the 
salaries to be given to each of the said officers. 

Now therefore, we, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, do hereby onJerand direct that the number of Relieving Officers to be appointed in the 
said Union shall be four. 

And we do hereby define the limits of the several districts of the Relieving Officers so to be 
appointed, as follows, that is to say : — 

1. The first district shall consist of the electoral divisions of Moylougb, BallynakilJ, Rillian, 
Killeroran, and Killasolan, and shall be called the Moylough district. 

2. The second district shall consist of the electoral divisions of Ahascragh, Kilconnell, Kih- 
gerril, Ballymacward, Kiiaan, and Taghmaconnell, and shall be called the Taghmacoonell district. 

3. The third district shall consist of the electoral divisions of Aughrim, Ballinasloe, Creagh, 
Cloontoosfceit, and Moore, and shall be called the Creagh district. 

4. The fourth district shall consist of the electoral divisions of Kiltormer, Abbeyconnican, 
Killimer, ELilquain, Eyrecourt, and Clonfert, and shall be called the Clonfert district 

And we do hereby further order and direct, that the following shall be the salaries to be paid 
to the several relieving officers to be appointed sm aforesaid, namely, — 

For the Moylough district . . .£35 I For the Creagh district . . . £35 

„ Taghmaconnell district . 35 | „ Clonfert district . . 35 



(Seal.) 



Sealed with our sral, this ninth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-seven. 

E. T. B. Twisleton. 
W. M. Somerville. 

T. N. Redingtok. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 



Poor Law Com- 
missioners’ InstruC' 
tions and General 
Orders. 



Poor Law Commis- 
sioners’ Instructions 
to Inspectors. 



Page 22. 



Page 25. 



Eymiskillcn Union. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the Enniskillen Union; to the Clerk to the said 
Guardians ; to the Clerk or Cler!;s to the Justices of tlie Petty Sessions held for the 
Division or Divisions in whicli the several Townlands and Places comprised in the said 
Union are situated; and to all others whom it may concern. 

Whereas it ia expedient to fix the number of Relieving Officers to be appointed by the 
Guardians of tlie Enniskillen Union, and to define the limits of the several distiicts within 
which tlie duties of the Relieving Officers so to be appointed shall be performed resjiectii’ely, and 
the salaries to be given to each of the said officers. 

Noiv therefore, we, tlie Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, do hereby order and direct that the number of Relieving Officers to be appointed in tlie 
said Union shall be eleven. 

And we do hereby define the limits of the several districts of the Relieving Officers so to be 
appointed, as follows, that is to say : — 

1. The first district shall consist of the electoral division of Enniskillen, and shall he called the 
Enniskillen district. 

2. The second district shall consist of the electoral divisfons of Castle Code and Ballycaasidy, 
and shall be called the Castle Coole district. 

3. The third district shall consist of the electoral divisions of Ballyrengh and Kilslceery, and 
shall he called the Ballyreagh district. 

4. The fourth district shall consist of the electoral divisions of Tempo and Clabby, and shall be 
called the Tempo district. 

5. The fifth district shall consist of the electoral divisions of Laragh and Ijetterbreen, and shall 
he called the Laragh district. 

6. The sixth district shall consist of the electoral divisions of Florence Court and Kinawley, and 
shall be called the Florence Court district 

7. The seventh district shall consist of the electoral division of Manor of Carrick, and shall be 
called the Manor of Carrick district. 

S. The eighth district shall consist of the electoral divisions of Holywell and Cam, and shall 
he called the Holywell district. 

9. Tire ninth district shall consist of the electoral divisions of Ely rmd Rahalton, aird shall be 
called the Ely district 

10. The tenth district shall consist of the electoral divisions of Swanlinbar and Tullynamoltra, 
and shall be called the Tullynainoltra district. 

11. The eleventh district shall consist of the electoral divisions of Killinagh and Glen, and 
shall be called the Killinagh district 

And we do hereby further order aud direct, that the following shall be the salaries to be 
paid to the several Relieving Officers to he appointed as aforesaid, namely,— 



For the Enniskillen district 
, , Castle Coole district 
, , Ballyreagh district 

,, Tempo district 

, , Laragh district 

,, Florence Court district 



(L.S.) 



£40 For the Manor of Carrick district . £30 
30 ,, Holywell district ... 35 

30 , , Ely district .... 35 

30 , , Trillynanioltra district . 35 

35 , , Killinagh district ... 35 

40 

Sealed with our seal, this eighteenth day .of October, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-seven. 

^ W. M. Somerville. 

T. N. Redington. 



INSTRUCTIONS to POOR LAW INSPECTORS. 

CmctiL.AR to the Ordinary Poor Law Inspectors. 

No. 560— M /47. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

SrR, October 2%, 1847. 

The Comrnissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
enclose, for your information, a copy of a General Order issued by them, to provide for a 
more frequent and more effective examination of the coUectoi-s’ accounts, by the clerk of the 
Union. 

The Commissioners enclose also a copy of a circular letter accompanying the order, and 
addressed to each Board of Guardians in Ireland. 

The Commbsioners trust that these regulations will have the effect of securing due aecount- 
ahility on the part of the collectors of Poor Rates, and a i-egular and certain knowledge by the 
Commissioners and Boards of Guardians of the progress of the collection, and of the lodg- 
ments made from time to time on account of each electoral division. 

The regulations, however, in the order, are confined to the above purposes, and do not 
directly relate to the very important object of ensuring, on the part of the collectors, assiduity 
and vigour in soliciting and enforcing payment of the rates by individual rate-payers without 
fear or favour. 

You will perceive that the Commissioners have addressed the Guardians on this, latter point, 
urging them to undertake, either by themselves as a Board, or by the appointment of one or 
more Committees, a regular and efficient control over the collection of the rates. 
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It is, however, chiefly to an effective supervision, by yourself, cf this part of the duties of the 
Board of Guardians, tlie Clerks, and the Poor Rate collectors, respectively, that the Commis- 
sioners trust for ensurinff that degree of activity and vijrour in the collection of the Poor Rates 
in Ireland, which the Commissioners are expected by Her Majesty’s Government, in the present 
exigencies of this country, to enfoace. 

The Commissioners deem it right, therefore, to point out to you two ways by which it 
appears to them the supen'ision of the inspector may be brought to bear with much effect on 
the collection of the rates, although in doing so the Commissioners may, perhaps, be suggesting 
to you what may have already been a part of your previous practice as an inspector. 

in the first place, the Commissioners would wish you, in everj' case in which you may deem 
any extraordinary exertions to be required, to induce the Guardians to have constantly brought 
before tiiem the names of individual defaulters of Poor Rates, in order that any fear or par- 
tiality influencing the collector may be exposed, and that specific directions may be given to 
him which will leave him no alternative but to do his duty or to lose his office. Such pro- 
ceeding would, perhaps, be more effective if a certain limited number of the defaulters, com- 
mencing with tho&3 rated at high amounts in each division, were brought forwar<l at one time, 
rather than a list of all who have not paid their rates ; and this course might Ije repeated suc- 
cessivel 3 ‘, until the names of all defaulters should come before the Guardians. The Commis- 
sioners think that vou can, with the gieatest advantage on such occasions, take a prominent 
part in suggesting'directions to the collectors, as well as in organizing an arrangement by which 
the Board of Guardians, or a Committee may be led effectually to govern the collection of the 
rates. 

Secondly, the Commissioners request that you will see that a regular system of accounting 
on the part of the collector is carried out, through the agency of the clerk ot the Union, in con- 
formity with the provisions of the present order. Vour personal attendance may be necessary, 
in some cases, to establish this system of accounting in the first instance; and the Commis- 
sioners trust that you well omit no opportunity of ascertaining whether the duties prescribed 
for the several officers, in the order, are duly and punctually discharged by them. 

In any Union in which the Guardians may, with the Commissioners’ consent, provide the 
clerk with assistance to discharge his increased duties, the Commissioners propose to ijisist that 
the important task of examining and checking the collectors’ accounts shall be performed by 
the clerk in person, and not entrusted to any assistant or deputy. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient setrant. 

To each Poor Laic Inspector W. Stanley, Secretary, 

in charge of a District of Unions. 



Poor Law Commia- 
siooers’ Instructions 
to Inspectors. 



CiRCUL.vR to Tempor.arv Poor Law Inspectors for particular Unions. 

TVfo, 552 M 47. Poor Late Commission Office, Dublin, 

October '26, ]S-i7. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, to acquaint you, that it having been deemed advisable that some of those who 
have acquired experience in carrying out the relief operations during the present year, should be 
appointed Temporary Poor Law Inspectors in some of the Unions in the south, and west, and 
north-west of Ireland, the Commissioners have been pleased to appoint you a Temporary Poor 
Law Inspector in Union. , j. -n 

Althouo’h that Union will still remain included within the district of one of the ordinary Poor 
Law Insiiectors, it is the intention of the Commissioners that you should, notwithstanding, 
discbar<^e in it all tire duties of an Inspector, which were formerly within the province of 
Assistant Poor Law Commissioners. Thus, the Commissioners wish that you should attend 
the weekly meetings of the Board of Guardians as often as is compatible with your other 
official enoao^meuts, and that you sliould regularly inspect the Union Workhouse. Still there 
are certain duties which are become at the present time of such paramount importance that the 
Commissioners are desirous of directing your especial attention towai'ds them as l«ing the 
points in which the effectual workmg of the Irish Poor Law during the next winter will essen- 
tially depend. ‘ , , , ,• e .u 

L The first point is the collection of the Poor Rates, and as the whole machinery ot the 
Poor Laws will be inoperative unless funds are obtained for the relief of the destitute, the 
Commbskmers are anxious that you should, in the first instMce. direct all your energiw to 
securintr the performance of this duty by the Boardof Guardians and the collectors. In© 
Commissicaiers believe that if the Guardians and collectors make a determined use of their 
undoubted powers, if the Guardians set a good example by paying the rates which are due 
from themselves, and if thev uiiftiDcbingly, without favour or affection, institute legal proceedi^s 
against immediate lessors and all others who are in arrear, there will not be any insuperable 
difficulty in the collection of the rates. • r , • j 

It is 'however, not impossible that in some few instances attempts, either tacit or av owed, 
to resist the payment of rates may be made, and in such cases you will not fail to assist the 
Guardians by your countenance and advice, and, if necessarj-, to put yourself at Lie same time 
in direct communication with the Commissioners. on the subject. . , e 

lu reference to the collectors, the Commissioners enclose, for your information, a copy of a 
General Order, under their Seal, to provide for a more frequent and more effective examination 
of the collectors’ accounts by the clerk of the Union ; and they rely on your taking care that 
the clerk shall, under any circumstances, discharge in person tlie very important tunetton ot 
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being an effectual check on the collectors. The Commissioners forward to you at the same 
time, for your information and guidance, the copy of a letter which they have addressed to the 
ordinary Poor Law Inspectors on the same subject. 

2. Next in importance to the collection of the Poor Hates, comes the due administration of 
them on sound principles, and on this head the Commissioners refer yon to their accompanying 
circular of the 26th of last August, as containing a detailed explanation of the line of action which 
they recommend to Boards of Guardians. The Commissioners attach much importance to the 
views contained in that circular, and they request you to use all your efforts to ensure their 
adoption. It will be observed that the main point is to make the workhouse as extensively 
available as possible for the relief of the able-bodied men, and that great efforts and sacrifices 
should be made for the attainment of this object. In the firet place, the destitute impotent 
poor, and destitute widows with two or more legitimate children, should receive out -door allow- 
ances. Secondly, the workhouse children of both sexes should be removed to a separate and 
distinct establishment ; and, thirdly, provision should be made for fever patients elsewhere than 
on the workhouse premises. By the combination of all these measures the Commissioners 
believe that the existing workhouses would, in some Unions, be found sufficient for the relief of 
able-bodied men. 

If, however, this should not be the case in your Union, the Commissioners will readily co- 
operate with the Guardians in endeavouring to procure additional workhouse accommodation. 
On this head the Commissioners request that you will impress on the Guardians in the strongest 
possible manner that they have ample powers to hire and fit up a building as a workhouse in 
any part of the Union, and that, under ordinary circumstances, it will be in the highest degree 
pernicious to the interest of the rate-payers to grant out-door relief to able-bodied men. In 
fact, the Commissioners regad with apprehension the possible necessity of issuing an order 
authorizing such relief; and they consider such an oi-der as an expedient which can only be 
entertained in case all other resources shall have failed. 

3. Lastly, the Commissioners request that you will take care that the relieving officers 
perform their duties properly, according to Article VII. of the Out-door Relief Order, a copy 
of which is herewith enclosed. It is to be remembered that relieving officers ar-e a class of 
functionaries hitherto unknown in Ireland, and that much will depend on the efficiency and 
trustworthiness of the individuals who have been appointed by the Guardians. The Commis- 
sioners are desirous that you should exercise the utmost vigilance over those officers, that you 
should give your support and encouragement to those amongst them who deserve it, and that 
you should make a special report to the Commissioners respecting those whom you deem 
incompetent or otherwise unfit for the situation. With regard to their accounts, you will per- 
ceive ffiat is the duty of the clerk of the Union to examine them weekly, and the Commissioners 
rely on your seeing that this duty is performed by him with that regularity and. efficiency which 
are necessary for the protection of the rate-payers. 

The Commissioners have only to add, that it is their wish that you should make a special 
report to them every week on the state of your Union, on the day after the weekly meetin® of 
the Board of Guardians; and if at any time any point of difficulty occurs to you in°the 
administration of the Poor Laws, you should communicate with this office without delay, and 
you may depend on receiving from the Commissioners an early answer. 



To 

Temporary Poor Law Inspector of. 



Union. 



I have, &c., 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 
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Circular to Ordinary Poor Law Inspectors, in whose Disti-icts Temporary Inspectors 
are appointed. 

Poor Law Commimon Office, Dublin, 
October 30, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, desire 
to acquaint you, that it has been considered e.xpedient to appoint Temporary Inspectors under 
the Act 10 & 11 Vic., cap. 90, whose duties will be confined to particular Unions and are 
pointed out in the accompanying copy of a Letter addressed to each in transmitting his ap- 
pointment. ^ 

It is not intended that this arrangement, of placing an Inspector in a Union to attend solely 
to its affairs, should interfere with your responsibility as Poor Law Inspector of the District 
although it may render your visits less frequently necessary. The Minutes of the Guardians 
will be referred to you, as it present, for your observations and advice ; and the Commissioners 
request that you will now place yourself in communication with the temporary Inspectors in 
your district, a.nd make them aware of any Union transactions not concluded, or otherwise 
requiring particular attention. You will also be so good as to afford them such information 
respecting the Union, as may occur to you to be useful for their guidance or assistance ; and 
it would be useful, that each should be supplied by you with the map of the Union, furmshed 
to vou on the County Index. 

The Temporary Inspectors appointed for Unions in your district are 
(^Set forth in each Letteri) 

Each will be stationed at the town where the Union workhouse is. 

_ I have, &c., 

= = — ' W. Stanley, 

I oor Law Inspector. 
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Circular to Temporary Inspectors, as to keeping the Workhouses in Repair, &c. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Duhlin, 

Sir, December 6, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Iiaws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, to transmit herewith for your information, in accordance with a suggestion made to 
them by their architect, a copy of a report made by him on the 10th of March last, relative to jiig Report is 
the ventilation of the workhouse buildings, the state of the manure pits, and cesspools, and the contained in the 
ground around the workhouse. I am also to forward copies of specifications which have been Appendix to the 
prepared by the architect for keeping the roofs, pumps, and different parts of the workhouse Cammls- 

buildings in order, by means of smau annual contracts ; and a copy of a paper of instructions Rgpw of 
for the guidance of the workhouse masters, relating to the care of the locks and other matters " 

«f that kind. 

These particulars will, it is hoped, enable you to promote much improvement in the work- 
house of Union. 

Mr. Wilkinson suggests, that as there are now able-bodied men in most, of lhe workhouses, 
there is a good opportunity of getting the roads and gardens round the workhouses well laid 
out and improved, by planting and cultivation; and the Commissioners think that this sug- 
gestion is worthy of attention, in reference to the important object of keeping the inmates of 
workhouses, especially the able-bodied, employed. 

I have, &c. 

To each Temporary Poor Law Injector. W. Stanley, Secretary. 
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CiRcDLAR to Permanent and Temporary Poor Law Inspectors, as to Workhouse 
Accommodation. 

Poor Law Commission Offico, Dublin, 

Sir, December 6, 1847- 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws foi‘ Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, to state, for your information, that they have received a communication from their 
Inspector, Mr, Phelan, in which he suggests the necessity of urging the several Boards of 
Guardians, whose workhouses contain, or are about to contain, any considerable addition of 
paupers beyond the number for which they were built, to provide increased day-room accom- 
modatioo in proportion to such additional numbers, and to the additional asnount of dormitoiy 
accommodation which may be provided by Boards of Guardians, with a view of avoiding 
the necessity of giving out-door relief. 

The Commissioners fully approve of this suggestion of Mr. Phelan’s, and they accordingly 
request that you will bear it in mind, and urge upon the [Boards of Guardians in your district, 
or Board of Guardians, as the case may 5eJ, the importance of having an amount of avail- 
able day-room accommodation proportioned to the amount of sleeping accommodation, so that 
the day-rooms may not become overcrowded. 

I have, &c. 

W. St.anley, Secretary. 



APPLICATIONS for ALTERATION of ELECTORAL DIVISIONS so as to com- 
prise the whole of a particular Estate, exclusively, in one or more Division or Divisions of 
a Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians op Newcastle Union. 

Poor Law Commission OMce, Dublin, 

Sir, November 15, 1M7. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, have 
had under their consideration the memorial of the trustees of the estates of the Earl of Devon, 
in which the memorialists request, that the electoral divisions in which the estates of tlie Earl 
of Devon are situated in Newcastle Union, may be so altered as to comprise the whole of such 
estates^ exclusively, in one or more electoral district or districts. The Comrnis§ior)ei-s have 
also had under consideration various documents, in which the propriety of acceding to the 
request of the memorialists has been pressed upon them fay Captain Kennedy, the agent for 
those estates, together with numerous letters, in which other proprietors in Newcastle Union 
have expressed their own opinion respectively on the same subject. 

The Commissioners have given much consideration to the request of the memorialists j not 
only on account of the magnitude of the interests which would be immediately affected by the 

S -oposed alteration of the electoral divisions in Newcastle Union, but likewise on account of 
e great general importance of the principle which such an alteration would involve, and of 
the long train of practical consequences which would necessarily result from it in every part of 
Ireland. That principle, when fully stated, is no less than this: that estates of landed pro-' 
prietors should become an area of taxation for poor-law purposes. Por it is fully admitted, 
that if the principle is sanctioned in reference . to. the estates of the Earl of Devon, it must, in 
fairness, be extended to the estates of other landed proprietors in Newcastle Union; and it is 
obvious that the principle, if admitted in Newcastle Union, could not be restricted by the Com-' 
missioners to that Union alone ; hut that they would be eventually called upon to extend its 
application fairly and impartially, by remodelling, in reference to it, the electoral divisions in 
all the Irish Unions. 

The question, therefore, which the Commissioneis now have to determine is, whether they 
are prepared to act on the principle of making the estates of landed proprietors an area of 
taxation for poor law purposes? and, after the closest consideration which the Commissioners- 
have been able to bestow on the subject, they have arrived at the conclusion, that, even sup- 
posing that the principle were in itself both practicable and expedient (on neither of which 
points do the Commissioners propose to express any opinion on the present occasion), it would 
be improper for them, as a purely administrative body, to act on that principle, unless it pre- 
viously received the deliberate sanction of the Legislature. 

The grounds on which the Commissioners have arrived at this conclusion are the following : — , 
The principle of making estates an area of taxation does not seem to have been adopted by 
the Legislature in any part of the United Kingdom. Omitting notice of towns, cities, and 
boroughs, and the penalty which maybe inflicted on townlands in Ireland for malicious inju- 
ries, it will be found, on examination, that the area of taxation in Ireland consists of pai’ishes, 
baronies, electoral divisions, or unions ; in England and Wales, of parishes, hundreds, town- 
shiiis, unions, ridings, or counties ; and in Scotland, of parishes or counties. It sometimes 
indeed happens, that, owing to circumstances, the boundaries of an estate are identical with 
the boundaries of a parish or an electoral division ; but still the Commissioners believe it to be 
undeniable that the making an estate, as such, an area of taxation, b a principle wholly unknown' 
to the law. 

Now, the Commissioners are precluded from supposing that this silence of the law on the 
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subject has arisen either from indifference or from the idea not having presented itself to the 
mind of the Legislature. It is a matter of notoriety, that the principle of taxation by estates 
has, in one forni or another, been freqtiently advocated, as one means of remedying the calami- 
ties which have been occasioned by the failures of the potato crop during the last two years; 
and at the period when tlie Irish Relief Extension Act was under discussion durin® the last 
session, the principle could not have escaped the notice eitlier of Government or of Parlia- 
ment. The Commissioners, therefore, feel justified in assuming that Parliament may be 
regarded either as having virtually’ rejected the principle, or, at anv rate, as haviiio- arrived at 
the conclusion, tiiat its immediate adoption was not desirable. 

The Commissioners are fortified in this view of the question by the consideration that, even 
assuming the principle to be in itself practicable and expedient, its adoption would produce 
obvious inconveniences and injustice, unless accompanied by further alterations in the* law of 
rating, and of chargeability on electoral divisions. For example, it ia evident that one of the 
immediate effects, as the law at present stands, would be, in many instances, to cause the 
pulling down of cottages, to give a stimulus to clearances from estates, and to throw an undue 
and overwhelming burden on certain localities, such as small towns or large rillages in which, 
owing to the great number of proprietors, there would be no systematic unity of action to 
prevent the influx of ejected tenants and of persons bordering on pauperism. *The fact that 
such localities would become unduly taxed in the present state of the law is fully conceded; 
and in order to obviate the palpable injury which would be inflicted on them, it 'is proposed 
that when their poor rates exceed a certain amount, the balance required for the relief of their 
destitution should be levied either as a Union or a national rate. But without entering on the 
question of whether a Union rate or a national rate in such cases would or would not be expe- 
dient, it is evident that no such rate could be made without an alteration of the law, and with- 
out admitting principles of taxation for poor law purposes, different from those sanctioned by 
Parliament in any part of the United Kingdom. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissiorters are of opinion, that they would not be justified, 
as an administrative body, in introducing the principle of making estates an area for taxation, 
to which, in point of fact, the proposition now before them is confined. They think that the 
principle, if adopted at all, should previously receive the sanction of the Legislature ; that the 
carrying it out would be unjust and oppressive to particular localities, unless accompanied by 
alterations in the existing laws; and they therefore feel bound to decline complying with the 
request of the memorialists respecting the estates of the Earl of Devon in Newca’stle Union. 

I have, See., 

To the Ci„k to the Gvariian, Staniey, &crotar,j. 

of Aeiccastie Union. 

COPIES or EXTRACTS of CORRESPONDENCE lelating to the CON- 
DITION of PARTICULAR UNIONS, and the State of the Workhouses, 

Collection of Rates, and Dissolution of Boards of Guardians, &c. 

Jf'estport Union: — Diuolution of Board of Guardians. 

The Poor L.aw Commissioners to Sir Denis Le M.archant: — August 21, 1847. 

The Poor Latr Commissioners have the lionour to state, for the iuforma- Westport Union, 
tion of Secretary Sir George Grey, that they have deemed it expedient to — 
dissolve the Board of Guardians of the Westport Union. 

The Commissioners enclose herewith a copy of a Report which they received 
from Mr. Otway, Assistant Commissioner, relating to the conduct of the Board 
of Guardians, together with a copy of a resolutiou passed by the Guardians on 
the 2Sth ultimo, regarding the making of a new rate in the Union, a copy of a 
letter which the Commissioners addressed to the clerk of the Union on the 
10th instant, and a copy of the order dissolving tlie Board of Guardians. 

With regard to the assertion contained in the resolution of the Board of 
Guardians, reflecting a supposed statement of Mr. Otway, the Commissioners 
desire to state that, as the Board is now dissolved, the Commissioners cannot 
carry the matter any further, but they w'ish nevertheless to place on record 
their disbelief that Mr. Otway ever made such a statement. 

The Commissioners are led to this conclusion not only by their well-founded 
reliance on the correctness of Mr. Otway’s statements, and by the internal 
improbability of what is imputed to him, but likewise by a remarkable instance 
of inaccuracy of assertion respecting Mr. Otway in the identical Board of Guar- 
dians which has now been dissolved. 

The Westport Boai'd of Guardians, at a meeting on the 14th of April, in a 
resolution in which they expressed indignation against the Commissioners for not 
having sent a loan to the Guardians for the support of the workhouse, ventured 
to assert that Mr. Otway, as far back as the 17th March, 1847, had promised 
the Board, that having struck a rate upon the Union excessively large in amount, 

CDnsideruig the circumstances of the rate-payers, he would take care such loan 
would be granted. The Commissioners on that occasion, as on the present. 
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disbelieved the statement respecting Mr. Otway, but forwarded the resolution 
to him for hk obseiTations. The Commissioners subsequently received a letter 
from Mr. Otway, enclosing a letter from Sir Richard O’Donnell, the chairman 
of the Union, a copy of both which letters the Commissioners herewith enclose. 

Tlie Commissioners particularly desire to call Sir George Grey’s attention to 
Sir Richai’d O’DonneU’s letter, from which it will be seen that Sir Richard 
ODonnell, with a candour •which the Commissioners highly appreciate, wrote 
as follows to Mr. Otway : — 

“You did not promise that a loan should be granted to the Westport 
Guardians, nor did you state that the rate struck was exceedingly 
large ; on the contrary, you used eveiy exertion to increase it upon 
the rural districts. I regret the Guardians should have made these 
mistakes, and amongst the rest none more to blame for the mistake 
than myself.” 

The Commissioners would not have adverted to this handsome reparation of 
a mis-statement respecting Mr. Otway, were it not that the very same Board of 
Guardians which embodied the mis-statement in a public resolution on the 14th 
of April made another assertion respecting Mr. Otway (just prior to their disso- 
lution) which Mr. Otway unequivocally denies. 

Under existing circumstances, however, the Commissioners deem it due to 
Mr. Otway to state that they have not the slightest doubt that the Westport 
Guardians have made a mistake in this instance, in the same manner as they 
are admitted to have made “ mistakes” in their resolution respectmg Mr. Otway 
of the 14th of April last. 



Enclosures. 

Mr. Otwat to the Poor Law Commissioners: Au^st 4, 1847. 

In reply to your letters of the 21st and 30th ultinao. Nos. 20,766, and 22,447, I have 
the honour to state that I directed the clerk of the Union, in person, on the 1st instant, to 
inform the Guardians that I would attend the Board of Guardians on this day, and to request 
their attendance to meet me. I arrived at Westport this morning, from Swineford, at half-past 
12 o’clock, and on proceeding to the workhouse, I met the master and cierk on the road, who 
informed me that there was to be no meeting of the Board of Guardians, owing to the assizes 
at Castlebar, and that the clerk had written to me, to Castlebar, to that effect, "and that they 
were then proceeding to try and get, up and down.through the town, on credit from the shop- 
keepers, what food would support the inmates of the workhouse for the ensuing week. The clerk 
also informed me that Lord Sligo had called at the workhouse, and hearing that there were no 
Guardians preseut, or likely to attend, drove away. 

Now, Gentlemen, I cannot but consider the non-attendance, even to form a Board, on this 
day, considering all the circumstances of the case, as one of the most striking instances of dere- 
liction of duty, on the part of Guardians, at a fearful cri.sis, that has yet come under my notice. 
The Guardians were aware at their last meeting, that there were no funds to provide for the 
maintenance of the inmates, and that food for the previous week or two had been supplied 
through the bounty of Lord Sligo ; and yet no steps were then taken to provide funds or food 
(and the clerk had to beg for it from the shopkeepers and merchants of the town); and this day 
they were requested to attend and meet me, knowing, as they did, the critical position of the Union, 
and that 540 human beings (and 106 of those sick in fever, and other diseases) were to be fed^ 
yet no meeting took place, on the e.\cuseofthe assizes at Castlebar. Now the judges are not to 
arrive at Castlebar until to-morrow, and the grand jury were not sworn in until 3 o’clock this 
day; there are only, comparatively speaking, a few of the guardians who are required to 
attend at the grand jury, and there are three Guardians living in the town, (besides Lord Sligo, 
who did attend,) who had nothing to do with the grand jury, viz., Mr. Bland, Mr. Graham, and 
Dr. Bourke. 

Considering these circumstances, together with ihe past state and management of this Union, by 
the Board of Guardians, as can be learned from the official papers and my former reports, I am 
led to the conclusion that this is a case that requires the exercise of the Commissioners’ powers, 
under the 18th section of 10 Viet., chap. 31, and that it would be injurious to the working of 
the law, and to the interest of the ratepayers of the Union, as well to the destitute poor, if the 
Board of Guardians were allowed to continue to manage the affairs of the Union, especially at 
a time when the carrying into beneficial operation of the Poor Law Extension Act, requires 
the energy of intelligent, zealous, and heartily co-opevatiug administrators. Even if the pre- 
sent Board of Guardians struck sufficient rates, I cannot anticipate, judging from the past, that 
they would fake the necessary steps to collect them, or to carryout the Poor Relief Acts, 
according to tlie benevolent intentions of the Legislature. 



Extract from Minutes of Board of Guardians : 28tA Jufy, 1847. 

Resolved, — That having read with some surprise, the letter No. 21,565 D 47, dated 
the 26th July, 1847, inasmuch as this Board only deferred the putting of a general rate of 
2s. 6d. in the pound on the whole Union, on the representation of the Assistant Commissioner, 
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Mr. Otway, who requested that the latter rate should be deferred until October next, but in Westport Union. 

reply to the abore letter, tlie Board beg to say that they are quite ready to at once lay on 

the additional rate, in addition to that now in course of collection. 



The Poor Law CoMMissiONRRs to the Bo.ahd of Go.a.rdians : August 10, 1S4/. 

The Poor Law Commissionere have received the minutes of the Guardians of Westport 
Union of the 4th instant, whereby it appears that no meeting of the Guardians took place on 
that day, the Marquis of Sligo having been the only Guardian who attended at the Board 
room on that occasion. 

'fhe Commissioners have also before them, a report from their Assistant Commissioner, Mr. 
Otway, who informs them that he attended at the Board-room of the Guardians, on tlie 4th 
instant, and was disappointed in not finding a sulBcient meeting of the Guardians, having given 
notice to the clerk on tlie 1st instant, of his intention to be present. Mr. Otway further reports 
that he found the clerk and master endeavouring to obtain on credit in the town what food 
would support the inmates of the ensuing week. 

Considering the extremely critical state of the Westjiort Union, at the present time, the Com- 
missioners cannot but regard the non-attendance of Guardians to form a Board on the 4th 
August, as a great default on the part of those Guardians through whose absence a meeting 
of tfie Board failed to take place. The Guardians were aware at tiieir previous meeting, that 
there were no funds to provide for the maintenance of the inmates, and that food for some days 
previously had been provided only by the bounty of the Marquis of Sligo, yet the Guardians on 
this occasion failed to meet and face the difficulties of their position. 

On the 26th ultimo, the Commissioners addre^ed the Guardians on the subject of certain 
rates, which they proposed to make, amounting only to 3187., on seven out of ten electoral 
dinsions of the Union, at a time when their liabilities were known to exceed 26S07., and 
urgently requested the Guardians not to add to the present embarrassments of the Union, by 
signing rates so inadequate to its present wants and requirements. 

In reply to that letter the Guardians have stated their surprise at its contents, having, as 
they'say, deferred making a general rale of 2^. 6c7. in the pound, (equivalent nearly to 50007.), 
on the 'representation of Mr. Otway, the Assistant Commissioner, who requested that this rate 
should be deferred until October next. 

Of the truth of this statement the Commissioners have received Mr. Otway’s unequivocal 
denial; and the Commissioners certainly think it most improbable that Mr. Otway should 
recommend the step adverted to, having on all occasions expressed to the Commissioners 
bis opinion of the urgent necessity of ample rates being promptly made in the Westport Union, 
and having reported the exertions whicli he used to induce the Guaixlians to make sjich rates. 

After due consideration of the present state of the Union, the past proceixlings of the Guar- 
dians, and the correspondence which has lately passed on the subject, the Commissioners deem 
it incumbent on them to dissolve tlie Board of Guardians of Westport Union, on the ground 
that, through the default of the Guardians, the duties of the Board of Guardians have not been 
effectively discharged according to the intention of the Acts in force for the relief of the desti- 
tute poor in Ireland. 

A copy of the order of dissolution is enclosed herewith, and this order will be followed in 
due course by the appointment of paid officers, to carry into execution the duties of the Board 
of Guardians. 



Order dissoloing the Board of Guardians. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the W^estport Union, to the Clerk of the said Union, 
and to all persons whom it may concern. 

Whereas by an order duly signed and sealed, bearing date the Thirteenth day of July, One 
thousand eight hundred and forty, the Poor Law Commissioners did, in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of an Act passed in the second year of the reign of Her present Majesty Queen 
Victoria, intituled " An Act for the more effectual Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland,” 
order and declare, that on the Twentieth day of July then instant the townlands and places 
therein mentioned should be, and thenceforth remain, united for the relief of the destitute poor, 
by the name of the Westport Union, and that a Board of Guardians of said Uniem should be 
constituted according to the provisions of the said Act : 

And whereas a Board of Guardians of said Union has been constituted accordingly : 

And whereas, through the default of the Guardians, the duties of the Board of Guardians 
of the said Union have not been duly and effectually discharged according to the intention of 
the said recited Act, and of the other Acts in force for the relief of the destitute poor in Ireland, 
now therefore I, Edward Turner Boyd Twisleton, one of the Poor Law Commissioners required 
by one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State to act in Ireland, for the purpose of 
carrying into execution the provisions of the said Acts, and now acting therein, do hereby, in 
exercise of the powers of the said Acts vested in lue in this behalf, declare the said Board of 
Guardians to he dissolved, and the said Board is hereby dissolved accordingly. 

Given undermyhand and seal, this Tench day of August^ in the year of our Lord One 
thousand eight hundred and forty-seven. 

(L. S.) ^E. T. B. Twisletok. 

Mr. Otwat to the Poor Law Commissioners: Mag 5, 1837. 

In reference to your letter of the 17th ultimo. 10,164, enclosing the copies of r^Iution 
passed by the Westport Board of Guardians on the 14th ultimo, and my report in reply 
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West port U nion, thereto of the I8lh ultimo, I beg to forward you the enclosed note which I received yesterday 
from Sir Richard A. O’Donnell, Bart. There was no Board of Guardians during the time I 
was present in the Board-room of the Westport workhouse on the 1 7th, only Sir R. A. 
O’Donnell and Dr. Burke attending at the time. When I spoke to the Board of Guardians iii 
reference to their resolution of the 14fh ultimo, they were wholly unable to explain or defend 
the passing of such a resolution in reference to me. 



Sir R. A. O’Donnell to Mr. Otway: May 1, 1847. 
did not promise that a loan should be granted to the Westjwrt Guardians, nor 
did you state that the rate stnick was exceedingly large; on the contrary, you used every exer- 
tion to increase it upon the rural districts. I regret the Guardians should have made these 
mistakes, and amongst the rest zione more to blame for the mistake than myself. 



l.frdWa«p?,r Ballinrobe, Castlebae, md Westport, Co.Mj.yo:— Papers in 

Unions. continuation of those in the Third Series of Union Correspondence, of last 

Session, in tehich the Papers relating to the Bissohdion of the Boards of 
Guardians of the two farmer Unions were presented. 

The Poos Law Commissionebs to Messrs. Lecky, Thomas, and Carey Vice- 
Guardiaus of Unions of Ballinrobe, Castlebar, and Westport :—adugust 16, 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to state, that the due 
coUection of the Poor Rates in Castlebar, Balhnrobe, and Westimrt Unions 
appears to them to he of such paramount importance that they are desirous of 
receivmg from you a weekly report on the subject. 

They request, therefore, that on some one day in every week, you will make 
such a report in your own persons (to he signed by each of you), distinct from the 
weekly minutes which should still be kept as usual. 

Your first Report will probably be longer than those which you will after- 
wards find It necessary to make. And in that Report the Commissioners think 
that you may conveniently notice the state in which you found the rate books 
m each Union respectively, the general efficiency of each collector and the 
progress which each had made in the collection of the rates, since he received 
his last warrant. You may also advert to the general state of the Unions, the 
extent of land at present under cultivation in each, as compared with former 
years; the state of forwardness of the harvest, the disposition showm bv the 
labouruig classes to endeavour to find work for themselves, and the amount of 
gmiflSirar* classes, by the farmers and the 

The Commissioners likewise request that you will furnish them with an esti- 
mate of the numbers ndiich you think will require relief in each Union when 
the operations under the Temporary Relief Act cease. You will bear in mind 
intention of the Commissioners that the 
workhouses shou^ld be made available, as far as possible, for the use of the able- 
bodied exclusively ; and that if any out-door relief is granted to this class under 
the second section of the Irish Relief Extension Act, such relief will be iu 
cooked food only, and merely in return for work ^ “ 

The Commusioners dso request that you will furnish them with a Report 
on the state of the workhouses of each Union, when yon first entered upo/the 
dischaige of your duties, and likewise on their present state. ^ 

w- Commissioners desire to observe that the point respectinw 

r?the PoS S? “liritous, is the pressing fonvard the coUectiof 

WH ^ ® i dissolving the respective Boards of Guardians, to whose 

functions you have succeeded, the Commissioners have had principally this 
object ni view ; and they regard it as of essential importance to the interests of 

shown to be possible even in the 
•noT iLstricts ol Ireland, to collect a sufficient amount of rates to 

'^®***“*’°u at the present season. The Commissioners therefope 

theSnU'’^^ possible exertion to place the finances of 

tne Union on a satisfactory foundation. 



Messrs. Lecky, Thomas, and Carey, Vice-Guardians, to tlie Pooe-I.aw 
Commissioners: — st4u^usi 21, 1847, 

I6tb nf^In ^cl^owledge the receipt of your letter of the 

th of August, and seize the first unoccupied time to prepare a reply, such as 
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the nature of some of the subjects will admit of : and as the present state of the Baiiinrobe, Castie- 
rates of the several Unions under our charge seems the i^araniount question, unioos*^ ^***^"^ 
we shall endeavour, in the preliminary Report, to aflbrd you all the informa- ’ — 

tion in our power, and shall begin with Baiiinrobe. 

On our arrival we found that the collection of the rates had been confided Baiiinrobe. 
to one individual, Robert Bowen, Esq., a magistrate of the county IMayo, and as 
we were informed, frequently acting as grand juror. There was a considerable 
amount of rates due, and some time previous to our arrival the collector had 
made an attempt to enforce payment from about dO defaulters, by means of the 
magistrate’s Court of Petty Sessions, but failed in consequence of the Rate 
Books, which were produced as evidence, being found, as the Bench considered, 
defective, from part of the forms not having boon filled up with the dates, and 
also no dates being entered in the collectors’ warrants. We cannot let pass the 
mention of these most strange omissions of inserting the dates in these books 
without expressing a belief that they must have resulted from design, as per- 
sons at all accustomed to the duties of office must have observed the defective- 
ness of a document not having a date. However, a case has been submitted to 
the law officer of the Crown, and an answer received from him that the omis- 
sion of the date did not invalidate the document, if parole evidence could be 
had of the signing of the books and the declaration of the rate. We are not 
at present in a position to give you information as to the amount of rate col- 
lected by Mr. Bowen, and the arrears due by defaulters, as the books have been 
in the hands of Mr. Finlay, a gentleman sent down from the Poor Law Com- 
mission office to examine and report on this subject, and also on the state of 
the other books of the Union. Judging of Mr. Bowen’s efficiency for collecting 
by a cursory view of his books, we should be led to consider him a most 
useful officer, for they appear to be well filled up with entries of rates received, 
but Mr. Finlay’s inquiry must, after all, be the test on Avhicli to form an 
opinion. 

With respect to the general state of the Union, we feel justified in saying 
that Ave fear the great majority of all classes have experienced a sad and tr} ing 
reverse by the calamity of the last year, and that it will require a long series 
of prosperous harvests to restore the people to anything like their former re- 
ported condition. 

It is difficult for persons circumstanced as we are, to forai a decided opinion 
of the former state of this couni ry as contrasted with its present ; but it is appa- 
rent that it may be looked upon as having been for some time in what might 
be called a state of transition. Lands Avere let m large tracts to a number of 
persons aaIio lived in villages, and who in a great measure held in common, or 
were, at least, jointly subject to the proprietor’s claims, — a system by Avhich the 
property of the industrious man became subject to the debts of the idle and 
laz}'. As the evils of such a mode of management became apparent, the pro- 
prietors seem to have in many parts dispersed the villages, and given to each 
family or man a separate holding, in the majority of cases of small extent ; and 
thus a great part of the country became divided into small holdings, Avhich 
have been again sub-divided into smaller to meet the exigencies of the holders, 
arising sometimes from giving a settlement to younger members on their 
marriages, or from the necessity of acquiring means to pay debts by a sale of 
I^art of the lands. When a country, sub-divided in this manner, without a 
middle class of yeomanry who might from their condition be able to encounter 
a difficulty, Avas visited by a great calamity, its population was immediately 
prostrated, the claims of the landlord were but partially discharged, and as the 
necessity for acquiring the means of purchasing food continued to preSwS, the 
cattle, horses, sheep, pigs, and even the fowl, were brought to market and sold 
for whatever they Avould bring, and hence the almost utter deficiency of stock 
on the smaller holdings is apparent to the commonest observer. This system 
of almost universal small holdings is also prejudicial to the labour market. 

Every holder of a small tenement cultivates his own land, and requires no 
assistance beyond his own family, and AA-hen his crops are sown, there is no one 
to give him a day’s work : his neighbour is in the same predicament with him- 
self, and the domains of the gentry are few and far between. The very low 
price of labour here is the natural result, for even in the busy time of harvest 
the reaper receives, in general, no more than Sd. or lOr/. per day without food, 
when, in Leinster, they Avould receive from 2s. to 3^, ; and this will account for 
the multitudes of labourers who leave this country to reap the earlier harvests 
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BaiiiDrobe. Castle- of England, and the eastern and southern counties of Ireland, and can then 
return in time to cut their own later crops. 

— Except from report, we cannot give an opinion of the extent of laud under 

cultivation, as compared with former years. In this way we have learned that 
probably it is not so great; many fields and. patches that might have been ad- 
vantageously sown, are left bare ; and this is the more to be lamented, as there 
appears to be a most promising crop of wheat, barley, and oats. The small 
breadth of potatoes sown look well, and wthout any appearance of disease ; and 
an attempt, to a great extent, has been made to grow turnips ; but, from igno- 
rance of the proper management, this crop by lio means promises well, aJthougli 
were they even now properly thinned out, and the land hoed and cleaned, much 
food would be derived from them. The harvest as to time will be about an 
average of seasons ; already some wheat and barley has been cut, and another 
week or ten days will likely see a large breadth secured. 

As to the disposition of the labouring classes to find employment for them- 
selves, an observer must arrive at rather an anomalous conclusion. Experience 
proves that large numbers of both men and women yearly migrate to other 
lands to seek employment, and endure much hardship and privation in order to 
accumulate a small hoard with which they return to their families, and yet at 
home the same individuals do not exhibit the same energy of character, neglect- 
ing many advantageous employments on their own gardens, in cleaning, weed- 
ing, and cultivating the land ; and this at a time when the Government has 
been generously and lavishly supplying all their W’ants as to food. On Thurs- 
day moniing last, on a journey of 20 miles from Westport to Ballinrobe, be- 
tween the hours of 7 and 11, we did not remark a single individual in the 
fields, and only a few drawing turf from the bogs. Aud 'yesterday, between, 
Ballinrobe and Castlebar, except in one or two meadow fields, we made the 
same observation. If they had the disposition to work even for themselves, 
supplied as they are and have been, there is abundant opportunity; but we fear 
the disposition of the peasantry for honest labour and employment has been 
deeply and injuriously affected. We are often asked if there will be any Public 
Works, and to those we are convinced the people would fly with avidity, as 
there they would receive as much as their usual rate of wages, and be able to 
loiter away the time in pretended labour. 

Finally, we beg to assure you that no exertions have been or shall be wanting 
on our parts to meet your views in pressing forward the collecting of rates in the 
Unions under our charge. You are aware of the position in which the matter 
stood in Ballinrobe, and that, until operations over which we could scarcely 
exercise any control shall have been brought to completion, no commencement 
can be made; but when all these obstacles shall have been surmounted, our 
most strenuous efforts shall be made for the fulfilment of your views, and to 
justify the confident reliance you express of our using every exertion to place 
the finances of the Unions oil a satisfactory foundation. 

On looking over this Report, we find that we have omitted any notice of your 
inq^uiry as to the state in which we found the workhouses. 

Baijinrohe. In Ballinrobe we soon ascertained that the master, schoolmaster, and porter 

were persons wholly inefficient to fulfil the duties of their offices. The master 
was unable to establish any classification of the inmates, or maintain the disci- 
pline so essential to the order and regularity of a large establishment : the paupers 
appear to have gone in and out of the house, without the form of an admission 
or discharge. On taking a census of the inmates, about 150 individuals were 
found whose names did not appear on either the admission book or register, 
aud consequently there were no means of charging their previous support to 
the proper electoral divisions. In some of the books to be kept by the master, 
no entries had been made for nearly six months ; and, on further examination, 
he acknowledged that he could not keep accounts, aud that anything in that 
way was done by his son, a boy of 14 or 15 years of age'. He had no inventory 
of any articles in his possession, nor could he account for much tin-ware aid 
clothes lately purchased. The house was all through dirty ; the walls black 
with dust ; no tubs or buckets in the dormitories to receive the contents of the 
utensils, from which, of course, the atmosphere of those rooms must have been 
dangerously polluted ; the yards were overgrown with weeds, and the grounds 
around the house in a most neglected state. We have endeavoured to redress 
all these things, and hope soon to have them in respectable order. 
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Messrs. Lecky, Thom.^, and Carey, Vice-Guardians, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners : — August 27, 1847. 

In continuation of our Report of the 2 1st instant, which we had the 
honour to forward to you from Castlebar, we have to state that the greater part 
of that Report relating to the state of the Ballinrobe Union, the extent of land 
under cultivation at present, as compared with former years, the state of for- 
wardness of the harvest, and the disposition of the labouring classes to find w’ork 
for themselves, is all equally applicable to Castlebar, with, however, this difference : 
that the general quality of the land in the Ballinrobe Union is much superior to 
that of Castlebar, and that of both superior to Westport ; and there is also a 
greater appearance of advancement and improvement in those parts of the Bal- 
linrobe Union which we have visited, than can be traced in either of the others. 

As yet, there is but little progress made in the harvest work, although much 
of the wheat appears to be quite fit for the sickle ; and in the Ballinrobe Union, 
and indeed wherever sown, this crop promises to yield abundantly. The 
workhouse in Castlebar, as to its cleanliness and order, w’e found in a much 
better state than that of Ballinrobe, and 'Westport better than either ; but the 
grounds of all were disgraceful, being overgrown with thistles, docks, rag-weed, 
and every species of dirt which neglect and carelessness could encourage. 

The master of Castlebar house liad been but lately appointed to the situation, 
and did not appear to feel the power or authority with which he was invested ; 
and this, added to want of energy of character, militated mucli against the proper 
maintenance of discipline. We have endeavoured to stimulate him to more 
lively exertion, and with apparent success; andw^ere it probable that the man 
could make himself acquainted with the routine of keeping his books, he would, 
in our opinion, become a moderately useful officer. He is evidently anxious to 
make himself useful, but one thing we have to fear, that he is not sufficiently 
watchful to prevent the inmates quitting the premises and wandering to the 
town. Should our suspicions be confirmed on this x^oint, we intend formally 
reporting him for neglect: we have frequently remonstrated with him about it. 
Ill all these establishments there has been an utter want of implements for men 
to work with, w’hich has afforded some excuse for the land not being tilled, 
but it does not justify the allowing such a crop of tall w'eeds as disfigured the 
grounds, and which miglit have been pulled. We are thus minute on these 
points, as such observations convey means of knowing the characters of this 
class of officers, as well as affording a knowledge of the condition of the pre- 
mises tliemselves. 

We were glad to find the ivorkhonse of Westport comparatively clean and 
orderly, and a striking disxiosition in the master to fulfil his duties. He appears 
remarkably intelligent and zealous, and, considering the adverse circumstances 
with which he has had to contend, has liis house in a very good state ; and 
had the proper supplies of implements and necessaries been afforded him, we 
are convinced no fault would have to be found with his charge. 

On the subject of the required estimate of the numbers which hereafter may 
require relief in these Unions, we find it impossible to arrive at any safe conclu- 
sion. We have no sufficient data to proceed on. For the last year the Public 
Works, and latterly the distribution of food, in various ways tended to keep off 
the x>ressure from the w'orkhouses ; as those capable of doing any labour, would 
prefer being abroad to aceex^ting the shelter to be afforded there ; and at this 
season, the harvest labour, and many employments the country may afford, 
will very probably keep the tide of applications for admission at a low standard 
until the winter sets in ; but should no extraneous means of emx>loyment arise, 
and provisions become enhanced in value, we much fear there will be after 
Christmas a considerable change in the case. The common food o£ the iieople 
will, ere very long, be quite consumed : as it is, since the striking off of such 
numbers from the Relief Lists, a great inroad has been made on the small 
breadth of potatoes sown. The only information the inspecting officers could 
afford us, was founded on their lists of those not having more than one rood 
of land (and of returns of those the Government are already in possession) ; but 
the numbers are so overwhelming, amounting in some Unions to 20,000, that 
all calculation was set at defiance from this source. However, those gentlemen 
are now preparing lists of the residue at present on their books, which it is 
probable will afford a clearer view of the numbers of the actually destitute. 



Ballinrobe, Castle- 
bar, and Westport 
L'oions. 

Castlebar. 



Westport. 
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There are at present no rate collectors in the Union of Castlebar. Two 
brothers, of the name of O’Malley, who held the office, having been dismissed 
by you before our arrival. There appears to l^e an arrear of about 700^., which 
has been carried into a new set of books, in addition to a rate of 3^. in the 
pound, apportioned to the liabilities of the several electoral divisions. 

Advertisements have been inserted in the two local newspapers, calling for 
tendei-s for the collection of these rates, but the only one received for the whole 
Union was at 3s. M. in the pound, which we rejected ; and the man since 
made an offer, verbally, of collecting for 2s. 9d., which we also rejected. 
We have refrained from advertising a second time, lest it should throw discredit 
on the Union ; and should be very glad to have your advice on this point, 
now that the books are almost ready to be handed to the collectors. 

In Westport, we found that the late Board had pursued the strange course of 
striking a large rate on part of the Union, which they hoped would prove pro- 
ductive, and leaving the rest, which constituted the great bulk of the rural dis- 
tricts, almost burdenless. The consequence was, that no provision was made to 
pay off the liabilities of the Union, amounting to nearly 3000/., or for the heavy 
wants of the house. We have prepared an estimate, on which to found a rate, 
u'liich will amount in the total to nearly 7000/. It is probable a considerable 
part of this may not be collected at present, l)ut enongh may be got to satisfy 
in part the pressing claims of creditors and keep the house open. 

There is much of the Union of Westport which we have visited in almost a 
totally rmproductive state : for instance, the electoral division of Achill and 
Ballycroy, and part of the electoral division of Newport. At present, the 
pressure from those parts is not heavy, nor is the population of the two former 
large ; but should no employment be found whereby wages may be earned, 
the population of these two divisions must either depend upon the workhouse or 
perish. Two of our numljer who visited these localities, did not see as much 
crops on the land as would feed the people for a month. 



The Poor L.^w CoaniissiOKERs to Messrs. Lecky, 1’homas, and Carey, Vice- 
Guardians: — Sepie7»6er '2, 1847. 

T ,■ directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
i\ehef of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your coramu- 
nication of the 27th ultimo, relating to the state of the Castlebar Union, and 
^verting also to the Ballinrohe and Westport Unions; and I am to express the 
Commissioners thanks for the information afforded by your report. 

With regard to the difficulty which you have found in obtaining satisfactory 
d^irous of being appointed collectors of poor-rate in the 
Castlebar Union, the Commissioners recommend you to insert in the usual 
public papers further advertisements for collectors, fixing such a rate of 
poundage for remuneration as you consider will cause proper candidates to offer 
themselv^, and notifying at the same time the amount of rate to be collected 
in each district. If you apprehend that no local candidates will come forward, 
advertisements should be inserted in the Dublin newspapers. 

As regards the rates due from the Eai-1 of Lucan, and other Immediate 
Lessors, the Commissioner are disposed to think it might have been desirable, 
to brmg the question of their liability to issue by civil bill or action in the 
superior Courte, employing for that puiqiose a solicitor. 

The Commissioners request that they may be furnished ■with your views in 
reference to this suggestion. 



Messrs. Lecky, Thomas, and Carey, Vice-Guardians, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners. 

Castlebar, Sepfetnler 5, 1847. 

On inquiring yesterday what had resulted from our order to the clerk 
to to barony cess collectors of the Union to know whether they would 
maertate the collection of the poor-rate, he produced one answer from a Mr. 

rJ tu f ivr ^ Tyrawley, declining the appointment. But having 

beard that Mr. Malley, wbo is collector for this barony, was in Castlebar, we 
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sent for him, aud he attended the Board ; and, after some negociation, proposed 
collecting in the whole Union, save the electoral division of Addergoole, which Unions. 

he said was too remote from him, at 2s. 6d. in tlie pound. It appears he is a 

person of respectability, and can find ample security for the faithful dischaig;e ® 
of the duties. There are two objections to accept this offer, — the verj' high 
rate of poundage, and leaving out one of the divisions, which it might be diffi- 
cult to find a collector to accept. Addergoole is in great part a wild mountain- 
ous district, lying on the north side of the Union, and will, we supix»se, present 
more difficulties than other parts. We have Mr. Malloy’s proposal in writing, 
but shall not act on it until we receive your instructions. 



The Poor L.^iW Commissioners to Messrs. Legky, Thomas, and C.\ry, Vice- 
Guardians : — Septemher S, 134". 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, have had before them your communication of the 5th instant, stating 
that Mr. hlalley, barony cess collector, has proposed to collect the poor-rate in 
tlie entire of the Castlebar Union, save the electoral division of Addergoole, at 
a remuneration of 2s. 6d. in the pound, and that it appears that he is a person, 
of respectability, and can find ample security for the faithful discharge oi' the 
duties of tlie office, but that there are two objections to accepting his offer, the 
high rate of poundage M’hich he requires, and leaving out the Addergoole 
division, for which it may be impossible hereafter to find a collector. 

In reply, I am directed to state that the Commissioners are of opinion that 
it may be advisable, upon the whole, to accept Mr. Malley's offer, on his giving 
proper security, and to make the best x>rovision afterwards for the Addergoole 
division, which the circumstances will admit. 



Messrs. Lecky, Carey, and Tho>lys, Vice-Guardiai^ to the Poor Law 
Commissioners : — Sepiemler 20, 1847. 

As you have desired that we should report to you from time to time on. 
fl.11 matters relating to the affairs of the Unions under our charge, we resume 
our communications, however small the matter we may have to report upon. 

It is pleasant to be able to say that our three workhouses are improving in 
order and cleanliness. There ajipears to be a great degree of zeal and efficiency 
on the part of the officei*s, and a determination to exercise a more stringent 
discipline in the management of the inmates. Our Minutes will have shown, 
you that as yet there has not been much pressure for admission manifested ; 
and although from the wan countenances and wasted figures of most of the 
applicants, considerable distress may be supposed to pervade the country, still 
there is such an inherent dislike to the confinement, restraint, and order ol a 
well-regulated workhouse, that except from dire necessity the bulk of the 
adult population will not seek a refuge in it There is doubtless a general 
wish to quarter the women and children on the rates, by representing such as 
widows and orphans, or deserted wives ; but a careful examination generally 
discovers the deceit, and latterly there have been but few attempts at fraud in 
this way. When the relieving officers come to discharge their duties, we hope 
much of this kind of scheming will he put an end to, and many of our diffi- 
culties lessened. You will also have perceived from the Minutes, that in the 
Castlebar and Wtesti)ort houses fever has nearly disappeared, whilst in that of 
Ballinrobe it is almost as rife as when we arrived : happily it is of a mild cha- 
racter, and rarely ends in death. 

W’ith respect to our prospects regarding funds from the rates, arrangements Builinrobe. 
have so far progressed tliat the collection may soon be expected to ^ put in 
operation. An understanding appears to he arrived at of the p^ition in which 
Mr. Bowen stands. After an interview with Mr. Finlay, in which that gentl<^ 
man reported the amount of his deficiencies, two of our body met him on his 
way home, and he stated that he had an explanation with Mr. Finlay, and 
although he could not have believed that he was so much behind, yet still he 
supposed that ^Ir. Finlay’s figures must be right; that he had some document 
at home which he intended sending to that gentleman, which would supply 
materials for a set-off, and whatever was the balance he would hold himself 
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• accountable for. We are strongly of opinion, should Mr. Botven fairly dis- 
charge or even mainly discharge, whatever may be his recognised liabilities, 
that he ought not to be cast off without deep consideration ; circumstanced 
as this country is at present, it would be difficult to find an individual or 
individuals so qualified to fulfil the duties of a collector. He is now the known 
officer of the Board, has an acquaintance with the people and country, knows 
who has the means of paying, and would exercise an influence in obtaining 
X)ayments which probably a new officer might not possess. We also think it 
likely Mr. Bowen, as a collector, might prove more punctual under our ma- 
nagement than that of the late Boaffi, as his intimate acquaintance and long fa- 
miliar association with them might have encouraged a freedom which he must 
feel we could not permit. We have carefully avoided giving him any reason 
to suspect that his sendees would not be sought for again. 

In Castlebar we have had a perfect understanding with Mr. W. Malley, who 
appears to be a very proper person, is highly spoken of, and we believe gives 
great satisfaction as a barony cess collector. We had him at our Board-room 
on Saturday, and the Chairman told him we were now in a position finally to 
armuge with him, having obtained your sanction for so doing; that as we were 
willing to allow him so high a rate of poimdage, he ought not to make a selec- 
tion of the least difficult divisions, but to take the whole Union. We showed 
him that his successful collection would be a source of very considerable emolu- 
niient, and that the aljundant advantages of the great bulk would amply repay 
for the difficulties of the comparatively small remainder. Finally, Mr. Malley 
agreed to take tlie whole, and, at our request, gave us a proposal in writing, a 
copy of which has been jdaced on the Minutes, and we now only await your in- 
forming us what is tlie projoer amount of security for us to require, and to have 
sucli names as he tenders approved by our solicitor. 

In Westi)ort, this important matter is in a much more immature condition. 
We have had refusals from most of the barony cess collectors, nor have any 
others shown a disposition to accept the office. We have rather pressed, it on 
Mr. Sudden, the collector in the Westport electoral division; but hitherto he 
has been averse to undertake it. However, we hope he will attend the meet- 
ing of the Board on Wednesday, when we intend proposing it to him again. 
"Westport Union appears the worst circumstanced of the three under our 
charge ; the majority of the country is poor, unimproved, and badly cultivated ; 
the rural inhabitants, to all apx3earance, badly provided for, and unprepared to 
meet the difficulties of an impending scarcity. There are vast tracts of the 
northern and southern parts of the Union nearly naked of either stock or crops; 
and although in such of those districts as came under our observation, the popu- 
lation is thin, yet stdl from their stripped condition it must be hard for them to 
surmount the pressme of the next year. 

While writing on the affairs of this Union, it may be well to state that on 
Wednesday we were favoured by a visit from Sir R. O’Donnell in our Board- 
room. He said he took the liberty of calling to ask us a few questions. The 
Chairman told him he would be happy to give him any information as far as 
was consistent with our duty. He asked what rates we had struck. This ques- 
tion we told him we were not prepared to answer. He asked how we intended 
to apply the law on tlie subject of out-door relief. "We said to attend to all 
X^roper applications until the workhouse was filled, and then to continue to give 
accommodation in the house for further applicants, by pensioning out the very 
aged and infirm, and, if x^ossible, clearing the house of all the children by 
placing them in. a distinct establishment, to be axjpropriated to their sole accom- 
modation under properly qualified officers ; and that any further extension of 
relief must depend on the exigencies, as they arose. He said he lilied our views, 
that they appeared to be well considered, and would, lie thought, work the law 
fairly ; that such a test would operate in quenching the avidity for dependence ; 
that he believed that many who now indulged the hope of obtaining out-door 
relief would never consent to accept relief in the house; in fact, that such per- 
sons would rather perish than come into the workhouse. His next question 
■was, whether in striking the rates we contemplated making some electoral 
divisions support the heavier burdens likely to press on others. We said our 
estimate should be founded on tlie just liabilities of the Union, and the probable 
expenditure to be incurred in carrying out the amended Act of last Session. 
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He then said he thought it necessary to inform us that there were many parts of 
the Union from wliich no rates whatever had been collected, and instanced the Umonl 

electoral division of Clare Island, which he said from the first establisiiment 

of the Union to tliis day had contributed nothing to the rates, and appealed to '^’estport. 
Mr. Sudden, who happened to be present, if such was not the case. He also said 
that some former collectors had not settled their accounts, and it was believed 
there were large balances in their hands unaccounted for; that from the loose 
manner in which the affairs of the Union had been managed, those parties were 
now able to walk about and laugh at all responsibility. \Ve said such informa- 
tion was valuable, and should be attended to. Sir Richard said he should feel 
happy at being allowed occasionally to visit us, which we told him would afford 
us satisfaction, and he took his departure. 

The last subject of Sir Richard’s communication we think so important as to 
deserve your consideration, whetlier an appointment should be made to exa- 
mine the books of the Union. On inquiring from the officers of the house, wc 
learned that of the first rate of lOcZ. in the pound over the whole Union, much 
remained unpaid, and that when the Board of Guardians were about to strike 
the next rate, of I6cl, they proposed to bum the last rate-books and begin over 
again ; that tliere were large arrears due, but it would be difficult to unravel the 
mystery, as the collectoi*s would refuse to give information. 

"iVe request you will take into your consideration, whether we ought not to 
give the collectors of the new rate directions to make tlieir lodgments with the 
treasurer in the names of the Vice-Guardians. There are such a number of 
outstanding cheques, and to such large amount, that all tire first collections would 
be absorbed in discharging those liabilities, and the present difficulties in 
maintaining the houses be continued for an indefinite time ; and probably many 
claims would be paid wdiich might require to be closely examined. 

We are sorry to have to inform you, that great loss has been sustained by the 
ravages of the storm of Wednesday and Thursday last on the standing croirs. 

Either from ignorant prejudice or inertness, the farmers left their crops of 
wheat and oats uncut long after the proper time, and w'hen caught by the high 
winds, w’hich prevailed on those days, much grain was shaken out of the ear 
and consequently lost. There is still a large breadth of corn remaining uncut 
through the county Mayo, and also much that has not yet come to maturity. 



ExTRiiCT from Minutes of Vice Guardians of C.^stlebar Union i — 

September 18, 1S47. 

Read letter from Mr. William IMalley (barony cess collector), pro- Castlebar, 
posing himself as a rate collector for the whole Union of Castlebar; the Vice- 
Guardians have accepted his proposal, and will refer for the validity of his 
securities to their solicitor, on receiving the sanction of the Commissioners, and 
on being informed of the amount of security necessary. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Messrs. Leckt, Tho^ias, and Carey, 
Vice-Guardians : — September 22, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had under consideration your report of the 20th instant relating 
to the state of the Balliurobe, Castlebar, and "Westport Unions, and your pro- 
ceedings for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in those Unions. 

As regards your inquiry as to the amount of security to be required from the 
collectors in the Castlebar Union, I am directed to state that the Commissioners 
are of opinion that a joint and several bond for 500/., to be executed by each 
collector and his sureties, may be sufficient 

With respect to the collection on the Addergoole division, the Commis- 
missioners are perfectly satisfied to leave the arrangements in your hands. 

"With reference to the accounts of the late collectors of poor-rate in the 
Westport Union, I am to state that you can employ an accountant to examine 
and check the accounts, if you tliink that to incur the expense would be for the 
advantage of the Union. The Commissioners caimot spare any further assist- 
ance from their office for service of this nature at present. 

The question as to the lodgement of the amount of rate which may now be 
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Baiiinrobe, Castk- collected in the Ballim’obe, Castlebar, and Westport Unions in the names of the 
Unions, Vice-Guardiaus, so as to prevent the money being used in meeting outstanding 

— cheq^ues, is a veiy serious one ; and in reference thereto the Commissioners 

request that you will have the goodness to inform them whether you are of 
opinion that it can be effected without changing the treasurer, and whether the 
latter officer is not one of the creditors of the Board of Guardians. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Messrs. Lecky, Thomas, and Carey : — 
September 29, 1847, 

With reference to the question as to the account to which the rates now 
to be collected in the Baiiinrobe, Westport, and Castlebar Unions should be 
paid, I am to state that the Commissioners are of opinion that it would be 
advisable that you should specially appoint your treasurer in each Union, so 
as more distinctly to identify the account and the payments to the credit of it. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to R. Bowen, Esq., J. P., Collector of Poor 
Rates in Baiiinrobe Union : — September 22, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Law^s for Relief of the Poor 
Baiiinrobe, in Ireland have had under consideration a copy of the report which has been 

made to the Vice-Guardians of the Baiiinrobe Union of the examination of 
your accounts of the collection of the rate. 

It aiipears from this report that of a rate, amounting with the arrears of the 
former rate, to 3747/. 6^ Shd., you have collected 2172/. ]8^. 111^., and that 
you have lodged with the Union treasurer 1452/. 13#. Id., leaving a balance of 
720/. 5#. lOJc/. still to be accounted for by you, and an arrear of 1514/. 7s. 4id. 
uncollected. 

The Commissioners will be glad to receive whatever explanation you have to 
offer with regard to the sum of 720/. 5s. lOirf. which you have coUected, but 
have not yet lodged with the Union treasurer. 

They have at the same time to request that you will make forthwith a lodge- 
ment of that amount, the money being much required by the Guardians to 
meet their current expenses. 

The Commissioners request your immediate attention to this matter, as it is 
desirable that the accounts connected with the collection of the former rate 
should be cleared up, and settled before the new rate, amounting to upwards of 
12,800/., is placed in your hands to collect. 

The Commissioners await your explanation of the circumstance of your 
having omitted to lodge the sum of 720/. 5s. 10</. with the Union treasurer. 



Mr. Bowen, J.P., Collector, to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Grahan, HoUymount, September 1847. 

In reply to your letter of the 22nd instant, relative to the balance of 
poor-rate which appears against me on the settlement of the accounts, I beg 
to say that I was permitted by the late Board to stop my poundage according 
as I collected, which, together with an account of simdry expenses furnished 
to Mr. Finlay, would reduce the amount outstanding to about 300/. For this 
amount appearing against me I am unable to account, as I was under the 
impression that there was not more than 20/. of a balance on either side of 
the accounts, and I fear that my books have been unfairly dealt with prior to 
their being laid before Mr. Finlay. 

It having been the first time of my collection, and not having been so well 
used to the business, I kept no second book of enti’ies, and from the number of 
hands that the books have been in, I fear that I have been duped. 

Had I received so much as 300/., and made use of it on my own account, I 
could trace it in my private accounts, but I am unable to do so. 

It is a strange coincidence that the block receipt books lodged with the late 
clerk are not forthcoming 
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However, liaving given up my books to iMr. Finlay with that amount 
appeai’ing against me, I, of course, must lie accountable lor it if insisted on bv 
the Commissioners. It irill have the effect, however, of making me much 
more cautious in future how entries are made in the books. 

I am not at the present moment able to lodge that amount, but for whatever 
sum the Commissioners hold me accountable, I ivill lodge with i\Ir. Lecky my 
acceptance at 91 days, and, as collateral security, leave my poundage on the new 
rate in the hands of the Board until the amount is cleared off, 

I shall take good care that such an error shall not occur in future. 

May I beg that the Commissioners will communicate with me on the sub- 
ject, and also with Mr. Lecky, before Thursday next, as he required of me to 
meet him in Ballinrobe on that day. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Vice-Gi-audians of Ballinrode U.nion: 
— October 1, 184/. 

With reference to the letter addressed to Mr. Bowen on the 22nd ultimo, 
a copy of which has lieen transmitted lor your information, the Commissioners 
desire me to forward to you herewith a copy of a letter v\ Inch they liave received 
troni Mr. Bowen, dated the 25th ultimo, containing the explanation which he 
has to offer of the circumstance of Iiis having omitted to lodge in the hands of 
the Union treasurer a sum of 720/. 6s. lOIs/., which he had collected. 

"U ith regard to Mr. Bowen’s statement, — unconsciousness that so large a sum 
as that referred to had been collected without being paid into the hands of the 
L’nion treasurer, and his doubts upon the point, — it appears to the Commissioners 
that there could be uo doubt as to the amount collected, the books showing it, 
and that 3Ir. Bowen ought not, therefore, to have doubted his owing so much 
as it ap]->ears that he does. 

Mr. Bowen does not, however, refuse to be accountable for this debt ; but he 
declares his inability to pay it, aud tenders, as security for payment hereafter, 
liis note of hand at 91 days, and the poundage on the new rate if appointed 
collector. 

As a security, his note of hand is not more available than hispersonal liability, 
otherwise than as barring plea in case of law proceedings for recovery ; and it is 
to be kept in view that he can only jiay the amount out of the produce of the 
new rate. 

It therefore appears almost a certain consequence of such arrangement that he 
would become as much in debt under the new rate as he is at present; but in 
that case there would be a new bond, with responsible sureties ; even that, how- 
ever, is not certain ; while it is obvious that the course proposed, of allowing 
Mr. Bowen to collect the new rate, is a compromise of principle, in admitting a 
collector who has detained the public money for his own uses, contrary to law, 
to be placed in a position that would enable him to detain more money, with a 
view of answering the necessities arising from the proposed stoppage of his 
official allowance. 

For these reasons it would be advisable that the Vice-Guardians should obtain 
the services of a collector in the room of Mr. Bowen, and have tlie necessary 
steps taken to recover the money which lie has detained. The Commissioners 
will also feel bound to issue a sealed order for his removal, imless some strong 
grounds be stated to justify a departure from this usual course in such cases. 

The Commissioners request that they may be informed when the new rates 
will be signed on each of the Unions under your superintendence. 



Messrs. Lecet, Carey, and Thomas, Vice-Guardiaite, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners. 

Ballinrobe, October 1, 1847. 

Since our last Report we have had two interviews with Mr. Bowen, 
which were mostly occupied in conversation on the position in which he stood, 
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and his prosi^ects as to his future employment as a rate-collector ; and after a 
good deal of consideration, -we deem it right to inform you of our present 
opinions. 

Mr. Bowen freely admits his responsibility for the amount of balance which 
appears to the debit of his cash account with the late Board of Guardians ; 
and he states that in his letter to you he offers his bills, or to allorv his poundage 
from the forthcoming rate to be stopped, for the purpose of liquidating it. The 
former, we fear, are of small value, as it seems the general opinion that his debts 
are large, aud his property encumbered to the full. His second offer might be 
deserving of some consideration, were it in his power to give ample security 
to us, for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office. That we consider as 
the material feature of the case. With two good and solvent securities, joined 
with himself for 3000/., and a stringent and watchful supervision of his collec- 
tion as it progressed, and not allowing money to any considerable amount to re- 
main, save from week to week, in his hands, we see no reason to fear that the 
balance due by him to the Union would not be secured, and the present rates 
collected and properly lodged. But can he obtain such security ? The general 
opinion is in the negative ; and it might probably be the simplest course at once 
to ascertain this point, as in case of his not being able to satisfy us clearly and 
sufficiently, there must he the strongest and most insuperable objections to allow 
of his being engaged. There can be no doubt of Mr. Bowen’s activity and 
energy in promptly making his collection ; but these qualities, good in them- 
selves, would be of little value, were they to be accompanied by any possible risk 
of the forthcoming of the money about to be collected : aud we feel com- 
pelled to the persuasion that, viewing the whole circumstances of the case, 
nothing could justify his being allowed to continue in so responsible an office, 
but a satisfactory expectation of saving to the funds of the Union so large a 
sum as that due by him. 

Looking to the possibility of Mr. Bowen’s failing in the essential qualifi- 
cation to which we have alluded, and your being satisfied to risk the sub- 
sequent repayment of his debt, it is well that you should understand that there 
is every reason to conclude that a respectable substitute can be found at hand. 
Yesterday evening, Mr. Walsh, a cess collector for the barony of Kilmaiue, 
waited on us, at our Board-room, and said, that having heairi that Mr. 
Bowen would not be engaged again as a rate collector, he had come to offer 
his services for his own barony, which embraced one half of the Union. 
We told him it was not possible at present to entertain his proposition, inas- 
much as a negociatiou was pending between Mr. Bowen and the Commissioners; 
but that should the result of that uegociation leave us at liberty, we thought the 
course most likely to be adopted was that of writing to the different barony cess 
collectors of the Union, and in this way he would come to be iufonned of the 
issue. We asked him in case of his being offered the collection of the whole 
Union, would he take it ; he said he would. On inquiry, we have learned that 
Mr. Walsh is a very respectable man, of considerable wealth, and in partnership 
with a Mr. Fair, in collecting the county cess of the barony of Kilmaine, and 
can give undoubted security to any amount. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Vice-Guardians; — October 2, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for Belief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
the 1st instant, referring to your former Report with respect to the propriety of 
promising Mr. Bowen to resume the collection of the poor-rate, in the Ballin- 
robe Union, and informing the Commissioners of the offer of Mr. Walsh, the 
collector of county cess in a large portion of the Union, to collect the rate in his 
district, or in the whole of the Union. 

With regard to Mr. Bowen, I am to request your attention to the Commis- 
sioners’ letter of yesterday’s date, in wiiich they have informed you of their 
decision in reference to his being permitted to resume the collection of the rate. 

The Commissioners learn with satisfaction that you have received a proposal 
to collect the poor-rate, from the collector of coimty cess, in a large portion of 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




51 



AND STATE OF THE UNIONS, IN IRELAND. 



the Union ; and they request that you Trill inform them of the rate of pound- 
age at which Mr. Walsh proposes to collect the rate, and of the security which 
he will give for the due discharge of his duties. 

The Commissioners, at the same time, desire to draw your attention to the 
provisions of the 73rd section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, by which the 
several county cess collectors are constituted collectors of poor-rate in the elec- 
toral divisions, for any part of which they are collectors of counWcess, provided 
that they are approved by the Commissioners, and give such security, and 
accept such remuneration, as the Commissioners approve. 

The Commissioners consider that it would be advantageous that tlie collector 
or collectors of county cess in the remaining portion of the Union should collect 
the rate in their districts respectively ; and the CommJssioners request tliat voii 
will be so good as to communicate with those parties for this object. 

If the other county cess collectors decline the collection, it may be ver\' 
desirable to accept Mr. "Walsh’s proposal for the whole Union. 



BaUinrobe, Castli;- 
liar, and Wesfpart 
Unions. 

Ballinrobe. 



Messrs. Leckt, Thomas, and Carey, Vice-Guardians to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners: — October 3, 1847. 

W E have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 1 st instant, conveying copy of a letter from Mr. Dowen to you, explanatory 
of his conduct as a rate collector of the Ballinrobe Union ; and statintr your 
views of the position in which tliat gentleman stands, as a defaulter ^of the 
public money ; also your desire that w’e should obtain, the sendees of a collector 
in the room of Mr. Bowen. 

Referring to our letter of the same date, in which we recognize a strong coin- 
cidence of sentiment with you on this important subject, we cannot but approve 
of the determination you have arrived at, to order liis dismissal ; and in resjiect 
to the course to be pursued in such dismissal, we have no reasons to offer why 
the usual mode should not be observed as in similar cases of delinquency. 

In the letter above alluded to, we informed you of an offer made to us by 
Mr. Thomas Walsh, of Garristown, near Hollymoimt, to become the collector. 
On subsequent inquiry we have heard much to the advantage of this gentlcmau ; 
his connections are highly respectable ; he is punctual in his dealings, of indus- 
trious habits, and independent in property and position. Immediately on 
receipt of your letter we wrote to him, requesting his attendance on the Board 
on Thursday next, and that he would be pleased to give us a written proposal, 
for collecting the rates of the Union, also stating the terms on which he would 
collect them; and the names of two sufficient securities. We judged it best for 
the public service to be thus prompt, as were we to wait a call on and reply 
from the other cess collectors of the Union, — one, we under.stand, living in the 
County Galway, — ^much valuable time would have escaped. We are sadly 
annoyed that tliis has been so much the case already ; but the position of these 
Unions, with respect to the new rate has been peculiarly adverse ; in almost 
every department confusion has existed ; old hands were obliged to be dis- 
missed, and new ones called in ; time consumed in arranging with you on the 
proper amount of rate to be struck ; and other circumstances which have com- 
pelled a protraction of the affairs, greatly to be lamented. But we now hope 
those hindrances have been happily surmounted : to-morrow, at an adjourned 
meeting of the Board here, we propose signing the books, and appointing our 
collector for Castlebar, and only await the arrival of the new form of bonds, 
and having them comjdeted to put the collection, in operation. 

In Ballinrobe, we expect the bool^ will be in readiness on the next Board 
day, and the foregoing statement respecting Mr, Walsh informs you of the 
position of that Union in this respect. In Westport, we expect four of the 
books will be ready on next Board day, but their other means are not so pro- 
mising. No collectors are willing to undertake the duty, altliough some have 
been pressed to the engagement ; however, we hope our advertisement in the 
Dublin Advertiser and the local newqiapers, may produce some success. 

You will perceive by the Minutes of last week’s proceedings, that a great in- 
crease has taken place in the number of applications for admission to all tlie 
houses; nearly 200 each in Westport and Ballinrobe, and 100 here. In 
consequence of these demonstrations, we have been looking about for separate 
accommodation for the children. In Ballinrobe, there is a very promising con- 
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cerii, the property of a Mr. Courteney, consisting of two houses three stories 
high, and two others similar, but without roofs or floors, all in the one range, 
and with sufficient yards attaclied. We waited on Mr. Lambert, to consult him 
resjjcctiug their occupation, and he has promised in the kindest mamier to write 
to JMr. Courteney, and make the necessary inq^uiries; he has also engaged to 
have the proper arrangements completed for the plot of ground for the i'ever 
ward ; and on Mr. 'Wilkinsou supplying the plans ajid specifications we shall 
advertise for a contractor. It would be a great satisfaction if we could have 
the advantage of Mr. VVilicinson’s inspection of those buildings of Mr, 
Courteney’s ; he would view them with more experienced eyes than ours, and 
■would form a correct estimate of the outlay necessary to complete and furnish 
them. We have seen nothing else in Ballinrobe that would answer the 
j)urpose. In Castlebar, there is no suitable concern. We have looked about in 
all directions, and made inquiries, but without success ; nor can the object of 
separating the children from the workhouse be attained ivithout erecting 
a building expressly for the purpose. In Westport, Mr. Richard Bourke 
engaged to make inquiries to this end, and we directed his attention to the 
Quay, where there are a number of apparently unoccupied stores ajid 
buildings likely to answer. We shall probably hear from him on the subject, 
and at all events look out ourselves next Wednesday, 

We have consulted Mr. Manus O’Donel, our solicitor here, on the proceedings 
necessary to be adopted in Mr. Bowen’s case, and he wishes to have lUr. 
Bowen’s bond, -with any observations you may think it right to make on the 
matter. 



Messrs. Leckt, Thomas, and Carey, Vice-Guardians, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners. 

Castlebar, October 18, 1847. 

W E have the honour to inform you, tliat on coming to sign the rate-books 
of this Union on Saturday, some errors iu the calculations were discovered,, 
which required that they shbuld be more carefully examined, which is x>ro- 
ceediiig, and having adjourned our Board to 10 o’clock this morning we intend 
to have them comjjleted. Mr. Malley’s bond will also be executed either this 
day or to-morrow, and he promises instantly to commence the collection, and 
to continue his exertions with unremitting assiduity. We have fonvarded his 
answer to the usual queries, aud hope to have your sanction by to-morrow’s 
post. 

The i>ressure for admission here was not so severe as at Ballinrobe, yet still 
there were 68 taken in, and most of them in a wretched suffering state, their 
countenances pale and cadaverous, and their persons wasted almost to skeletons, 
evidently corroborating the common rumour, that great numbers of the 
peasantry have been latterly living solely on turnips, and these being now 
nearly exhausted, they are forced to the workhouse by hunger. In Castlebar 
the workhouse has beeu constructed to accommodate 700, consequently there 
will be 130 vacancies for the admissions of next Board, calculating on the 
general average of discharges and deaths. 

In some few instances we have sanctioned the relieving officers giving 2 a 6d. 
or 3-s. a week to families afflicted with lever, where the sufferers were not in a 
conditiou to be removed to the workhouse ; and we were prompted to this from 
a persuasion that it would be more advantageous with our present limited ac- 
commodation for such j)atients to keep them in their own cabins at a light 
expense, than bring them to the workhouse while under the disease, and thus 
probably spread it through the crowded inmates there. With this -^vasting 
malady spreading thi'ough all parts of the Union, it is most distressing and 
lamentable to have to reflect that there is not one fever hosj^ital in its wide 
extent, or auj" available place of refuge to be obtained where the houseless or 
impoverished sufferer from fever could be accommodated and provided for. 

Should you be of ox>inion that Mr. Wilkinson’s suggestion ought to be acted 
on, of postponing the building of the fever ward until the spring of next year, 
we -would strongly advise that the second half of the wooden shed on tJie 
■^vorkhouse premises should be immediately constructed, and the wooden roofs 
of both be covered with some material capable of keeping out the rain, wliich 
the half now finished camiot do in its jn'esent state. 
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The Poor Law Com.missio>‘Ers to the Vice-Guardians of Castlebar Union : — BaUinrobc, Casii^ 
Ooolc- 10, 1847. 

I A3I directed b? the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of answers to queries Casfieiiur. 
respecting the appointment of Mr. William ]\Ialley, collector of poor-rates lor 
the Castlebar Union, and I am to convey to you the Commissioners’ a]?proval 
of this ap})ointment ou the terms proposed ; a Ibiin of bond to be entered into 
by the collector is seat herewith. 



‘The Poor Law Commissioners to the Vice-Guardians of Castlehra* Union: — 
November 6, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor iu 
Ii-elaud have had under consideration your communication of the ISth ultimo, 
relative to j)ost])omng the building ol‘ the fever ward until next spring, and Casilebaj. 
recommending that the second half of the wooden shed on the workhouse pre- 
mises should be immediately constructed. In reference thereto, I am to state, 
that it appears to the Commissioners that it would be well to occupy the hall' 
building already erected, as it n ill not be in the contractor’s way till the spring. 

If tlie Guardians have command of funds to pay for the second half as 
proposed by them, the Commissioners assume that it ^vould be useful. 



JMessrs. Lecky and Thomas, Vice-Guardians, to the Poor Law Co-mmissioners ; 

October 26, 1847. 

Having experienced a most painful day on Saturday, in being obliged to 
remain for many houi-s listening to the clamorous and pitii'ul applications for 
admission from a wretched mass of human miserj% to the number of 200, which 
were congregated about the door of the workhouse, but which tlie position we 
were placed in, debarred us from relieving, we came to the determination of 
deputing one of our colleagues to- give you a statement of what occurred, and of 
the perilous prosjK'cts of this country for the future. 

Had we on Saturday even a prospect of obtaining a sufficiency of shirts and 
shifts for the creatures whose filthy condition rendered them doubly dangerou , 
we might have yielded to our feelings of commiseration, and liave admitted 
tlie most urgent cases : but the stock of those articles in our possession was 
barely sufficient jbr the use of those already in the house, and our advertise- 
ment for supplies appeared to be treated with scorn, as not one tender was sent 
in : this, and the protest of the medical officer, whose zeal and attention to his 
-duties we have every reason to be satisfied with, compelled us unwillingly to 
shut the doors. However, we now hope to be in a better position lor next 
Saturday. Yesterday we waited on the Rev. Mr. Stoney, who has a consider- 
able number of poor persons employed in manufacturing frieze and linen, and 
having represented our need to him, we obtained a considerable quantity of 
those goods from him, and liave put every female- tliat could be spare<l from 
the uecessary business of the house, to make inside garments lor the number we 
may deem it prudent to admit ; but even this wiU be but small allevkition, 
-compared with the quantum of destitution in the Union, and which must burst 
upon us as the winter approaches. 

We are happy at being able to inform you that we have fairfy got our new 
collector afloat at last ; he signed his bond ost Saturday, and yestei^ay we gave 
him his collecting books, and one receipt book for each division, and the blank 
filled up with the name of the electoral division for which the receipt was in- 
tended, and gave him the strongest injunctions to commeiiee his operations in 
the electoral division of Castlebar, and to look in the first instance most urgently 
to the great and wealthy. We tliink l\Ir. Malley will prove an honest and 
spirited officer, who will IcHward our views and the interests of the Union to the 
'itmost of his iiower. 



I 2 
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BaUinrobe, Castle- Messrs. Lecky and TnoiiAS, Vice-Guardians, to the Poor Law Commissioners • 

Unions —October 28, 1847. 

WestporT” the honour to inform you, that at' Westport yesterday, we had 

appearances very similar to those at Castlebar and Ballinrobe. We admitted 
98, a number much beyond what the medical officer thought prudent, and 
against our so doing he remonstrated in writing ; but tlie destitution -was lu'gent, 
and the space in the workhouse being greater than in the others, we felt more 
at liberty to run some risk; yet still had to reject nearly 100. The whole 
might have been admitted, but for want of clothes ; and we were much disap- 
pointed at learning, that a large supply, for which we had contracted with t^vo 
traders at Westport, had not been delivered, owing to the interference of a Mr. 
Hildebrand, he having told the parties there was no possibility of their beino- 
paid ; that they must know the rates could uot be got ; that it might be sup^ 
posed such men as Lord Sligo would have to pay largely, yet when he told 
them that there was 600/. due to his Lordship and 700/. due to him, they 
might judge for themselves. We sent to re(iuest those shopkeepers would 
attend the Board, and after much assurance that they should be the first 
looked to when funds came in, their confidence was restored, and tliey again 
undertook to deliver the goods. Ho-wever, there is still another pressing want 
in the article of fuel ; no contract could be effected for a supply except for 
ready money, and yesterday we had to advance a sum of money to the master 
to keep the boilers going. 

We adjourned the Board to Monday next, for the double purpose of signing 
the rate-boolis, and meeting some gentlemen to form a committee to assist the 
fishermen of the coasts and islands, in the prosecution of their calling. We 
have had an offer of a loan of money from the Society of Friends in^Dublin 
for this purpose, and having consulted Lord Sligo and some influential persons 
in Westport, a few individuals have agreed to meet on that day, and endeavour 
to bring the matter to bear. The prospects of the fishery are most promisinf’-, 
hut the fishermen have neither boats nor nets ; a small outlay on those neces- 
saries would do a vast deal of service. From 10/. 10^. to 12/. would be ample 
to furnish a boat and oars and nets sufficient to employ six fishermen, who 
may, in one night, catch the value of the entire outlay. We liave strong 
expectations of being able to stimulate some persons in this adventure to rouse 
the people to endeavours for self-support. 



Messrs. Lecky, Thomas, and Carey, Vice-Guardians, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners: — November i, 1847. 

We have the honour to inform you that at Westport, on Monday we 
held an adjourned Board, at which nine of the rate books were duly signed • 
some maccuracies were discovered in the remaining one, which required" cor- 
rection, and it was left to the next Board day. 

We were much discouraged at receiving a message from Mr. Corrjo-an of 
Batlycroy declimng to accept the appointment to that division, and a second 
message that Mr. Lavell was dangerously ill of fever. However, yesterday 
we w-ere cheered ou hearmg from Mr. Roe that he had a conversation, early on 
Tuesday, with Lord Sligo, in which, ou being asked by his Lordship why 
Mr. Lauder had not accepted the office of collector, the master told him that 
Lauder had been prevented doing so by Mr. Hildebrand. Lord SHgo seemed 
much surprised, and since appears to have turned the under current which has 
been lor some tune running against us ; as Mr. Lauder came to us in the Board- 
^ three electoral divisions comprised in the barony 

ol Murnsh, bemg principaUy Lord Sligo’s estate. We stated to him how we 
were circumstanced with respect to Mr. Hines, and that if the latter would ha 
sabshed to take the remaming foiu- electoral divisions, he should he appointed. 
We expressed op regret that he had so long held back, wliich had been the 
cause oi producing the present dilemma. It is only further necessary to say, 
t lat 11 this matter can he arranged with Mr. Hines, it would be highly desirable 
tliM ganders appointment should be sanctioned. As before observed, the 
p-mcipal part ol these three divisions is composed of Lord Sligo’s estate ; Mr. 
Hildebrand IS the barony cess collector; Mr. Lauder is his deputy, and knows 
every man m them; besides, Lord Sligo is most desirous for his appointment. 
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It is an awkward position to be placed in with regard to ]Mr. Hines, but looking Ba’.iinrobe, Castie- 
at the best interests of the Union and the satisfaction to the parties most con- Union"? Westport 
cerned, we do not hesitate recommending that Mr. Lauder should he appointed — 
at all hazards. Wesipiin. 

Yesterday Sir Richard O’Donnell \isited tlie Board, and made something like 
an offer to pay the treasurer for all his estate, if he were allowed the poundage ; 
we at once offered him the three electoral divisions in which his estate chiefly 
lies, namely Achill, Ballycroy, and Newj)ort, if he u'ould secure us the rate of 
the whole : this he declined ; however, he said he would use his best endeavours 
to persuade Mr. Corrigan to act in Ballycroy; he thought he might promise 
success. He said lie was most friendly to us, and would assist us to the utmost 
of his power; said Mr. Lavell was an excellent man for Achill; and, finally, 
that he was ready to pay all the rate he was liable to, and took his leave, ex- 
pressing liis satisfaction at the strict examination to which the relieving officers 
were subjected respecting tlie admissions they recommended. 

We are happy at being able to say that we consider our prospects at West- 
port as greatly improved; much of the gloom has been dispelled, particularly 
resiiecting the northern divisions, from which, owing to their extreme poverty, 
we feared but little amount of rate could be expected. 



Messrs. Lecky, Thomas, and Carey, Vice-Guardians, to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners : — Noxiemher 9, 1847. 

We have the honour to inform you, that in Castlebar the collection of Castlebar, 
the rates is progressiug as favourably as could be expected. Mr. Malley has 
lodged 200^., and hopes to lodge as much this week, and many of the larger 
rate-payers profess their willingness to pay immediately. He has asked our 
advice with respect to others, who are willing to pay but are crippled by the 
difficulties of the times ; he suggested tlie prudence of arranging with them to 
take the rate by instalments monthly, or every two months. We do not per- 
ceive much objection to tliis course, if the collector can keep the receipts clear 
in his account. 

To-day we had an interview of about four hours with the Earl of Lucan, 
whose manner was most affable and conciliating. We replied to his Lordship’s 
very many questions apparently to liis Lordship’s satisfaction, and at parting 
he said that every farthing of rate he was liable to should be forthwith paid : 
that his agent, sub-agent, and every person in authority on his estate should 
have directions to give us every assistance, and facilitate tlie collection in every 
way. 

With resiiect to the fever shed, we had previously informed you that we had 
given directions to have it removed, and also to have the additional one built ; 
it is most probable that it may be most wanted iu the spring, at the very time 
when the contractor udll be at work at the permanent building, and when it 
would be rendered useless by the noises attendant on an employment of the 
kind ; and an accommodation for fever patients of one sex only would be most 
ineffective. 



Mr. Lynch, Temporary Inspector of Westport Union, to the Poor Law Com- Wesfpou, 
MissiONERS: — Novemher ^, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to report, that in accordance with your circular of 
the 2fith October, I attended yesterday the meeting of the Vice-Guardians of Page 3S. 
the Westport Union. I also inspected the house, and had reason to be well 
pleased with the order, cleanliness, and r^ularity, to w'hich the establishment 
has been brought under the management of the present Guardians. 

Though the house is not yet filled (the number being xmder 800), still for the 
extensive distress which exists throughout the Union, it is quite clear that 
additional accommodation will very shortly be required, but I fear there will 
be considerable difficulty in procuring any house or store sufficiently large to 
suit the purpose. 

Though there has been lately a strong feeling against the collection of the 
rate, I am glad to have it iu my power to inform you that a better disposition 
now appears on the part of the public generally, and tliis was j)roved at our 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




56 PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 



Ballinrobe, Castle- 
bar, and \Yestport 
Unions. 



Ballinrobe. 



Westport. 



Printed image digitised 



meeting yesterday, by a superior class of collectors coming forward to undertake 
the duty, but this no doubt has been fully reported to you by the Vice-Guar- 
dians. 



Dr. Dempster, Temporary Inspector of Ballinrobe Union, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners. 

Ballinrobe, November 8, 1847. 

I REGRET to report the lamentable deficiency of hospital bedding and 
clothing in the workhouse here, for the want of which, in many instances, three 
lever patients are in one bed, and the same in the dysenteric wards. 

I understand there is a considerable quantity of cast barrack, and hospital 
stores, consisting of bedding and hospital clothing, &c., lying at Westport, 
which, if the Ordnance department would grant part of to us, would be of 
infinite service, and render great benefit to the unfortunate inmates of the 
workhouse. If given, I shall take care that a proper use is made of the articles.. 



The Poor L.a.w Commissioners to Dr. Dempster, Temporary Inspector of 
Ballinrobe Union : — November 10, 1847. 

With reference to your report of the 8th instant, received to day, re- 
lating to the Ballinrobe Union, I am directed by the Commissioners for ad- 
ministering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to state, for your infor- 
mation, that they have communicated with the Commissariat Department, 
relative to the cast militaiy bedding and clothing at Westport, which you sug- 
gest might be made available for use in the workhouse of the Ballinrobe 
Union. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Dr. Dempster, Temporary Inspector of 
Ballinrobe Union : — November 16, 1847. 

With reference to your report of the Sth instant, I am directed by the 
Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to 
state that they have this day received a communication from the Commissariat 
Department, in which they are informed that there is no cast military bedding 
or clothing at Westport. 

Some bedding, which the Commissioners have at their disposal, will be 
despatched to the Vice-Guardians according to their request. 



The Poor Law Comivossioners to Mr. Lynch, Temporary Inspector of 
Westport Union: — Nove7nher 17, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for fidministering the laws for relief 
of the poor in Ireland, to forward herewith,^ for your information, a copy of a 
letter which they have addressed to the Vice-Guardians of the Westport Union, 
relative to providing increased workbDuse accommodation. 

Enclosure. 

Poor Load Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, November 9, 1847. 

The Commissioners for admiuistering the Laws for Relief of tbe Poor in Ireland having 
had under consideration the subject of providing additional accommodation for applicants for 
relief in- the workhouse, I am directed to request that i tbe Vice-Guardians will have the good- 
ness to consider the best means of speedily enlarging the workhouse accommodation, if addi- 
tional buildings cannot be obtained near it. 

I am at the same time to recommend that for the former object tenders should be imme- 
diately called for. 

I have, &c.. 

To the Clerfi Guardians' qf WeeSport Umon. "W. Stanley, Secretary- 



the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




AND STATE OE THE UNIONS, IN IRELAND. 



57 



Mr. Lynch, Temporary Insj)ectorj to the Poor La^v Coyimissioners. 



Ballinrobe. CbsUo- 
1»ar, and Westport 



TT'esfport, Novemhcr 1847. 

I HAVE inspected tlic Union workhouse twice during the week, and have Westport, 
suggested some improvements in the internal arrangements, which I have reason 
to believe will be carried out by the Vice-Guardians. The repairs of the roof 
and windows should be immediately attended to, otheru'ise I fear tlie health of 
the inmates may be seriously endangered. I have brought the matter under 
the notice of the Guai-diatis, and tliey have given dii'ections to have the neces- 
sary rejtairs eiTecfed with as little delay as possible. Want of means has 
hitlierto prevented many useful, indeed I might say necessary, imj>rovements. 

The Guardians have secured the services of Mr. Lauder for the collection 
of the rates in the electoral divisions of Westport, Louisburgli, and Clare 
Island. Respectable persons have also been appointed for Ne\vport, Achill, 
and Ballycroy, and they only await the arrival of Mr. Valentine Hines to take 
up the remaining four electoral divisions. I have pointed out to the Guardians 
the importance of sending out their collectors before the farmers and poor 
people have disposed of all their cattle a)id corn, the greater portion of which 
is usually sold between the 1st October and 1st of January. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Lynch, Temimrary Insi>ector of 
Westi)ort Union : — November 13, 1847. 

I AM to state, with reference to your observations regarding the collec- 
tion of the rate, that Mr. Valentine Hines proceeds to Westport by this 
night's mail. 



Extr.act from Minutes of Vice-Guardians of Westport Union : — 
November 17, 1347. 

Read also a letter from same, (the Poor Law Commissioners,) dated 
13th November, 1847, transmitting a correspondence relative to Mr. Valentine 
Hines’ a]>piointment as poor-rate collector in the electoral divisions of Augha- 
gower, Kilmeeua, Kilmaclasser, and Islandeady. 

The Vice-Guardians have to inform the Commissioners that Mr. Hines 
attended the Board this day, but are surprised that he did not procure any 
sneh security as they could accept, nor any document showing that his appli- 
cation had the fuU approbation of the Commissioners ; and, fearing that 
Mr. Hines could not be able to make his collection with satisfaction to 
the rate-payers, or without tlie intervention of the militaiy and police forces, 
the Vice-Guardians have considered it most prudent to reject Mr. Hines’ appli- 
cation for the appointment, and have appointed Mr. John Lauder rate collector 
for the electoral divisions of Westport, Louisburgh, Clare Island, Aughagower, 
Kilmeena, Kilmaclasser, and Islandeady. 

They have also appointed Sir Richard Annedy O’Donnell, Bart., of Newport 
House, rate collector for Neu^iort, Achill, and Ballycroj', and have taken his 
bond, in conjunction with G. Giendining, Esq., and Thomas Wilson, Esq., as his 
securities for the due ^jerfonnance of the duty. 



The Poor Law Coilmissioners to Messrs. Lecky and Carey, Vice-Guardians, 

November 20, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering tlie Laws for the Relief of the SeeVioe-Guar- 
Poor in Ireland have had under consideration your communication of the ISth 
instant, relating to the collection of the poor-rate in the Wes^iort Union, and above, 
to the course which you have deemed it exjiedient to adopt, with reference to 
the appointment of Mr. John Lauder as collector for the four electoral divi- 
sions, in wliich it was proposed to appoint Mr. Hines. 
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The Commissioners have also had before them the minutes of your proceed- 
ings on the 17th instant; and, as it thereby appears that Mr. Lauder has 
received tire collection warrants, the Commissioners are constrained, for the 
purpose of legalizing his acts, to sanction his appointment as collector of poor- 
rate in the Aughagower, Kilmeena, Kilmaclasser, and Islandeady divisions, in 
addition to thethree divisions for which he was before appointed. ’ 

The Commissioners at the same time request that they may be furnished 
with answers to the usual collectors’ queries with respect to these four divi- 
sions ; and also with similar information with respect to the divisions for which 
Sir Richard O’Donnell is appointed collector. 

As regards the course which has been adopted in appointing a collector in 
room of Mr. Hines, without waiting for the completion of the security which 
Mr. Hines proposed to give, the Commissioners think, considering the peculiar 
circumstances under which Mr. Hines was sought for, and appointed as a col- 
lector, and his appointment sanctioned, and steps taken to provide sufficient 
security, in accordance with the announcement in the Commissioners’ letter of 
the 1st instant to the clerk of the Union, that he is entitled to be remunerated 
out of the funds of the Union for the expense to which he has been put in 
obtaining, through the Guarantee Society, sufficient secuidty, and in proceedino- 
to Westport to undertake the duties of the office to which he had been ap- 
pointed. The Commissioners are of opinion, moreover, that the fact of Mr. 
Hines’ appointment being kno^vn at Westport, has had a veiy material effect in 
breaking up the opposition to the appointment of any collectors, which at 
first appeared to exist. 

The Commissioners enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter, which 
they yesterday received from Mr. Hines, together with a copy of their reply; 
and, on his arrival in Dublin, the Commissioners will require him to furnish an 
account of the expenses to which he has been put in the matter, after which 
tliey will again communicate with you on the subject. 



Enclosures above referred to. 

Mr. Valentine Hines to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Westport, November 17, 1847. 

In obedience to directions contained in your letter of the 13th instant, to place mvself 
^mediately on arriving here in communication with Mr. Lyncli, Temporary Inspector of this 
Union, 1 have to acquaint you, that in doing so this morning, he referred me to the Vice- 
Ciuardians who this day met at their Board-room, and with whom I had an interview, the 
result of which was, that they declined to grant me the usual warrant as their collector, upon 
the grounds that they never heard of the Guarantee Society, and that they had not anysecurity 
from roe, and that I was a stranger to them ; and they "stated the collection should be com- 
menced without any delay, upon which I requested time to communicate with you, and hoped 
they would suspend any decision until I could bring the matter under your notice ; but to this 
they refused to accede, or even to await a return of the post, and would not become parties to 
any arrangement for even a d^’s delay. ^ 

Under an impression that I had satisfied the Board by references of the most respectable 
description, and having lodged the letter of the Guarantee Society, and a letter of credit for 
amount of the premium, and incurred considerable expense in preparation on this occasion, in 
winch I lost not a moment, and expected to commence my duties on this day I am now 
stopped by the Vice-Guardians on the objections stated. ’ 

I am now in your hands, and shall remain here (although incurring expense) for your 
turtber orders and directions. o i j 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Valentine Hines : — November 19, 1847, 

Sis, 

• T 1 'i^'^cted by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your let(er of the 17th instant; and, in reply I am 
to express the Commissioners’ regret that the delay which was occasioned by your inability to 
obtain security, appears to have occasioned the appointment of another person to collect the 
rates for the divisions in which it was proposed that you should collect the rate. 

I am, at the same time, to recommend you to return to Dublin at once, as it appears that 
^ warrant to the person who has now been appointed collector. 

I he Commissioners will communicate with the Vice-Guardians on the subject of the expense 
which yra have been put to in proceeding to Westport, and they request that you will attend 
at this omce on your return to Dublin. ^ 

I have, &c. 

W. SiANLEr, Secretary. 
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Dr. Dempstee, Temi»rary Inspector of Ballinrobe Union, to the Poor L.iw 

Commissioners: — November 'iy, 1847. Unions. 

The poor-rate collectors are now actively engaged in their respective Ballinrobe. 
districts, and Mr Walsh lodged with the treasurer last night, 106/. 

Ballinrobe Electoral Division . . £61 7 6 

Mayo Electoral Division . . . 44 12 6 

Mr. Brannick has just called vrith a receipt for 45/., to the credit of 
Ballindine Electoral Division . . £15 14 64 

Claremorris Electoral Division . . 29 9 104 



They both state that they have met with no opposition to the collection, 
and trust, by Friday next, the audit day, to have a large sum lodged to the 
credit of the Union. 



Dr. Dempster, Temporary Inspector of Ballinrobe Union, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners : — November 27, 1847. 

On the 22nd instant I visited Kilmain and Shrule districts, relative 
to the schools in those places, and to ascertain whether a bakery could be 
properly established. . . . 

I also went to Claremorris on the 23rd, for similar purposes, like-wise to \osit 
and inspect the temporary fever hospital there. I regret to say, that ^ere 
appears much apathy in regard to the hospital, and that it will not be fit to 
receive patients for some time. , t. ■ ^ -l 

I also took with me the clerk of the Union, to w itness Mr. Brannick, the 
poor-rate collector for the division of Claremorris and Ballindine, sign his 
bond, which, I beg to state, is perfected and in the possession of the clerk of 

the Union. , •, n • i • 

On the 24th I visited the temporary hospital at the iNeale, which is not 
yet ready for the reception of patients, but in progi-ess of repair. I fear much 
that it will prove insufficient for the purpose, bemg only fitting up for 20 
beds. , „ 

I then proceeded to Gong, Clonbur, and Maune, to ascertain the state ot the 
people in these localities, and the number of schools, with the children attend- 
ing, &c., for the information of Count Strzelecki, to whom I hope early next 
week to send the required return : great difficulties exist, as Dr. M‘Hale, the 
Homan Catholic Archbishop, discountenances the national system of education 
in his diocese. , , j- • 

I regret to report that the destitution of the people in all diese districts is 
very great, the sole food they have to live upon being turnips, and, when 
these are exhausted, there will be no other resource but tbe workhouse or out- 
door relief, the time for which will now rapidly approach: and, referring to 
your letter of the 6th instant, enclosing a copy of a letter from Count Strzelecki Page 35. 
relating to the conditions on which assistance may be given by the British Relief 
Association in certain Unions, I beg to say that, upon the most mature con- 
sideration, I am of opinion that the most prudent plan will he to erect a bakery 
sufficiently large in the town of Ballinrobe to supply certain localities ; and 
another at Doon, near Drumsnave, the residence of Captain Blake, to supply 
the division of Ross and jiart of Ballingholla, he being a gentleman in whom I 
can place the most implicit reliance, and who already is favourably Imown to 
the British Association for his philanthropy and untiring exertions m the cause 

of the unfortunate sufferers in his locdity. * 

I have consulted Mr. Lecky and the other paid Guardians on this subject, 
who perfectly agree with me in these views, and by whose knowledge and expe- 
rience of this Union I have been principally guided ; and as we have all the 
same interests in view, the relief of the destitute, I hope by our umted exertions 
to carry out the benevolent intentions of the Government and the Association 
with economy and efficiency. 



K 
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The Poor Law Commissioners to Dr. Dempster, Temporary Inspectoi- of 
Ballinrobe Union ; — November 30, 1847. 



I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 
27th instant relating to the Ballinrobe Union ; and I am to request that, in 
making arrangements for out-door relief in the Union, you will keep in view 
that the funds which may hereafter be placed at the disposal of the paid 
Guardians by Count Strzelecki must be brought into the Union accounts as 
loans, and administered as other Union funds by the Guardians’ officers ; and, 
therefore, that, however valuable the co-operation of the local gentry may be, 
they cannot be made the administrators of relief, which must in every case be 
ordered by the Guardians and be distributed by their relieving officers, no 
matter whence the funds shall l)e derived. 



Swine ford U nion. Sicineford Union. 

Captain Broughton, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Swineford, Mayo, November 17, 1847. 

I HAVE to inform the Poor Law Commissioners of my arrival at this 
place on Monday night. I attended yesterday (Ikiesday) a meeting of the 
Board of Guardians held at the Union workhouse. The attendance was not by 
any means large, three Guardians only being present, and the chairman absent. 

From what I have been able to gather, I should not consider the circumstances 
of this Union so desperate as may have been represented. The valuation of the 
Union amounts to 45,966^. ; the liabilities, as I am informed, to about 6000^. 
There appears to be no resistance to the rates \ but, from the circumstances of 
property in the district, a difficulty exists in the collection, a considerable 
portion being in Chancery. 

The town is infested with beggars ; it appears there is no magistrate residing 
within two miles of it, and hence a difficulty in carrying out the Vagrant law. 
I drew the attention of the Guardians to this fact, but no one seemed inclined 
to take the initiative in remedying this evil. I have tliis clay seen the police 
officer, who has promised to do what he may be able in putting the law into 
force. 

The workhouse, which was built for 700, has at present only 500 inmates ; 
hence 200 vacancies remain. The internal arrangements appear very orderly, 
and beautifully clean ; but the yards and courts are in a very unfinished state, - 
and require levelling, forming, &c. This was accounted for by there having 
been so few able-bodied paupers in the house. 

There were two cases of families in fever, utterly helpless, residing at a dis- 
tance ; the fever hospital is not finished, and the house not full ; were they to 
be relieved as out-door patients ? The doctor was requested to visit them, and 
the relieving officer desired to furnish them with support. 

The ^oimt of rate paid in yesterday was 711 Is. 9d. ; this appears the only 
money in hand ; there remains to be collected about 2763/. 

The objects applying for relief were wretched in appearance, but I am bound 
to say, at the market held yesterday, whereat about 2000 persons were collected 
from all roimd the neighbourhood, their appearance was highly respectable ; 
indeed the women were rather overdressed, and no indication of want was to 
be observed amongst them. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Captain Broughton, Inspector: — 
November 18, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had before them your communication of the I7th instant, 
relating to the Swineford Union, and they have directed me to express their 
thanks for your report. 

With regard to the difficulty in .collecting the rate in cases where the pro- 
perty is under the Court of Chancery, I am to state for your information that. 
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in November 1845, a general order of the Court of Chancery vrus made, that in swineford Union 

all cases in n-hich the landlord instead of the occupier, is rateable for holdings 

comprised in properties under the management of that Court, the Receiver, 

Guardian, Committee, or Sequestrator, should pay the rate, and it would be 
well to draw the attention of the collectors to Ihi's order, a copy of whicli will 
be found in page 16 of the Collectors’ Manual. 

It appears that no fever hospital has been established under the Board of 
Health in the Swineford Union ; and it would be desirable that the attention 
of the Relief Committee for the district in question should be dra^vn to the case. 

Without an order of the Commissioners under the 5th section of the Irish Poor 
Relief Extension Act, the relieving officer can only provide relief provisionally, 
under the 7th section; but ordinary relief, in cases of destitution by sickness, 
may be afforded under the 1st section of the Act. 



Captain Broughton, Insj)ector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 
November 20, 1847. 

I YESTERDAY again visited the workhouse and new' fever hospital in pro- 
gress of erection in connexion with the workhouse. 

The state of the house yesterday w'as 62 able-bodied men, of whom S w’ere in 
hospital; 94 able-bodied women, of whom 22 were in hosjatal; 137 male and 
150 female children, 19 infants, 15 infirm men, and IS infirm women; there 
were also 1 1 cases of fever. 

No work, at least very trifling, can at present be given to the able-bodied for 
want of tools. I understand application has been made to the Board of Works 
for the purchase of 200 hammers, 20 wheelbarrows, 12 hand barrows, 20 
spades, 20 shovels, and 2 sledge hammers. It would be very desirable that 
these should be at once provided. 

I adverted in my former report to the state of the yards and out premises. 
At present tlie workhouse is unenclosed, the road totally unformed, the draii^ 
incomplete, and the whole in a mess, affording great employment during the 
ensuing season if tools could be made available. The interior arrangements 
appear complete, with the exception of the want of tables and forms in the 
dining-hall, and some stretchers in the dormitories. 

It does not appear in this Lluion, that a Fever Committee was ever formed 
under the Temporary Act ; notwithstanding sheds have been built in rear ol‘ the 
hospital. 

I have to draw the attention of the Poor Law' Commissioners to the 
state of the burial-ground for the paupers who die in the worlihouse ; this is on 
tlie premises, and in an old gravel pit, open and unlevelled, and altogether in a 
most indecent and unchristian-like state. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Captain Broughton, Inspector : — 
November 23, 1847. 

With respect to the hammers and other articles which are required for 
employing the able-bodied inmates of the workhouse, I am to state that the 
Board of Guardians should provide what is required, if the articles cannot be 
obtained from the Board of Works. 

The Commissioners have already pointed out to the Guardians, in their letter 
of the 25th ultimo, the propriety of their taking some steps with reference to 
the burial-ground for the deceased inmates of the workhouse, in pursuance of 
their powers under the 20th section of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act, to 
which I am to refer you. 



IBallina Union: — Collection of the Rates, and Financial State of the Union, 4'C. BalUna Union. 
Mr. Redington to Sir George G^ey, 

Dublin Castle, July 23, 1847. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to transmit copy of a letter from 
the Poor Law Couamissioners, and of a report from Mr. Richard Bourke, on 
the subject of the state of the BaUina Union. 

~ K 2 
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Ballina Union. 



Enclosures. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Duhlin, 

Sir, July 20, 1847. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have the honour to forward herewith, for the informa- 
tion of the Lord Lieutenant, a copy of a report which they have received from Mr. Richard 
Bourke on the subject of the state of the Ballina Union, and the possibility of compelling the 
payment of the poor rate by the parties rated. 

The Commissioners desire at the same time to state that they are of opinion that the 
information given by Mr. Bourke in the report is important, but they do not intend in any 
degree to relax in their exertions to induce the Guardians to proceed vigorously in collecting 
the rates which they have lately made in the Union. 

The Commissioners enclose, for the information of his Excellency, a copy of a letter which 
they addressed to the Board of Guardians on the 17th instant. 

I have, &c., 

T. N. Redington, Esq., C. Walmisley, _/br Chief Clerk. 

§*c. Sfc. SfC. 

Report from Mr. Richard Bourke, Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 
Gentlemen, Ballina, July 15, 1847. 

My letter of the 12th instant has furnished you with the fullest information I could 
collect upon the condition of the Ballina workhouse, and I now proceed to report upon the 
second subject referred to me in your letter of the 9th instant, viz., the general state of this 
Union in reference to the possibility or probability of compelling the payment of poor rates. 

I have endeavoured since ray arrival here, both by personal observation and by communi- 
cation with many intelligent and trustworthy persons, to make myself acquainted with the 
circumstances peculiarly affecting this Union, and the result of my inquiries has been to 
satisfy me that any attempt at the present time to collect, even the moderate rate imposed by 
the Board of Guardians must end in disappointment. 

There are three classes of persons who pay poor rates. The landed proprietor — the occu- 
pier of land—and the owner or occupier of house-property. 

The landed proprietor generally throughout Ireland has this year become less able than on 
former occasions to pay his rate, in consequence of the small amount of rent received by him. 
But in this county he is under peculiar difficulties ; his property is infinitely subdivided, so 
much so, that by far the majority of occupiers appearing on the rate-books are valued tinder 
bl. per annum. This at all times throws a large portion of rate on the proprietor, which is at 
present increased by the number of tenements that have been abandoned by their occupiers. 
In some cases the farms have been vacated in sufficient time for the proprietor to take pos- 
session of the land and till it, but in the greater number they have been held until the time for 
sowing bad passed. The extent of arable land in this Union which has been left uncultivated, 
and producing nothing but weeds, cannot fail to excite the attention of every pei-son who visits 
this country. Thus the proprietor is this year liable to an amount of rate much heavier than 
usual, whilst his means of meeting it are reduced both by the non-payment of liis rents (which 
are generally 18 months or two years in arreav) and by the increased amount oi'tillage he has 
had to undertake in consequence of so much land having been deserted. 

With regard to the occupiers themselves, there are, I believe, many instances in which they 
are liable to pay their rates, but the difficulty which is at this moment felt in collecting the 
Grand Jury cesS leads me to believe tliat it would be impossible to levy this heavier tax. 
The barony collectors for Tyrawley and Grallen have both stated .to me that they find it almost 
impossible to collect the Grand Jury cess, and have found it necessary to employ a large force 
of police to assist and protect them in this duty. I do not, therefore, believe that it would now 
he possible to collect the poor rate from this class of payers. 

The owners and occupiers of house property in towns like Ballina, Killala, or Crossmolina 
would more likely discharge the amount of their rates on demand though even there much 
poverty exists among the small traders. But the amount to be expected from this source would 
be totally insufficient for the support of the poor in the workhouse even for one month. I have 
sought and obtained information upon the state of this Union from persons of various classes, 
and their opinions have all agreed in these points. Amongst those I have consulted I may men- 
tion the names of Colonel Knox Gore, lieutenant of the county of Sligo, a gentleman possessed 
of large landed property in this county ; Mr. Henry W. Knox, a magistrate ; Mr. Sims, agent 
to the Earl of Arran, who has large estates ; Mr. Joyner, the manager of the Provincial Bank j 
Mr. P. Kelly, an e.xtensive solicitor at Ballina ; Mr. James Knox, high constable of Tyrawley; 
and Mr. Oliver Jackson, high constable of Gallen, as well as several members of the Board 
of Guardians. Mr. Joyner appears to me to have in his capacity as banker good means of 
forming a sound judgment upon the financial condition of the Union, and he has given it as his 
opinion that the present resources of the principal rate-payers of the Union would not enable 
them at this moment to meet the demand that would be made upon them, if the rate now 
struck, were to be enforced. 

This rate is unusually high, being about twice the amount usually struck, and it may be 
right to add that the Guardians very unwillingly signed the collectors’ warrants, not because 
they were averse to trying the collection of the rate, but because (as they stated), the books 
were inaccurately prepared, and had been signed upon the express understanding, that 21 days, 
would be given for their correction. This feeling will further operate unfavourably on the col- 
lection of the rate. 
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Havhiiy now slated my opinion upon the matter immedialely referred to me, and the reasons 
on whiclMt is founded, I may be allowed to add why I consider it might be most prudent not 
at present to urge the collection of this rate. It is already known to you that on the bth ot 
February last, a rate of 12,000/. was resolved upon for the support of the workhouse. Uetore 
anv active steps had been taken towards its collection, an estimate for out-door 
months endin'^ in August next, was sent into the Board of Guardians. It amounted to 
and on the ifth of Mav a resolution was pa.ssed for striking a rate for the united suras, 
makinc^ (otrether 45,OOOV. On the 7tli of June, the Guardians finding it absolutely necessary 
to raise funds for the support of the poor then in the workhouse, and considering it to 

attempt to collect the larger sum, directed the books to be prepared tor the 1:/.UUU/., ana 
signed them on the 3rd July. It is to this rate that my previous remarks have been applied.^ 
It appears to me worthy of consideration how far it will be prudent now to recognize this 
rate, and whether if recognized and acted upon, it will not materially interfere with the making 
of anv other rate for repaving the advances for out-door relief. 

•’ I . O I ^ 



The Poor Law Commissionei-s. 



Richard Bourke. 



Extract from Letter of the Poor L.sw Commissio>ers to the Board of Guardians of 
Ballina Union; dated JitZy 17, 1847- 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration that part of the minutes 
of proc^ediiiTS of the Guardians of ihe Ballina Union, at tlieir meeting on Monday last, wlndi 
relates to the rates recently signed for the several Electoral Divisions of the Umon, 

The Commissioners are of opinion that the Guardians should have added to the rates 
intended to meet the ordinary purposes of the Union, rates for the repayment ol money 
advanced under the Temporary Relief Act to the extent of 3s. in the 1/. on each Elector 
Division requiring tliat amount, inasiimch as by so doiii^ the Guardians would have carried 
out the resolution passed bv them under section 16 of the Temporary Relief Act to the full 

extent which the Relief Commissioner have required. , , , . . , . ^ . 

The impression which the Guardians apjjear to have had, when they signed the_ rate lor 
ordinary purposes, that corrections could be made in the ^^7® after signature, 

has uo foundStiou in anv provisions of the Act for the Relief of the Poor m Ireland ; and the 
Commissioners regret 10 learn that there are inaccuracies in the rates so signed which the 
Guardians would wish to have corrected, inasmuch as after signature of the rate no correc- 
tions are admissible, otherwise than by the assistant barrister on appeal. IVo course is now 
oneii to the Guardians but to proceed promptly and vigorously m the collection ot those rates ; 
aiid the Commissioners observe, therefore, with satisfaction, that the collectors books and war- 

The CommissioTiers are in receipt of lists of defaulters m payment of the last rate, which 
has caused them some surprise on account of the names of various gentlemen of rank and 
consideration in the Union being returned in those lists, including several noblemen and 
ma«^istrates in the county, and some ex-otficio or elected Guardians ot the Union. 

It appears to the Commissioners, of the utmost importance to the success of the collection of 
the rateHrenerany. that parties of rank and consideration in the Union, especially such as hold 
the office°of Guardian, should set the example of an early payment of their rates ; and the 
Commissioners request that the collectors may receive direction to apply at once to tho^ par- 
lies, and thus afford them an opportunity of making payment of their rates without deiaj. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes 19, 1847. 

iJwoZtiet/— That we see with sui-prise the list of names returned as 
owinff rate, by ikter of the Commissioners of the 17th instant, in vyhich various 
gentlemen of rank and consideration, including noblemen and magistrates ol the 
county and ex-oMcio Guardians, are inserted, as we feel satisfied most of the^ 
parties would have paid the rate so stated as due had they been aw^e of it 
beincr due, and we direct aU the collectors of rate to be summoned for next 
Board day, i.e., the 26th instant, to explain the grounds on which many ol 
tiiese names are returned. — (Passed.) 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes t—July 26, 1847. 

Proposed by Thomas Jones, Esq-, and seconded by George Vaughan 

That as our Chairman, Ed. Howley, Esq., is absent, and as the 
fair of Moyne prevents a full attendance of the Board, we, the undersigned, 
hereby engage to pay 10/. sterling each, within one month, to ^y merchant m 
^h4 who will advance a supply of provisions for the support of the paupers. 

tothemasten^( ^ j^obert Kirkwood, CAaiman. Oliver Jackson. 

^ ° Thomas Jones. George V. Jackson. 

John Stmes. William Atkinson. 



Ballina Union. 
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Baiiina Uoion. Resolved , — That this sum of 10/. sterling, paid by each of us, be allowed to 
us in any rate for which we are liable, the allocation of which rate shall be at 
our option. — (Passed.) 

(Signed) Robert Kirkwood, Chairman. Oliver Jackson. 

Thomas Jones. George V. Jackson. 

John Symes. William Atkinson. 

Resolved , — That the books be given to the collectors, and that they be called 
upon to proceed with the collection of the rate at once. — (Passed.) 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes -.—August 2, 1847. 

Resolved , — That the rate-payers of this Union are most earnestly called 
upon to pay their rates at once, as the necessities of our workhouse are most 
urgent, and unless funds are at once procured, there wlU be no means of pro- 
curing provisions for the inmates of the workhouse. — (Passed.) 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes -.—August 9, 1847. 

Resolved,— TlhaX we now sign the rate-books of Belmullet and Bing- 
hamstown electoral divisions, and that the collectors’ books for same stand 
over to be signed when the collector shall Ije appointed. — (Passed.) 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Bourkb, Poor Law Inspector 
August 12, 1847. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to state, for your infor- 
mation, that your report of the 15th ultimo, relating to the prospect of the 
collection of the rate in the Ballina Union havmg been referred to Mr. Otway, 
Assistant Commissioner, the Commissioners have received Mr. Otway’s 
observations on the subject, in which he states that he thinks tliat the 
largest portion of the present rate could be at once collected if proper and 
active steps were taken by the Board of Guardians and collectors, and if 
the gentry and magistracy lent a ready and willing co-operation in the collec- 
tion of the rate and set the example of paying it tliemselves. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Clerk to the Guardians of the Ballina 
Union : — August 13, 1847. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the 
receipt of your return, showing the state of the funds of the Balhna Union at 
the close of the month of July. 

The Commissioners perceive by the 13th column of the above retm-n, that 
none of the collectors attended at the close of the month of July for the 
examination of their accounts, and they do not appear to have attended 
at any time during that month. 

In reference thereto I am to request that you will bring the above matter 
under the consideration of the Board of Guardians at their next meeting. 

The Commissioners consider it most desirable that each of the collectors 
^ould attend regularly, at the close of every month, for the purpose of having 
his accounts examined by you ; and the Commissioners trust that the Guardians 
will take measures to secure their regular attendance at the close of every 
month in future. 

The Commissioners request that the several collectors may be called upon 
to furnish an explanation of the above neglect of the Commissioners' regu- 
lations. 

With respect to the present state of the collection, the Commissioners regret 
to find that no money was lodged during the month of July, although the 
warrants for the collection of 13,000/. were issued as early as the 12th July. 
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The Commissioners have to call attention to tlie letter addressed by 
them to the Guardians on the 17tli July, in ^'hich they recounted the names 
of mail}- gentlemen of rank and consideration in the Union, ’ivho had suffered 
themselves to be returned as defaulters to a large amount on account of 
the last rate, and the Commissioners requested that immediate ajjplication 
should be made to those parties for the payment of their rates. 

It would appear, however, that notwithstanding the remonsti-ance of the 
Commissioners, not one of the defaulters had paid "his rates down to the close 
of the month. 



The Poor Law Go^bussioners to the Collectors of Poor Rate in Bailina 
Union : — August 13, 1847. 

The Poor Law Commissioners are apprised that you have received vour 
warrants to collect— 

C^)*£5/59 ill two electoral divisions of Bailina Union. 

(h) £1819 in four ditto ditto. 

(e) £2126 in three ditto ditto. 

{d) £1194 in Crossmolina division. 

(e) £3947 in five electoral divisions. 

The iirogress which you may make from week to week in the collection of 
the above rates will come under the immediate observation of the Poor Law- 
Commissioners, and the Commissioners trust that you will make every exer- 
tion to give satisfaction to the Commissioners and to the Board of Guardians. 

As regards the resjionsibility attached to tlie office of collector of poor rate, 
the Commissioners take this occasion to acquaint you that they deem it to be 
the duty of a collector to bring his collection to a close as siieedUy as possible ; 
and with this view they consider that he is bound to proceed to enforce the 
payment of the rates, by the means which the law has placed at his command, 
in cases where payment lias been applied for without effect. The Commis- 
sioners, accordingly, feel called upon to take the most serious notice of collec- 
tors who may appear, upon investigation, to have suffered rates to remain 
unpaid for any length of time, without resorting to legal measures for the reco- 
very thereof: and any poundage due to such collectors should be withheld by 
the Guardians until their accomits be closed, and until it be seen whether any 
loss be incurred by their default. ^ 

As regards the collection within your district, the Commissioners trust that 
you will experience no difficulty in bringing it to a speedy close. 

The Commissioners enclose for your information and assistance, a copy of 
the Collector's Manual, which has been prepared by their authority, for the 
guidance of collectors. 



• Addressed, (a> to Mr. R. M‘ Andrew, Bailina. 

,, (A) To Mr. J. Poodey, Bailina. 

„ (c) To Mr. J. Irwin, Greyfoot. 

„ (d) To Mr. W. Coreoran, Crossmolina. 

„ (e) To Mr. P. Kirkwood, KillaJa. 



Mr. Richard Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : 
— August 18, 1847. 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 12th instant, stating 
that with reference to my report of the loth ultimo, on the state of this Union, 
Mr. Otw’ay is ol’ opinion that, “ The largest 2 >ortion of the present rate could 
“ at once be collected if proper and active steps were taken by the Board of 
“ Guardians and collectors, and if the gentry and magistracy lent a ready and 
“ willing co-operation in the collection of the rate, and set the example of 
“ paying it themselves.” 



Bailina Uniw. 
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As the rate to -which Mr. Otway refers has since the date of my report been 
put in collection, it is of but little importance now to speculate on its effect, 
which -will in a short time be shown beyond all doubt or q^uestion; but I may- 
add, that as far as now appeared, the result has justified my anticipations, as 
during the three weeks in which the collectors have been engaged, very little 
more than 100/. has been paid in. 

If all the co-operation alluded to by Mr. Otway could with confidence be 
expected, I might agree with him in the effect it would produce, but my opinion 
was mainly founded upon the belief that this co-operation could not be relied 
on, and experience has confirmed me in this opinion. 



The Poor La.w Commissioners to the Guardians of the Ballina Union; — 
Augu&t 21, 1847. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them the resolution 
contained in minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Ballina 
Union on the 9th instant, postponing the signing of the collecting-book for the 
Belmullet and Binghamstown electoral divisions, until a collector is appointed. 
It does not appear by these minutes that the Guardians have taken any steps to 
appoint a collector of poor rates for these divisions ; and it is of the greatest 
importance that the rate should be collected without delay. The Commis- 
sioners draw the attention of the Guardians to the subject, in order that they 
may take steps to appoint a collector forthwith. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Guardians of the Ballina Union; — 
August 27, 1847. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have observed in minntes of proceedings 
of the Board of Guardians of the Ballina Union on the 2nd instant, the resolu- 
tion calling on the rate-payers to pay in their rates at once ; and I am directed 
to suggest for the consideration of the Guardians the propriety of inserting the 
resolution once or twice in either of the Castlebar papers. 



Mr. Phelan, Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : — August 30, 1847. 

O.NE of the collectors informed me that from many wealthy persons he 
cannot obtain the rates; and I was told that there are even four ex officio 
Guardians -who have never paid any rate, and -who now declare that they will 
pay none, although proceedings for its recovery have been taken against them. 
1 apprehend that the disposition to pay is not very general through the Union. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Guardians of the Ballina Union: — 
September 4, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the La-ws 
for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to request that you will inform them of 
the names of any Guardians of the Ballina Union, ex officio or elected, who 
are still in arrear for the former poor-rates in the Union. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Guardians of the Ballina Union; — 
September 11, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to state, that they have had under their 
consideration the progress of the collection of poor-rate in Ballina Union, since 
the date of the letter addressed by the Poor Law Commissioners to the 
Guardians on the 17th July, relative to the amoimt of rate due by parties of 
rank in the Union, including Guardians of the poor, which had been left 
unpaid and carried forward into the new rate as arrears. 

The Commissioners find that, notwithstanding the request then conveyed to 
the Guardians, that the defaulting parties should be called upon forthwith to 
pay the rate due, the amount of rate collected down to the close of August -was 
no more than 298/., whilst the amount to be collected was 13,192/. 
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The CommissioDers have to request that they may he furnished Tvith any 
explanation of the above circumstance which the Guardians of Balliiia Union 
may be enabled to furnish. 



Memorial addr^sed to His Excellency the Lord Lieutexant by the Guar- 
dians of tlie Ballina Union, and referred to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

To His Excellency the Earl of Clarendon, Lord Lieutenant- 
General and General-Governor of Ireland. 

We, the Guardians of the Ballina Union, beg leave most rcspectfullv to 
lay before your Excellency the following facts, under the impression that when 
your Excellency is made fully a^vare of the exact situation of this unfortunate 
Union, the prayer of your Memorialists, on part of the rate-payers of the 
Union, may be acceded to. 

We take this opjiortuuity of declaring our gratitude for the public and 
private aid the population liave received during the last season of famine, ami 
we by no means repudiate repayment of all just demands on us the moment n c 
are in a position to do so. 

It is admitted by all authorities that the calamity entailed on this country by 
the failure of the potato crop fell Tvitli peculiar violence on the county 
of Mayo, and even in this afflicted country most heavily on the Ballina Union, 
the people having been, from various causes, entirely dependant for food on the 
potato. 

Immediately on the first pressure of famine, and before any means of 
external aid could be had, the starving people rushed to the workhouse, 
and though the Ltnion was (from the natural property of the district, as 
compared with its population,) in debt, yet rather than see human beings 
])erish, we not only admitted the full number the house was built to contain 
(1,200), but actually made use of extraordinary means to accommodate 
an increased number (up to 1,480). 

We were thus plunged into debt, and W'hen we looked round to seek 
for payment of rates, we saw that except the land actually occupied by 
persons of station, the rest had been either deserted by the better class of 
tenantry, who had, almost to a man, fled to America at the approach of the 
famine, carrying with them most of the capital of the counti*y, or was in 
the possession of persons unable to sow their grounds, except by assistance from 
some source. 

To collect a rate of 4^. Qd. or 4s. in the pound, which has lately been 
struck for in-door relief on some of the electoral divisions of this Union, would 
be at present perfectly impossible, and the attempt would lead to the most 
unhappy results, possibly inducing a resistance to a legal demand, which your 
Memorialists are most anxious to prevent. 

We, on part of the rate-payers, declare our willingness to meet all demands, 
when we recover somewhat the effects of the late calamity ; we, therefore, 
propose that no electoral division be called on at present for more than 2.?. Qd. 
in the pound, and we implore the Government to advance the balance, and add 
it by small instalments to the rates that will be struck from time to time. 

The Government, in the amended Bill they brought before Parliament last 
Session, proposed 2 a-. Qd. in the pound as the maximum that any electoral 
division should be called on to pay within the year, and surely now, when one- 
half the country is an uncultivated waste, it would be an act of confiscation to 
endeavour to enforce a rate of 4s. Qd. in the pound. 

Though the retrospect is most painful to us, yet we cannot in duty refrain 
from glancing at one circumstance alone, which proves undeniably the awful 
extent of calamity in this Union, — actually upwards of 1000 persons died 
within the workhouse in the space of a few months, and amongst them the 
physician and his wife. 

We, therefore, feel justly confident that your Excellency will see meet to 
extend the hand of indulgence to a district that has suffered so dreadfully from 
a visitation of the Almighty. 

And your Memorialists will pray. 

Signed on behalf of the Board, 

E. Howlet, J. P. and D. L., Chairman. 

BelleeJc Castle, Ballina. 

L 



Ballina Union. 
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Mr. Atkinson, Deputy Lieutenant, to Mr. Redington. 

Rehins, Ballina, September 2\, 1847. 

Adverting to your letter of the 10th September, in reply to the 
Memorial of the Ballina Board of Guardians to his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant. resiJcctiug a poor-rate of 4.?. 6rf. in the pound, which has been 
struck in the Union, in which you say that Government “ will only require 
“ that a rate of 35 . in the pound should be struck previous to the 1st of 
“ January next,” 

I am desired by some of the rate-payers to request you will inform them if it 
is his Excelleucy’s intention to reduce the rate of 4s. Qd. to 3s., thereby 
relieving them for the present from the payment of Is. in the pound. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Atkinson : — October 1, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland have had under consideration your letter of the 21st ultimo, 
addressed to the Under Secretary for Ireland, requesting to be informed 
whether it is the intention of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to reduce the 
rate of 4s. 6</. in the pound in Ballina electoral division to 3s. in the pomid, in 
reference to the annoimcement on the part of Government, that they will not 
require that more than a rate of 3s. in the pound should be made previous to 
the 1st of January next in any electoral division. 

In rejily, the Commissioners are authoiiscd to state that the announcement of 
the Lords of the Treasuiy had reference to the repayment of advances from the 
Relief Commissioners, and it stated that no repayment would be required 
before the 1st January next, from any division in which a rate equal to or 
exceeding 3s. in the pound was levied for the purpose of defraying the 
expenditure under the Irish Poor Relief Acts. 

The rates in Ballina Union were made for ordinary expenditure, and having 
been made, no power exists to reduce the amount, even if it were desirable. 

The Commissioners ftnd, by minutes of proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians of the 27th ultimo, that it was resolved, that owing to the extreme 
pressure of the rates on the rate-payers, the collectors should accept 3s. in the 
pound on account of rates exceeding 3s. in the pound. 

The Commissioners are not prepared to mterfere with this arrangement, if it 
should be shown that more money may ultimately be collected in this manner 
than by attempting to collect at once a rate of 4.s. 6d in the pound. 



Extract from the Guardians’ Minutes ; — September 27, 1847. 

Proposed by George V. Jackson, Esq. 

Seconded by Colonel Knox Gore. 

Resolved— That owing to the extreme pressure on the rate-payers, we direct 
the rate collectors to take 3s. in the pound, a receipt to be given for such sum 
on account. 

Passed unanimously, except Robert Kirkwood, chairmau of the day. 

Proposed by Thomas Jones, Esq. 

Seconded by Colonel Knox Gore. 

Resolved, — That the different rate collectors shall not, for the present, apply 
for payment of rates to any rate-payers to whom any money is due by the 
Board of Guardians more than their rates until further order. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians: — Octoher% 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had under consideration a resolution of the Board of Guardians 
of Ballina Union of the 27th ultimo, to the effect that, owing to the extreme 
pressure ou the rate-payers, the collectors should take S^. in the pound, a 
receipt being given for such amount. 

In reference to the above resolution, the Commissioners have to acquaint the 
Guardians that they have not authority to limit the powers of the collectors, 
and the collectors have fuU warrant to recover the entire rate. 
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The Commissioners are not in any degree satisfied that the rates v-'Iiicli 
exceed 3.v. in the pound cannot be collected, and tliey have reason to believe 
that, in numerous instances, they can be 2 )aid ; and they have instructed the 
several collectoi*s to proceed vigorously to collect the entire rate. 

It it u’ere sho^vn tliat the entire class of rafe-jiayers were unaiile to j)ar tlie 
rates which have been assessed upon them merely lor ordinary cxj)cnditur(;, 
the Commissioners miglit be disposed not to interfere with tlie aiTaiigements 
jjroposed by the Guardians ; but inasmuch as tlie Commissioners have reason to 
believe that such is not tlie case, tliey deem it tlieir duty to insist on the lull 
amount of rate being jiaid, which the law ref|uires, no less than tlie present 
exigencies of the Union. 



Air. Jonx M'Axdrew, Contractor for Workhouse Supiilics, to tlie Poor L.vw 
Commissioners. 

BaUina, Septemher 29, 1S47. 

Though I am aware you are pressed by very important business, I am 
under the necessity of earnestly begging of j-ou to read tliis letter, and of 
throwing myself upon your sense of justice in reference to my claim against 
the Ballina Board of Guardians. 

This Board owes me 604/. for clothing and bedding for the paupers, which I 
supplied during the presstire of last winter and sjinng, and without which they 
could not be admitted to the workhouse, This Board also owes several otlier 
sums of money, amounting in the whole to near 7000/. ; and they are 2>uri5iiing 
a course tliat, if persevered in, will render it impossible sucli debts shall ever 
be paid. Last February this Board struck a rate of 12,000/. to meet their 
liabilities, and the expenses of the ensuing year for a house built for 1200 
paupers ; and it was not until the oth of July Ibllowing that they issued ■warrants 
for its collection. Alter issuing the warrants, the Guardians wrote to the Lord 
Lieutenant to reduce the rate to .3.v. on such electoral divisions as arc rated over 
that sura; and the Guardians failing in that application, issued their orders on 
iMonday last to the rate collectors, telling them not to charge more at present 
than 35. in any electoral division, and to give a receipt on account ibr the 
several sums so received. You will at once iierceive how this vaciliatioii vdll 
operate on the collection of the rates; the rate- 2 >ayers finding the Guardians 
not inclined to collect the rates, will at once commence iirotracting and opposing 
the ^jayment of them, and having the magistrates (who are now all Guardians} 
in their favour, will consider tliemselves quite safe in their oiipositioii. This 
conduct of the Guardians will also have the effect of jilaciug the rate collectors 
in an invidious and dangerous 2 )osition ; sustained and supported by the 
Guardians, they could do their duty quietly and efficiently; but the Guardians 
pulling one way and the collectors another, renders the position of tlie latter 
rather hazardous, and must lead to bad consequences. 

The rate collectors could much more easily get 4^. or 4.9. Qd. in the jiound 
at once, than 35. now and the remainder again ; in fact the remainder would 
never be got without confusion, for the jieople are already impressed with the 
notion that the balance will never be asked from them. To collect ]>oor-rates, 
energy, decision, all aljsence of vacillation, and a sustaining power from the 
GuaMians are necessary. The collectors hitlierto went on very i)caceably, a 
proof that they e.xercised their powers T\ith due moderation and discretion, 
giving a little time where it was iiecessai*y, and pressing tliose who \vere able 
to pay. The ])rescnt rate was being collected and still can be collected in the 
same way, if the Guardians and Commissioners jicrmit it The Guardians 
here are, however, interfering as I have stated, between the collector and rate- 
payers ; and I again beg leave to say such conduct ■u’ill lead to bad conse- 
quences. 

The amount which the orders of the Guardians on Monday last will deduct 
from the poor-rates stands tlms ; — 

Ballina Division at 4.y. 6</., £3248. Deduction l-3rd, £1082. 

Ardnaree ditto 45. Oc?., 1403. Ditto l-4th, 350. 
Ballisakeny ditto 45- Or/., 1093. Ditto l-4th, 260. 

Lacken ditto Zs.Ad., 791. Ditto 1-lOth, 79. 



Total deduction . . £1771 

L2 



Ballina Union. 
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I already stated that the rate struck Avas 12,000/. ; now taking the best view 
of it. the most that could he collected this year would, even with the assistance 

of the Guardians, he 

Take from that the above sum of . . 17/1 



£6229 

How can the latter sum pay a debt of near 7000/., and support the current 
expenses of the house which, after another month, Avill he 150/. a week. If the 
entire sum of 12,000/. were collected, it would be little enough ; and such of 
the Guardians as choose to make a calculation on the matter, kuoAV that the 
truth is, the Board of Guardians have, under the last Poor Law Act, been 
increased to the number of 66, aud in those are comprised all or nearly all 
the landlords of the Union ; and a large portion of the rates falling on them, 
they are issuing orders in their own favour ; and if they can, by any contrivance, 
keep the -workhouse open, aud keep up the appearance of supporting the paupers, 
they are perfectly indifferent. Perhaps I should say they are determined never 
to pay the liabilities. To prove this I beg to state the following facts the 
Finance Government Relief Committee of the Ballina Union had, at the close 
of their labours a few days back, a balance on hand of 2000/., which they 
handed over to the Ballina Poor Law Guardians for the pui^poses of the Union ; 
and the Guardians, in reference to that sum of money, on last Monday, adopted 
the folloAving resolutions , 

Reso/ret/,— That to secure the appropriation of the funds lodged by the 
Finance Committee of the Ballina Union to the credit of the Guardians, to the 
future support of the poor of the Union, to the amount allocated to each 
electoral division, and not to pay debts now due. 

Resoloed , — That every cheq^ue for this money from the Board of Guardians 
he signed by the chairman of the day. 

(Signed) Colonel Knox Gore. Captain Atkinson. 

Edward Howley. John Symes. 

G. Vaughan Jackson. 

How carefully have the Guardians by these resolutions fenced in, or endea- 
voured to fence in, this money from any unfortunate tradesman who happens to 
be a creditor of theirs. Even the Act of Parliament is set at defiance, for no 
cheq_ue for any part of this money can be signed except by the six individuals 
above named, all of whom are landlords, or represent landlords. The law and 
the practice hitherto has been that the chairman and two of the Board of 
Guardians should sign cheques for all disbursements. . I should add, that some 
few of the Guardians say the liabEities of the Board should be paid by the 
Aveekly collection from the rate collectors, and the 2000/. already alluded to 
to go to the immediate weekly support of the house. That this plan, if even 
adopted and carried out, would be next to a Ijarreu consolation to the con- 
tractors, is proved by the Guardians as a body having lessened the rate aud. dis- 
couraged its collection, and hereby rendered inoperative the exei-tions, influence, 
and usefulness of the poor-rate collectors ; in fact, the present conduct of the 
Guardians Avill bring the collection of poor-rates in this Union to little or 
nothing. Any further observations on this matter are, I hope, unnecessary ; I 
regret being obliged to speak thus of the Ballina Guardians, many of whom I 
know to be as worthy and good men as any in Ireland. 

After this explanation of how Poor Law matters are progressing here, you 
will not be surprised at my begging aud requesting you -will pay me, or cau^ 
me to be paid, 604/. due me by the Ballina Guardians. If I don’t get this 
money I shall be utterly ruined. You -will not surely look on and see poor 
trading men become banlcrupts, who, on the faith of the Guardians, supplied 
and maintained the Ballina workhouse. You will not allow struggling honest 
men to sink under the burden, wliich should be borne proportional}ly by the 
entire property of the Union. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. John M'Andrew, Contractor : — 
October 2, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




AND STATE OF THE UNIONS, IN IRELAND. 71 

29tL September, relative to the proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Bailma TJmun. 
Ballina Union, resi^ecting the collection of the rates of the Union, and the 
liabilities to the contractors ; and I am to acquaintyou that the Commissioners 
will take into their serious consideration the statement contained in your com- 
munication. 

Mr. Robert M‘Andrew, Poor-rate Collector, to the Poor Law Commissioxebs. 

Ballina, SeptemLer 2S, 1847. 

I BEG leave to refer you to a letter of yours to me, dated August 13, 

1847, making it imperative on me, as collector of poor rates in two electoral 55 . 
divisions of the Ballina Uiiion, to bring my collection to a close as speedily as 
possible. -I 

I also beg leave to enclose a copy of a resolution adopted by the Guardians Page 6S. 
of the Ballina Union at their last meeting, directing the collectors to take 3s. 
in the pound, and give a receipt for such sum on account. 

As in one of the electoral divisions (Ballina), of which I have the collection, 
the rate amounts to 4j, 6d. in the pound, this aiTangcmeiit of the Guardians, if 
it be not altered, will revv much interfere with the proper keeping of my 
accounts, will create confusion in the giving of receipts, and considerably retard 
the collection of the rate. 1 thought it right, therefore, to call your attention 
particularly to this resolution, as it is so essentially opposed to your own instruc- 
tions to me, and I am most anxious to have your directions as to how I 
am to act I have had some summonses issued against some of the most inde- 
pendent persons of this town, who could, without embarrassing themselves, pay 
ten times the amount of the rate, and I have been obliged, in conseijuence ol 
this resolution, to talce 3s. in the pound as a settlement, as those who were to 
adiudicate on those summonses were the very persons that framed the resolu- 
tion above alluded to. In conclusion I have only to add, that the rates of fins 
Union could be efficiently collected if the acts of the collectors in eiifoming 
payment were supported, and not thwarted, by the authority ol the Guardians. 

I hope the particular circumstances of this matter will prove my apology to 
you for thus intruding ni} self upon your notice. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Robert M‘Andrew, Collector of Poor 
Rate : — October 2, 1847. 

I A 5 I directed hy the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of yoiu* letter of the 
28th ultimo, in which you call the attention of the Commissioners to a recent 
resolution of the Board of Guardians of Ballina Union, directmg the collectors 
to take 3s. in the pound, and to give a receipt for such sum on account 

The Commissionere have had under consideration your statement that, in the 
electoral division of Ballina, in which the rate is 4s. 6d. m the pound, the 
arraiwement of the Guardians will very much interfere with the proper keeping 
of vour aecounts, will create confusion in the giving of receipts, and consi- 
derably retard the collection of the rate ; and further, that you hsvo had 
summonses issued against some of the most independent persons of the town 
of Ballina who could, without embarrassing themselves, pay ten times the 
amount ol the rate; and that you have been obliged, in consequence of tlie 
resolution of the Guardians, to take 3s. in the pound as a settlement, as those 
-who were to adjudicate on those summonses were the very persons that Iramcd 
the resolution above alluded to ; and lastly, that the rates of the Union could 
he efficiently collected, if the acts of the collectors in enforcing payment were 
supported, and not thwarted, by the authority of the Guardians. 

In reply the Commissioners direct me to acquaint you that the Guardians 
have no htliority to restrict the legal powers conferred upon you by your 
warrant, to demand and recover the entire amount of rate siiecihed m j our 
coUecting book, and the law does not recognize the power of a collector to 
accept a4y sum less than the full amount named m his coUectmg hook 

The Commissioners therefore repeat the mstmctions contamedm the letter 
addressed to you by the Poor Law Commissioners on the Idth August last, 
■vdz., that you should bring your collection to a close as speedily as possible, 
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BaUina Union, and you are distinctly to -understand that it is not imperative upon you, in con- 
sequence of the resolution of the Guardians, to accept S*. in the pound. The 
Commissionei's also request that you -vvill adopt the most vigorous measures to 
recover the entire rate from every rate-payer who has the means to pay. 

Tlie Commissioners have to add that, in some fe^v instances in other Unions, 
collectors liave been pennitted to take 3^. in the pound, in part payment of a 
rate, but the circumstances -were different from those attending your collection; 

You -will accordingly recover the full amount of the rate from every solvent 
rate-payer, and the Commissioners particularly request that you will report to 
them at the close of each week the j)rogress you may from time to time make. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Richard Bourke, Poor Law Inspector : 
^October 2, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to transmit herewith a letter received from a 
collector of poor-rate in Ballina Union, with reierence to a resolution of the 
Board of Guardians of the Union, directing the collectors to accept 3^. in the 
pound in those divisions in -which the rates exceed that amount. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to state that they arc not 
disposed to sanction the collection of 3s. in the pound, in the divisions in 
question. 

Such an arrangement might apply to a class of rate-payers, hut the wealthy 
should be compelled to pay the entire amount. 

In the few instances in which such an arrangement has been permitted to be 
carried out, the rate had been made eitlier u-holly or in part for the repayment 
of advances from Government. But the rates in Ballina Union were made 
wliolly for ordinary expenditure, and are not more than sufficient for the 
puiposo. 

As regards the ability of the rate-payers to pay the rates, it appears to the 
Commissioners, that the accompanying letter of Mr. M'Andrew, the collector 
for the highest-rated division, and who must be supposed to l^e intimately 
acquainted with the means of the rate-payers, is strongly corroborative ol‘ the 
views expressed hj Mr. Otway. Poor Law Inspector, on the 8th August last, 
that the largest portion of the present rate could be at once collected, if jiroj^er 
and active steps were taken by the Board of Guardians and collectors. 

Mr. Phelan, Poor Law Inspector, in an official report of the 30th August, 
stated that he had been informed by one of the collectors, that he could not 
obtain the rates from many wealthy pei-sons, and that he had learned that there 
■were even ex-officio Guardians, -who had never paid any rate, and who then . 
declared that they would pay none, although proceedings for recovery of the 
rates had Ijeeii taken against them. 

Under these circmnstances, the Commissioners apprehend that decisive 
measures must he adopted to counteract any obsti-uctiou which may be offered, 
either directly or indirectly, to the due collection of the rates. 

The rates in Ballina Union appear generally to he far from excessive ; they 
are on 



s. 

1 division 4 

2 divisions 4 

1 division 3 

2 divisions 3 
1 division 2 

1 division 2 
4 divisions 1 

2 divisions 1 

3 divisions 1 



d. 

6 in the pound. 
0 „ 

4 

0 „ 

6 

0 „ 

8 

6 „ 

3 



TV ith reference to the state of the collection, however, the Commissioners 
request that you wull specially, and at your earliest possible convenience, inquire 
and report; and -with this view, it is desirable that you should have the 
collectors summoned to attend you, and that by personal examination of their 
books you should ascertain the names of all parties possessing means of 
payment, -whether magistrates, ex-officio, or elective Guardians, or others who 
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are in an*ear, and communicate the information to the Commissioners in the 
enclosed sheets, with a statement of the amount due by each party, particularly 
specifying the immediate lessors. 

You are also requested to report whether, upon investigation of the pro- 
ceedings of tlie Guardians, particularly with reference to the present rates, you 
consider that tliey liave adopted such measures as the circumstances of the 
Union rendered it imperative upon them to take, in order to administer the 
affairs of the Union efficiently, and to the best of their ability. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Collectors of Poor-Rate in Ballina 
Union ; — October 2, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, being apprised that the Board of Guardians of Ballina Union have 
directed the collectors of poor-rate to take 3^. in the poimd on account of mtes 
w’hich exceed that sum, direct me to acquaint you that the Board of Guardians 
have no authority to restrict your powers as a collector. 

The law does not recognise the power of a collector to accept any sum less 
than tlie entire rate assessed. 

Accordingly, you will proceed, by the authority vested in you by general 
warrant, to demand, and wiiere there is ability to pay, if necessaiy enforce, the 
payment of the entire rates sjiecified in your collecting book. 

The Commissioners being desirous to afford you every assistance in the per- 
formance of your duties, request that you will reix>rt to them at the close of 
each w-'eek what progress you may have made from time to time, and they have 
to repeat the iastriictions issued by the Poor Law Commissioners on the 13th 
August last, that you should bring your collection to a close as sjjeedily as 
possible, by taking proceedings against all parties who may refuse to pay their 
rates. 



Mr. E. Atkinson, Milk Contractor, to the Poor Law Co 31 missioners. 

BtilUiia, September 30, 1847. 

I BEG to state that I have been contractor for new milk for the poor- 
house here, from the 3rd November last to the 29th instant. The tenns of my 
contract were monthly payments. Tlie amount for the quantity delivered 
during the above period is 665/. lU. 5c/., out of which I received S3/. 15s. 4c/., 
leaving a balance due to me of 581/. 16s. Ic/. 

From the great disti-ess prevailing in this district, and the large amount due 
by the Union, I fear the Guardians will not be in a position to pay me imme- 
diately, which my creditors require *, and to save me fi*om ruin I hope you will 
pay me, as the example is set by the paid Guardians in other parts of this 
country in cases of extreme distress. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Atkinson : — October 2, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissionei’s for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Irdand to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
30th ultimo, relating to the delay in the payment of the amount due to you for 
milk supplied for the inmates of the workhouse of the Ballina Union, and 
requesting the Commissioners to liquidate your claim on the Board of 
Guardians. 

In reply I am to state that there are no funds at the Commissioners’ disposal 
out of which they could discharge your account. 

The Commissioners trust that by a vigorous collection of the rates, the Board 
of Guardians will shortly obtain funds to meet their liabilites. 



Mr. Corcoran, Collector of Crossmolina Division, to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners: — October 9, 1847. 

With deference, I take the liheity to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2d instant, and in reply beg leave to state that the rate of poundage 
in my collection (Crossmolina electoral division), is 2^. 6c/. only. 



Balliaa Union. 
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Ballina Union. 



With regard to your inquiries about the progress I am making in the collec- 
tion of rate, r have no hesitation in affording you the necessary information. 
Tu-o landlords have paid me in Ml, othei-s part payment, and the rest none. 

I am leaving nothing undone to facilitate the collection, and will persevere 
in doing so, and shall be guided by your orders and instructions. I have 
already served a great number of six days’ notices on the rate-payers prepara- 
tory to having them summoned, and also a number of processes served on many 
others for the present quarter sessions. I am desirous to know from you, Iiave 
I a right, or am I justified, in taking part payment from the gentlemen, as they 
have already refused paying the entire in full ; I will feel much obliged if you 
favour me wdth this information in particular, as I have refused to take part 
from those gentlemen who offered me but a mere trifle out of large sums. 

Agreeably to notice I'rom the clerk of the Union, I waited on him at his 
office on Thursday, the 7th inst., and arranged my accounts there, which proved 
to him very satisfactory. He desired me to intimate same to you. 

I will do all in my power to enforce the payment of the rate. 



The PooE Law Commissioners to Mr. Corcoran, Collector of Poor Rate : — 
October 13, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
9th instant, stating that the rate of poundage in the divisions of Ballina Union, 
for which you are a collector, is 2^. 6c/. in the pound, and inquiring whether 
you are justified in taking part payment from tlie gentlemen who have already 
refused paying the entire rate in full. 

In reply, I am directed to acquaint you, that you are not justified in accept- 
ing part payment of the rate in question. Your warrant empowers you to 
demand and levy the full amount of rate ; and it is your duty to proceed to 
obtain the entire rates by the means which the law places at your command ; 
and the Commissioners request that you will not fail to fulfil the promise 
contained in your letter, viz., to do all in your power to enforce the payment 
of the rate by all parties who are able to pay. 



Extracts from Guarduns’ Minutes :—Octe&e?- 11, 1847. 

Proposed by Col. Knox Gore, and passed unanimously, — 

That the rate-payers of the electoral divisions of Ballina, Ardnaree, Bally- 
sokeery, and Lackan, have most respectfully to declare their total inability to 
pay now so large an amount as 45. 6^. or 45. in the pound; the entire produce 
of the land would not m many instances pay it if sold. 

They are nevertheless most anxious to pay to the utmost of their ability, and 
therefore pray that an instalment of 3s. in the pound be now taken, and that 
the collection of the balance be postponed for some time, till produce rates 
liigher than it does at present. 

If this indulgence is not given, many respectable persons will be driven to 
ruin, and it is the opinion of those well acquainted with the disteicts, that by 
this means a much larger sum will be at present collected, than if the entire 
rate be looked for. 

Resolved , — That the rate collectors be imperatively called on to use every 
possible exertion in the collection of the rates, as from the pressing claims upon 
us from contractors to whom large sums are too long due, we fear that the 
difficulties of the Union will be greatly increased urfless the demands thus 
referred to are at once satisfied. — (Passed.) 



Mr. Richard Bodrke, Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners: — 
October 13, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd 
ins^t, upon the subject of the rates nowin progress of collection in the Ballina 
Union, directing me personally to examine the collectors’ books and ascertain 
the names of all parties possessing means of payment, whether magistrates, 
ex-officio or elective Guardi^s, or others, who are in arrear of their rates, and 
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communicate the information on sheets inclosed for the purpose, together with 
a statement of the amount due by each party, particularly sjjecifying the 
immediate lessors, and furtlier directing me to report whctlier upon investiga- 
tion of the jn’oceedings of the Guardians, particularly with reference to tlie 
present rates, I consider that they have adopted such measures as the circum- 
stances of the Uuiou rendered it imperative upon them to take, in order to 
administer the affairs efficiently and to the best of their ability. 

In pursuance of these instructions, I procured the attendance of all the 
collectors during my late visit to Ballina, and entered upon the inqui)y ; hut 
finding, as I advanced, very considerable difficulty in carrying out your wishes, I 
detejmined alter some hours of labour, to furnish you with the result as far as I 
had gone, and submit for your consideration whether your object would not 
be better attained by calling on the different collectors to supply retuims of all 
rates remaining uncollected, according to the circular alluded to at p. 3/9 of 
the Compendium (Ed. 1846), which would contain all the mateiials necessary 
for such a statement as you require. The first difficulty I found was in distin- 
guishing the parties “ wlio possessed means of payment” from those who did 
not: but iwesuming that this might be determined by selecting those of the 
highest standing and consideration in the district, I was then met by the 
further difficulty that about -l ^ths of the rate and arrears remain still to be 
collected, that the amount is scattered over 12 thick volumes, and tliat the 
tenements in resjject of which these persons are chargeable as immediate lessors 
are so very numerous, that to extract them from the collectors’ books would 
occupy many days and amount to nothing more than a transcription of the 
greater poi-tion of their contents. Under those circumstances, I have thought it 
best, for the present, to forward such particulars as (with tlie assistance of the 
collectors) I obtained during the examination already made (and which are 
accordingly enclosed), and shall now proceed to offer sucli general obsei vations 
as appear to me applicable to the object you have in view, holding myself 
in readiness (if you so desire it) to return to Ballina at an early period, and 
make out a more complete return in the mamier you have already pointed out. 

Tliere is^ no doubt whatever that, up to the present time, scarcely any advance 
has been made in the collection of these rates, the total amount being 13,869/., 
and the amount paid in from the 2nd August, -when the first lodgement was 
made, being only 868/ It is equally certain that large sums of money are still 
due on account of this rate by persons of the highest consideration and position 
in the county of Mayo, both in respect to land occu 2 ued by themselves and 
that for which tliey are liable to rates as immediate lessors. As to their ability 
to 2 >ay the amount so due, I feel it my duty to state, for your information, my 
opinion at some length, and to lay fully’’ before you the reasons upon which it 
is founded. 

The charge now imposed upon this class of persons is heavier than upon any 
former occasion, not only by reason of the higher poundage, but from their 
having Iiecome chargeable as immediate lessoi's for a vast number of lioldings 
deserted by the occupiers, who have died or emigrated and left the land wholly 
imcultivatcd, whilst the proprietors’ means of meeting this augmented charge 
has been diminished by the almost complete suspension of payment of rents. 
I believe that, until the haiwest came in and the autumn fairs commenced, the 
large majority of resident gentry in the Ballina Uuiou had not tlie means of 
paying these rates ; and I further believe that, to pay the full amount at this 
moment, they would be comi)elled to sell grain and cattle at a most ruinous 
sacrifice. At the meeting of Guardians on Monday, gentlemen of jiroperty and 
worth (whose names I do not consider it improper to mention), such 'as Colonel 
Knox Gore, Mr. Vaughan Jackson, Mr. Paget, Mr. H. Knox, and others, openly 
declared, in most emphatic terms, that it would be completely impossible for 
them at the present time to jirovide money for the liquidation of the entire 
amount of their rates. In tlie same manner, Air. Ormsby, agent to Colonel 
Wingfield, and Messrs. Stewart and Kincaid, also land-agents for persons of 
property in the county, have stated that they are at present without funds to 
jiay the rates ; and that, •nhereas in former years they nave at this time held in 
their hands large balances to the credit of their emjiloyers, they are themselves 
now considerably in advance. 

I feel further bomid to declare my opinion, that there is no indisposition on 
the part of the gentry to pay the rates ; that it is only now that they are 

M 
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becoming in cii-cumstances to discharge them ; and that if, whilst all due vigour 
and strictness are employed in collecting, some concession could be made in the 
mode of receiving payment, a tolerably good collection may be expected. If a 
contrary course be adopted, I cannot conceal from you my conviction that much 
difficulty will be experienced, much expense incurred, and in the end no better 
result obtained. The Ballina Union is, undoubtedly, the poorest of those under 
my charge, where so numerous a resident proprietary is to be found. It is not 
a part of my duty to inquire into the circumstances which have made it so ; 
but close observation and inquiry into its present position have removed all 
doubt of the fact from ray mind. It is felt in every class of society ; affects 
every branch of ti’ade aud industry ; and is to be traced in every house and 
establishment in the district. 

I have stated thus fully my views, because they differ from the opinions of 
others, to which, as appears by your letter of the 2nd instant, you are disposed 
to attach more weight than to mine. I confess that I felt at first some disti’ust 
of my own judgment when opposed to that of Mr. Otway, but further observa* 
tion has confirmed my first impression; and I can only account for Mr. Otway’s 
opinion by supposing that he judges from the position of matters in former 
years, when he was in charge of the Union. As to Mr. McAndrew’s informa- 
tion, I caimot think he possesses by any means such good opportunities of 
judging of the persons whose affairs are now under discussion as I do ; and, 
moreover, I do not consider his evidence as totally uninfluenced by motives of 
interest, as (not to mention other reasons) the collecting of rates by instalments 
would impose upon him a considerable increase of trouble. Neither do I think 
that Mr. Phelan’s short visit to Ballina can be presumed to have afforded him 
the means of forming an independent judgment upon a question of magnitude 
lilie the present 

With these views of the circumstances of the Union, I recommended the 
resolution to he sanctioned which authorised a collection of the rates by instal- 
ments of 3^. in the pound, when the poundage exceeded that sum. In accord- 
ance with this recommendation, you expressed your assent to the resolution, but 
on receipt of a remonstrance from Mr. M‘Andrew, you rescinded this assent, 
and addressed a circular to each of the collectors desiring them to collect the 
entire rate. The Guardians, to whom all the circumstances are known, feel 
aggrieved at this greater show of confidence in his assertion than in theirs, and 
are most anxious for eveiy inquiry as to the relative truth of both statements. 
It appears to me, however, that it would tend to no good result now to insti- 
tute any such inquiry. Your decision has been pronounced and must now be 
left to the collector to carry out ; aud whatever the inconvenience may be 
to the rate-payers, I cannot see how any interference can now usefully take 
place. 

It only remains for me to reply to that portion of your letter referring to 
the line of conduct pursued by the Guardians in regal’d to the collection of the 
rates. Upon this point I have no hesitation in stating that, in my opinion, the 
Guardians have completely failed in their duty in this respect. The rate-books 
were not signed until many months after the amounts were fixed upon ; and not 
until nearly one month after the signature of the warrants, was any lodgment 
made beyond a mere trifle ; and yet I can find no resolution on the Minutes 
condemning this delay. Since the first lodgment on the 2nd August the 
amounts paid in have been very small ; and yet, with the exception of one 
general resolution calling on all rate-payers to discharge their obligations, I do 
not see any record of exertions on the part of the Guardians to accelerate 
the collection, nor have they (with some few exceptions) shown by their own 
example any readiness to comply with the terms of their resolution. I find 
that the clerk did not examine any of the rate-books on the first Board day in 
this month, and further I find that up to this day not one of the collectors 
have perfected their bonds. 

At the meeting of the Board of Guardians on Monday I addressed the 
members present at some length on these subjects, and urged them in the 
strongest possible maimer to adopt a more vigorous coin’se in future ; • and I 
not fail to see that the officers of the Union vrill, in future, perform the duties 
connected with this branch of the law, as well as others, with more exactness 
than they now appear to devote to them. 
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Enclosures. — Lists of Persons in Arrear, referred to in Mr. Richard Bodrke’s Report. 
Returns of Poor Rate Uncollected on the Hth of October, 1S47. 



Sallina Union, Castle Conner Electoral Eii-iston. — Mr. T. Foody, CoUeclor. 



street or Place, 
or Name of Property rated. 


Persons from whom 
' the Sate is due. 


Amount of Rate due. 


Observations as to Cause of 
[non-Collection, &c. 


Due for 
last Rate 


Arrears of 
previous 
"RB-te due. 


Total. 


Bannanulra .... 
Baltimoheiiry .... 
Carruncarden .... 
CarrovDUtlar .... 
Doonen ..... 

Mackduff ..... 
LiacarroiraaTeagh . . 

Cams 

TaJlylin 


^The Hon. Col. Wingfield 

Capt. Ormsby . , 

Lady Ormshy Gore . . 


&. t. d. 

63 2 3 

4 7 5 
8 7 2 


£. *. d. 

1 16 lOi 
0 13 ll)f 


£. *. d. 

63 2 3 

6 3 3i 
9 1 Of 


In the Sligo Marslialsea. 



BaUina Union, Kilglass Electoral Division. — Mr. T. Foody, Collector. 



Ballfogan ..... 
CsTTowhubuck, South . 


William Phipps, Esq. . 
Robert Orme, Esq. . . 


2 13 1 
18 12 10 


0 12 10^ 


3 5 lU 
18 12 10 




Cabbragh Orme . . . 


1 15 7 II 




15 7 11 




Owen Morton, Esq. . . 


3 8 4 


0 8 3^ 


3 14 7i 




Frankfort! 


Patrick J. Howley, Esq. . 


7 11 4 


0 14 8 


8 6 0 


His receiver refused paying the former 
rate ; he says they are lessees, but 
does not siipeat iu mv book so. 


Leaffany ..... 


MajorParks .... 


4 9 9 


1 16 8^ 




Maharabiack • . . « | 

Cartran .... . ; 

1 


Francis Murphy, Esq. . 
John Buurke, Esq. . . 


3 6 6 
2 IS 0 


0 10 9J j 


2 15. 0 


He objected paying the former rate. 



Ballina Union, Easky Electoral Division. — Mr. T. Foody, Collector. 




Cloonf'LmMT, Craaagh, 
CloODagh. 

Bappa and BsDSianagKHsii 
Belleeli, Garran Hill, Kil* 
moie, FarraDDoL 
Ballina and Backs dimion 
Dutcurtle, Bail^managh, 
Dramenilal, &c. 

Farieodileen, Tallyskow, 
Balijmaekredea. 
CloTCTij Killeen . . . 

Ballina ...... 



Ballina, Hallenus, Calleena, 
Rehm9,&c. 

Balljnaraha, Balljrbawo, 
KoockleliaRb Rehins. 

Bailybog, Corroy, Guilagh- 
toglier. 

Townploi and Garteens . 

John' street, Hill- street. 
Mill-street, and £,oon- 
vatheTS. 



William Gardiner, Esq. 

Anoesley Knox, Esq. 
CuL Knox Gore • • 

Lord Arran . • . 

Capt. Cuff ... 

Col. Knox . • . 

Major Gardiner • > 

William West . • 

Dr. Atkinson . . . 

Charles Gallagher 
H. Joynt, Sen. . « 

Capt. Atkinson . . 

Thomas Jones, Esq. . 
James V. Jackson, Esq. 

Leiris Jones, Esq. • 
Robert Jones, Esq. . 







40 6f 






67 6i 






174 19 11 






36 9 7 






130 13 Of 






32 3 6 






15 2 2 






44 4 0 






20 10 






45 19 10 






20 9 3f 






237 4 7 






19 2 6f 






37 14 3i 






55 IS 11 






8 7 lOf 



M 2 
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Returns of Poor Rate uncollected October 11, 1847 — continued. 



Sallina Union, Lacken Electoral Division. — Mr. Palmer Kirhoood, Collector. 



Street or Place, 
or raree of Property rated. 



CaRowTDore Residence 



Ballioalcck . 
Lepadruae • 

Carromnuashawn . 

Batlimaciiiigh . 
Donadoha . • 

Castle Lacken . 

CastleCoirU . 
Cloonaghira 
6Iebe Lncken ■ 
Killo^e, Upper a: 
KfiockLuba. 
liaccanetemple • 
Killeen . 

Biltra > 



Kiliogeery . 

Kilbride 

Carcowcullen 



Bathdonagh 
Gortaloor . 
Bathornar • 
Agliateleague • 



Major Gardiner . 



E. Palmer, Esq.. J.P. 



Mrs. Ptigli, immediate 
John Kennedy, immediate 



Colonel Knox . . 

Colonel Knox, Lacken . 



St. George Stock, Esq. 



Walter J. Bourke, Esq., J.P. 
(Castle Killalla). 



Patrick Boorke, Esq. 



Amount of Rate due 



Due for 
lost Rate 
made. 



22 15 
1 15 
0 13 



34 7 0 
14 12 U 



33 6 8 

22 19 1 

1 15 4 
0 13 4 
6 6 8 

2 4 4 
7 35 11 

7 6 8 
14 9 4 
24 12 0 
20 15 0 

8 9 4 
14 12 8 
33 10 0 

18 12 1 
11 3 11 
17 12 1 
26 16 8 



II 420 6 3 



Obserrafions as to tko cause of 
aon-Colleclion, &c. 



Return not yet furnished, and wiq 
have no difBculty in galliog the 
amount. ” 

Made application and received no an- 



Tlrere ia a recoiver appointed on Mr, 
Knox’s property ; I tiave not as yet 
discovered who the receiver is. 

Agent refused to pay though ordered 
by Culoael Knox. 



>-£108 17s. 8rf. 



Mr. Stock is not resident in the C( 
1 applied to his agent. 



Account not yet furnished, in conse* 



Eallina Union, Ballysokeery Electoral Division. — Mr. Palmer Eirkwood, Collector. 



Knnckafanoll . > 

KaChroun . . 

Moy Salmon Fishery 

Ballysokeery . « 

RathglaSs , • 

Ballyhoony . • , 

Ballinaholl . , • 

Bathball • . • 

Rath^tass ... 
Bioadlanda . , 



Colonel M. H. Gore . . 

Representatives of iate 
Ikir. LittU. 

John Parkins, Esq., J.P. 

Arthur S. Perkins, Esq. . 
Annesly Knox, Esq. J.P.. 



John Knox, Esq. . 



16 0 0 




16 0 0 




54 6 1 


3 14 0 


58 0 1 




62 10 0 




62 10 0 


Ditto 


10 ID 0 




10 10 0 




12 3 2A 




12 3 24 




51 10 2i 




51 10 24 




16 12 0 




16 12 0 




38 0 2 


0 12 7 


38 12 9 




8 19 24 




8 19 24 


Ditto 






26 15 2 


Ditto 



Ballina Union, Belmullet and Bmghamstown Electoral Division. — Mr. John Cosgrave, Collector. 



3- Inver. 4 Gortbrack. 4 


1 Daniel Madden, Esq, . ^ 


36 0 0 


11 18 104 




Thete was no collector appointed to col- 
lectthe rate made on 17fh August, 1347. 
Arrears due on that account. 


Graugbill, J Goitmel- 
lows, J Glengar, Stone- 
field, Carrowtigne, Porti- 
cloy, Mease Common, 
Fanleevy. 

Shragraddr, Barroosktv. 


Edward Deane, Esq. « 


t3 10 0 


5 0 3 


IS 10 3 


Brisko, Largans, Tava- 
DaghjCulsuUough, Belly- 

Bs^ina, Kiltena, bfimgna- 


Mrs. Coyne > • > . 


11 0 0 


6 15 10 


17 15 10 


•aid he would pay in a, few days. 


halloona, Rossenag, 
Ctough, Aughleame, 
Cortran. 

Belmullet . • . • . 


W. H. Carter, Em. • . 

Denis Bingham, Ese, , • 


. 82 10 0 


; 25 0 0 


107 10 0 


Not in the conntry since I was appointed. 


Biugham Castle . , , 


, 80 0 0 


26 0 0 


106 0 0 


Glencastle . • • . . 


Mathew Atkinson, Eeq. . 


Id 0 0 




19 0 0 




Antbmulla, Doolough, Alhv- 


Mrs. Short .... 


19 10 0 


6 4 0 


25 14 0 


' Demanded from Mathew Atkinson; said 


cuuane, Cloontakeliy. 
Tarmonburow and Glengard 


Mrs. Matilda O'Donnell . 


4 7 6 


1 10 0 


5 17 6 


he had no money to piy fur some lime. 
She said she would nut pay any rate. 
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Returns of Poor Rate uncollected October 1 1, 1847 — continued. 



Persons from wbom 
tbe Rate is due. 


Amount of Rate due. 


Due for 
last Rate 


Arrears of 
previous 
kate due. 


Total. 




£. s. d. 


f. s. d. 




Daniel Donolioe . . 


6 0 0 


2 0 0 




Martin Demohoe . . . 


3 0 0 






Antbony Donoboe . . 


3 0 0 


1 0 0 


4 0 0 


Mrs. Gniagber . . . 


12 1 3 


4 0 5 


16 1 8 


Mrs. Artbur Rose . . ■ 




2 10 0 


2 10 0 


Misses Maria and Letitia 
Biiigbam, Capt. Biugbazn. 


31 0 0 


7 0 0 


28 0 0 


William Bingbain, Esq. . 


8 10 0 


5 8 0 


13 18 0 


James 0 Donnell, Esq. , 


9 17 2f 


3 7 7 


13 4 Of 


Samuel Bourne, Esq. . . 


8 14 3| 


3 5 24 


U 10 S 


Rev. illiam Pawson 


3 3 2 


1 14 C 


4 17 8 


Henry Bingham . . 


3 15 1 


1 5 3 


5 0 4 



Street or Place, or 
Name of Property roted. 



Drolougb . . . 

Goolamore Fishery 



Mungeell.Tarclmngar, Atbal- 
rocky, Kiioclcshanbo, 
Kiiockimdina Dereen. 
Dayvievf, Canoaghy . . 

Aghooes. Pollutliomisli, Bar- 
naculien. 

Rossdougli . . • . • 
Tacmniicorranc .... 



Observations as to Cause oi 
iiQii-Collection, £c. 



Will uot pay until sbe is compelled to 
do so. 

Mr. Rose will not pay last year's rate, but 
paid tbe rate of 47*. 

Applied diifecetit times, and gotno answer 
them as yet. 

He said lie would pay in a few days. 

Applied two nr three times for it, and is 
nut iucliiied tupay until he is made pay. 

He promises iu pay in a few <lays. 

Said lie would pay in a few days. 

Ditto ditto. 



Sallina Union, Crosmolina Electoral Division. — Mr. William Corcoran, Collector. 



Euiiiscoe Prospect and Mnl- 
linamore Tbusla Fulish. 

Bengeary 

Delcaslle. &c. .... 
Euockglass 

Owenmore, &c. « • 

Errcn, &c. . . • • . 

Balllnluhane .... 

CastleUiil, &c 

Derrecn Hoolnabioa . . 

Ratbmocostello .... 

FoIisb,&e. ..... 
Allysuanes and Ganawn . 
Gurrawn ..... 
Balliiiacloy ..... 

Tubliennore .... 
Foiteiiaden, &e., Kildaiee . 

Camiwloiiglia, Bandaliue, 

Ratlmiorle,aiidGlasbeeDS. 
Corrowclouglia .... 



Mullenmore and Killeen . 
Curculleii. Knockmoiioona, 
and Duleymore. 



Merryn Pratt, Esq. . _ . 

Minors Ornisby . . 
Capt. Cufle .... 
TLumas Paget, Esq, . . 

William Onne, Esq. . . 

Charles O'Domiell, Esq. • 
James Paget, Esq. . . 

John Walsb, Esq. • . 

Bepresentatires oflVilliam 
Ormsliy, deceased. 
Counsellor Bourke . . 

William H. Orme, Eaq. . 
William R. Orme, Esq. . 
Mr, Lewis Atkinson . . 

Capt. Knox and H. W. 
Knox, Esq. 

Mr. William Johnstone . 
Mr. James Ramsay • . 

Mr. George Irwin . . . 

Mrs. Arthur Pew . . . 

Rev. Richard St. George . 
Pat Gallagher. . . 

Pat Fergus .... 



135 16 6 


3 16 8 


139 13 0 


Applied for payment, and was not paid. 
Arrears due by tenants who emigrated. 


26 19 7 


5 3 5 


32 3 0 




28 2 8 


0 10 6 


28 13 2 


Apiilied to agent, anil did not pay. 


55 0 0 




55 0 0 


Paid lUi. out uf 531. ; promised tbe 
balance. 


26 0 0 


2 2 8 


38 2 8 


Paid 101. out of 33/. 2*. 8d; promised 
tbe balance. 


21 0 3 


0 10 0 


21 10 3 


Applied to the agent, and not paid. 


12 4 7 


0 13 7f 


12 18 3 


.4[)plied to Mr. Paget, and promised to 


35 0 0 


1 15 S 


36 13 8 


Paid 15/.; promised to paybalancewben 
be would be paid tent. 


S 8 10 


2 17 5 


11 6 3 


Applied to tbe agent, and did uot pay. 


5 5 9 


1 11 5 


6 17 2 


Applied to die agent, and did not ]iay; 
landlord an oCRcer in (he army. 


63 11 3f 


15 7 2 


78 18 5f 


Applied to tbe axent, and did not pay. 


37 10 0 


0 3 3 


37 13 2 


Paid 5/. in part ; promised payment. 


6 2 9 


1 10 3 


7 13 0 


Waste land; no cattle thereon. 


19 7 H 


3 6 Of 


22 13 2 


Tbe arrear ot 3/. bi. U^d. due by U. VV, 
Knox, Esq. 


7 12 7f 


2 17 Of 


10 




No property to be found on the land. 


14 e 9 


0 8 7 


14 15 4 


Mr. Ramsay has given up tbe lauds to 
Sir Roger Palmer, Barf, 


16 8 3 


3 7 6 


19 15 9 


No property on the land but wbat is under 
seizure by the landlord. 


7 11 3 
7 5 0 


1 U lOf 


9 3 If 
7 5 0 


No property ou tbe land. 

Paid 2/. ; ^ refused to pay (be balance. 


15 7 6 


0*19* Of 


15 7 6 


Paid 5/.; promised payment. 


14 9 lOf 


15 




Promised payment. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Richard Bourke, Inspector: — 
October 23, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your report on the 
subject of the rates now in progress of collection in Ballina Union. 

The Commissioners have had under mature consideration the contents of 
your Report 

The Commissioners regret to find, in the extracts from the collectors books, 
the names of so many parties of rank and consideration among the number of 
the defaulters for poor-rates, after four mouths from the signing of the rates. 

The Commissioners still more deeply regret the nature of the avowed causes 
for non-payment of the rates in many of these cases, — namely, the positive want 
of funds, and the impossibility of their at once ^tisfying the demands of the 
collectors without selling grain and cattle at a ruinous sacrifice. ^ 

Looking, nevertheless, to the present financial state of the Ballina Umon, and 
the necessity of the destitute poor being maintained from the poor-rates, the 
Commissioners deem it their duty to declare that no consid.erations of the nature 
urged in your report, justify, in their opinion, any delay in the enforcement of 
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rates due from tlie owners of landed property in the Union ; and they request 
that in your future communications with the Guardians and the collectors, you 
will proceed, in accordance with this view, to press on the immediate collection 
of the rates from all parties who remain in possession of available property, of 
whatever description, wdiatever may be the consequences to such parties. 

Should the Guardians continue to neglect their duty in reference to so im- 
portant a point as the collection of the rates, the Commissioners will feel 
obliged to consider their own responsibility under section 18 of the Relief Ex- 
tension Act. 

The Commissioners approve of your intention to see that the officers do their 
duty in this respect. 



Extracts from Guardians’ Minutes : — October 25, 1847. 

Resolved, on the recommendation of the Inspector, — That the list of 
defaulters now handed in by Mr. Kirkwood, one of our collectors, be forwarded 
to our solicitor, with a view to proceedings being taken against them in the 
superior Courts during next term ; and the Poor Law Commissioners he applied 
to for permission accordingly. 

Resolved , — That the remaining rate-collectors be desired to furnish us, against 
next Board-day, with a return of all persons owing rates in their several 
districts, where the amount equals or exceeds 20Z. ; and that our solicitor do 
attend here on the same day to receive our orders conceming them. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Guardians of the Ballina Union: — 
November 6, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had under consideration the minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of Ballina Union of the 25th ultimo ; and with rei'erence to 
the resolution relative to the list of defaulters against whom it is proposed 
proceedings should be taken in the superior Courts, I am directed to state, that 
the Commissioners recommend that separate lists should be prepared, so as to 
separate the immediate lessors resident in Mayo and Sligo ii’om those elsewhere, 
and again, those resident in other parts of Ireland from those in England or 
abroad ; as in the first cases it may be advisable to proceed primarily, ^ the 
law allows, by serving the 15 days’ notice ; and in the cases of persons resident 
out of Ireland, it is to be apprehended that no proceeding in the- superior 
Courts of Dublin would be available ; so that any costs incurred by proceedings 
against inaccessible parties would necessarily have to be paid by the Guardians. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. R. Hamilton, Temporary Inspector for 
Belmullet District : — November 9, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to request that you will examine upon oath the 
collector of poor-rates of the Belmullet district, in order to obtain from him 
the names of the immediate lessors who have not paid their rates, and the 
arrears due from each respectively. 

I am at the same time to request that you will ascertain from the collector 
whether he has made application to all or any, and if any, which, of such 
immediate lessors, and what answer or answers he may have obtained from all 
or any of them, and otherwise to take the evidence of the collector as to any 
real or supposed difficulties connected with the collection of the rates in h4 
district. 

I am further to state that the Commissioners deem it a matter of serious 
importence that the maintenance of the destitute poor of Belmullet should not 
be unjustly thrown upon the benevolence of others unconnected with the 
locality, while rates remain unpaid by those who possess property in the district ; 
and the Gonunissioners accordingly request that you will make a searching 
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inquiry into the points adverted to in these instructions, and that you will report U aiw. 

to this office resijecting them with the least possible delay. Page 84. 



Lieutenant Hamilton, Temporary Inspector of Ballina Union, to the Poor 
Law Commissioners: — November 10, 1847. 



I HAVE visited the poor-house frequently siuce my arrival, and endea- 
voured, as far as possible, to make myself thoroughly acquainted witli the 
state of affairs both in and out of the house. 

With respect to the interior economy of the house, it does not appear to me 
to be nearly so satisfactory as other poor-houses which I have been in in Ireland ; 
but at the same time there are many allowances to be made, such as the dreadful 
mortality which occurred in the house during the past year, the want of either 
funds or credit to do more than actually feed the inmates, in consequence of 
which, in addition to there being a great want of clothing and bedding, that 
now in use is not in good condition 5 there does not appear to have been a 
visiting Committee for some months. I was informed by the master that the 
infirmary has not been visited by the Guardians for a considerable time. I 
found in it some cases, which appeared much in want of nourishment; there 
were three children which had suffei’ed from dysentery, very little remov^ 
from skeletons ; I never saw sucli dreadful objects in my life. Dr. Devlin 
stated to me that he was afraid to order them any extra diet, in consequence of 
having been found fault with by some of the Guardians on former occasions. I 
desired Dr. Devlin to order such nourishment and stimulants as he considered 
necessary, and not on any account to allow a person to perish for the want of 
proper medical treatment. I shall bring this subject to the notice of the 
Guardians on the next day of meeting. IVIr. Knox, one of the Guardians, who 
visited the infirmary to-day, was greatly shocked at the appearance of some of 
the patients. Ten cases of fever have broken out in the house during the pi^t 
week. They were at once removed to the fever hospital, in which there is still 
some available accommodation. Temporary fever sheds have been recently 
erected in rear of the iufinnary ; they have never been occupied, are not water- 
proof, and appear to have been very badly constructed. 

Although there are at present only 1000 persons in the house, which is con- 
structed for 1200, the medical officer declares that any increase of numbers 
will lead to a repetition of last year’s disease and mortality. 

You will have seen by the minutes of last Monday’s proceedings, that the 
Guardians are about to increase the accommodation in the house for able- 
bodied, by hiring a store or large building, and removing thereto in the first 
instance, the school children, together with the schoolmaster and mistress. 
They have likewise authorised the purchase of 500 sets of bedding and clothing, 
and some improvements in the way of ventilation; all of which are most 



necessary steps. , , , . •. t xi. 

The Board day has been altered to Friday, with the view of enabling the 
Guardians to give more time to the affairs of the Union. 

The rates are coming in gradually ; the Guardians have ordered the clerk to 
comply with the directions relative to making separate lists of defaulters m. 
Ireland, England, and abroad. . . „ 

There appears to be an evident determination on the part of a m^onty ot 
the Guardians, if possible, to throw the district of Erris on its own resource ; 
one of them, Mr. Jones, declared that the people in his neighbourho^ would 
not pay a farthing of their rates, if the Erris people are to be support^. 

I am afraid that the well-disposed members of the Board of Guardians, such 
men as Colonel Jackson, Mr. Symes, Mr. Knox. &c., will have not only a ma^ 
of destitution to provide for before long, but that their difficulties will be much 
increased by the opposition of other members. I wish that it were in my power 
to state that I anticipate that self-exertion and co-operation among all classes, 
which alone can effectually meet the coming calamity, and prevent staiaation. 
Many gentlemen have done their duty', audwill do it again ; but there are many 
who hOTe done nothing. When I mention that 65,000 rations were distributed 
daily in this Union, exclnsive of Erris. during the month of September, you 
may suppose that there was yery little thought for the future among its dis- 
tributors. 
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The Poor Law Commissioners to Lieutenant Hamilton : — 
November 12, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have Jiad under their consideration your report of the lOtli instant, 
which they have this day received, relating to the state of the Ballina Union 
and your ins23ections of the workhouse. 

With regard to the first j^art of your report, in which you refer to the state 
of some children in the w'orkhouse, for whom proper diet has not been pro- 
vided, the Commissioners request that you will sec that the medical officer 
exercises the power given to him with respect to the diet of sick paupers by 
Articles 18 and 66 of the Workhouse Regulations. 

With resi^ect to the distress which exists in the Erris district of the Union, 
and to the observations in your report on tire disposition of the Board of 
Guardians as to that district, the Commissioners request that the attention of 
the Board of Guardians may, at the next meeting, be drawn to the state of the 
collection of the rates in the Erris electoral divisions, with a view to the 
adoption of active measures immediately for enforcing the rates wherever 
unpaid, and recoverable ; and the Guardians should in the mean time provide 
for the relief of destitute persons, as the law directs, charging the amount of 
ex23enses so incurred to the proper electoral divisions, to be levied in the usual 
course. 

The Guardians must be well aware that it is not lawful or necessary to defer 
the relief of the paupers of any electoral division, until sufficient rates for the 
puiq^ose are actually collected from that division ; and the Commissioners have 
learned with tlie deepest regret that the Guardians have in some instances 
refused relief to destitute persons in Erris because rates had not been collected 
there. 

The responsibility of relieving the destitute in that district rests solely with 
the Board of Guardians of Ballina Union, and the Guardians cannot directly 
or indirectly divest themselves of that responsibility. 



Lieutenant Hamilton, Temporary Inspector of Ballina Union, to the Poor 
Law Commissioners: — November 13, 1847. 

I AGAIN attended a meeting of the Board of Guardians of this Union, 
yesterday. 

I drew the attention of the Guardians to the illegality of their resolution 
“ refusing admittance into the workhouse to the Erris paupers .” After a great 
deal of opposition on the part of Mr. Jones, the remaining Guardians unani- 
mously agreed " that so long as there shall be room in the workhouse, relief 
shall be afforded therein to destitute persons from Erris.” 

I have communicated this resolution to Mr. Hamilton, Temporary Poor Law 
Inspector, at Belmullet, for his guidance. 

I likewise drew the attention of the Guardians to the following subjects, viz 

The appointment of visiting Committee. 

The state of the infirmary. 

The diet, both in the infirmary and infirmary wai*ds. 

Tile want of medicines, which the medical officer states that he applied 
for several times. 

The medical officer’s report. 

You will see by the minutes of the day’s proceedings, that the Guardians have 
taken steps to remedy tliese several matters. 

I lastly brought the subject of the collection of the rates before the Board, 
and especially the fact of the large amount of rates due by some of the 
Guardians themselves, whose names I read out. I urged as strongly as I could 
the necessity of losing no further time in taking more active measures. 

I cannot offer an opinion about Erris ; but I think that in the remainder of 
the Union, the collectors will be able to collect alarge amoimt of rates, without 
being obliged to resort to very extreme measures. 

There is no time, however, to be lost. The Commissioners may rely upon 
my taldng every step in my power to assist the collectors. 

P . S. Since writing the above, I have received your letter of the 12th instant. 
No. 37,286, D47, the contents of which I had anticipated. 
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The PooE Law Commissioners to Lieutenant PIamilton: — BaJUna Union. 

I'^ovember 16, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your report of tlie 13th 
instanc, relating to the Ballina Union, and I am to express the Commissioners’ 
thanks for your report. 

I am at tlie same time to express the Commissioners’ approbation of the steps 
taken by you at the meeting of tlie Board of Guardians on Friday last. 



Mr. R. Hamilton, Temporary Inspector at Belmullet, to the Poon Law 
Commissioners. — Notember 10, 1847. 

I ARRIVED here last night, having attended the meeting of the Board of Ems district. 
Guardians at Ballina on Monday. 

The Guardians passed a resolution ai^pointing a Committee for Erris, under 
the 6th Section of the Act 10 Vic. cap. 31. and a sum of 140/. remitted to the 
credit of that district by the late Inspector at Belmullet, was voted should be 
placed at the disposal of this Committee, in order to afford relief to those 
unfortunate creatures 'who had been refused admittance to the Union work- 
house last week, and some of whom had died of want on their return to Erris. 

However, as all these applicants w^ere able-bodied, and as the Commissioners 
had not made any order for giving out-door relief to tliis class in Erris, I de- 
clined expending this money until I received further instructions. 

The Guardians likewise expressed a wish, that a house should be taken in 
Erris for the reception of paupers from the electoral divisions of Belmullet 
and Binghamstown, and placed under the management of the Committee ; but 
as theyalso stated “ that not one fartliing of the rates collected from the other 
“ electoral divisions of Ballina Union should be applied to the support of the 
“ Erris poor,” and as Erris never has hitherto been able to take care of its own 
poor, I do not think it likely it will be aide to do so now, when all classes are 
either staiwing, or next door to it. It is quite evident that the Guardians are 
determined to do all in their power to make Erris a distinct district from the 
rest of the Union, and throw the entire responsibility of meeting the awful 
distress at present existing there on any person but themselves. Under these 
circumstances, I beg you will have the goodness to inform me, with as little 
delay as possible, what course the Commissioners would recommend my 
adopting. 

I have directed the relieving officers to make out lists of those persons who 
are entitled by the Act of Parliament to receive out-door relief; and I hope to 
be able to report on the state of my district at the end of the week. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. R. Hamilton, Inspector at Belmullet ; — 
November 12, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 
10th instant, relating to the proceedings of the Quartans of Ballina Union, 
with reference to the Belmullet and Binghamstown divisions, and I am to 
enclose herewith for your information, a copy of a letter which the Commis- 
sioners addressed to the Guardians yesterday on the subject. 

The Commissioners deeply regret the consequences which have ei^ued from 
the refusal of the Board of Guardians to admit into the w'orkhouse applicants 
for relief, wffio came from those divisions. 

With regard to the refusal of the Guardians to provide funds for the relief 
of the poor of the Barony of Erris, and your enquiry as to the course you should 
pursue under the circumrtances, the Commissioners will communicate with the 
Guardians; and they request you to have all applicants for relief hrouglit, 
when practicable, before the Committee of Guardicuis, so that each case may 
be reported on, distinguishing such paupers as may get out-door relief from 
those that can only be lawfully relieved in the workhouse. 
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tBallina UnioTi. 
Erris district. 



See Lieut. Hamil- 
ton’s statement, 
telow. 



Encloscxe. 

gjp Dublin, November 11, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland have 
had before them Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Ballina Union on the 
8th instant • and in reference thereto, I am directed to state that the Commissioners deeply 
re<^ret to observe, that, during the meeting of the Board tipwards of 400 persons were waiting 
for admission, many of whom appeared to be in great destitution, but none were admitted, the 
Guardians having only appointed a Committee to purchase clothing and bedding. 

The Commissioners cannot but feel that in a season of so much distress the Guardians have 
failed in due precaution, by not having clothing and bedding in readiness for the number of 
paupers which they are at liberty to receive into the worhhouse ; and the pommissionei's trust, 
that at the next meeting some course may be adopted which shall be within the law, to provide 
for the relief of such dtstitute pei-sons as cannot be longer denied it with safety. 

With reference to the Guardians’ resolution relative to the appointment of a Committee to 
provide for the relief of the poor in the district of Erris, the Commissioners direct me to state, 
that this Committee cannot do more than receive applications and report on them to the Board 
of Guardians, with whom it rests to order relief, and which should not be given (e.xcept in cases 
of emergency, as the Act provides), until ordered by the Board of Guardians. 

The Commissioners must further observe, that it was not a proper course to place 140Z. at 
the disposal of the Committee ; but that a small sum might have been issued to the Relieving 
OfScei'S for cases of emergency, and the nece^ary provision should be made for dispensing out- 
door relief to the classes specified in the 1st Section of the Act 10 Viet. cap. 31, so as to be in 
readiness for affording such relief as might be ordered by the Board after due inquiry. 

The Commissionei-s approve of the course proposed for providing in-door relief in Erris, as 
they cannot consent (except as the law provides, and under circumstances of actual necessity), 
to the out-door relief of the able-bodied classes, or of any other classes than tliose specified in 
the 1st Section of the Extension Act. 

I have, &c., 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, W. Stanley, Secretary. 

Ballina Union. 



Minute of Statement made by Lieutenant Hamilton, Temporary Poor Law 
Inspector, Ballina Union. 

Poor Law Commission Offi.ee, Luhlin, 
November 20, 1847. 

Lieutenant Hamilton states that the clerk of the Union was not 
justified in entering on the minutes of the 8th instant, “ that upwards of 400 
paupei-s (many of them in a state of the greatest destitution) had been refused 
admission into the workhouse on that day.” 

Lieutenant Hamilton observes that until the 17tli instant, he was not aware 
that such an entry had been made ; that a crowd did assemble (cei-tainly not 
400 persons), no doubt to make a demonstration with the view of getting mt-door 
relief, but that from what has been already seen, affairs are not nearly so bad in 
his (Lieutenant Hamiltou’s) portion of the Union, as generally imagined. 

Directions were given to request Lieutenant Hamilton to make a special 
report on the state of the population in his part of the Union. 



Mr. R. Hamilton, Temporary Inspector, at Belmullet, to the Poon Law Com- 
missioners :—iVoymie?* 13, 1847. 

In reply to your letter of the 9th instant, I beg to annex, for the 
information of the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, a list of the immediate lessors in this barony who have 
not paid their rates, and the arrears due by each respectively, together with 
the sworn observations made by the collector ; besides this list, there is about 
loo?, due from small rate-payers, against most of whom the collector has 
already taken law proceedings. There is also a laa’ge sum due on lands now 
totally deserted. The inaccurate manner in which the rate books have been 
made out, has likewise been an obstacle in the way of the collection of rates in 
this district. 

The present collector (who is a sharp, intelligent person) was only appointed 
on the 13th September last, and, in consequence of no collector having been 
appointed for the year 1846, he has been demanding two years’ rate at the 
same time ; and, under his appointment, he has lodged 137/. with the Board 
of Guardians ; besides this, during the last week, since I arrived, he has 
received near 60?., and in the course of a short time I think he will get about 
160?. more. I do not think this so bad, considering the Board of Guardians, 
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in the JMiuutes of the 1st instant, state that, “for the last two 5 ’’ears Ends BaJiina Unioa. 
“Electoral Division has not paid more than 100/.” This may be partly accounted Errisdist^t. 
for, by their not having appointed a collector for 1846. 

P.S. Owmg to inaccuracies in the rate-book, and other causes, the collector 
has not been able to return all the immediate lessors who are defaulters. 



Enclosure. 

An Account of Defaoltisq Rate-Payehs in tlie Belmullet and Binghamston-n Electoral 
Divisions. 



Landlords’ Names. 


— 


Observations. 


Denis Bingham, Esq 


£. 5. d. 

119 3 8 


Demanded his rate, and said he should not be aide 


Daniel Madden, Esq 


4T 18 lOi 


to pay unless we distrained his lands. 
Demanded his rate two dillerent times. He wrote 


Edward Deane, Sen., Esq. . . .] 

Edward Deane, Jun., Esq. . . .j 

Mrs. Bingham, Bingham’s Castle . 


19 14 2i 
24 n 2 


to me and said he would pay in the course of a 
short time. 

fDeiuanded their rates, and promised to pay, but 
1 did not. 

Went to her place and could not see her, but her 


John Walsh, Esq 


48 4 *? 


Bon-in-law wrote to me and said she would pay 
it, but to give her little time. 

In law between him and the immediate, lessors, 


Jasper Villiers Fowler, Esq. 


20 9 0* 


and don’t know wliich of them are to pay. 

Not residing in the country, and does not know 


F. B. Knox, Esq 


15 6 Hi 


where to aj^ly to him. 

Not residing rn the country, and does not know 


J. W. 0. Richards, Esq. . • 


13 4 5 


where to apply to him. 

In litigation between him and John Reily, and 


Mrs. Henry Short 


11 18 Ci 


does not know which of them should pay. 
Applied to Matthew Atkinson, Esq., receiver. 


Mrs. Connell O’Donnell . . . 


19 12 3 


who said he had no funds to pay the rate. 
Don’t know where to applv for payment. 


Charles Coyne, Esq 


15 n 8 


Applied, and promised payment in a short time. 


Thomas Cormick, Esq. . 


6 12 5i 


Applied to the agent on the property, and said 


Comelins O’Kelly, Esq. 


8 1 2i 


that he could not pay the head-rent, as they 
were not getting any money themselves. 

Not residing in the country; don’t know where 


W. H. Carter, Esq 


68 0 6 


to apply to. 

Applied, and promised payment in a very short 


Total .... 


439 *7 7 


time, and paid the rate of 1846. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardlaxs ; — Noveniher 17, 
1347. 



(Copy also transmitted to the Inspectors in the Union.) 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland desire to state, for the information of the Guardians of the Ballina 
Union, that the Commissioners have received from Mr. K Hamilton, Tem- 
porary Poor Law Inspector for the Erris district of the Union, a report on the 
subject of the collection of the poor-rate in the Binghamstown and Belmullet 



division. z i- r< 

The Commissioners request the immediate attention of the Board ol uuar- 
di flTiR to the accompanying copy of the sworn statement of the collector of poor- 
rate, as to the arrears of rate, amounting to 439/. 7s. 7</., due by the foUowir^ 
parties, namely : — 



Denis Bingham, Esq. . 

Daniel Madden, Esq. 

Edward Deane, Sen., Esq. 
Edward Deane, Jun., Esq. 

Mrs. Bingham, Bingham’s Castle 
John Walch, Esq. 

Jasper Villiers Fowler, Esq. . 

F. B. Knox, Esq. . 

J. W. O. Richard^ Esq. 



£. s. d. 

119 3 8 

47 18 10^ 

19 14 2^ 

24 17 2 

48 4 7 

20 9 Oi 
15 6 11^ 

13 4 5 

N2 
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Ballina Union. 
Errk district. 



Mrs. Henry Short . 

Mrs. Connell O’Donnell 
Charles Coyne, Esq. 
Thomas Cormick, Esq. 
Cornelius O’Kelly, Esq. 
W. H. Carter, Esq. 



£. s. d. 

n 18 6| 

19 12 3 
15 17 8 
6 12 5f 
8 7 
68 ‘0 6 



The Commissioners request that the Guardians will proceed without delay 
to have payment of the rates enforced by all the parties in arrcar ; and they 
recommend for the consideration of the Guardians the expediency of employ- 
ing a solicitor in the cases in which it will be necessary to adopt legal pro- 
ceedings. 

Such immediate lessors as reside in either county iu which the Union is 
situate, should be served with 15 days’ notice, in pursuance of the 2nd Section 
of the Irish Poor Relief Amendment Act, and on non-payment of the rate, 
should then be summoned before the magistrates, by which course there can 
be a distress on the property of the party rated. 

If this course is not deemed expedient in any particular case, proceedings 
may be taken by means of civil bill in the court of proper jurisdiction, which 
is that of the assistant barrister of the county in which the landlord resides. 

In cases in which the immediate lessor has not a residence in either of the 
counties in which the Union is comprised, but in some other part of Ireland, 
the Commissioners on receiving the application of the Guardians, w'ill he pre- 
pared to give tlieir consent to proceedings being taken in the superior Courts of 
Record in Dublin. 



R. Hamilton, Temporary Inspector at Belmullet, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners: — Novemher 13, 1847. 

During the past week, I have visited every portion of my district except 
the extreme western part of Belmullet electoral division ; and I regret to state, 
that distress, — indeed judging by the appearance of the people, I may say 
starvation, — appears nearly general throughout it, but more particularly in the 
electoral division of Binghamsto^vn, where the poor really are iu a sad state, 
their only food bad turnips, and their supply of them limited ; many have nothing 
to subsist on but the roots of weeds. The relieving olficer-has several hundreds 
on his books ; but the poor people are afraid to venture a second time to 
Ballina, the distance being nearly 40 miles. The British Association having 
placed a small quantity of provisions at my disposal, I have given out some 
of it in this district through the medium of the clergymen, in order to prevent 
deatli from starvation, but have confined the relief principally to destitute 
females and cliildreu under a certain age. There are seven established schools 
in this electoral division; and I hope to have 1000 children on Monday next 
receiving their daily rations in these establishments. There is no proprietor or 
person of any respectability who takes the least interest in the welfare of the 
unfortunate poor in this district. 

Although Belmullet division is much distressed, still I do not think it can 
be as bad as Binghamstown, because I hardly went through a village in it I did 
not see a dog in every house, and I am quite certain when they can keep a dog 
they cannot be starving. The feeding of the children at established schools 
^vill likewise succeed in tliK division, and I shall have rations issued at several 
on Monday. 

I shall report, from time to time, on the state of this district, which I have 
no doubt will require aid from other sources before long beside the rates. 



Sir. R. Hamilton, Temporary Inspector at Belmullet, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners: — Novemher 20, 1847. 

In reply to your letter of the 19th. instant, I beg to state, for the infor- 
mation of the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor iu Ireland, that there is a house in Binghamstown, well adapted for the 
purpose of a poor house, which by a small outlay could be made available for 
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the reception of between 400 and 600 paupers, and I think might he obtained at Ballma Union, 
a low rent. Erris district. 

I submitted a plan of this house to the Boai'd of Guardians, with an estimate 
for putting it in repair, but they seemed to consider it more advisable to provide 
additional accommodation at Balliiia for the reception of the Erris paupers. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians: — 
November 23, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to state that they have received a report from 
Mr. R. Hamilton, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, stating that there is a house 
in Binghanistown well adapted for the purpose of a workhouse, which, by a 
small outlay, could be made available for the reception of between 400 and 
500 persons, and which could probably be obtained at a low reut. 

The Commissioners request that the Guardians will take into their con- 
sideration the propriety of taking the house to which Mr. Hamilton refers, in 
accordance with the suggestion which he has already made to them. 

The Commissioners are desirous, at the same time, of pointing out to the 
Guardians, that the distance from Erris to Ballina makes it unadvisable to 
depend solely upon workhouse accommodation at Ballina, for workhouse relief 
of tire destitute poor persons in Erris ; and it appears to the Commissionei’s that 
the suggestion of taldug a house in Erris, to be used as an addition to the work- 
house, should receive the immediate and special attention of the Guardians. 



Mr. R. Hamilton, Temporary Inspector at Belmullet, to the Poor Law- 
Commissioners : — November 22, 1847. 

During the past week I brought all applications for relief in this district 
before the Committee of Guardians, and reported to the Board on each case, 
distino-uishiug those classes named in the 1st section of the Act 10 Viet., cap. 31 ; 
aud the Guardians at their meeting on Friday last passed a resolution autho- 
vizin"- out-door relief in Erris to those classes. They likewise stated that by 
next Friday they would be iirepared to receive a number of the able-bodied 
applicants on the relieving oflfi.cei*s’ books. This will afford relief to about 800 
pauf)ers, and for the preseut will check urgent distress. 

I brought the subject of taking a house in Erris, for the reception of paupers, 
under the notice of the Board ; but they seemed to be of opimon that if they 
would have to pay for it, they should prefer taking additional accommodation 
in BalUna; and on this point I think they are right, because I do not consider 
tlie Guardians for these two electoral divisions would undertake the manage- 
ment of an establishment in their district ; so that unless some pemou in whom 
the greatest confidence could be placed was appomted to superintend it, 1 am 
much afraid it would not be managed in such a manner as wo^d meet the 
apiirobation of the Commissioners ; however, shoifid it be fo^nd reqmate to 
provide in-door accommodation for paupers in Erris, I shall do all m my 
power to see the establishment properly conducted. 

I have not heard of any deaths from starvation; but I have no doubt many 
will talve place before long, and it will not be within the power of the Boor 
Law to prevent it, as some of the most distressed in this district are precluded, 
by law from obtaining relief, owing to their being in the occupation of more than 
a quarter of an acre of land, and they seem deteiinmed, if possible, to hold on 
hvtlieiv spot of land, in the vain hope that Government iviU l^oth feed them and 
crop thei? farm. I was told by a most respectable person, that there are mmy 
farmers in this barony. %vho bad plenty of seed last year, but did not sow a 
single field, in the hope some person would do it for them ; and ^ ® ^ 

the same want of energy appears to exist among all classes at this moment 
Wore, I certainly think they must be allowed to feel the degraded state 
they have redneed themselves to hy their o-wn apathy. 

Fever has made its appearance in this town again ; and I reget to say my 
seiwant, whom I brought down with me, is very ill with it, I found the 
greatest difficulty in getting any person to ^ow him to remain m their house, 
and the nearest fever hosiiital to this is in Ballina. 
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The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. R. Hamilton, Inspector at Belmullet: — 
Noveinher 24, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had under their consideration your report of the 22nd instant 
relating to the district of Erris, in the Ballina Union ; and with reference to the 
wisli of the Board of Guardians (to which you advert) to provide additional 
w’orkhouse accommodation at Ballina for applicants for relief from Erris in 
preference to providing accommodation in that district, I am directed to state 
that the Commissionei-s consider that temporary workhouse accommodation in 
Erris managed hy proper officers, and more particulaidy while a Temporary 
Poor Law Inspector is at Belmullet, nmuld he advantageous to the rate-payers 
as well as to the really destitute poor. It is apprehended that during the 
winter the long journey to Ballina might in some cases be attended with great 
hardship ; and should it not be possible on any occasion to provide for the 
applicants by admitting them to the workhouse at Ballina, much suffering or 
difficulty would follow. 

With respect to the management of such an establishment, the Commissioners 
are of opinion that competent and trustworthy pci-sons should be appointed as 
master and matron, and that, if necessary, a schoolmaster and schoolmistress 
should be appointed. 

As regards the hoiie which you state to be entertained by many of the poorer 
farmers that Government will advance funds for the support of the inhabitants, 
and for the cultivation of their farms, I am to state that care should be taken, 
as much as possible, to disabuse these poor people of such an impression. The 
Commissioners at the same time request that you will make sncli requisite 
inquiries as may enable yon to state, of your owii knowledge, that there are 
many farmers whose holdings are of an extent to require hired labourers (which 
you can learn from the rate-books of the divisions), and that such farmers, or 
any considerable number of them, are believed, on reasonable grounds, to possess 
means of giving employment necessary for the proper use of the lands occupied. 

The Commissioners will communicate with the Central Board of Health 
with respect to the prevalence of fever in the district. 



Lieutenant Hamilton, Temporary Inspector of Ballina Union, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners: — November 22, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, this day, of your 
letter of the 20th instant, in which you request me to furnish a specific 
report on the state of the population in my district of this Union. 1 beg to 
acquaint you, for the Commissioners’ information, that I hope to be able, before 
mauy days, to complete a tour of my district, which comprises nearly 340,000 
acres. 1 liave hitherto chiefly directed my attention to the state of the work- 
house, with a view of endeavouring to provide accommodation in it for all 
applicants, being convinced by experience, that the workhouse test is the only 
index of actual destitution. 

I have carefully avoided either doing or sayiug anything, that might en- 
comage the supposition that the British Association will assist the Guardians 
mider any circumstances j because I am satisfied, that all local exertion would 
become paralysed. I have, therefore, as far as time would admit, made my own 
observations and judged for myself as to the general appearance of the people ; 
the state of the haggards, &c. I have been agreeably surprised, in both respects. 
At the same time, some of the small holdern of land, (whose land was either 
uncropped or badly cultivated,) persons resident in towns and villages, squatters, 
and hnbitual beggars, are in a very deplorable state. They generally refuse 
to go to the woidchous^ allow their children to starve, or bring them, to the 
workhouse when their cases are hopeless. 

I am of opmion, that, at present> such cases are the exceptions, and that they 
are not suffiei^tly numerous as to be beyond relief, or to cause any alarm to 
the Guardians, provided that the latter will cordially co-operate with the Com- 
missioners in carrying out the suggestions contained in their letter of the 26th 
of August last. 

The greatest difficulty, I apprehend, will be to provide for the number of 
able-bodied persons who are in a state of destitution in the district of Erris. 
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]May I beg, that you -u-ill favour me with the Commissioners’ immediate in- Ballina TJoioa. 

structions on this subject. There are 1135 paupers iu the house, this day, and 

q^plications have been made to the relieving officers in Erris, by nearly 400 

pei-sons seeking admission. I tliink, tlmt if the Guardians had been earlier 

prepared with bedding and clothing, no evil results would have been caused by 

the admission of 1200, or even more into tlie house ; but, at present, there is a 

gi’eat scarcity of clothing. 

I Iiave been much struck until the numlier of unroofed cabins ; and, in some 
electoral divisions, with the great quantity of land which was uncropped last 
year. There has evidently been a great decrease in the population. 

Very little progress, has, as yet, been made in preparing for next year’s crops. 

I am informed, that operations are rarely commenced in this part of the country 
before Christmas. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Lieut. PIamilton : — November 24, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of tlie Poor 
ill Ireland have had before them your report of the 22nd instant relating to the 
Ballina Union; and they have directed me to state, with reference to your inquiry 
as to the course to be pursued with regard to the Erris district, that the Com- 
missioners think it would be most desirable that tlie Guardians should occupy 
as an additional workhouse the building referred to in a report from Mr. R. 
Hamilton, to wffiich their attention was specially drawn by a letter from the 

Commissioners, of yesterday’s date. 

Until this building can be occupied, the Commissioners recommend that as 
much room should be made in the workhouse as possible, by discharging and 
"iving out-door relief to the classes of persons specified in the 1st section of 
file Irish Poor Relief Extension Act, and that out-door relief should be afforded 
to those classes whose cases are recommended by the relieving officers for relief, 
although the applicants have not been previously inmates of the w’orkhouse. 

The Commissioners have directed a copy of a further letter to Mr. Richard P^ge S8. 
Hamilton, of this date, to be forwarded for your information. 



Lieut. PIamilton, Temporary Inspector of Ballina Phiioii, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners : — November 2S, 1847. 

I ATTENDED the usual Weekly meeting of the Board of Guardians of 
this Union yesterday. 

Mr. Bourke, Poor Law' Inspector, and Mr. Richard Hamilton, Temporary 
Poor Law Inspector for the district of Erris, were likewise present. 

The Commissioners will perceive hy the Minutes of Proceedings, that, owmg 
to the increased pressure on the workhouse, it has been found necessary to offer 
out-door relief to persons permanently disabled from labour, and to widows 
with two or more legitimate children. , i ..i • ^ 

The additional workhouse accommodation afforded hy tins step, was very 
trifling; out of a list of 280 qualified persons in the house (who, -^uth few 
exceptions, expressed to me their readiness to accept of the out-door 
only 82 could make up their minds to leave tlie house when it came to the 

^ I will again endeavour at the next meeting of the Board, to have additioiial 
accommodation pro^'ided on the workhouse premise for the school children, 
(there being no house or building of any kind, in this 
for a separate and distinct establishment). I am afraid, 

such provision can he made, the workhouse will be unable to meet the pressure 

“ Va“pes that the eristing dertitation might he met 
the Guardians mth their present powers ; but the CTents of the lart fc 
have conviuced me that it will he necessary to adopt tother prerautoona^ 
measures. I purpose to have the benefit of consulting with Mr. Bourke. ]^or 
Law Inspector, as to the best course to be adopted. I will acquaint you with 
the result. 
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The.PooR Law Commissioners to Lieutenant Hamilton, Inspector; — 
December 2, 1847. 

The Commissioners recommend that an immediate application should 
be made by you to the Board of Guai’diaus to appoint officers for the additional 
workhouse at Binghamstown, and to provide requisites for affording relief in it. 

I am, at the same time, to state that the Commissioners approve of your 
checking the dispensing of relief by the relieving officers. 



Sligo Union. 

Captain Gilbert, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners: — 
November 3, 1847. 

In conformity with your instructions, I have inspected the workhouse of 
this Union, and attended yesterday the meeting of the Board of Guardians, 
having previously given orders to the collectors and relieving officers to attaid 
also. 

The poor-honse I found extremely clean and well regulated, but containing 
more people than it was originally intended to hold. Several paupers went 
out, and a considerable number were admitted. There are now about 50 
paupers more than the complement. 

Orders were given to send out 13 infimi old men and ISO widows and 
children to receive out-door relief, in order to make room for able-bodied men 
who have made applications to be admitted. 

TJiere is a large building, an old charter-house, which , has for some months 
been occupied as a temporary fever hospital. It was proposed yesterday that 
the patients, being now few in number, should be removed to the county hos- 
pital, and the house made available for as many oiphan cliildreii as it would 
contain. There are at present 360 in the poor-house, and the charter-house 
will hold about one-half. It is about half a mile from the poor-house, sur- 
rounded by a good wall ; and if sheds were erected in the yard, or an addition 
made to the house, the whole of the orphans could he removed to make room 
for able-bodied paupers. 

There are between 40o and 500 children, besides the orphans, in the poor- 
house; and I strongly recommend that some temporary buildings or sheds 
should be erected within the walls of the poor-house to contain the whole of 
the children. 

The present heavy debt, being nearly 10,000Z., almost precludes the possi- 
bility of erecting any new buildings without the co-opei-ation and entire assist- 
ance of the Commissioner. 

With regard to the collecting of the rates, I found them progressing in some 
districts, and in others not at all. The collectors themselves seem, for the most 
part, a bad class of persons for that duty, and will require constant attention, 
and some, I make no doubt, immediate dismissal. 

There have been lodged within the last week, in the treasurer’s hands, only 
650^. I have threatened iffie collectors with dismissal, unless they show more 
activity and willingness to perform their duty. 

I trust you will take into your consideration the very great advantages tliat 
would he derived if the poor-house could he in any way enlarged for the 
accommodation of the children ; by which means, I think, at least for the pre- 
sent, much out-door relief will not be required. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Captain Gilbert: — November 5, 1847- 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had before them your report of the 3rd instant, of yoiu’ inspec- 
tion of the workhouse of the Sligo Union. 

With reference to that part of your report which relates to the crowded 
state of the workhouse, I am directed to state, that the Commissioners recom- 
mend that additional accommodation should be provided, but they are unable 
to assist the Guardians in obtaining a loan for the purpose; and l am to refer 
you to the Commissioners’ circular of the 26th August with respect to loans 
for additional buildings. A copy of the circular is herewith enclosed. 
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Captain Gilbert to the Poor Law Commissioners : — Novejnher 10, 1847. 

I ATTENDED yesterday the meeting of the Board of Guardians at the 
poor-house. 

From the number of applicants to he admitted into tlie poor-house, distress 
must be rapidly increasing; nearly 100 paupers were refused admittance for 
■want of room. I have strongly urged on the Guardians the absolute necessity 
of erecting temporary sheds immediately for the male and female children by 
day *, also sheds as temporary day-rooms for the men and -women ; by which 
means these four apartments might be converted into dormitories ; a nui'scry is 
also very much required, and must, if possible, be erected. 

About four months since, the sum of 400/. was granted for erecting a shed as 
a temporai-y fever hospital. This money has never been received ; it is very 
desirable that it should be forwarded without delay ; the contractor has made 
several applications for the amount of his bill, amounting to 115/.; the remain- 
ing So/, -would build another shed, and I have no doubt, if the contractor were 
paid the sum due to him, that he -B'ould he induced to build two more slieds 
immediately, and consent to wait till the rates were sufficiently collected before 
he was paid. If these temporary sheds were constructed, they would be suf- 
ficient to diminish considerably the expenses of out-door relief. 

In my last report I stated the intention of the Guardians to remove some of 
the orphan children into the house now occupied as a temporary fever hoqntal, 
but it was strongly objected to by the Board of Health upon -\vhat appear to be 
insufficient grounds. There will be an adjourned meeting this afternoon, when 
the Guardians intend, if possible, to get the objection removed. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Captain Gilbert : — November 13, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, have had before them your report of the lOth instant, relating to the 
state of the Sligo Union, and your attendance at the last meeting of the Board 
of Guardians, and the Commissioners have directed me to state that they fully 
approve of active steps being taken to provide additional accommodation for 
providing in-door relief to destitute poor persons. 

With regard to the loan to the Board of Guardians to which you advert, I 
am to state that payments are made out of loans from the Public Works Loan 
Board, only upon the certificate of the Commissioners’ architect, that a certain 
quantity of work has been done. 

The Commissioners have received the architect’s certificate, recommending 
the payment of the sum of 115/. referred to in your report, and the first halves 
of notes for that amount are forwarded to the contractor to-day. 



Capt. Gilbert, Inspector for Sligo Union, to the Poor Law Commissioners . 

November 16, 1847. 

I attended the meeting of the Board of Guardians this day. An im- 
mense number of persons from all parts of the Union were assembled at the 
poor-house, clamouring for admission. Some of the inmates were discharged, 
and placed on out-door relief, so as to make room for the ahle-b(^ed appli- 
cants, 200 of whom were admitted. The house now contains 150 more than 
its number, and still there are a great many unprovided for. „ , , . 

Provisions have been issued to the relieving officers, and money for lodging 
allowance ; and the most urgent cases of the destitute specified in the first sec- 
tion of the Act, have been ordered to he relieved. • -i, 

I regret to state that the Guardians have not succeeded in overcommg the 
ohiection offered by the Board of Health to obtain the temporary fever hospital 
for the accommodation of the orphan children ; hut it is proposed to the con- 
tractor to build a shed witliin the walls of the poor-house for the u^ of the 
sick. His answer is not yet received. If this amngement can be made, it will 
afford for the present considerable accommodation. „ , , , i j j 

The rates, in most parts of the Union, are collecting ; 864/. have been lodged 
within the last week in the treasurer’s hands. In the electoral divisions of 
Templeheg and Skreen, the magistrates having twice failed to decidejipon cases 



Sli^o Union. 
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of refusal to pay rates, the people then douht the legality of enforcing the col- 
lection, and have (following the magistrates’ example) withstood the payment. 

Mr. Gilfoyle of Templebeg, and Mr. Jones of Skreen, two of these magis- 
trates presiding at the sessions, are themselves rate-payers, and having refused 
to pay their own rates, the Guardians came to a resolution this day, that the 
collectoi's of this district should x>roceed forthwith to distrain for the respective 
amounts due by these persons, and to call upon them for their authority to 
enforce the X)ayment from the other delaulters. 

Cajitain Whelan, stipendiary magistrate, attended and adjourned the sessions, 
for the reasons set forth in the report of the solicitor, which is ordered to be 
forwarded to you. 

My time has been much occupied during this last week in procuring the lists 
of schools, and other information required by the Count de Strzelecki, in order 
to cany out the intentions of the British Relief Association of feeding and 
clothing the destitute children within the Union. 

I have every expectation that this system of relief will commence in Sligo 
next Monday. 



The Poon Law Commissionebs to Capt. Gilbert ; — November 20, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have received your report of the 1 6th instant, relating to the Sligo 
Union ; and they have directed me to state that they approve the course which 
the Board of Guai’dians adopted at their meeting on the 16th instant, with a 
view to making tlie workhouse available for the relief of the able-bodied appli- 
cants for admission. 

In reference to the resolution adopted with a view to have proceedings 
taken in the superior Courts for recovery of rates, the Commissioners have 
addressed a letter to the Board of Guardians, a copy of wliich is annexed hereto 
for your information. 

Ekclosure. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Lublin, 

Sir, November 20, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, have 
had under consideration the resolution in which the Board of Guardians of Sligo Union at a 
meeting on tlie 16th instant, recommending proceedings to he taken in the superior courts for 
rate due by a Mr. Burrows, in consequence of his activity in getting up opposition to payment 
of the poor-rates ; also against various rale-payers in consequence of the difficulty reported by 
Mr. Harloe Phibbs, to be met by him in obt^ning orders against such parties as have been 
■summoned before the magistrates. 

The Commissioners beg to refer the Board of Guardians to the 78th section of the Act 
1 and 2 Vic. cap. 56, and 2nd section of the Act 6 and 7 Vic. cap. 92, by which it will be 
observed that proceedings in the superior courts can only be taken for recovery of rate due by 
immediate lessors for tenements in respect of which they are rated instead of the occupiers. 
It will be also observed that the law likewise enables the Guardians to proceed against such 
lessors if resident in the county in which the Union is situate, either summarily or fifteen days’ 
notice, or by civil bill ; in consequence of the option thus given to the Guardians, it would not 
be safe to proceed in the superior courts against any lessors who can be reached by the sum- 
mary process or by civil bill, as being opposed to a rule of the superior courts, except on very 
special grounds ; and it would in any event be competent to the defendant to pay only the 
costs of the civil bill process. 

The Commissioners will be prepared to authorize proceedings in the superior courts against 
any immediate lessors not resident in the county Sligo, but in some other part of Ireland, and 
who may not pay rates due by him on proper notice. 

The original papers, transmitted with the copy of Mr. Phihb’s report, are now returned. 

I have, &c. 

The Clerk to the Guardians of the W. Stanley, Secretary. 

Sligo Union. 



Captain Gilbert to the Poor Law Commissioners ; — 

November 21, 1847. 

I BEG leave to suggest, for the consideration of the Commissioners, the 
great advantage that would arise, and the very great saving that would neces- 
sarily follow, if two ovens were built in the poor-house, and the bread for the 
use of the paupers made hy some of the inmates of the house. 

There are about 4000/., at pr^ent, owing to the contractor for bread, and in 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




AND STATE OF THE UNIONS, IN IRELAND. 03 

order to get supplied by him, the Guardians are compelled to enter into a 
contract with him at a very extravagant price, not having funds in hands to 
make purchases, or pay ready money. 

It is quite impossible for the Guardians, in the present state of their enormous 
debt, to attempt building the ovens ; hut if the Commissioners would apply to 
the Commissioners of the Board of Public Works, they might, in all prohablity, 
be induced to render their assistance in erecting them, or if an application was 
made by the Commissioners to the Government, an object so very desirable 
might be obtained. 



The Poor La.w Commissioners to Captaui Gilbert, Temporary Inspector : — 
November 23, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowlede the receipt of your letter of tlie 
2lst instant, suggesting the propriety of having two ovens erected in the woi*k- 
house of the Sligo Union, for the purpose of baking the bread required lor the 
inmates, if a loan can be obtained for the puipose ; and in reply I am to state 
that there is not any pulilic fund applicalile to loans for putting up ovens in the 
workliouses ; and the Commissioners having been informed that a very useful 
mode of baking bread has been adopted in the workhouse of the Limerick 
Union, the Poof Law Inspector for the district will be requested to report for 
your information the mode adopted, with the cost of fittings, and the result, 
whether beneficial or otherwise. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Hancock, Inspector : — 
November 23, 1847. 

1 a:h directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to request that you will be so good as to lurnish 
them with a report as to the mode adopted in the workhouse of the Limerick 
Union for baking bread, with the cost of fittings, and the result, Avhether bene- 
ficial or otherwise. 



Captain Gilbert to the Poor Law Commissioners: — November 24, 1847. 

I BEG leave to report for the information of the Commissioners, that I 
attended the meeting of the Guardians at the poor house yesterday, Mp Otway 
was also there. The day previous, 130 old and infirm people, with their 
children, were sent out of the house and idaced on out-door relief, to make 
room for the able-bodied, of wliich class 250 were admitted, the poor-house is 
at this moment containing upwards of 200 more than it ought, or can conve- 
niently accommodate. The house was surrounded by several hundreds anxious 
for relief 5 the able-bodied of whom were admitted, and the remainder were 
ordered out-door relief until Friday, when an adjourned meeting of the 
Guardians wiU be held. Contracts are entered into for the erection of sheds 
for the boys’ and girls’ schools, aud the present school-rooms will be converted 
into dormitories for the able-bodied paupers, as soon as the sheds are com- 
pleted, which will be in about a fortnight. The Charter Hoi^e, which I have 
mentioned to you in my former reports, is at last in possession of the Guar- 
dians, aud is undergoing cleansing and repairs for the accommodation of about 
350 orphan children, and which will he also ready in a fortaight. 

The rate collectors find very great difficulty in collecting tiie rates ; but 1 
am using my utmost endeavours to enforce their collection. The relieving 
officer for the district of Cliffonny and Rossenver has resigned, and notice has 
been given to the Guardians to assemble next Tuesday for the election of 
another. 



Mr. Hancock, Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners: — 
November 30, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
23rd instant, requesting that I would furnish the Co mmis sioners with a report, 
as to the mode adopted in the workhouse of the Limerick Union for baking 
bread, with the cost of fittings, and the result whether beneficial o^o^erwise. 



Sligo UnioD. 
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I have to report that the result has been highly satisfactory and beneficial. 

I annex a report from the clerh, which I have got printed, and^ forward 
a dozen copies, in case any application should be made tor information from 

the Unions. , , . , i t n 

At Rathkoale, the Indian meal is mixed with what is termed whole flour, 
that is, wheat ground and tlie bran not separated. At Tipperary, the mixture 
of Indial meal and whole flour is also practised. At Kilmallock, the Indian 
corn meal is used alone. In these Unions, as at Limerick, the work is per- 
formed by the females generally, from 16 to 20 years of age, with one or two 
steady, elderly women, to teach them the proper mode of making the meal 
into cakes. 

It may be observed, this bread does not come to more than the tormer price 
of potatoes. The usual allowance for dinner, being from 3^ to 4 lbs., if 3i lbs. 
and the potatoes 4cf. per stone, the expense was Ic^., the bread cost less than 
the Id. 

The health of the inmates appears more satisfactory, considering the very 
awful epidemic consequent upon the state in which many of the inmates were 
received into the workhouse. 

Enclosure. 

Mr. O’Connor, Clerk to the Limerick Union, to Mr. Hancock, Poor Law Inspector 
November 'IT, 1847. * 

Indian-Com Meal Bread. 

I HAVE the honour to report the particulare regarding hot plates in tEs workhouse, for 
baking bread. 

Hot plates (made of metal) 18 feet long, 3 feet 2 inches wide, and 1 inch thick, erected in 
Mill-house, to the back of the kitchen Sues, which Sues are found to answer to the kitchen and 
bakehouse. 

Cost of erection, including all expenses, about 21Z. 10s. 

The plates were in use here about 18 months, and required but very little repair j they were 
well set with large fire-blocks. 

The bread is made of Indian-corn meal, by the female paupers, like griddle-cake ; there is 
nothing mixed with the meal, save a little hot water to work it up ; the baking employs 14 
paupers daily. 

The allowance of meal made into bread for dinner is : — 

Men . . . .12 ounces. 

Women . • . 8 ,, 

Children . . . 8 , , including luncheon. 

The bread for men is made into cakes of 24 ozs., of H lb. ; for women and children, into 
cakes of 16 ozs. or 1 Ih. Immediately after the cake is worked up. and before placing it in 
the plate, it is partly cut into two even parts, so that each inmate receives their quantity by 
itself. 

The numbers in the workhouse supplied yesterday for dinner wdth Indian corn meal bread 
were — 

284 Men. 

476 Women. 

680 Children. 



1440 

The Guardians do not allow this bread for the sick, aged, and infirm, or children undet 5 
years. 

The plates are capable of baking for 2000 daily, but, at present, we do not require for more 
than 1440. 

The contract price for Indian-com meal is 9Z. 125. 6/f. per ton, or a small fraction more 
than Irf, per lb. • . . j i lu p 

Twelve ounces of good Indian-com meal properly baked on this plan, will produce 1 lb. of 
bread, at a cost, including fuel and salt, of less tban Id. per lb. 

The contract for bread, at present, is 7d. for the 4 lb. loaf. 



Captain Gilbert to the Poor Law Commissioners : — December 1, 1847. 

I ATTENDED the meeting of the Board of Guardians at the poor-house 
yesterday. 

Accommodation could not be obtained for the large number of able-bodied 
destitute, who claimed admission ; but some (200) were admitted, and as the 
sheds mentioned in my former report, are in progress of erection, I trust that, 
very soon, sufficient room wiR be at the disposal of the Guardians to accommo- 
date all pressing claimants. 
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The rates are collecting more satisfactorily, 800/. having been lodged in the Sligo •Upiog. 
treasurer’s hands last week ; but some of the highest rate-payers refusing to 
pay theirs, and raising legal objections and delays against the collectors, when 
proceeding to distrain for the amount due, cause considerable delay. I intend 
this week devoting my attention, exclusively, to checking the rate-books of 
each collector, visiting his district, and enforcing the collection, as much as 
possible, and expect for the future to be able to make a favourable report on 
this important point. 

I have received the communication of the Commissioners relative to placmg 
the schools of the Coolavin and Kilfree electoral divisions in the Boyle Union Boyle, 
under my superintendence, and will be most happy to render every assistance 
in appropriating the relief of the British Association to that district ; at the 
same time I have to state, that I meet ^-ith great difficulties in the want of 2 eal 
and co-operation on the parts of the resident gentlemen and clergymen, who 
should be foremost in ofiering their assistance for the relief of the destitute. 

In this town, where at the National Schools upwards of 400 of the poorest 
children attend, the priest and teacher refuse to allow them to make use of the 
food cooked and given them gratuitously. 

They refused, in the first instance, on the grounds of not wasting the 
children’s time, wliile at the other poor schools the systeni is entirely carried 
out without injury to tlie studies of the children and to their material benefit. 

When I offered to overcome this difficulty, by feeding the children after school 
hour, or for the last half hour, the clergyman stated, he would not allow his 
school to he turned into a soup-kitchen. . i r. t ^ * 

I have reported the circumstance to the agent of the British Relief Associa- 
tion, and req^uested his iustructions. 



The Poor L.a.w Commissioners to Caiitain Gilbert : — December 4, 1847. 

With regard to the placmg of the schools in the Boyle Union, to wMch Boyle TTcion. 
you refer, under” your superintendence, I am to request that you will consider 
the Commissioners’ communication as an official consent to your extending the 
range of your operations in the way proposed, should you find time ; but you 
should first obtain the special sanction of the British Association, through 
Count Strzelecki. 



Captain Gilbert to the Poor Law Commissioners: — December 8, 1847. 

I BEG to acquaint you, that I attended the meeting of the Board of Sligo Umon. 
Guardians at the poor-house yesterday. . n 

There were upwards of 200 able-bodied admitted. The probationary are mi 
occupied; and imtil the new streets are completed, and the house for the 
orphan children made available, no further accommodation can be^ anorded. 

In some divisions in the Union the able-bodied class are very d^itute, and, 
without relief, cannot subsist much longer. r 

This want of food and employment may account, in some degree, lor the 
increasing disturbance in this hitherto peaceable Union. There axe few 
<»entlemen throughout it who have not received threatening notices ; thMie 
who have distinguished themselves most by benevolence and attention to the 
wants of the poor during the late distress have been particulmly marked out ^ 
Applications must soon be made by the Guardians for (^mmissionere 
permission to issue out-door relief to the able-bodied; and this, I ti^, wui m 
some measure allay the evil and disafi'ected feeling at present prevailing among 

*'’seTm\undred and fifty pounds of tlie poor-rates have teen lodged in the 
Treasurer’s hands during the past week. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Captain Gilbert: — December 9, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for adm^tering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the r^eipt of your 
sk instant, relating to the Sligo Union ; and in reierence to your obsemho^ 
as to the astress existing in the Union, I am to enclose,herewith, for your 
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Sligo Uaion. information, copies of two orders, which have been issued in other Unions, 
— authorising the Guardians to afford out-door relief to classes not sx^ecified in 
the 1st section of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act. 

I am, at the same time, to state, that when the Commissioners shall receive 
a report from you, stating tliat it is expedient to issue an order similar to either 
of those enclosed iu the Sligo Union, they will be prex^ared to do so. 

As regards the collection of the rates, I am to state, that the Commissioners 
are anxious that your continued attention should be directed to that important 
particular, as ti is most desirable, that the collection of the rates now made in 
the Union, still outstanding, should be completed as speedily as possible. 



Ballyshannon 

Union. 



Ballyshannon Union. 

Dr. Barclat Sheil to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Ballyshannon, County Donegal, 
November 4, 1847. 

Persiit me to mention that, from the delay in appointing relieving 
officers in this Union, there has arisen a great increase of misery and suffering. 
Mr. D’Arcy has arrived in tliis town, and will, I suppose, act under your in- 
structions so as to expedite their apx^ointment. 

With respect to the temporary fever hosx)ital, notwithstanding all the 
explicit letters which you have already written, and which the Central Board 
of Health have also wi’itten on the subject, it seems to be the resolution of the 
Board of Guardians not to give one sixxieuce towards it, and they want to esta- 
blish a fever hospital under their o^vii control, and to be attended by the 
j)hysician of the Union ; in shoi*t, they want to establish a question which Par- 
liament has not yet decided, viz., that any fever hosx^ital in the Union shall be 
under the control of the Guardians and the medical attenrlant selected by them- 
selves. They refuse to acknowledge any authority in the Central Board, of 
Health ; and because there is no Finance Committee now in existence here, 
inasmuch as the four or five gentlemen who were members of it reside at some 
miles distant from Ballyshannon, and decline to meet on the tcmporai-y fever 
hospital concern, the Guardians take undue advantage of this, and refuse to give 
one sixxiencefor the siix>port of the hospital. I am not the x^hysiciaii to the fever 
hospital, it being under the management of Dr. Simeon Sheil, who holds the 
Ballyshannon dispensary ; but I wish to jJUt you in possession of the actual cir- 
cumstances, and it will be a very great kindness if you will cause your secretary 
to write a few lines by Friday eve ning ’s post to the Board of Guardians, which 
they may have at their meeting on Saturday, and also desire them to pay the 
needful expenses of the hosx>ital according to the estimate which the l^Hef 
Committee, of which the Rev. Mr. Mac Menamou is treasurer, submitted to 
them. Perhaps you will intimate your wishes to Mr. Otway or to Mr. D Arcy ; 
but unless you do so, tlie Board of Guai’diaiis will put the business aside, merely 
on the quibble that the Finance Committee have not revised the estimate. 



Observations of 8th November of Mr. D’Arcy, Temporary Inspector, on 
Dr. Barclay Sheil’s Letter of the 4th November, 1847 (the paper having 
been referred to him). 

Much difficulty pr^ents itself in regard to the fever hospital. The 
Guardians refuse to sux)ply funds as it is not placed under their control ; and 
it would appear they are justified iu doing so by sec. 5 of Act 9 Vic., c. 6, and 
which is not repealed by any part of the Act 10 Vic., c. 22. There is another 
point upon which I think the Guardians justified in remonstrating, viz., that it 
is, or has been, only an electoral division hospital ; if it were made an Uniem 
hospital, and that attached to the workhouse, cleared of its inmates, it would 
render signal service as affording so much more room and additional workhouse 
accommodation, so necessary as a test for able-bodied. The Guardians state, 
and with truth, that the Union is almost bankrupt, and deprecate any expense 
that can be avoided. They struck cheerfully the rat^, winch appear to he re- 
quired to meet their liabilities and the wants of the Union,' yesterday ; and at 
such a time I think it judicious to avoid any pressure that can be avoided, and 
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TV'hen on the main point, the striking of rates and determination to collect them, Bal^s^nnoo 
they are ready and -willing to do their duty to the utmost, some consideration of - 
their wishes might be attended -u-ith beneficial results and likely to promote a 
cordiality in carrying out the Poor Law Extension Act I would respectfully 
suggest that if it was possilde to meet the views of the Guardians, and at the 
same time preserve the hospital as a Union one, it would be desirable. 

P. S. — The Finance Committee refuse to act in the affair, and this complicates 
it considerably. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. D’Aecy: — Kovemlcr 10, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have had before them your observations on the letter of Dr. J. B. Sheil, 
relative to the refusal of the Ballyshamion Board of Guardians to supply funds 
for the support of the temporary fever hospital, on the ground that it is not 
placed under their control, in which you state that it would appear that they are 
justified in doing so by section 5 of the Act 9 Vic., c. 6, which is not repealed by 
any part of the 10 Vic., c. 22. 

In reference to this point I am directed by the Commissioners to state, that, 
upon a careful examination of the 9 Vic., c. 6, you will find that the 5th section 
relates only to hospitals and dispensaries procured by the Guardians under the 
4th section, and the hospital in question was not procured by the Guardians, 
but was established under the 3rd section of the 10 Vic., c. 22, the 5th section 
of which moreover provides that hospitals or dispensaries procured by the 
Relief Committees, or by any Board of Guardians under the first recited Ac^ 
shall be managed by such Relief Committee. 

The Commissioners desire further to observe, that it is expressly stated in the 
preamble to the 10 Vic., c. 22, that the provisions of the Act on which the 
present Fever Act is founded can be more effectually carried out by the Relief 
Committees than by the Board of Guardians ; and it is to he remarked that the 
elected and ex-ojficio Guardians resident in the electoral divisions concerned are 
members of the Relief Committee. 

The Commissioners enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter which 
they recently received from the Board of Health on the subject, and they 
request that you will, at the next meeting of the Board, endeavour, by every 
means in your power, to have the fever hospital continued, in accordance with 
the provisions of the law. under the management of the Relief Committee. 

The Commissiouers -will address a separate letter to you in regard to the 
appointment of relieving officers. 



Mr. D’Arcy, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor La-w Commissioners. 

JBaU^shannon, November 9, 1847. 

I THINK it necessary to make a special report of the state and condition 
of the workhouse of this Union, for the purpose of having the defective state it 
is in at present remedied. . 

It is evident that it has been very much neglected for a considerable ^nod. 
Its yards are not paved or gravelled, and the sewers leading from it w^out a 
sufficient discharging power : the smell arising from this cause is most 
and distinctly to be perceived through the house itself, so much so, “lat 1, 
yesterday, noticed it to the doctor as calculated to induce disease, it be 
necessary to go to some expense effectually to remedy this defect. ^ the house 
is built on a rock, and it -will be impossible, without blasting, to make a passage 
for the water. At present, the bad water from the shores and w^-bouse at 
the female tide of the workhouse contaminates the tank, and it is rendered 
useless for washing purposes in consequence, and adds to the expense already 
being incurred in tiie purchase of water. ^ i. i -j 

I have directed the master to prepare a report of these fact^ to be Imd next 
Board day before the Guardians; but there is so bad a feelmg existing that 
I fear obtaining any improvement involving the outlay of money. 

I have already set the able paupers to break stones for the purpose of laying 
over the yards, and considerable progress has been made in one yard my 
arrival. I trust also to induce the Guardians to obtain wool or flax to be knit 
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B.llyshamoii by the female paupers, as it is a wretched state of things to see so many idle, 
and some money might he made of their industiy. 

The Guardians, I And, are inclined to oppose the Commissioners as regards 
the number of relieving ofAcers, and also as to raising the salary of the clerk 
and others. However, they have resolved on rates, and seem ready and willing 
to enforce their collection, and I trust by the end of the week, or at farthest 
that of next, to have had paid in all that will be made available of the last 
rate. 

Tlie system of proceeding by summons I do not think a good one, for after a 
conviction is obtained before a magistrate, a sale has to be effected to obtain the 
amount of the decree, which sale should he made in the first instance under 
the law as it stands. I fear it will be necessary to afford some protection to the 
rate-collectors in some of the divisions, as I am informed by one of them that 
he will not undertake the collection of the new rate without it ; and 1 am satis- 
fied tliat if in this and tlie next two months great exertion is not made to get 
the rate paid, much that might now be obtained will be lost to the Union if 
delayed to a late period of the spring. 

Should the Guardians persist in refusing to raise the salaries, what course am 
I to pursue, or will it necessarily involve their dismissal ? 

The order declaring the distnets of the relieving officers should, I think, be 
altered. Thus, as Lough Erne divides Beleek from Ennismaesaint, Churchill, 
and Deveuish, and it is some 16 or 18 miles round the lake, as the disti-icts 
at present stand, it vrould be q^uite impossible one man could do the duty ; 
if it were altered as follows, the divisions I have named lying in juxta-position, 
it would suit better ; and as the Guardians seem to attach some importance to 
the mistake in the arrangement, it might perhaps induce them to comply if 
intimation were given by next Board day that they might be changed thus : — 

Ballyshannon and Ballintra, 

Beleek and Bandoran, 

Kinlough and Glenade, 

Enrusmaesaiut and Bolio, 

Churchill and Devenish. 

The want of credit or funds is at present increasing the expenditure greatly, 
being obliged to pay a third more than they might otherwise obtain pro- 
visions for. 

The Guardians propose to permit the aged and infirm to leave the house, 
and give them an allowance of lOrf. or 1^. a-week, the cost in the house being 
1^. As this will be acted on next Board day, I should previously be 

anxious for the wishes and views of the Commissioners upon the subject. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. D’Arcy: — November 11, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
9th instant, reporting on the condition of the workhouse of Ballyshannon 
Union, and requesting instructions on certain matters connected ■with the 
Union. 

The Commissioners approve oi the steps which you have taken for having 
the paupers employed, and improving the state of the workhouse ; and they 
■will consult their arcliitect on the subject of the drainage when the report 
which you state the master is to present on next Board-day comes before them. 

With reference to your observations, that "some money might be made of 
the industiy of the paupers,” the Commissioners deem it right to point out, 
that although the employment of paupers of all classes in the workhouse is a 
matter of the utmost importance, such employment ought not to be undertaken 
as a source of profit to the Union ; and any manufacture introduced into the 
workhouse for the purpose of employing the inmates should, as far as possible, 
be limited to articles required for use and consumption in the workhouse, and 
should not be carried on for diqiosal by sale in the neighbourhood, lest, by 
such competition, the general market for such articles of manufacture be inter- 
fered ■withj prices lowered, and the wages of some portion of the labouring 
classes depreciated, and individuals thrown out of employment. The Commis- 
sioners will add that there has been considerable experience in England as to 
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the result of attempting to make pauper labour a source of profit to Unions, 
and that such attempts have so often been unsuccessful that it is now a settled 
maxim of Poor Law j)ractice to abstain from repeating them. 

As regards the system of proceeding by summons before the justices to 
enforce the payment of poor rate, I am to state that the collector is not bound 
to adopt that mode of proceeding if it appears more expedient to distrain at 
once under the authority of his own warrant. There are diiferent modes of 
proceeding for the recovery of poor rates; and the most advisable mode of 
proceeding in any particular case must be determined by reference to the cir- 
cumstances of such case. 

As regards the apprehended difficulty in the collection, the collector should 
make a full statement of the case to the magistrates of the district ; and the 
Commissioners have no doubt that every protection that may be needed will 
be afforded. 

With reference to your inq^uiry as to what course you should adopt if the 
Guardians persist in refusing to raise the salaries of their officers in accordance 
with the order of the Commissioners, or whether such refusal will necessarily 
involve their dismissal, I am to state that such refusal does not necessarily 
involve the dissolution of the Board ; but the Commissioners have, after a long 
correqjondence with the Board of Guardians, deemed it right to apply to the 
Court of Queen’s Bench for a mandamus to enforce obedience to their order. 
The Commissioners were most reluctant to take this step, but as the Guardians 
persisted in their refusal to pay what the Commissioners considered very 
moderate salaries for the duties required to be performed, the Commissioners, 
after repeated attempts to convince the Guardians of the justice and propriety 
of increasing the salaries, and of the superior economy, in the long run, of 
allowing adequate salaries, and thus securing the services of efficient officem, 
felt that they had no other course open to them. 

The salary which the Commissioners have fixed for the clerk (who is 
reported both by the inspector and the auditor to he a most efficient officer), is 
hut 40^. a-year, and the Guardians decline to pay more than 25Z. The salaries 
fixed by the Commissionem for the other officers whose salaries are in question 
are as follow, viz., matron, 20Z. ; schoolmaster, 201. ", schoolmistress, \5L; and 
porter, 10/. The salaries proposed by the Guardians for these officers are — 
matron, 15/. ; schoolmaster, 8/. ; schoolmistress, 8/. ; porter, 6/. 

The salaries as fixed by the Commissioners are all below the aver£^e amount 
of such salaries, as paid in other Unions having workhouses of the same size as 
that at Ballyshannon ; and the total annual difference between the salaries, as 
fixed by the Commissioners and as proposed by the Guardians, is only 43/. 

As regards the relieving officers’ districts, you are at liberty to state to the 
Guardians that the Commissioners have no objection to remodel such districts 
according to any reasonable plan that may be proposed to them by the 
Guardians, provided the number of districts is not increased. 

The Commissioner would have preferred that the Guardians would, in the 
first instance, have arranged the districts, and submitted them to the Commis- 
sioners for approval ; but as the Guardians, who at one time refused to appoint 
any relieving officers at all, afterwards determined, and persisted in the deter- 
mination to appoint 10 (a number which the Commissioners, with whom alone 
the legal power to determine the number of relieving officers in an Union rests, 
felt the circumstances of the Union neither warranted nor required), they issued 
the order fixing the number of relieving officers, and defining their districts ; 
that appearing to be the only mode of bringing the question at issue (viz., the 
number of officers to be appointed), to a conclusion. 

The Commissioners entirely approve the proposal to permit the aged and 
infirm to leave the workhouse, and to receive a small weekly allowance (either 
in money or food), as this step will place additional workhouse accommodation 
at the disposal of the Guardians for the relief of the able-bodied ; but you will 
not fail to point out to the Guardians that the adoption of this step renders the 
immediate appointment of relieving officers more essentially necessary than 
ever. 



P 
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Baiiysbaimon Mr. D’Aecy to the PooE Law COMMISSIONERS ‘.—Novemher 11, 1847. 

I FORWARD a letter froni a rate collector to the clerk of this Union 
detailing the opposition he experienced in the collection of rates. 

I purpose attending the petty sessions of Derrygonuelly to-morrow that I 
may ascertain to what length the resistance was actually carried, and also that 
I may impress upon the magistrates the necessity of punishing to the utmost 
this infraction of the law. The letter is one in reply to a circular I caused the 
clerk to write each collector, stating that if he had not the balance of rate paid 
in by the next Board-day, it would involve his dismissal, and that his securities 
should be proceeded against on their bonds. 

I feel that if a determination to enforce the law is not more exhibited, that 
the difficulty of collecting rates, particularly in that part of the Union which 
is in Leitrim, (at all times a disturbed county,) will be greatly increased as the 
■winter advances. 

ENOLOstmE. Mr. James Isabrt, Collector, to Mr. James McGowan, Cierk of Union. 

I BEG leave to inform you that I am diligently employed striving every day to gather 
the remainder of the cess. I have met with opposition, and a forcible rescue at Connanger, 
where the opposing party was armed with a scythe and a grapes, fnmi which I providentially 
escapwl being killed. I have caused summonses to be served for the petty sessions, Derry- 
gonnelly, whfch is to bold on the 12tb instant. This occurrence will retKler it impossible for 
me to attend at Ballyshannon on Saturday the 13th, and, to add to the matter, the weather 
seems to be unfavourable, and the distance too long to travel on foot. 

I humbly hope, that under these circumstances the Board of Guardians will dispense with 
my attendance until Saturday the 20th, on which day I will attend if spared. I hope you will 
send me a few lines, provided you think the Guardians would not indulge me. In the mean 
time I will exert myself to collect as much as I possibly can. 



Mr. D’Arcy to the Poor Latv Commissioners : — No-oember 15, 1847. 

I PEEL much iudehted for the very explanatory reply I have received to 
my letter of the 9th instant. 

I am happy to be able to report some degree of progress, at the last meeting 
of the Board of Guardians. 

At first, there was a very stormy discussion as to the mandamus, and whether 
they should show cause against raising the clerk’s salary, upon the grounds that 
he was content with it, and would not have applied' for an increase, but that 
Mr. Otway desired him to do so ; however, it was at last determined that a 
petition should be presented to Parliament, stating the case, and embodying 
affidavits from ex qfficio members of the Board, to that effect. I think it right 
to mention the course they are about to adopt, and this post I shall commu- 
nicate with Mr. Otway on the subject. 

In regard to relieving officers, I have to a certain degree succeeded in in- 
ducing the Guardians to consent to the appointment of five, in place of ten, 
provided the salaries to the five shall not exceed what they had fixed for the 
ten, as will appear upon the minutes of their proceedings ; and I would most 
respectfully urge on the Commissioners, the wisdom, if it be possible, of 
agreeing with the terms on which they propose to appoint them ; it will make 
but a difference of ten pounds a year, and there is so bad a feeling existing, that 
I have reason to believe they would almost prefer resigning, and having paid 
Guardians appointed. On one occasion, when the mandamus was presented, 
there was a general move, as if to leave the room : in fact. Colonel Conolly 
vacated the chair, and did leave the room before the business was concluded ; 
and Captain Johnson, of Kinlough, sraid he would resign the commission of the 
P^ce sooner than act as an ex officio Guardian. Not-withstanding all this, I 
think, a very little concession would restore harmony, and I have no doubt, 
that matters would, in future, progress better than hitherto. Should the Com- 
missioners be inclined to rely upon my judgment in the matter, I would 
recommend the following salaries should be fixed for tbe relief districts, that 
the Guardians have named as most suitable, viz. ; Ballyshannon 40/., Bun- 
doran 40/., Kinlough 30/., Devenish 30/., Innismacsaint 30/., which would make 
up the sum of 170/. 

Knowing the immense influence the Catholic clergy possess with their flocks, 
and how valuable their co-operation would be, I addressed them the following 
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letter, and I am happy to say, it is likely to produce very valuable results; 

whilst Inspector under the Relief Commissioners, I found their aid of great — ' 

advantage, and I was therefore more anxious, if possible, to obtain it now. 

The Reverend Messrs. Coyle and McMenamin, whom I saw yesterday, both 
stated to me, they had addressed their congregations on the propriety of the 
peaceful payment of their rates, and Kelly, the rate-collector of this division, 
whom I subsei^uently saw, and w'ho had heard Mr. Coyle, said ‘‘ their having 
done so was more valuable than a file of bagonets;” I quote his words ver- 
batim. 

Copy of a Letter addressed to the Catholic Clergy. 

Rev. Sir, Ballyshannon, No'cember 11, 1847. 

ixAKE the liberly of writing to you, on a point of great importance, and one in 
which I am sure you are interested, and which your co-operatiou and advice would materially 
assist in leading to a successful issue. 

The support of the destitute persoas of this country, must, in future, be pi-orided for by 
means of rates, to be levied under the Poor Law, and upon the amount to which they are made 
available will depend the relief of the poor of each Union. 

My view in thus addressing you, is to solicit your aid to that benevolent object by pointing 
out to your congregation, that it is but an act of'chaiity and justice, of those whom Providence 
has phieed in more" coiuibrtable circumstances, to pay this cheerfully for the support of their 
poorer brethren, and that delay or obstruction will produce the deepest misery to them. 

Relying upon your good offices, I have tlie honour to be. Rev, Sir, 

Your very obedient Servant, 

John S. D’Arct, 

Poor Law Inspector. 

I see the greater necessity to use every means to induce a favourable view of 
the law amongst the people, as hitherto they have been used to so low rates. 

Now, in this division, the last rate was sixpence, the new three shillings. 

Friday last, as I reported to the Commissioners I purposed to do, I went to 
Derrygo'nelly, eighteen miles, to attend the petty sessions ; on my arrival I 
found neither the collector nor magistrate arrived. I examined the criminal 
book, and there found the charge exactly as detailed in Fauy’s letter, but to 
my great surprise when the Court assembled, I found that the summons, 
althoiio-h filled, had not been signed ; I remained to get it signed, and the case 
now stends for the 26th instant, when I propose again attending. On Thursday 
next I propose being at Belleck Petty Sessions, to induce the magistrates to 
tyrant assistance to a collector, who has already obtained warrants, but fears to 
proceed to sale under them, having been threatened ; and he is prepared to 
swear, that he believes his life would be in danger, did he proceed to levy 
them without force. 

My own previous observation has confirmed me in the opinion tliat I can in. 
no better way promote the main object for which I have been sent here than 
by attending every sessions at which any rate case may be likely to be before 
the bench, as my presence will be more or less a stimulus to proper exertion, 
both to the collector and magistrates. 

Within the fortnight w^hich has elapsed since my arrival, 106/. has been 
collected, although so much does not appear on the minutes, as a portion of it 
was paid whilst the Board of Guardians was occupied on Saturday, but it will 
appear on the minutes of next day’s proceedings. I prevailed on Captain 
Johnson to propose a resolution last Saturday that the collectors securities 
shall be proceeded against if all be not paid next Friday ; but this I do not 
expect. However, it will have the effect of producing some 60/. more, and I 
then think the wiser course is to proceed with the new rate, as but about 200/. 
of the old rate will be outstanding, and a good deal of it could in no way be 
made available, even did we delay longer. I hope the new rate-books wiU be 
ready for signature next Board-day, as I directed the clerk to employ two 
additional hands ; and in consequence we shall have them complete withm the 
fortnight. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. D’Ahct : — hoveviher li, IbAi. 

I AM directed ty tie Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
15th instant, reporting on the proceedings of the Ballyshannon^ Board ol 
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Baiiyshannon Guardians at their meeting on Saturday last, and I am to convey to you the 
thanks of the Commissioners for the information afforded. 

With reference to your statement, that the Guardians contemplated showing 
cause against the mandamus to enforce obedience to the Commissioners’ order 
raising the clerk’s salary to 40/. per annum, on the ground that the clerk was 
content with his former salary, and would not have applied I'or an increase, 
hut that Mr. Otway desired him to do so, the Commissioners desire me to state 
that they do not doubt that you pointed out to the Guardians that, even admit- 
ting the fact to he as stated, and that the clerk’s application was made on the 
suggestion of Mr. Otway, this would not constitute any sufficient answer to the 
mandamus, the question as to whether the clerk’s application was made on tlie 
suggestion of Mr. Otway or not, being totally irrelevant to the question before 
the Court ; and that, moreover, if Mr. Otway was of opinion that the salary of 
25/. a-year was too low for the laborious duties which the clerk had to per- 
form, and that it ought to be raised, it was his bounden duty to recommend 
the Commissioners to raise it accordingly. 

As regards the salaries to be allowed to the relieving officers, and the 
arrangement of the districts now proposed by the Guardians, the Commissioners 
will give due consideration to your recommeudations, and will communicate 
their decision with as little delay as possible after consulting Mr. Otway on 
the subject; but with reference to your statement that the Guardians would 
prefer resigning, and having paid officers appointed, the Commissioners deem 
it proper to observe that it is not competent to the Guardians of their own 
motion to divest themselves of the responsibilities and duties devolved upon 
them by the Legislature in regard to the relief of the destitute poor. 

The Commissioners fully concur witli you in the necessity of adopting every 
legitimate means to induce a favourable view of the law among the people, 
and to ensure the prompt and effective collection of the rates, and they see no 
objection to the circular which you have, with this view, addressed to the 
Catholic clergy of the Union ; but still, as inconvenience has been sometimes 
found to arise by the issue of general circulars without the previous knowledge 
of the Commissioners, they think that it will, on the whole, be most satisfac- 
tory if you will be good enough in future, before adopting any step of this kind, 
to submit the proposed circular to the Commissioners for their approval. 



Mr. D’Akcv, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 
November 21, 1847. 

I HAVE considered I should materially aid the collection of rates by 
attending petty sessions, at which cases involving their collection may be before 
magistrates ; be so good as to inform me whether I shall continue to do so. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. D’Arcy, Inspector:— 23, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
21st instant, relative to the collection of rate in Ballyshaiinon Union; and in 
reference thereto, I am to state that the Commissioners fully approve of your 
attending at petty sessions to support the collectors, whenever you deem it ex- 
pedient to do so. 



Mr. D’Arcy, Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners: — November 22, 1847. 

^ HAVE the honour to report what occurred at the meeting of the Board 
of Guardians of this Union, which took place on Saturday the 20th instant. 

I had hoped that the rate books should have been signed that day, but some 
of the arrears not having been taken in, they will not be complete for signature 
till next Board day. 

The collectors were in attendance, and three of them showed great reluctance 
to undertake the new collection, stating they had been warned by their friends 
not to attempt it, for that lives would be lost in the collection ; and to 
impress the Guardians with the disturbed state the country was in, instanced 
the murder of Mr. Hassard, a crime hitherto unknowm in Fermanagh. All the 
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collectors, witliout exception, stated that if the assistance of police tras not 
afforded them in the wild districts, and where violence might be apprehended, _H ' 
they would under no circumstances be concerned in it. 

There is a feeling of general insecurity abroad, some of the ex-<>jfficio Guar- 
dians left the Board-room early, not wishing to be out after dark ; Captain 
Johnston mentioned a report that he was shot had been very general in Sligo ; 
and that it was ominous, as there were frequent instances where murders liave 
been committed of such rumours preceding them ; Mr. Dickson stated to me 
that as he drove into the town, one man remarked to another, alluding to him, 

“ that is the man who is not afraid to drive alone,” which showed that the minds 
of the people were occupied with such subjects; and he warned me not to be 
out late, as the people were already aware that I was urging the collection of 
the rate. 

I state these circumstances, not that I personally have the slightest fear, and 
am ready, if directed to do so, to accompany the collectors in the performance 
of their duty ; but I do so for the purpose of impressing on the Commissioners 
the necessity in the commencement of the collection of the new rate, that an 
order should be issued to the magistrates, where collectors have reason to 
apprehend the slightest violence, to direct police to accompany them. The 
success, or the contrary, the first week will determine whether or not rates 
shall be made available. If the people see a demonstration of force they will 
sti’ike at once, and pay, as far as they are able ; but on the contrary, should a 
collector and his assistant be foiled in the first attempt, it will embolden them, 
and a general resistance will be the consequence. 

I do not put these views lightly or inconsiderately forward. I have a perfect 
and intimate knowledge of the peasantry and their habits ; I am convinced of 
the sound policy of the course I take the liberty of bringing before the notice 
of your Board ; there is no populace more easily excited by the most remote 
possibility of being able successfully to resist the law, and none more easily 
held in check, if a determination to enforce it with a strong hand is 
exhibited. 

Tlie Guardians in some cases spoke of reducing the amount of poundage on 
the collection of the next rate, as it would be so much larger than the last, and 
in others expected it would be done for the same sum, viz., sixpence in the 
pound ; my opinion is, in no case should less than a shilling in the pound be 
offered ; if the contraiy course is pursued, we shall be sure to lose the services 
of the present collectors, and at such a period, when more than ordinary 
difficulty is to be apprehended, this would be most injurious, as no man 
unacquainted with the rate-payers and divisions could possibly be as effective 
as they would. 

I produced the estimates for support of the Temporary Fever Hospital, and 
the Guardians only wait a reply whether the Union at large is liable for its 
support to supply funds. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. D’Arcy: — November 25, 1S47. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
22nd instant, reporting theproceedings of the Ballyshannon Board of Guardians 
at their meeting on the 20th instant 

In reference to your observations as to the attempted intimidation of the 
collectors, and your suggestions that an order should be issued to the magis- 
trates, where collectors have reason to apprehend violence, to direct police to 
accompany them, I am to state that the proper course for collectors to pursue 
if they have valid reasons for apprehending personal violence in the discharge 
of their duty, is to swear informations to that effect before a magistrate. Thus 
is the course usually adopted through Ireland, and it has generally been found 
effectual. If any magistrate does not grant efficient support to the collectors, 
this would be a ground for special complaint to his Excellency ; hut the Com- 
missioners could not, with propriety, request his Excellency to order the 
magistrates to do what it is their boimden duty to do without any such order. 
The Commissioners deem it desirable that you should urge each collector who 
you have reason to believe would be justified in doing so, to swear an infor- 
mation accordingly ; and then, if any magistrate refuses him assistance, the 
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question of making any special communication to his Excellency would come 

at once under consideration. 

The Commissioners concur in your views, that the collectors poundage 
should not be reduced ; but they are not aware that the Guardians have passed 
any resolution on the subject. 

The Commissioners will communicate with the Guardians in reply to their 
resolutions as to the support of the Temporary Fever Flospital. 

The expense of the Temporary Fever Hospital should be charged to the 
Union at large. 



Donegal Union. 

Captain Ommanney, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Donegal, November 6, 1847. 

I ARRIVED in this Union on the 3rd instant. The following morning 
I inspected the workhouse ; I was satisfied with the good order of the esta- 
blishment, and surprised to find not more than 191 inmates. I proceeded to 
Letterkenny for the purpose of conferring with Mr. Otway, Assistant Poor 
Law Commissioner, previous to the meeting of the Board of Guardians ; as he 
did not visit that place, I returned here again yesterday evening. 

I attended the Board of Guardians this day, when I communicated the 
nature of my appointment; and I am happy to state they manifested a readi- 
ness to co-operate in carrying into effect the instructions of the Commissioners. 

With reference to the collection of the rates, considerable progress is making. 
On the 29th ultimo there were 283^. in the hands of the treasurer. Since then 
about 2001 has been collected ; and legal proceedings were directed to be 
instituted immediately against the wealthiest defaulter, and notice given to the 
five highest rate-payers amon^ the defaulters in each electoral division, that, in 
case their rates are not paid by the 13th instant, legal steps will be taken to 
enforce them. 

The outstanding debts of the wmrkhouse amount to upwards of 800^. 

Relieving officers have not yet entered upon their duties, the Guardians 
objecting to be at the expense of their salaries mitil the number of inmates in 
the workhouse increases. 



Captain Ommanney, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners: — 
November 13, 1847. 

I HAVE to communicate, for the information of the Commissioners, that 
I have this week been using my exertions towards seeing their regulations 
placed upon a proper footing, particularly with regard to the internal condition 
of the state and discipline of the workhouse, and urging the collectors to per- 
form their duties. 

With reference to the collectors, it is very necessary that compulsory mea- 
sures should be resorted to with them, as the Guardians have not urged them 
to a strict discharge of their duties ; they are disposed to take their leisure ; 
they were all summoned to attend early this morning for the purpose of 
examining their books, but only two thought proper to attend ; had the notice 
been strictly legal, I would have caused the absent ones to be fined ; in future 
they are ordered to attend at the Board-room on each Friday to report their 
proceedings. 

The 1st January has been fixed for closing the collectors’ books. 

There are still many destitute persons in the Union, but they retain a pre- 
judice against entering the workhouse ; as also people suffering from fever 
decline being taken to the fever-shed, 

The numbers in the workhouse being only 200, the relieving officers are not 
yet permitted to enter upon their duties. 

I have induced the Visiting Committee to resume their duties, which is essenr 
tial for the internal economy of the workhouse. 
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Milford Union. 

Mr. Horsley, Temporary Inspector, totlie Poor Law Commissioners: — 
November 16, 1847. 

I ATTENDED the meeting of the Milford Board of Guardians yesterday ; 
it was but thinly attended, only three Guardians being present. The rate- 
collectors were in attendance and exhibited their books, from which it appeared 
the arrears at present owing amount to 1 13/^ an inconsiderable sum, when the 
heavy rates which had been struck over the Union and the severe pressure of 
the times are taken into account. 

New rate and collectors’ books have been prepared and a fresh rate declared, 
which, if collected, would realize a sum of 3177/. The poundage on the 
several electoral divisions varies from Is. to 3.v. 

From all I can learn, a good feeling prevails among the rate-payers generally, 
and they have every disposition to pay to the utmost of their ability the new 
rates imposed upon them. 

The nothern portion of the Union (comprising five electoral divisions) is a 
wretchedly poor and populous district, and the amount which the rate-payers 
therein will be in a condition to pay wdll, I fear, lie altogether insufficient to 
meet the requirements of the impending destitution. Some extraneous assistance 
will, therefore, have to be afforded to the district. 

Mr. Otway, Poor Law Inspector, attended at Milford wmrkhouse yesterday, 
and gave me the benefit of his valuable advice and experience. He pointed out 
to me the matters which he thought should engage my first and best attention, 
in commencing my duties as Temporary Inspector of the Union. 

There has lately been a change among the officers of the workhouse, and the 
new clerk and master are only beginning to learn how to discharge correctly 
the duties attaching to their respective offices. 



Mr. Horsley, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 
Nove77iber 22, 1847. 

I ATTENDED the meeting of the Board of Guardians this day ; eight 
Guardians were present. . 

On Thursday last I inspected the house, and regret to say, I foundit ni avery 
slovenly condition. There was a most offensive smell in every part of it, dor- 
mitories and day rooms, especially in the dormitories. The floors were not 
properly cleansed, and it \vas but too apparent that the necessities of nature 
were performed without due regard beiiig had to decency and cleanliness. The 
straw in the beds (furnished by contract) appeared to be old and musty. _ Ven- 
tilation seemed to be imperfect. Much might be effected by keeping the windows 
of the dormitories open throughout the day-time. 

The house, moreover, is badly found in clothing and all requisite utensils. 
Judging from the general state of the house, it would appear that the Visiting 
Committee have hitherto neglected their peculiar province. 

I brought all these matters under the notice of the Board, and shouted them 
how neeessary it was to enforce on the inmates the observance of cleanliness 
and decency, both as regarded their health and morals ; and I also impressed 
on the master the necessity of his estabtishing his authority at the outset, and 
tliat although it was his duty to be kind and humane in his treatment of tlie 
paupers, it was also his duty to act with firmness and decision in all mattei-s 

affecting the order and discipline of the house. 

I shall endeavour, with the assistance of the Board, (which I am sure will 
be cheerfully given,) to bring the house into a better state than it is in at 

^^With the admissions to-day, the house now contains within six of the number 
of inmates for which it was originally constructed; and out-door rebel will, m 
all probability, have to be provided for on next Board day. The relieving 

officers are in possession of their books. ^ 

The cottier class are in a miserable condition. There is litue or no employ- 
ment for them, and for the last few weeks they have been subsisting almost 
entirelv on the turnips raised in their small gardens. This low and watery diet 
is, in fact, telling on their health and strength. Fever and dysentery are rife 
among them. 



Milford Union. 



Out-door relief 
likely to be required 
immediately. 
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The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Horsley, Inspector : — 
T^ovember 27, 1847- 

The Commissioners much regret to learn that Milford workhouse is in 
such an unsatisfactory state as you describe. This, however, is perhaps partly 
owing to nearly all the officers of the workhouse being recently changed. 

In reference to the want of clothing in the workhouse, the Commissioners 
enclose herewith a circular letter, which they sent to the Guardians on the 
11th ultimo, and they request you to call the especial attention of the Guardians 
to their omission to act on the recommendation of the Commissioners. 



Lowtherstown Union : — Dissolution of the Board of Guardians. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir Denis Le Marchant: — 
November 1, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to transmit, for the information of Secretaiy Sir 
George Grey, a copy of the correspondence bet\veen the Commissioners and 
the Lowtherstown Board of Guardians, which terminated in the dissolution of 
the Board by the Commissioners, and in the appointment of paid officers under 
the 18th section of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act. The Commissioners 
likewise transmit a copy of a protest against the dissolution, signed by indivi- 
duals who had been previously Guardians of the Union. 

The Commissioners deem it unnecessary to advert to that protest, as far as 
it relates to the dissolution of the Board of Guardians, because, although it 
contains strong expressions of feeling, it leaves the reasonings wholly untouched, 
by which the Commissioners pointed out to the Guardians that they had been 
guilty of a breach of faith. 

With regard to two other points alluded in the protest, although they are 
altogether irrelevant to the grounds on which the Board of Guardians was 
dissolved, the Commissioners desire to make the following observations : — 

1st. In reference to the raising the chaplains’ salaries, the Commissioners 
Imve to state, that the fixing their amount is exclusively witliiii the province of 
the Commissioners. The amount of increase was merely from 25/. to 30/. 
a-year , and appeared to the Commissioners to be proper in itself, and equitable 
lu reference to the salaries in other Unions. The Commissioners were much 
surprised that the increase should have been seriously objected to, and much 
more that an attempt should have been made to convert it into a grievance. 

-nd. The master and matron were guilty of gross and culpable neglect of 
duty, as is shown in the accompanying report of Mr. Phelan, the medical 
inspector, imd they were accordingly removed from their office. The Com- 
missioners had previously offered to them the alternative of resignation, of 
which they declined to avail themselves, in consequence, as they have since 
contessed, of the instigation of others, and contrary to their own judgment. 



Ilnclosures. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes 25, 1847. 

Listteks of the_ 16th August, aid of 20th July, with rererence to the rates of the 
UiiiM, lerebolh read by Mr. Otway, Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, who requested that 
he Board would reoonsidy them resolutions of the 14th and 28th ultimo, and to strike the 
rates required bv the Poor Law Commissioners. 

.4fter some ihscussion the following resolution was put and carried unanimonsly : — 

A consideration the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners 

or the 16th August, we beg to state, that we are still of opinion that the general rate of \0d. 
n ^ e poun . ^ resolved on by us, is the highest sum necessary and advisable to strike, 
eing, rs , easier to raise; secondly, being, in our opinion, more than sufficient to meet the 
expenses of the house, a^d any out-door relief likely to be given within the next six months. 
'/^P^sent number m the home being 268, the out-door relief being almost entirely stopped, 
mat with regard to the Commissioners’ letter relative to the resolutions passed by Vs, as 
security for advances made under the temporary Relief Act, we con.sider those resolutions still 
V ourselves bound to collect those sums of money till such 

manv tr,7i or Government, decides what proportion of, and in how 

ny, mstalments they may require such sum of money to be paid in 
ra.s.sed unammously. 
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The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. Lowtherstown 

Union. 

Poor Laio Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir. August Z\ , . 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, to state that they have had under consideration the resolution of the Board 
of Guardians of Lowtherstown Union of the 25th instant, in which they state that they are of 
opinion that the general rate of lOd. iii the pound resolved on by them is the highest sum 
which it is necessary and advisable to strike. 

In reference to that resolution, the Commissioners desire to state that the proposed rate of 
lOri. in the pound appears to the Commissioners insufficient for even the ordinary purposes of 
the workhouse. It may be true that the present number in the workhouse may be only 26S, 
and the out-door relief may almost entirely have ceased; but the Commissioners think that 
the continuance of this state of things cannot be calculated on, and that die least estimate on 
which the Guardians can base their calculation consistently with prudence, ouglit to be founded 
on the assumption that the wliole accommodation which the workhouse affords will be placed 
in requisition during a considerable period, commencing from the termination of han'est. The 
Commissioners think that the omission of the Guardians to act last year on the Commissioners’ 

Circular of the 10th September, 1846, in which the Commissioners urgently advised and called 
upon the Guardians to base their estimates on a somewhat similar assumption, is one of the 
main causes why the finances of so many unions have fallen into a state of embarrassment and 
confusion ; and the Commissioners warn the Lowtherstown Board of Guardians not to make a 
similar mistake at the present time. 

The rate of only lOrf. in the pound is open, however, to the still greater objection, that it 
makes no provision for the repayment of advances under the temporary Relief Act. The Cora- 
missioners have received from the Relief Commissioners the following statement, showing the 
amount in the pound for each division of the sums required by them in repayment of the 
advances made to each division of Lowtherstown Union : — 



Lowtherstown 








j. d. 

1 n 


Caslle Archdall 








1 0 


Clonelly 








0 9 


Dromore 








1 10 


Kesh . 








0 Hi 


Lack . 








i 9 


Moorfield 








1 


Killick 








1 3 


Tubbud 








1 10 



It will he seen that while the poundage varies in each division, it does not in any one exceed 
li. lOd. ; and in one division it is as low as 9d. 

The Commissioners deem it right, therefore, that the Guardians should make provision in 
their next rate for the repayment of the whole of the above sums ; and the Commissioners now 
call upon the Guardians to make such provision accordingly, in addition to a provision for the 
purposes of the ordinary Poor Law, based upon the assumption that the whole accommodation 
which the workhouse affords, will be placed in requisition during a considerable period, com- 
mencing from the termination of the harvest. 

At the same time the Commissioners wish it to be distinctly vinderstood that they do not 
require of the Guardians that their next rate in any division of their Union should exceed 3s. in 
the pound for all purposes ; and that, although the Commissioners require provision to be 
made for the repayment of advances under the Temporary Relief Act, it is intended that 
the produce of the collection should be applied in the first instance to paying the other debts 
of the Union, and defraying the expenses of the ordinary Poor Laws. 

The Commissioners regard it as of the highest importance that the Guardians should keep 
faitli in repaying the advances which have been made to them by Her Majesty’s Government ; 
and if the Guardians do not make provision for such repayment, the Commissioners will deem 
it their duty to exercise their powers under the 18th section of the Irish Poor Relief Extension 
Act. 

I have, &c. 

The Ckrh to the Ouardiam, B. Bakes, / or CTief Ckrh. 

Lowtherstoum Union. 

Resolutions of Guardians of 8th September, 1847. 

Besolved,^ 

That havinv taken into consideration the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners 
of the 31st August,°and, after mature consideration of the subjects referred to, we do not 
consider it advisable to depart from our resolution of the 25th mt., as to the rate to meet the 
common expenses of the Union ; that the proposed rate of lOd. m the pound appears to us, 
from the following calculations, to be sufficient to meet all expenses likely to be meurred for 
the next six months. The expenses for the last half year (when provisions were dear, and the 
house full), including all officers’ salaries, amounted to about 912/ ; 1831/. Os. 1 d„ the amount 
of rate struck at 1 Od. in the pound, together with the balance of the last rate still uncollected 
of 3971/., would therefore leave better than 1200/. at the disposal of the Guardians, after fully 
paying all expenses possible to be incurred in the support of the house for six months. And 
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that with respect to the adrances made under the temporary Relief Act, we consider ourselves 
as equally bomid in good faith to repay those advances, as we consider the Government bound 
not to demand them but in such instalments as would be suited to the condition of the country. 
And we will proceed to strike and raise immediately a sum equivalent to the sixth of the money 
advanced, and to do so half-yearly, until the proportion of the advances demauded by Govern- 
ment be repaid. 

That, bound to the interests of the Union by property, i-esidence in, and long connexion with 
it, the line of conduct to be pursued by us will be guided by what we consider conducive to the 
benefit of the Union, and not by thi'eats and menaces. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Duhlin, 
September 14, 1847. 

I a M directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland to state that they have had under consideration the resolution of the Lowtherstown- 
Board of Guardians of the 8th instant, in which the Guardians decline to make provision in 
their next rate for repayment of the whole of the adi'ances under the Temporary Relief Act, 
and merely offer to strike and levy immediately a rate equivalent to the sixth of the money 
advanced, with a promise to repay the remainder in five yearly instalments. ^ 

The Commissioners deeply regret the course which the Guardians have thought fit to pursue 
on this occasion, as it involves a distinct breach of faith in reference to the conditions on which 
alone the Guardians received pecuniary assistance from Her Majesty’s Government during 
the last five months. ® 



The Guardians would have received no loan fi-om Government unless they had resolved to 
make a rate for repayment, and unless the Inspector had certified that, to the best of his belief 
the Guardians were proceeding with all possible despatch to make and levy such rate. That 
the Guarchans, therefore, having received money on these terms, and having expended it 
should now decline to act in accordance with their solemn moral obligations, and should merely 
offer to pay their debts by six yearly instalments, appears to the Commissioners inconsistent 
with that honesty m pecuniary traosactions whicli ought to he one of the leading priuciplcs both 
or individuals and of public bodies. 

The unreasonableness of the Guardians in the line of conduct which they have adonted is 
aggravated by the consideration that the amount of rate which the Guardians were required to 
make for repavtnent of the advances under the Temporary Relief Act did not in any electoral 
division exceed Is. lOrf. in the pound, and in one division was as low as M. in the pound : and 
if their own estimate of lOrf. in the pound for ordinary expenses was correct, they would not 
have been under the necessity of making a higher rate than 2s. &d. in the pound for all purposes 
in any electoral dmsion, wlule in one division it would have been sufficient for theni to Wve 
made a rate of Is. 7cl. in the pound. 

Under fhese circumstances, the Commissioners feel that they have no other alternative than 
to exercise their powers under the 18th section of the Irish Relief Extension Act, and they 
^ccorffingly herewith transmit an order for the dissolution of the Lowtherstown Board of 



27« Clerk to the Lowtherstown Union, 
Lowtfwrstovm. 



I am, &c. 

A. Moore, aiicf Clerh. 



Eepoei from Mr. Phela:,. Medical tapector, to the Poor Law Commissioners, referred 
to m foregoing Papers. 

Gentlemen, Ballymena, July IM7 . 

T li f reporting on the sanatory state of the Lowtherstown workhouse 

which I carefu ly inspected on the 19th instant, accompanied by the master and bv a Mr 

sS"by 

The house on that day contained 415 paupers; and as it was built to accommodate 400 
very orowded. ’’Bi it w® m°g2ara"Jdei“iXkho^^^^ 

reral“:r.L"tSt f 

The idiot portions contained 18 patients, who were said to have had fever - all were then 

mov£;irnt& 

wretched object I never beheld. He lay on about as much straw as barely covered'^the door 
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tainecl, on putting quesfions to the women in charge of the cell, were then only affected with 
<iiarrlicea, one was in the ariite stage of fever, one affected with dysentery. None of these 
appeared lo be dangerously ill; but a woman jay on the floor, with a little straw under her, as 
-scarcely to cover it, respecting whose case I made inquiry. I then learned that she was drop- 
sical, and further affected with dysentery; on going to examine her, the foetorfrom her person 
was such as almost to compel me to desist. I, however, examined her, and found her nearly 
pulseless. To ascertain the cause of the foetor 1 turned up the bed-clothes, and found the bed 
and hed-clothes, I may say, flooded with the discharges from her bowels. I then sent ft>r the 
matron, exposed the woman so far as to show the condition in wliich she was, and asked her 
and the master how any pauper in their charge could be permitted to lie in that condition. 
The matron endeavoured to excuse herself, but her husband agreed that no excuse could be 
■offered. I told the matron that I purposely sent for her, disgusting as the scene was, that she 
should witness that which, were slie to exercise ordinary supervision, could not occur, and 
which should never take place, and I informed her that it is her duty to see that those in these 
idiot wards are equally taken care of as others, and that she and her husband must be held 
responsible for such very culpable neglect of duty. The master appeared lo be greatly shocked 
at this additional instance of the gross inattention of those placed in charge of the sick, and 
candidly, and I think honestly, declared that he could not, and would not, attempt to del'end 
himself or the matron. 

I pointed out to both that it is their duty to visit all parts of the institution daily, and to 
satisfy themselves, by tbeir own inspection, and not by the reports of others, that the paupers 
are everywhere kept as they should be. It is evident that hitherto this has not been the case 
here, or if it be, that the supervision has been carelessly performed. 

Oil inquiry of the acting medical officer what medical treatment he was adopting for lliis 
wretched patient, I ascertained that for some days there was none, not even any particular 
attention to diet, and no stimulus given, so as to make an effort to relieve her. I advised that 
no time be lost in doing what was necessary for her, small as might be the chance of her 
recovery. I beg to add that, unless as a mere suggestion, I never advise any particular treat- 
ment for the sick. 

In this instance, however, I advised some wine or diluted spirits to be given, with such nu- 
tritious diet as the woman’s case required. A little pauper girl, more kind than the doctor or 
matron, was spoon-feeding her. I think it the best means of exemplifying the want of attention 
to the sick and the helpless in this bouse, and the want of capacity on the part of the acting 
medical officer to discharge the important duties which have been entrusted to him. 

In the inflrm female dormitory, I found a boy affected with general dropsy and greatly 
reduced ; half his body lay on a small quantity of straw, the other half was on the floor. I 
asked Mr. Martin what he was doing for him, when, as he appeared confused, I asked the 
nurse if the boy were latterly getting any medicine. Her reply was in the negative, but Mr. 
Martin said he gave her some powders lately for the patient, which, however, the nui-se denied. 
There beincr no prescription-books, the accuracy of either could not be tested; but I instance 
this second case on die matron’s side of the house as a proof that she has been overlooking her 
duty. This dormitory is one which peculiarly demands her watchfulness. The boy should not 
have been there, hut in the infirmary ; but as she permitted him to remain with a female rela- 
tive, and had daily opportunities of seeing him, it is evident that she was not sufficiently alive 
to the unfortunate state in which I found him, and in which he had been for some time. In 
•going through the several adult male and females, and boys and girls’ dormitories, I found the 
greater number occupied with persons who were sick, and others who were not, and who had not 
recentfy been. In all, 73 were in them, without any attention to classification; even boys of 
13 were in wards where girls slept. All those 73 were on sick diets, many, I suspect, who were 
not ill. Iq one ward a girl, ill of fever, was in bed with several others ; and in another, in 
•which women and girls ^pt, a boy of 1 5 was in bed, whom the master, four days before, desired 
to have removed to the infirmary. The boys were ill of fever. 

Under these circtimstances, and with a medical man evidently incapable of comprehending 
nny suggestioiB I might be disposed to offer, I thought it right to communicate witli the Board 
of Guardians. I annex a copy of my letter, and from the clerk’s to me. 

The amount of serious epidemic disease in this house is not considerable, and there is nothing 
in the site or sewerage to affect the health of the innmtes, or to render its sanitary condition 
bad. Defective superintendence appears to be the chief circun>stance to be complained of. I 
•will do the master the justice to observe of him that be appears anxious to regain character, 
which he dearly saw be had lost by the exposure bef(»e me, but I must look on him, and espe- 
cially on the matron, to have been very ne^igenL 

I am not aware if there be any qualified medical man residing in Low'therstown, who, in Dr. 
Beatty’s absence (who only left the day before my inspection), would take chaise of the house; 
hut I met a Dr. Nagle there, the gentleman that attended the Bantry workhouse after I in- 
spected it. He is now acting under the Board of Health in the Lowtherstown district. Possibly 
his services may be engaged for such time as the restoration of the medical officer’s health may 

require. oiin 

The admissions into the bouse since the 29th of September last, have amounted to 2110; 
the deaths to 432, or 20J per cent. The house diertary is defective, as no supper is given to 
any class, even to boys and girls under nine. The girls’ dietary, as marked, appears pretty 
£iir, hut I am informed that the ordinary drinks of me fever cases is butternulk, on which boil- 
ing water has been poured. 

Until a competent medical officer takes a charge of the sick, I fear that no beneficial change 
ts like to take place. Such a person could at once remedy many of the defects I allude lo. 

Q 2 
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I have made some suggestions as to ventilation and diet, but I have no erpeclation that they 
willyet be carried out. I have, &c. 

Ths Poor Lata Commissionen. Denis Phelan. 

Protest of late Guardians. 

We the members of the late Board of Guardians of tlie Lowtherstown Union, dissolved 
bv YOU in Aercise of the power vested in you by the Act 10 Vic., cap. 31, feel ourselves called 
upon to take notice of the arbitrary proceedings adopted by you towards tins Boai-d. 

First, with respect to the late increase in the Protestant and Homan Catholic chaplains sala- 
ries ■ aAin, in the dismissal of the master of the workhouse ; and, lastly, in tho dissolving of our 
Boal-d in a time of great distress. The Roman Catholic chaplain’s salary was raised by you 
without any reference to the Board as to the necessity of so doing. A resolution was passed 
by us deprecating such a proceeding. In the face of this resolution, you immediately increased 
the Protestant chaplain’s salary. You were communicated with on the last increase ; to that 
communication you did not deign to reply. On a report of one of your Assistant Commis- 
sioners, Dr. Phelan, without any reference to the Board, and without any investigation, you 
dismissed the master. Our Board remonstrated; of such remonstrance you_ took no notice. 
The conduct pursued by you on both these occasions may be legal, but certainly was neither 
courteous nor marked by that deference which, in our opinion, should be paid by Poor Law 
Commissioners to a Board of Guardians composed of the persons most deeply interested in the 
welhbeing of the Union. 

As to the dissolving of our Board, your assistant, Mr. Barron, has explained that you were 
coerced to do so by instructions received from the Lords of the Treasury as to payinent of 
advances under the Temporary Relief Act; but as the letter accompanying the dismissal, we 
must express our unanimous opinion that you have exceeded your duty, by presuming to wiite 
to any Board of Guardians your opinion of what moral obligations, and of what honesty or dis- 
honesty may consist in, and in doing so may have taken advantage of your official position to 
use language to a public Board which, in a private capacity, you dare not use to them as 
private individuals. 

Our Board are willing to leave to public opinion on which side the honesty or dishonesty 
may be — our offering to pay the advances in six half-yearly instalments, or the Government 
demanding it in one. 

Wm. Archdall, Chairman . Christopher Graham. 

Robert Archdall. William Graham. 

Thomas Wm. Irvine, D. V. L. William Irvine. 

James Lendrum, V. L. George Hamilton. 

Henrt D’Arcy. Wm. St. George. 

Gut Bleaklet. John Irvine. 

James Richardson. John Keys. 

Edward Athill. William Gilbert. 

Jason Carson. William D’Arcy. 

Andrew Crawford. Robert Evans. 



I sign the above, but must remark I do not consider we go far enough in expressing our 
opinion of the arbitrary and unjust proceedings of the Commissioners, nor of the impertinent 
and unfounded statements in their letter. 

Wm. D’Arcy. 



Mr. Lucas, Vice-Guardian, to tlie Poor Law Commissioners. 

Loxoiherstown, November 13, 1847- 

In accordance with the instructions contained in your letter of the 
1 1th inst., I beg leave to submit to your consideration the following observations 
relative to the general state of the LoYrtherstown Union, at the period when the 
administration of its affairs first devolved on Mr. Hopper and myself, and also 
on the condition of the Union at the present time. 

The attention of myself and colleague was first directed to the financial con- 
dition of the Union. We found that a debt of about 1200?. had been suffered to 
accumulate, while the necessary efforts had not been made to obtain the sums 
remaining uncollected. For example, the books of the collector who had 
undertaken to collect the first rate, struck 2nd April, 1 845, had not been closed ; 
that, in fact, there remained a balance unaccounted for, and in the payment of 
wMch we deemed it necessary to serve notice on the collector of our intention 
to take legal measures, if after the interval of time named in the notice the 
balance ^ould remain unpaid. This proved effectual, for the collector ulti- 
mately paid to the treasurer the amount of the balance due. 

With respect to the rates struck 3rd February, 1847, and then payable, we 
found that there remained a large arrear uncollected, and notwithstanding that 
directions were given to the collectors to use all possible efforts to collect the 
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amounts due, on]7 a small portion Tras obtained, and in order to avoid delay in 
procuring funds, the remainder was added to the rates last struck, as arrears 
leviable I'rom the respective parties. It further appeared that much delay had 
arisen in the collection of the rates, from the collectors having called at the 
express orders of tire Board of Guardians, on the occupiers of tenements valued 
at and under Al., for payment of the rates, notwithstanding that the immediate 
lessors (the parties primarily liable under the Irish Poor Law Amendment Act), 
were resident within the Union. 

It may be necessary to add that the Union had ceased to possess any credit 
with its treasurer (the Ulster Bank), the cheques drawn by the late Board of 
Guardians having remained uncashed for a considerable time, and it was only 
on representations made by myself that the treasurer was induced to make fur- 
ther advances. 

As to the management of the workhouse, I beg to state that it would appear 
that the Board of Guardians had not exercised any of their functions in that 
respect. It would appear that a Visiting Committee had never been appointed, 
or, if appointed, had never acted, as the Visiting Committee’s Report Book did 
not on our arrival contain a single report of any insjjection having been made. 
The result of this neglect was but too plainly apparent in the dirty condition of 
the house, and the utter squalor and listle^ idleness of the whole of the inmates. 
On making our first inspection of the workhouse our attention was arrested by 
the very attenuated appearance of the inmates, especially the children, whose 
sunken cheeks and lustreless eyes plainly exhibited the exhaustion of the 
system. My colleague having been aware (officially) that fever had been pre- 
valent in Lowtherstown, inquired of the medical officer whether the children 
in the workhouse had become debilitated by that disease, to which he received 
the reply that the children had suffered piincipally from dysentery, the result of 
want, and of improper food ; in explanation he added, that his representations 
as to the necessity of an amended dietary had been disregarded, and the chil- 
dren could not be expected to be in good health unless they had sufficient 
food. 

The schools were no exception to the general inefficiency of the establish- 
ment, only two or three children in either school were able to read words of 
one syllable, which seemed to be the highest amount of knowledge obtained ; 
the larger portion of them barely knew the letters of the alphabet, and not 
one of them could write. The explanation offered by the teachers for this 
want of progress was that the Guardians had never furnished them with the 
necessary hooks. 

In explaining to the teachers that they would be expected to use every effort 
to teach the cliildren to read and write, the schoolmaster said that he would 
try, but “he was no great hand at writing ” on further examination it was 
proved that the schoolmaster possessed neither the kaowledge nor the mere 
physical ability necessary to his efficiency in the office he held. It appeared 
that the schoolmeister’s father had held office in the workhouse and had died 
therein, and the son had been elected by the Guardians from motives of cha- 
rity ; previous to his election he had been a gai’deiier, but in consequence of 
illness he was no longer able to do work as such. 

With regard to the books required by your order to be kept by the work- 
house-master, it was found that neither the clothing-books, the relief-lists, nor 
the inventory-book had been kept, and the register of paupers was incorrect. 
The result of this irregularity w’as that the stores had nearly all disappeared, 
and as no inventory appears to have been taken when the late master entered 
on his duties, it is difficult to say how far he w'as blameable for the deficiencies ; 
he had not been required to enter into any security for the due and faithful 
performance of his duties. I cannot say I had any confidence in him, as I 
found that he had kept several (four or five) of his children in the workhouse 
witli liim, I presume unsanctioned by the Guardians ; however that may be, it 
is next to certain, that illegal expense was thereby incurred by the Union, or in- 
justice done to the inmates of the workhouse, in the malappropriation of their food. 

I have also to remark that after his removal it was discovered that he had 
left behind liim one of his children, who was removed from the workhouse 
only after notice had been sent to Mr. Walsh of our intention to prosecute him 
for the desertion of his child. 

The site of the workliouse, possessing many advantages from its position. 
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remains imcultivated, and has not even been enclosed on its soiitliern boundary, 
notu’ithstaiidiiig that during the last winter and summer there were many able- 
bodied men in the house. 

Such was the state of the Lowtherstown Union on the 20th of September 
last when we first examined into its affairs. 

Our first care was to use all possible expedition in stiikingthe necessary rates 
to pay the heavy debts of the Union, and to provide funds for the administra- 
tion of relief under the Amended Poor Relief Act. 

It is not now necessary that I should recapitulate the rates which we struck 
for the several electoral divisions. It may be enough to state that I have every 
confidence that rates fully sufficient to reimburse the amount advanced by 
Government under the Temporary Relief Act, and for the payment of instal- 
ments due on the loans granted for building the workhouse (none of wliich 
have yet been paid), as well as for the due administration of extended relief to 
the destitute for the next six months at least will be obtained by the amount of 
rate struck and now in process of collection. The collectors are active, inde- 
pendent, intelligent men, and have entered into bonds (No. 2) to collect the 
whole amoimt of rates lawfully recoverable within five months from the date 
of the receipt of their warrants (13 October, 1847). 

The largest rate-payers have been applied to, and have undertaken promptly 
to pay the sums chargeable on them, whether in respect of their own holdings 
or as immediate lessors of tenements rated at and under 4/., and the collectors 
are making satisfactory progress in the collection. 

With regard to the management of the workhouse I regret to have to state 
that the expectations formed of the efficiency of Mr. and Mrs. Tandy, the 
master and matron engaged by us, have not been realized, and that the work- 
house is consequently not in the high state of order and cleanliness I had 
hoped to have left it in ; arrangements have however )Deen made by which it is 
hoped more efficient officers will be obtained. The state of the paupers is 
nevertheless much improved ; they have been employed to the utmost extent 
possible under the circumstances; the clothing of the inmates, and that in 
store has been put in order by the females, and a new road has Iseen made to the 
entrance-hall by the boys and the two or three able-bodied men in tlie house. 

The dietary, still inferior to that allowed in many Unions, has been improved, 
and I beg to add, as a gratifying proof of the necessity of the change, that 
whereas there were in the week 25th September last, 217 i)aupers in the -work- 
house and 34 in the infirmary, there were in the week ended the 6th instant. 
243 paupers in the workhouse, and but 15 in the infirmary ; while the deaths 
have diminished from 10 in the former week to two in the latter. 

The children are quite changed in their appearance. Swings have been 
erected for their amusement, and a schoolmaster has been appointed (the 
foinner inefficient one having resigned), wlio it is to be hoped will mal^e every 
effort to impart the rudiments of education to the boys. The schoolmistress is 
^ intelligent person, and has, at our request, undertaken to superintend the 
.industoial occupation of the elder girls in the house. The schools have been 
placed under the superintendence of the National Board. 

• administration of relief every care was taken to prevent abuse, espe- 

cially that common one of parts only of families being admitted. When appli- 
cation has been made by the wife, she has been invariably refused relief, unless 
she proi^ed to swear an information against her husband for desertion, a 
course which generally has the desired effect of preventing collusion ; and I 
trast m every other respect, whether in the arrangements of the relieving 
omcer s disrticte, the choice of officers, or in the selection of contracts, we have 
^ T faithfully to acquit ourselves of the onerous, but honourable duties 

^ V and I hope that our successors may find themselves 

enabled to realize the anticipations we have formed of being enabled by the 
^ount of rate struck amplyto liquidate the debts due to the Govermuent, and 
to individuals. 
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Garvich-on-Shannon Union. 

Captain Wynne, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners: — 
November ^0, 1847- 

I HAVE the honour to state, for the information of the Commissioners, 
that, previously to recommending their sanction of the appointment of Messrs. 
Lynch and Peyton as collectors of poor rates, I considered it advisable to have 
an interview with those gentlemen, in order that I might clearly point out that 
course which it would be indispensable that they should adopt and pursue if 
they hoped to be continued in office, and to recommend them strongly not to 
proceed further towards perfecting their bonds, unless they were fully deter- 
mined to pursue that course steadily, perseveringly, and uncompromisingly. 

I have accordingly, in presence of the Board of Guardians, stated to them, 
that the rates must be collected on any terms, at any risk, and notwith- 
standing any difficulties or obstacles that may be thrown in the way. That 
they must put in force those powers with which the Act provides them, against 
all defaulters, irrespective of the rank or position of the parties, or of any other 
circumstance whatsoever. That it would be necessary at all times to be able to 
show that each rate-payer’s liability was paid in, or that some one of the 
remedies provided by the Acts was in progress against the defaulter, and that 
no excuse would be received for delays in collecting, Ijeyond what could he 
shown to be unavoidable from the nature of the case. That I should be pre- 
pared at all times to assist them with my advice, in case of difficulties arising, 
and by my personal attendance, whenever and wherever such might be likely to 
facilitate the execution of their duties. 

They have undertaken the office on these conditions, and I have reason to 
think are determined to use their best exertions. I also think them competent, 
and may therefore recommend the sanction of their appointment by the Com- 
missioners. 



Captain Wynne, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Cosimissioners : — 
November 27, 1847. 

This week my time has been entirely occupied between visiting the 
workhouse and such portions of the Union as I was enabled to reach ; in doing 
which I took occasion to call on such persons as I considered possessed local 
influence, explaining to them that the rates were now the sole source to which 
they could look for the relief of the multitudes of destitute, at present crowding 
the roads in every direction, and soliciting their countenance and support on 
behalf of the collectors. 

In most cases I received rather encouraging promises. 

I also availed myself of these opportunities of visiting the several schools 
situated in the localities through which I passed, and of obtaining such informa- 
tion as is required by the British Relief Association, to whom I this day for- 
warded a report. 

With respect to the workhouse, its condition would be highly discreditable 
to the master and the other officers immediately connected wi^ its manage- 
ment, but that almost all the requisites for keeping it in proper order are want- 
ing, and have been frequently applied for to the Guardians in vain. 

It is necessary to have three breakfasts and as many dinners, per day, in 
consequence of there being only one-third of the tins required, even for the com- 
paratively small number at present in the house. 

The urine-tubs are out of order, and ffist going to pieces, and cause great inr 
convenience. 

The rain comes in, in various directions ; and the pipes and cocks are so 
much out of order that the boilers overflow on a wet day, producing great incon- 
venience and disorder. 

In the grounds there is a field for the employment fully aud advan- 
tageously, of such of the paupers as are able to work, for a very long period, 
but no implements. _ 

The master is not, in my opinion, a man of orderly habits, but he seems 
zealous and anxious to improve ; and, certainly, he has not had a fair trial 
heretofore. 

I this day called the attention of the Guardians to the necessity that exists 
for immediately supplying implements for the execution of a w’ork, the further 
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Eeo-lect of which seriously threatens the health of the house. I allude to the 
covering of the graves, which were never sufficiently covered ; the effects being 
already perceptible in consetyuence of the cracking of the ground, and holes 
made by the rats. 

The Guardians plead want of funds ; and such is the state of their credit, 
that the local printer refuses to print the necessary notices if not paid in cash. 

Boohs are also required; more than half the children being obliged to sit 
idle for want of them. 

I tear the new collectors 'ivill meet with considerable difficulty in the dis- 
charge of their duties ; but they appear determined to act firmly and vigorously, 
particularly Mr. Lynch, who has advanced this day 100/., which he is to repay 
himself, and which will enable us to go on for some time. 

I understand the ex-collectors are using their influence to get up a systematic 
opposition ; and one is giving receipts for arrears from an old receipt-book, 
which he retained in his possession at the time of his dismissal. This man’s 
sureties are not to be found. 

We have posted notices that all future receipts will require the initials of the 
clerk ; but if he (the collector) ante-dates, we have no remedy but by a com- 
parison with his arrear sheets, which have been already found to be incorrect. 
I have had the attention of the police directed to this man. 

I anticipate very great pressure on the house the moment it is opened, wliich 
at present it cannot be said to be. In fact, the Poor Laws cannot be said to be 
in operation in this Union. 

There are now wandering about the Union about 1600 persons, most of whom 
have given up their houses and land, and are only waiting for admittance to the 
house, and indeed they appear fit and legitimate objects. The niimljers are 
stated to me much higher ; but in my calculation there arc no able-bodied, or 
any persons on whom the workhouse test would he likely to operate. 

We were enabled to admit a large number to-day, as will appear from the 
Minutes. 

Much inconvenience will arise from want of clothing for the adults. 

In conclusion, I must say the chairman appeared willing to adopt every 
suggestion of mine; nor was there any opposition on the part of the Guardians 
assembled this day. 

Several small bills were paid and credit considerably re-established, and pro- 
vision made for the wants of the ensuing week. 

Tradesmen were also directed to furnish estimates on Saturday next for the 
necessary repairs to be done to the house ; and implements have been ordered 
to employ the paupers to a certain extent. 

On the whole, I feel satisfied with the day’s proceedings. 



Captain Wynne, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 
NoveijAer SO, 1847. 

On my arrival here this day, I found that the arrangements of last 
Saturday had been upset by the resignation of the Messrs. Peyton and Lynch. 

As stated in my report of Saturday, the latter gentleman had advanced lOO/. 
to the Guardians, which enabled them to admit a large number of paupers to 
the workhouse, also to give checks, in liquidation of several small and urgent 
demands, and to provide for the workhouse expenditure for the current and 
ensuing weeks. 

In consequence of the murder of the late Rev. Mr. Lloyd (who was one of 
Mr. Lynch’s sureties), and the general alarm which the event has produced, he 
(Mr. Lynch) determined on declining entering further on the duties of his office, 
and early on Monday drew the money, which the treasurer unfortunately 
refused to enter to the account of the Guardians, it being, at the time of 
Mr. Lynch’s calling on Saturday, past banking hour. 

The consequence was that the Guardians’ checks were dishonoured on 
Monday, when presented for payment. 

This trar^action (I need scarcely add) has placed the workhouse establish- 
ment_ in a position of great difficulty, as on examination this day, I find there 
remains scarcely provision for three days’ consumption in the house, and by this 
last transaction the credit of the Guardians is in a worse position than before. 

With respect to the election of future collector, I think it right to state, that 
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from my own observation, and from the inq^uiries I have been able to make, I 
entertain no liopes of the Guardians being able to find, in the locality, men who 
will undertake the office on the conditions on which alone reasonable liopes of 
success might be entertained. I am still of opinion that the selection of 
Mr. Lynch was a good one, perhaps the best that could be made by the 
Guardians from amongst the candidates, as he possessed many local advantages 
over the others, and would have fewer difficulties to contend with, than perhaps 
any man in the Union ; but the last sad and atrocious murder has completely 
decided him and all others whose lot is permanently cast in this country, and 
on whom vengeance would undoubtedly fall at some future period, if not 
immediately. 

Under these circumstances, I would beg to suggest that four resolute men 
should be sent down from Dublin as collectors, and that I should receive the 
Commission of the Peace for Leitrim and Roscommon, to enable me to afford 
protection to them in vigorously carrying out the law'. 

It need not be expected that the local magistrates, who must continue to 
reside in this country, will act with that vigour which will be essential to 
success. 

The delay wdiich has already occurred from the resignation of the collectors 
has placed the establishment in a position from which I know not how to 
extricate it ; and therefore if the notice required previously to election could 
be dispensed with, little delay need take place, as the books are ready to place 
in the hands of any new ones that may be appointed. 

I have reason to believe that no opposition will be given to the election of 
any persons the Commissioners may send down. 

I am already aware that this proposal is open to the objection that it would 
take a portion of the responsibility off the Guardians, w'hich ought to be 
avoided as long as possible ; but I see no other course which promises suc- 
cess, and I shall become answ erable for the collection of the rates if it be 
adopted. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Captain Wynne : — 

Decemhcr 2, 1347. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had under their consideration your report of the 30th ultimo, 
received to-day, relating to the collection of the rate in the Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union, and in reference thereto, I am directed to state, that the Commissioners 
do not know of four, or any iudividuals, whom they could recommend as rate- 
collectors. The Commissioners recommend the Guardians to give such rate of 
remmieration as would induce competent individuals to offer themselves as 
candidates, say 2a. ^d. in the pound, and the Commissioners will not insist on 
advertisements if the collectors can be otherwise procured. The Conaraissioners 
have reason to know, that when collectors are ai>pointed, care will be taken 
that there shall be a magistrate at Carrick-on-Shaunon. wdio will give all 
necessary support when in the discharge of their duty. 



Captain Wynne to the Poor Law Commissioners : — December 2, 1847- 
Immediately on receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, 1 proceeded to 
have an interview with Messrs. Lynch and Peyton, in order to ascertain whether 
they had declined to enter on their duties (as stated in Mr. Clarke’s letter ot 
the 29th ultimo) conditionally ; the former, unless immediate protection were 
afforded him by the Government ; the latter, if any limit should be placed to 
the time allowed for the collection of the rates ; or whether they had not posi- 
tively resigned, as stated in my letter of yesterday to the Commissioners. 

I find Mr. Lynch has positively declined acting in the present state of the 
country, and has formally resigned, stating as his reason that, from all he has 
been able to learn in reference to his prospects of success, he would not be 
able to collect the rates, and that his personal safety would be seriously 

endangered. . , , . • i 

With respect to Mr. Peyton, he has also resigned, but expre^es anxiety to be 
allow'ed to retain office, but under such a relaxation of the original conations 
on which he accepted it as would render his acceptance far from degrable. 
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Carrlck-on-ShaTi- the first occasion on whicli I met these gentlemen I not only explained 

non Umon. ^ them the course to be pursued in the event of their requiring the protection 
of police and military in the execution of their duties, but I also assured them 
of my readiness to assist them, and even to accompany them on any occasion 
when they had reason to anticipate formidable or serious opposition to the pay- 
ment of the rates. 

The clerk to the Guardians is taking the necessary steps for a new election of 
collectors of poor-rates but I feel quite assured that no local person can be 
found to discharge the duties, efficiently at least, during the continuance of the 
general panic which the assassination of the Rev. Mr. Lloyd has produced 
throughout the Union; this appears to be the general opinion. 



Mohill Union : — State of the Union, and Dissolution of the Board of Guardians. 

MohUi Union. Major Haliday, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 

November 5, 1847 * 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your information, that, in accordance 
with your order appointing me a temporary Poor Law Inspector for the 
Union of Mohill, I attended the regular meeting of the Board of Guardians 
at the workhouse of Mohill yesterday the 4th instant. 

Mr. Flanagan, the ordinary Inspector for the distnet, having been present, 
and having called the attention of the Board to the several instructions and 
orders recently issued with respect to the necessary preparation for out-door 
relief, and to the more effectual examination of the collectors’ accounts and 
rate-books ; I should not have thought it necessary to make any report, had Iris 
engagements permitted Iiim to do so ; as my want of experience, as yet in this 
service, and the short time I have been here, must render my information 
meagre and of little value. But as he is otherwise occupied, and your instruc- 
tions require a report, I shall present in a brief form my impression of the state 
of the Union. 

On Wednesday, the 3rd instant, following my arrival here, I visited and 
examined every part of the Mohill Union workhouse; and, in that visit, 
gathered more information then from the proceedings of the Board which was 
attended by but three of the lective Guardians, and two of the ex officios, (the 
chairman and Mr. Godley,) out of the whole number. 

It appears that the Union is in debt to the amount of 2500/., of which sum 
1200/. is due to the late contractor, who supplied the house with provisions 
during the past 12 months; that he has ceased to supply them, and that their 
credit is so low, that no one will now tender to do so. And, consequently, that 
for the last few weeks the inmates have been subsisted solely by the master, 
who purchases, from time to time, sufficient oatmeal and Indian meal to give 
the paupers daily two meals of porridge, which is the only food used, with the 
exception of a very small quantity of bread allowed for the hospital. 

The latter is nearly full of cases of fever and dysentery, the latter being 
especially prevalent among the children. 

The house is in a very lapidated condition. In the kitchen only one boiler 
is seiwiceable, and all the dormitories, day-rooms, school-rooms, and wards, are 
open to the weather, through a number of large square holes broken through 
Idle walls during the time that the house was ravaged by fever. No provision 
has been made for repairing these or inserting windows, and much of the gln ss 
IS broken. 

The school-rooms ai'e nearly useless, from cold, and from the absolute want 
of ordinary requisites; the schoolmaster has not even ink to write his report 
Tnth, and there is neither paper, pens, nor even printed letters to teach the 
alphabet, the substitute for the latter being one or two sheets torn out of a 
spelling-book ; the children look wretched and unhealthy. 

All the pumps being choked or useless, the paupers are necessarily em- 
ployed, several hours each day, in carrying water from a well in the public 
street near the workhouse, and from this cause, as well as the easy egress per- 
nutted.by the open holes in the room walls, and the lowness of the enclosure 
walls, it is manifestly impossible td maintaiia the proper discipline, — the sepa- 
ration of the sexes, or the confinement required by the rules for the manage- 
ment of workhouses. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




AND STATE OF THE UNIONS, IN IRELAND. 117 

The house may justly he designated as little better than a large shed, and it 
is liable to be absolutely closed any week, upon even a trifling diminution in 
the ammmt of rates now obtained weekly by the collector and paid into the 
treasurer. 

With respect to the rates, I find that there is an arrear of about 1600/. out- 
standmg of the rate struck previous to the last one of 3j. in the pound, which 
has been approved of by the Poor Law Commissioners ; and that of this the 
collector has hitherto been recovering only from 30/. to 40/. weekly, wdiich 
is barely sufficient to defray the current expenses of the house ; that of the 
new rate not a shilling has been yet obtained, nor are the rate-books even made 
up, these last having been delayed by the revision of the valuation of the 
Union, which is now in progress, and will not be completed before the end of 
this month ; that the two newly appointed collectors ha\*e therefore at present 
no power to proceed. 

Two relieving officers have been appointed, but no districts have yet been 
assigned to them, nor do they appear to exercise any functions. 

I cannot report that any effective measures were agreed upon, or even 
proposed by the Board yesterday, either to expedite the collection of the rates, 
or to provide for the contingency of out-door relief, or extend the accommoda- 
tion of the w'orkhouse, or repair the present defects. Indeed, as to all these 
atter points, several of the Guardians expressed their opinion that it was use- 
less to thiuk of them, when they might be shortly unable even to kecj) the 
house open, as it is now ; and out of a crowd of 40 or 50 applicants for admis- 
sion, then at the gate, they merely authorized the master to admit 15 of those 
whose cases appeared most urgent, the rest not being even inquired into. 

Although the admissions thus given increases the inmates to 700 (the number 
for which the workhouse was calculated), yet the greater proportion of these 
being women and children, there still remain in the house, unoccupied, two 
dormitories, which are reserved to meet the application of able-bodied men ; 
but from what I have already observed and heard of the condition of the j)oor, 
and the absence of any apparent prospect of employment being afforded during 
the winter, I am constrained to express my apprehension that there must be, 
ere long, a rush of applicants for relief on any terais, for which the Guardians 
are totally unprepared ; and that far from being able to maintain the shelter of 
the workhouse as a test for the able-bodied, they may be compelled to close it 
against even the classes they are at present imperatively bound to relieve. 

As the Guardians meet but one day in the week, and it is, I understand, often 
very difficult on those days to get together a sufficient number to form a Board, 
I feel at x>resent unable to devise any adequate means of impressing upon 
them the gravity of the present conjimction, and the urgent necessity for imme- 
diate exertion. 

On Wednesday next I shall meet the collector, and examine his books (he 
did not attend at all the last one), as he is at present occupied daily in the 
endeavour to recover the arrears of rate; and I may be enabled by Thursday, 
the Board day, to form a more mature opinion as to the possibility of carrying 
out the requirements of the law and your instructions through the instrumen- 
tality of the present Guardians. 



Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians; — November 10, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to inform the Board of Guardians of Mohill 
Union that the Commissioners have received a report from their inspector. 
Major Haliday, of his attendance at the meeting of the Guardians on the 4th 
instant, and on the state of the workhouse and the Union. 

From Major Haliday’s report it appears that the Union is in debt to the 
amount of 2500/., of which sum 1200/. is due to the late contractor, who supplied 
the house with provision during the past twelve months, but that he has ceased 
to supply them ; and that the credit of the Guardians is now so low, that no 
one will send in a tender to do so, and consequently for the last few weeks the 
inmates have been maintained solely by the master purchasing, from time to 
time, sufficient oatmeal and Indian meal to give the paupers tw'o meals of 
porridge daily, which is the only food used, with the exception of a very small 
quantity of bread allowed for the hospital. 



Mohiil TJBioa. 
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Mohiii Union. Major Haliday further reports that the liospital is uearly full of cases of fevex* 
and dysentery, the latter being especially prevalent among the children. 

It also appears that the \yorldiouse is in a very dilapidated condition ; that in 
the kitchen only one boiler is serviceable, and all the dormitories, day-rooms, 
school-room, and wards are open to the weather, through a number of large 
square holes broken through the walls during the time when fever prevailed in 
tile house, and that no provision has been made for their repair or for inserting 
window's, while much of the glass is broken. It is stated that the school-rooms 
are nearly useless from cold and from the absolute want of ordinary requisites, 
that the schoolmaster has not even ink to write his report with, and there is 
neither pajier, pens, nor even printed letters to teach the alphabet, the substitute 
for the latter being one or two sheets tom out of a spelling-book, and at the 
same time the children look wretched and unhealthy. 

It appears that the pumps being from some cause rendered useless, the paupers 
are necessarily employed several hours eacli day in carrying water from a well 
in the public street near the workhouse ; and that from this cause, as well as 
the easy egress permitted by the open holes in the room walls, and tire lowness 
of the enclosure -walls, it is impossible to maintain the propier discipline, the 
separation of the sexes, or the due observance in other respects of the rules for 
the management of workhouses. 

Major Haliday states that the house may justly be designated as little better 
than a large shed, and it is liable to be absolutely closed any week, upon even 
a trifling diminution in the amount of rate now obtained weekly by the collector 
and paid into the treasurer. 

IVith regard to the rates. Major Haliday reports that there is an arrear of 
about 1600/. outstanding, of the rate struck previously to the last one of three 
shillings in the pound ; and that of this arrear the collector has hitherto been 
recovering only from 30/. to 40/, weekly, which is barely sufficient to defray 
the current expenses of the house, that as regards the new rate, the rate books 
are not yet made up, these last having been delayed by the revision of the valua- 
tion of the Union, which is now in process, and will not according to present 
appearances be completed before the end of this month. 

It also ajjpears that two relieving officers have been appointed, but no dis- 
tricts have yet been assigned to them, nor do they appear to exercise any 
function. The Commissioners do not find that any effective measures were 
agreed upon at the last meeting of the Guardians cither to expedite tlic collec- 
tion of the rates, or to provide for the contingency of out-door relief, or extend 
the accommodation of the workhouse, although Major Holiday rejxorts that 
out of a body of 40 or 50 applicants for admission then at the gate, the Guar- 
dians merely authorized the master to admit 15 of those whose cases appeared 
most urgent, the rest not being even inquired into. 

It seems that although the admission thus given, increased the inmates to 700 
(the number for which the workhouse was originally calculated) yet the greater 
proportion of these being women and children, there still remain in the house, 
unoccupied, two dormitories, which are reserved to meet the applications of 
able-bodied men, but from what he has already observed and heard of the 
condition of the poor, and the absence of any apparent prospect of employment 
l^iug afforded during the winter. Major Haliday expresses his apprehension, 
that there must be ere long a rush ol‘ applicants for relief on any terms, for 
which the Guardians are totally unprepared, and that far from being able to 
maintain the shelter of the workhouse as a test for the able-bodied, they may be 
compelled to close it against even the classes they are at present imperatively 
bound to relieve. 

Under these circumstances the Commissioners feel it necessary to request the 
most serious attention of the Board of Guardians to the state of things existing 
in Mohill Union, and desire to impress on them the importance of remedying 
the defects above represented, and of urging forward the collection of the rates 
by all the means in their power. 

The Commissionei^ request that the Guardians will forthwith require the 
collectors to proceed vigorously in the immediate collection of the outstanding 
arrears of the last rate, and to exercise all the powers -with which they are 
invested for this purpose. 

hooks should also be completed and signed with the least 
possible delay ; and with this view the Commissioners request that the clerk 
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may be directed forth-with to proceed to the preparation and completion of the Mobui^moa. 
rate books for the several divisions in regard to n-hich the revision of the valua- 
tion is completed, and if requisite he should be provided vrith assistance for this 
purpose. It appears from the resolution of the Guardians, on the ai)pointment 
of the revising valuator in June last, that he was bound to complete the revision 
bj"- the 20th September last, and he should be called upon at once to complete 
the revision of those divisions which still remain unfinished, without an)’’ further 
delay that can possibly be avoided, so that the new rate books for the several 
divisions may he pre])ared and signed, and the rate put in course of collection at 
the earliest practicable period. 

With regard to the state of the w'orkhouse buildings, tlie Commissioners 
observe with satisfaction, that the Guardians resolved on the 28th ult , to adver- 
tise for tenders to repair the workhouse, and the Commissioners trust that the 
establishment will so far shortly be brought into better condition. 

The further measures to be adopted for meeting the j>robable pressure of 
applicants for relief, require the immediate and earnest consideration of the 
Guardians, and the Commissioners are desirous to co-operate with the Guar- 
dians, in making every practicable exertion w’ith this view, and will readily 
entertain any proposition which the Guardians, aided by the advice and assist- 
ance of Major Haliday, may adopt. 



Major Haliday to the Poor Law Commissioners: — Nor^emher 11, 1847- 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th 
instant, transmitting the copy of Minutes of the Board of Guardians of this 
Union, held on the 28th ultimo, w’itli the remarks thereon, which I return 
herewith. 

I had already observed, and shall keep my attention fixed upon the points to 
which the Commissioners call ray notice. 

With respect to one of these, the Guardians, I am aware, are already fully alive 
to the serious objections existing against tlie present mode of subsisting the inmates 
through the medium of supplies purchased from week to week by the master 
of the Avorkhouse, but have no alternative as no person will come forward or 
tender to supply them by contract, and, in fact, they are served w'ith several 
notices of legal proceedings for debts, unpaid, which may result in the suddp 
closing of the house, and which leave me no ground for hoping that they will 
be able for some months to resume the more regular and economical practice 
of the system of contract. 

In reference to this subject, I beg to call the attention of the Commissioners 
to the fact, that up to this day no tender has been made for the repairs of the 
workhouse, and that I am under serious apprehension that notliing whatever is 
likely to be done to render it habitable during the winter. 



Major Haliday to the Poor Law Commissioners : — November 12, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to submit, for your information, the following report 
on the state of the Moliill Union, at the workhouse of which I yesterday 
attended the "weekly meeting of the Board of Guardians. 

It was with much difficulty, and only by the exertions of the master seeking 
for and inducing three of the Guardians to attend, that a quorum could be 
formed; and, but for this, the ordinary machinery for keeping open the house 
must have been stopped, as the master would not have had the means of pro- 
curing food for the inmates during the ensuing week. 

As none of the three Guardians present were accustomed to transacting the 
business of the Union (though all of them apparently persons of excellent inten- 
tions), the proceedings were confined to the mere routme necessary to authenti- 
cate the various books and accounts, to sanction the petty ^bursements of the 
past week, and furnish the master with the means of keeping the house open 
for another, and to receiving various applications and notices of intended legal 
proceedings against the Board for recovery of monies d.ue by them ; and I found 
it useless to attempt to impress upon them the import^t consideration sugges^ 
in your recent circulars, and your instructions respecting the duties of relieving 
officers, for carrying out of which they are absolutely destitute of funds. 
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Mohill Union. 



I endeavoured to impress upon them the duty of using their influence to 
induce the body of the Guardians generally to attend the meetings of the Board, 
and to make a vigorous effort to struggle through the present difficulties of the 
Union; and I pointed out to them ceitain facts respecting the arrears of rate (to 
be presently noticed) wliich concern them all, and call some for decided action. 
I need hardly remark, however, that such obseivations, addressed to three out 
of the twenty-two elective Guardians of the Union, produce little effect ; and 
that, from the small number present, your letter to the Guardians, calling their 
attention to the points animadverted upon in my last report, and which vras read 
to the Board, produced no effect. 

No tenders had been put in for the repair of the workhouse, nor has any step 
been taken in pursuance of your instructions to prepare for out-door relief. 

With respect to the amount of xmcollected rates, and the consequent want of 
funds (the prime cause of all the evils and difficulties here) I beg leave to state 
that on the day preceding the meeting of the Board I was occupied in carefully 
going through the greater number of the collector’s rate-books, while he sub- 
mitted them (according to your recent order) to the examination of the clerk ; 
and so far my inquiry extended. The result appeared unil'ormly to be, that 
while the collection of the old rate has been enibrced with considerable rigour 
and veiy general success against the occupying tenants, and even the sm iil] 
holders, except where these latter had abandoned their tenements or been 
ejected ; the larger portion of the arreai-s is due by the owners of laud imme- 

diate lessom. Some of these are resident in the comity, and the rates have been 
uncollected for no more sufficient reason than the sickness of the agent of two 
or three estates. These, it is stated, are all about to be immediately paid up. 

A much larger portion is due I'rom estates over which there are receivers 
appointed by the Court of Chancery, and a very large amount by non-resident 
proprietors. The collector states that the agents of both the latter classes, or 
themselves, have been written to by the attorney of the Board of Guardians, but 
as yet without effect. 

There remains also a very considerable number of small tenants by whom 
yanous sums, individually small, are due: and in all the cases of this class that 
1 inquired into the collector assured me that the ordinary means of .summons 
and decrees had been resorted to without effect, from the utter poverty of the 
parties, and there being nothing on their holdings to distrain ; while ho also 
pomted out several wjere, although the occupiers possessed sufficient means, 
they had hitherto baffled all his attempts to levy the distress, being invariably 
warned of lus approach, and assisted to drive iu aud lock up their cattle before 
lie could seize them. 



* 1 , ^ doubt, at present dependent for the accuracy of this information on 

the statement of the collector ; but they were given ivith so much readiness and 
distmctnes^ aud so thoroughly agreed with the numerous memorajida made by 
himself m the collectmg-book as to his progress, &c., that I have no doubt of its 
correctness. 

From the foregoing analysis of the rate-hooks I infer that there will be no 
ditfacuity m coUeetmg sufficient of the arreai*s of rate to pay the current expenses 
ol the Umon, and possibly to clear off some of the smaller debts already duo, 
but not to meet the expense of repairing the workhouse at present, or of obtaiu- 
ing addihonal accommodation, stiU less of affording the amount of out-door 
rebel that may become requisite from the wont of this accommodation; and the 
delay m the completion ol the valuation will prevent the new rate being put in 
waikble for a very eonsiderablc time, no measures 
° ^ taken, that I am aware oi; to stimulate the valuator in his 

® administration of the law, even in the 

R iJ^P^r ect degree, seems to me to depend upon the expedition with which 
ontstandmg arrear can he recovered, I have the honour to request histruc- 
wceW to “ “rf® to compel the 

Mor to obey the orders as to payments of 

*T *2th November, 1843, i. e., whether an applicatim should 
^eSs™ ™ ChauceRor for an order addressed to the respective 

I the collector, on which he asked an opinion that 

give. An occupying tenant, on whom the rate was originally 
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made, Being dead, and his widow now in possession, the collector could not 
obtain a summons from the magistrates against her, and had therefore no power 
of distress except imder his own warrant. Is the magistrate not boimd to issue 
a summons against the subsequent occupier in such a case ? 

As I feel bound to state my conviction that no progress is being made in 
adopting or prepaiing to follow out the instructions and suggestions contained 
in your recent letters to Boards of Guardians, and the general indifference or 
despondency of the present Guardians of this Union leaves no prospect at pre- 
sent of doing more than keeping open the workliouse, as a bare protection from 
starvation to 700 ill-sheltered ]iaupers (and even this, as it appears to me, at the 
mercy of the creditors who threaten proceedings), it would seem advisable to 
be prepared for this last contingency of the close of the workhouse, and if it be 
resolved to enforce the regulations for relief, to have in view some competent 
persons who can act as Guardians, and devote the necessary time and attention 
to the business of the Union. At present, there is neither Visiting Committee 
nor Finance Committee, and virtually the management is devolved on the 
master and clerk. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Major Haliday:— 17, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowdedge the receipt of your reports of 1 1th 
and 12th instant, relating to Mohill Union. 

In regard to the small attendance of Guardians, and the difficulty of pro- 
curing the presence of a sufficient number to constitute a Board, I am to state 
that the Commissioners have directed a circular to be addressed to each mem- 
ber of the Board of Guardians, calling the attention of the Guardians to the 
state of the Union, and urging their attendance for the due performance of the 
duties of their office. A copy of the circular is enclosed herewith for your 
information. 

With respect to the collection of the rates, the Commissioners W'ish, in refer- 
ence to those cases in which arrears are due of rates upon properties for which 
receivers, &c., have been appointed under the Courts, that the attention of the 
Guardians and the collectors should lie called to the two circulars dated 
respectively 3rd December, 1845, and 15th June, 1846, (copies of which were 
sent to the Guardians at the time, and are herewith enclosed,) containing orders 
of the Courts of Chancery and Exchequer for payment of the poor rate in such 
cases, by the receiver, guardian, committee, or sequestrator, without further 
rule or order in that behalf, w'here such rates are due from the landlord ; and 
if after application to the receiver, whose notice should be specially drawn to 
the orders above referred to, the rate be not paid, it may be necessary that a 
special application should be made to the Court to enforce payment of the 
rate due. 

In regard to the case of the widow of an occupying tenant, now deceased, on 
whom the rate was originally made, I am to state that under section 71 of 
1st and 2nd Victoria, c. 56, the rate may, in all cases of default of payment by 
the person in occupation at the time the rate was made, be recovered from the 
person subsequently in occupation, by all the same ways and means as it might 
have been recovered from the person originally rated, if he had continued in 
occupation of the premises for which he w'as rated ; the magistrate is equally 
bound to issue a summons in the one case as in the other, and the collector may 
equally proceed on his own warrant in both cases. 

It appears to be of great importance that the revision of the valuation should 
be completed with the least possible delay ; and the Commissioners request 
that you will endeavour by every practicable means, to have this complete at 
the earliest possible periods, so that a new rate may then be made. 

Meanwhile the necessary estimates of the sums required to be levied may be 
prepared, so as to be in readiness for striking the rate as soon as practicable, 
and the rate can be made on any division, as soon as the valuation of such 
division is completed, and so from time to time, until a rate on the whole 
Union is completed. 

Enclosures. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, November 16, 1§47. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, 
having under consideration reports which they have received from their inspector, as to the 



Mohill Union. 
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MoliUl Union. state of affairs of Mobill Union, and also minutes of the Board of Guardians, I am dii-ected to 

state that the Commissioners have recently in a communication addressed to the clerk of the 

Union, pointed out to the Board of Guardians, various defects in regard to the state of the 
workhouse, which require immediate attention on the part of the Guardians, while the state of 
the financial affairs of the Union, appears to be in the Iiighest degree unsatisfactory ; and these 
matters, as well as the condition of the Union generally, are such as urgently to require the 
earnest attention of the Guardians. 

If, however, appears that the meetings of the Board have been attended by a veiy small 
number of Guardians, and on many occasion by a number barely siiffcient to conslitute a 
quorum ; and no effectual steps appear as yet to have been taken to remedy the defects 
adverted to in the Commissioners recent communications’ to the Board, or to extricate the 
affairs of the Union from the confusion into which they appear to have iklleii. 

Under these circumstances the Commissioners feel it necessary to call the attention of each 
of the Guardians of the Union, individually, to the state of tlie Union, and to point out that, if 
meetings of the Guardians be not held in sufficient numbers to transact the business of the 
Union, and if by default of the Guardians, the duties of the Board of Guardians be not effectu- 
ally discharged, the Commissioners will have to consider of their own responsibility, in refer- 
ence to the provisions of the 18th section of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act. 

I have, &c. 

To each of the Guardians of the Mokill Union, for Secretary, 

ex- officio and elected. 



CincoLAKS as to Payment of Rates by Receivers, &c., on Property under the Courts. 
1. Chancery. 

Poor Law Commission Ofp.ee, Duhlin^ 

Sir, Decemhei' 3, 1845. 

Several cases having been brought under the notice of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
in which difficulty hnd been experienced by Boards of Guardians, in obtaining payment of poor 
rate from immediate lessors, in respect of property under the control of the Court of Chancery, 
the Commissioners deem it expedient to cause application to be made to the Court, on the 
subject ; and they have now obtained an order (a copy of which is annexed, for the information 
of &e Board of Guardians,) declaring that it is the duty of the persons who shall be in the 
receipt of the rents, in such cases, to pay the rate to the person duly authorized to receive the 
same. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of _ Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

each Union. 

Copt of Order above referred to. 

Ordered,— mii day of Novemher. IM5. 

That in all cases, where under the existing Poor Laws, payments of the pooi's-rate 
devolves exclusively on the landlord, it is the duty of the receiver, guardian, committee, or 
seouestrator, who shall be in receipt of the rents of any landlord so liable, to pay to the person 
duly authorized to receive same, all such poor's rates, without any nile or order for that 
pui-pose. 

William Henn, 

J. S. Townsend, 

Thomas Goold, 

E. Litton. 

Edward B. Sugden, C. 



•Masters in Chancery. 



2. Exchequer. 

_ Poor Law Commission Office, Dullin, 

June 15, 1846. 

With reference to the communication addressed to you on the 3rd December last, 
forwarding a copy of an order of the Court of Chancery, relative to the payment of poor-rates 
receivers, aud other persons in the receipt of the rents of property under the control of the 
Court, I am now directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forward to you a copy of a 
similar order which they have obtained from the Court of Exchequer. 

I have, &c. 

U th£ Clerk to the Guardians of Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

each Umon. 

Copy of the Order above referred to. 



Exchequer, May 22, 1846. 

It is tins dt^ ordered by the Court, that in all cases where, under the existint^ Poor 
x-aws, payment of the poor rate devolves exclusively on the landlord, it shall be the duty of the 
sequestrator, who shall be in the receipt of the rent of any landlord so liable, to 
for^the^ ^ ^ ®-^thorized to receive same, all such -poor-rate, without any rule or order 
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The attorneys concerned for such receivers or sequestrators, are therefore hereby required 
apprize them respectively, that they are bound to make such payments, and that they will 
allowed credit for same, on producing proper vouchers when passing their accounts. 

Wazjkre Beadt. 
Richard Pennefather. 
John Richards. 

Thomas Lefrot. 



Major Haliday, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners: — 
November 18, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to submit to you the following report upon the state 
of this Union:— 

1 . The pressure of extreme want is making itself more visible in the emaciated 
appearance of the women and children who may be seen in the country roads, 
and of the applicants for admission (in increasing numbers) to the miserable 
workhouse. 

The Guardians having now come to the resolution not to admit any more at 
presen^ and possessing no funds to obtain additional accommodation or to enable 
the relieving officers to administer aid in food or money, the latter can no longer 
perform their duty, as directed in Article 7 of the General Order issued on the 
7th of August last, in any case of destitution, however urgent ; and the law is 
practically suspended, except within the walls of the workhouse, and in behalf 
of its present inmates. 

2. Fever is extremely prevalent in many districts of the Union, and so dis- 
heartened or reckless are the people, that I have been informed of a case where, 
within the last fortnight, the body of a woman who died of that disease was left 
in a ditch with merely some straw thrown over it, where the effluvia from the 
progress of decay attracted attention, and the collector of poor-rate, near whose 
residence it was found, was obliged to hire men to dig a hole to cover it. 

3. I attended this day the meeting of the Board of Guardians, where there 
was some delay and difficulty in getting together a quorum, your circular letter 
to the Guardians on the subject of attendance not having yet had time to produce 
effect. 

I did not fail to call the attention of the Board to the condition of the house, 
which continues in the same dilapidated state (and for the repairs of which no 
tenders wliatever have been put in) ; and more especially to the revolting state 
of filth in the yards adjoining and in rear of the hospital in consequence of the 
privies and cesspools being quite full and choked. • The master was directed to 
inquire for and if possible employ a person who had emptied them two or three 
years before ; but the Board, having no funds, were unable to take any steps for 
the repair of the house. 

I also brought again to their notice the highly alarming state of the Union, 
in consequence of this want of means, and the extreme importance of accelerating 
the collection of the rate. The collector was called before the Board and dis- 
tinctly informed that he must enforce it by every means in his power against all 
parties whatever. A list of immediate lessors, by whom such arrears were due, 
which had been at my desire prepared by the collector, was laid before the 
Board. 

The solicitor to the Board was also called, and desired to follow up the legal 
steps against such absentee lessors, whose agents have all been written to by him 
without effect, and also to apply to the respective Courts for special orders to 
those agents and receivers of rents under them who have not paid the arrears, 
and who have also been ^vritten to in vain. I had called the notice of the Board 
to the fact that their solicitor was himself a defaulter to a considerable amount 
both as an immediate lessor and as agent for several other parties, and it was 
stated that he would pay those amounts. 

The valuator was also called in, but it appeared that he has, as yet, completed 
but seven of the electoral divisions, and three others in part ; that he dud not 
expect to complete the whole before the end of the year. He was ordered to 
use all possible expedition, and the clerk was direct^ meantime to fill up the 
rate-books of the divisions now completed. 

As the balance remaining in the treasurer’s and collector’s hands, after 
paying certain small outstanding cheques, did not appear sufficient to defray 
tlie cost of subsistence for the present inmates of the house until tlie next Board 
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Mohill Union, the master was furnished with all the available funds to purchase food, and 

it was resolved meantime to advertise for contractors to supi^ly the house from 
week to week, to be paid out of the rates collected weekly ; and the Board also 
directed the master to reduce the ration of food to each of the inmates, and not 
to admit any more. About 50 applicants were at the gates, but only three 
orphan children sent in from a great distance, who it appeared but too probable 
must otherwise starve, were taken into the house. 

Although the Guardians, who formed the Board this day, appear thus to have 
done all that was possible for them in theii- collective capacity, it is evident that, 
in the present crisis, starvation to a lamentable extent may ensue. An extra- 
ordinary meeting of tlie Board is to be called, before the funds in the master’s 
hands are quite exhausted, and on the collection of the next few days depends the 
possibility ofmainbuning the inmates of the workhouse. 

With respect to the collection of rates,, I was present at the examination of the 
collector’s books, by the clerk yesterday, and continued my scrutiny into, the 
progress of the collection, I regret to say, with a less favourable result than. I had' 
hoped for. In two of tlie electoral divisions, where there is a heavy arrear, I find 
that the townlands are subdivided into very numerous small lote, the greater- 
number of the occupants of which, it appears from the collector’s- notes, are 
reduced to extreme poverty. In many tenements there' are only, women andi 
children whose husbands and fathers have left this country ; and among the. 
remainder, a general combination to resist payment defeats nearly all the colIectoi’’s 
efforts. Even those who have already been compelled to pay^ assist the- others' to 
evade it, by storing their crops' in their own Iiaggards, and some seizures that he 
has made are yet ineffectual, as he cannot hire a car to carry, away the distress, 
nor will any one, he avers,, risk employment in such service. Sufficient detei> 
mination may overcome some of these obstructions,, but it seems in vain to expect 
successful recovei-y of rates- in general, until such' occupiers be removed. It will 
be observed, that the total amount collected within the past week has been but. 
about 33Z. I caiuiot help adding that, although the orders of the Board of 
Guardians were, on this occasion, very explicit, I do not believe they will prove' 
effectuiil ; nor that the rates will be enforced with the requisite degree of vigour' 
and expedition, until both attorney and collectors be found who are totally 
unconnected with the country, and inaccessible to the numerous local influences 
and connexions of the neighbourhood. 

One of the relieving officers, lately appointed, sent in this day his resignation. 
No reason was assigned, but I conclude it was from finding that the office was in 
reality a mockery, and the duties impossible, without funds or. power of admission 
to the workhouse. 

It is scarcely necessary to add that no steps have been taken, nor, under the 
present circumstances, are likely to be thought of, for obtaining additional accom- 
modation, or making any provision whatever for out-door relief. 



The Poor Law Commissionebs to Major Haliday, Temporary Inspector : — 
November 22, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of tlie Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 
I8th instant, relating to Mohill Union, for which I am to express the Commis- 
sioners’ thanks. 

I am, at the same time, to state that the Commissioners have learned, mth' 
great concern, that the workhouse is in such a deplorable state ; and that as a 
mere matter- of sanitary precaution, in order to prevent'’ ithecoming the centre 
of pestilence to the surrounding district, the Commissioners have applied to his' 
Excellency for the sum of 150^, in order that some of the most serious defects- 
and evils, pointed out in your report, may be remedied. 

With respect to the general state of the Union funds, the Commissioners have 
to state that, lamentable as the condition of-the destitute poor in the Union isi 
the Commissioners are determined- uofr'to make any application ; for pecuniary- 
assistonce to the Guardians to meet their current expenses for relief. The’ 
Commissioners are sensible that their' determination on this point will add! 
materially to the difficulties of your position ; but still they- are desirous that it 
should be generally undemtood in the Union that the responsibility, the di^ 
grace, and the guilt of any deaths from starvation, if any such should unfortu- 
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nately occur, rest with the Guardians and the rate-payers ; and tliat tlie poor- MohiilTTnion. 

rates are tlie funds to which the destitute poor must look for relief. If the 

Mohill Union were now to receive aid from the Government, the Cominis- 

aoners are apprehensive that the reluctance to pay rates would still be greater 

than at present, and that the spirit of depending ujxjii Government for loans 

would become habitual and incurable amongst the rate-payera 

In regard to your remarks respecting the solicitor of the Guardians, tlie 
Commissioners entirely concur with you in opinion that it would be desirable 
for the Guardians to employ some other professional gentleman, who is not 
hims elf a rate-payer ; but as the appointment of the solicitor rests solely with 
the Guardians, the Commissioners vvould feel some difficulty in addressing a 
formal letter on the point to the Guardians. At the same time if, alter his 
promise, the solicitor is found, on the next Board-day, not to have paid his rates, 
the Commissioners think you would be justified in making veiy urgent recom- 
mendations to the Guardians to cancel his apiiointment ; and if those recom- 
mendations were xmsuccessful, the Commissioners would not object to write 
to the Guardians in furtherance of your views 

The Commissioners have further to state tliat tliey will take into immediate 
consideration the propriety of removing from his office any collector whom you 
may deem unfit for the discliarge of his important duty. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Redinqton : — November 23, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, by direction of the Commissiouers for 
aiimiuistering tiie Lau's for Relief of the Poor in Irelaud, for the information of 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the accompanying copy of a report, which Page 133. 
the Commissioners have received from Major Haiiday, Temporary Inspector, 
relating to Mohill Union. 

From this report it appears that destitution prevails to a great extent in this 
Union, and shows every symptom of increasing ; that the Guardians have ordered 
the daily allowance of tlie inmates of the workhouse to be reduced, and no further 
admissions to be allowed ; that out of 50 applicants only three orphan children, 
sent from a great distance, and who, it appeared, would otherwise starve, were 
admitted into the workhouse, the rest being refused on account of the ini[>overished 
state of the finances of the Union ; the balance remaining to the credit of the 
Guardians not being sufficient to maintain the house for the ensuing %veek. 

Major Haiiday also reports that fever is prevalent in the Union, and that 
recklessness on the part of the peojxle as to the interment of those who die, 
exists to a great extent ; the body of a woman who died of fever having been 
left in a ditch with merely some straw to cover it. 

Major Haiiday states that one relieving officer has resigiied, giving no 
reason for such a step, but thinks it was on account of finding his office a mere 
mockery ; it being imjxjssible to perform the duties of the office without funds, 
and admisrion to the workhouse being stopped. 

Major Haiiday also states at the same time, tliat no steps have been taken by 
the Guardians for obtaining additional accommodation to the workhouse, or to 
make provision for out-door relief. 

It further appears, that the collection of rates is not makmg progress in the 
Union ; the totM amount collected within the past week being hut 33f. whilst 
1503/. 5s. 3d. remains uncoliected up to the l8th instant 

Major Haiiday furtlier rqiorts, tliat a list of immediate lessors by whom 
arrears of rate were due was prepared at liis request, and had been laid before 
the Board of Guardians. The collector was directed to enforce the payment 
.of the rates from every person whatever, and the solicitor to the Guardians 
was desired to take legal proceedings against all immediate Lessors who were 
ai^Ued to, hut who had neglected paying their rates. 

It also appears that the valuation of the Union will not he completed for six 
weeks ; hut the valuator was directed by the Guardians to use all possible 
expedition, and the clerk was desired to fill up the rate-hooks of the electoral 
divisions now completed. 

Major Haiiday states he called the attention of the Board to the condition of 
the house, which continues in a dilapidated state, and for the repairs of which 
Major Haiiday states no tenders have been received. 
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Major Haliday states that he called the Guardians’ attention more especially 
to the revolting state of filth in the yards adjoining and in the rear of the 
hospital, in consequence of the privies and cesspools being quite full and 
clicked, and that the master was directed by the Guardians to inquire for, and 
if possible, to employ a person to empty them who had done so two or three 
years before ; but that the Board having no funds were unable to take -any 
steps for the repair of the house. 

The Commissioners have addressed a communication to Major Haliday, in 
reply to his report, in which they have stated that, lamentable as the condition 
of the destitute poor in the Union undoubtedly is, they are determined not to 
make any application to Government for pecuniary assistance to tlie Guardians 
to meet their current expenses for relief; that they were desirous that it 
should be generally understood in the Union that the responsibility of any 
deaths from starvation, if any such should unfortunately occur, would rest with 
the Guardians and the rate-payers, and that the poor-rates were the funds to 
which the destitute poor must look for relief. 

The Commissioners stated at the same time, however, that in consequence 
of the deplorable state of the workhouse, and as a mere matter of sanatory pre- 
caution, in order to prevent its becoming the centre of pestilence to the 
surrounding district, they had applied to his Excellency for a loan to the 
Guardians of 150/., in order that some of the most serious defects and evils 
pointed out in his report may be remedied. 

The Commissioners accordingly desire to submit the circumstances for the 
consideration of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and to request that his 
Excellency be pleased to authorise a loan of 150/. being granted to the 
Guardians for the purpose referred to. I am at the same time to state, that if 
his Excellency shall be pleased to direct that the sum of 150/. be advanced to 
the Guardians, the Commisssioners will endeavour to have the loan repaid at 
the earliest possible period. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Major Haliday: — November 24, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have again had before them your report of the 18th instant, relating 
to Mohill Union; and with respect to that part of it which states that the 
Board of Guardians had directed the master to reduce the ration of food to 
each of the inmates of the workhouse, in consequence of the impoverished 
state of the finances of the Union, I am to state that the Commissioner.? think 
the amount of daily food given to the inmates, if not more than sufficient, 
should not be reduced on the ground mentioned. 



CUfden Union. 

Mr. Deane, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 
November 2, 1847. 

I attended yesterday for the first time the weekly meeting of the Board 
of Guardians of this Union, which was held in. the court house of the town of 
Clifden, the members of that body having, for some time, discontinued their 
meetings at the workhouse, owing to the prevalence of fever therein. 

There was a full attendance of the elected Guardians at the Board, and I took 
occasion, in the first instance, to impress on the members present, the absolute 
importance and necessity of proceeding to the immediate collection of the 
rates. 

I explained to the collectors the nature of their duties, and urged them to 
the prompt and vigorous execution of the same. Of the four collectors, but 
two have as yet received the general warrants and rate-books for the collection 
of the recent rate. One collector is in fever, but, I understand, is in a fair 
way of recovering, and will be shortly able to resume his duties. The appoint- 
ment of relieving officers was yesterday postponed for a fortnight, the Guardians 
expressing a wish not to proceed to the election in the absence of the chairman, 
Mr. D’Arcy. I urged on them the importance of making their appointments 
w.ithout any further delay. 

The Guardians are beset -with applications from the dealers and tradesmen 
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of this town for the amount of their accounts for necessaries supplied to the 
workhouse. I find that there is but 19/. 9^. 2c?. in the hands of the treasurer of 
the Union. 

The collectors have about 80/- unlodged, which they allege they find a 
difficulty in paying, owing to their not being enabled to obtain notes to enclose 
to the treasurer. 

The Commissioners are aware that Galway is 50 miles distant from Clifden. 
The collectors have to send this distance any monies they may have collected, 
Galway being the toum where the treasurer resides, the Bank of Ireland 
Branch. 

The Guardians are very desirous to ascertain whether the Commissioners 
would sanction the appointment of a local treasurer. 

The debts due by the Guardians in the immediate neighbourhood, and in the 
town of Clifden, are about 260/. ; this sum is due among 40 creditors, who are 
taldng every advantage of the necessities of the Board, and are charging at an 
exorbitant rate for the goods they supply. 

I inspected the workhouse to-day. I regret to report that its internal state 
is in a very unsatisfactory condition. Fever is raging among its inmates, and, 
I fear, imtil accommodation be supplied for fever patients apart from the work- 
house, neither cleanliness, order, or regidarity, can be insured. As I have 
stated before, the Guardians do not meet at the workhouse, and the conduct of 
the establishment has not therefore been subject for some time past to that 
careful inspection so necessary for its proper management. 

I occupied myself, during a portion of this day, in driving about the electoral 
division of Clifden. I was accompanied by one of the Board of Guardians 
(Mr. Maher), an extremely intelligent person, w'ho was formerly in the Coast 
Guard service. I was enabled to obtain much local information from him. I 
regret to state, from the close observation of the extensive district I passed 
through, that the most abject poverty and distress appear to exist. 

But a very small amount of agriciiltural produce can be seen, and the reck- 
less improvidence of last year, in the non-cultivation of the land, is painfully 
observable, 

I hope, in a few days, to be enabled to furnish the Commissioners with a 
detailed report of my inspection of the state of the Union generally *, the short 
time that has elapsed since my arrival here has not permitted me to obtain 
much more information than I have now the honour to submit. 

I beg leave to accompany this report with a letter which I have received 
from the medical attendant of the workhouse in reference to the increase of 
fever therein. 

Enclosdre. 

Mr. Bodkin, Medical Officer of Workhouse, to Mr. Deane : — November % 1847. 

As the workhouse is now completely filled, there being over 300 paupers in it, and as 
there are forty-fire patients in the hospital just now labouring under typhus fever, I would 
most earnestly impress upon you the great and paramount necessity for providing a tempera^ 
fever hospital, in order that all those labouring under contagious disease may be entirely 
separated from those that are in health, and thereby, if possible, prevent the inevitable spre^ 
of contagion among a community so densely crowded together, numbers of whom, I apprehend, 
are predisposed to take the disease upon the slightest occasion, their constitutions being so 
roduetd, and their vital energies and spirits so much depressed, by starvation and wretched- 
ness. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Deane ; — Novemher 5, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had before them your report of the 2nd iust^"^ relative to 
your attendance at the meeting of the Board of Guardians of Clifden Union 

on the 1st instant. _ r t • a; 

With reference to the postponement of the appointment of relievmg ohiccts 
by the Board until the return of the chairman, as stated in your repo^ the 
Commissioners direct me to state, that the absence of a member oi the Board 
cannot be admitted as a reason for postjioning the appointment of those oflicers, 
in pursuance of the order issued to the Guardians. t> :3 c 

I am further directed to rei^uest that you will press on the Board ot 
Guardians the necessity of provic^g accommodation for fever patient^ under 
the 16th section of the 6th and 7th Vic. c. 92 ; and I am, at the same time, to 
observe, that the attention of the Board of Health wiU be drawn to the state- 
ment transmitted by you. 



Ciifdea Union 
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Mr. Deane to the Poor Law Commissioners: — November 9, 1847. 

I ATTENDED the TTeeUly meeting of flie Board of Guardians yesterday, 
and it affords me mucli gratification to be enabled to state, tliat the affairs of 
the Union are assuming a better aspect, and that the collection of the rate, under 
all circumstances, is proceeding very favourably. 

The collectors of the Rouudstoiie and Ballindoon electoral divisions have 
not as yet received their wan-ants for the new rate, it having been deemed 
advisable to give some additional time for the collection of tlie old rate ; I have 
calculated that 10 days more will be sufficient for that puipose. One of tliese 
collectors (Roundstone) has been afflicted with fever ; but should he not he able 
to resume his duties, another will be appointed in his place. 

The result of last week’s collection placed the Guardians in a position to 
discharge several small liabilities incurred by them, with the shopkeepers of 
the town of Clifden, for necessaries supplied to the workhouse. The amount 
paid was 801. 

The solicitor to the Board was in attendance to report the progress that he 
had made in recovering rates due by defaulting rate-payers. In some instances 
it apiieared that he had met with opposition in the course of legal i)roceedin^ 
■which he had instituted, but generally the amounts due have been paid shortly 
after liis first application. 

The Commissioners will perceive, on reference to the minutes of yesterday’s 
meeting, that a resolution has been passed for the appointment of a Committee 
to investigate the collector’s accounts monthly. I tliink this a most important 
and desirable step, and one calculated to produce beneficial results. 

The election of relieving officers is definitely fixed for Monday next. My 
next report will con^in full information in reference thereto, and I shall malvc 
most minute inquiries into the qualifications and chai'acters of the respective 
candidates. 

Fever is increasing in the Union. In the workhouse there are 45 cases ; as 
^ mild type, but there are grounds for apprehending a fatal siircad 
ol it durmg the approaching winter. The Commissioners are aware that the 
Board of Guardians have already voted a sum of 600/. for a fever liospital, the 
absolute and urgent necessity for the immediate erection of which is but too 
ayipaa*ent, and more particularly as there does not appear to be, in or about the 
immediate neighbourhood of Clifden, any house wliich the Board could hire 
lor temporary accommodation of fever patients. 

There is a fever hospital erected, under the provisions of the Fever Act, in 
Ballmdoon electoral division. 

Since the date of rny last report, I have actively employed my time in tra- 
ve Img through the Union, and I have dii'ected my attention to the amount of 
agricultural produce and live stock observable on the farms of the small 
farmers. A very small amount of either is to be seen. I have frequently seen 
tile people m the houses engaged in converting their corn into food for immediate 
use. it also come to my knowledge that stacks of oats, &c., have been re- 
moveA with the j^nsent of the tenants, to the residence of their landlords, where 
It is detained until the rent shall be paid. Cows and sheep are seldom, if ever, 
seen near the houses of the farmers at this time ol year; they aie driven to the 
mountain pastures, where they remain until brought to market; and thus, in 
ct, the apparent poverty of a man (whose house may, perhaps, contain nothing 
jiut a few miserable articles of furniture) is by no means a safe criterion to 
jud^ ol his available resources to meet legitimate demands. From these facts 
the Commissioners may possibly infer that some difficulty is likely to be expe- 
rienced m coUectmg rates from individuals of a class I have alluded to ; but I 
leel persuaded that by the full and complete assertion of the law, all difficulties 
4 + ^ j ^ would take occasion respectfully to suggest that 

• desirable to have a detachment of military stationed in Clifden, 
with tte view of rendering assistance to the civil authorities; and this assistance 
pa icu arly required just at this time, when so many outrages in the way of 
pl"under are nightly occurring. 

misery and wretchedness which characterizes the greater 
pan Ol ttusUniOT there is to be found in some parts of it (and more particularly 
Renvyle) the result of what industry and perse- 
TCrmce can effect. Messrs. Eastern, Mr. Butler, Mr. Pirn, and Mr. Dancer, 
th some others who held leases for ever under a Mr. Graham, have, by their 
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■untSiing: and zealous exertions, turned the piece of the wild district where they 
have located themselves, into cultivation. They have laboured against many 
difficulties, but, having overcome them, are now seeking, througli the provisions 
of the Land Improvement Act, further means of carrying out tlieir intentions 
and of giving employment to those around them. 

Mr; Graham, whose name T have already mentioned, has absolutely received, 
out of a rental of 1025/., the amount of his May rents, to within 10/ His 
tenantry hav'^e interests in their farms, and are contented and industrious. 

There is a lamentable neglect of the fisheries along the coast. Boats are 
lying useless and unemployed, and in vain can one seek for a satisfactory exjDla- 
nation for the indolence and ax')athy of the fishermen, who, indeed, can scarcely 
be called such, applying themselves hut periodically to this jmrsuit, and only at 
a time when the fish absolutely swarm their bays. Half fishermen, half agri- 
culturists, they neglect both occupations. 

The condition of the children of the peasantry is very lamentable ; their 
haggard looks painfully tell what insufficiency of food and want of clothing 
have brought them to. ‘ The benevolent offer of the British Association will be 
most seasonable ; but I tbink it right to oteerve that in the Union, owing to the 
fact of there being, as I am informed, no schools under the National Board, 
much difficulty may be experienced in carrying out the plan proposed. 



The Poor L.kw Commissioners to Mr. 'Deas^ -.—N ovember 11, 1847. 

The Commissioners perceive, from your report of the 9th ^staut, that 
you have been informed of the reasons which have induced the Giiardiaus to 
delay the issue of the warrants for the collection of tire new rate in the Round- 
stone and Ballindoon diosions. The Commissioners doubt, however, whether 
any further delay should be allowed to take place in the matter ; and they sugg.^ 
for your consideration the propriety of having the new wa^ants, w'hich uiii 
include the arrears of the old rate, issued m one or both of those divisions at 

The Commissioners will he prepared to sanction the appointment of a 
treasurer of the Union at Clifden, il' a fit party can be found to undertake the 
duties of that office there ; and I am to re<iuest fliat you wiU report further on 

'^''^th respect to the loan of 60W. to build a fever ward, which the Guardians 
have agreed to borrow, I am to state that the building which th^ have a,grecd 
to iirovide irith that sum is a permanent structure, which fte CommKioners 
understand cannot be built with advantage at this season of the year. It, how- 
ever the Guardians consent to expend a further sum in the erection oi a tenipo- 
rarv building for the reception of fever patients, the Commissioners will endea- 
vour to procure a further loan, not exceeding 2001 A copy of the consent ta 
expend 600/, already signed by the Guardians, is enclosed lor your mformation ; 
and if a further sum is to he expended, a further consent in the same form will. 

*'*Your suggestion as to the propriety of a party of military at Clifden will 
receive attention. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Deane, Ihspector : — 

November 25, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering file Laws for Relief of the Poor 
hi Ireland have again had. before them your report of the 9th mstat, with 
reference to your suggestion that a party of military should be ^tioned at 
Clifden ; and the Commissioners have directed.me to iniiuu-^ whether you cm. 
inform them of any case when the civil or poUoe force have been found insuffi- 
cient to protect the collectors- in the execution, of their duty. 

Before the Commissioners oould put forward a recommendation that ,v 
party of military should he stationed at Clifden, it must be shown clearly that, 
such a step is rendered necessary by the exigencies of the case. 



CUfdea Union. 
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Letter from Dr. R. X Morgan to the Central Bo.\rd of Health, transmitted 
to the Poor Law Commissionei-s on November 10, 1847. 

Gentlemen, Clifden, November 3, 1847. 

I HAVE, according to your suggestion, laid before the Clifden Board of 
Guardians your letter to me, and the enclosed circular, relative to their sup- 
plying funds for the continuance of the Ballindoon Fever Hospital. 

Their first reply was, that their pecuniary embarrassments were such that 
they could not afford me any assistance. However, on my pressing them 
again and again, and assuring them that I myself would not trouble them for 
some time for my own salary, they reluctantly granted me a mere trifle, viz., 
5/. only, for an entire foiinight : that sum, I need scarcely remark, will go a 
very short way in meeting all expenses during that period; the number of 
patients must be very limited indeed, unless the Board will be so kind as to 
afford me an additional sum in the way of assistance. Allow me, gentlemen, 
to add, that the hospital is as much req^uired in this locality this very moment 
as it was three months ago, for fever is, in many places, even on the increase. 
Your reply, advice, and assistance in this matter would very much oblige 

Yours, &c., 

The Central Board of Health, Robert John Morgan, M.D. 

Dublin. 



Communication from Mr. Deane, Temporary Inspector: — 
November 16, 1847. 

I BROUGHT the subject matter of Dr. Morgan’s letter before the Board 
of Guardians, and they voted 14/. for the support of the Ballindoon hospital. 
When the Guardians shall have more funds at their disposal, I would hope 
that I shall be enabled to induce them to continue to supply means to Dr. 
Mor an for that establishment. 



Mr. Deane, Temporary Inspector, to*1;he Poor Law Commissioners : — 
November 16, 1847. 

I attended the weekly meeting of the Board of Guardians yesterday. 
There was a full attendance, in consequence of the election for relieving 
oflScers having been definitely fixed for the 15th. 

I had to encounter every possible attempt by some of the Guardians to post- 
pone the appointment of these o£B.cers; but after much waste of time and useless 
discussion, I at last succeeded in forcing the election. 

Fifteen candidate sent in wiutten applications, and four were elected. 

The Guardians have consented in writing to borrow the sum of 200/. for the 
erection of a temporary fever hospital. Fever is extremely prevalent, and I 
iTOuld agairi respectfully state to the Commissioners that it is in vain for me to 
effect ^ything like permanent reform in the workhouse until separate accom- 
modation be provided for fever patients. 

There is a building (now almost in ruins) near the town, and which was built, 
as I understand, for a school, that might be converted into an hospital. The 
National Board of Education has, I believe, some control in reference to this 
building, and, with the permission of the Commissioners, I might seek informa- 
tion upon the subject from the secretaries. 

The immediate appointment of a local treasurer for the Union would be of 
me greatest importance, and I can recommend with safety that Dr. Suffield, of 
Clifden, should be entiusted with the duties of that office. He has consented 
to perform them, I believe, at some personal inconvenience. 

The last week’s collection, owing to two of the collectors being in fever, was 
unavoidably small. The Clifden collector is giving me much satisfaction in the 
discljarge of his duties. He collected 60/. 10#. during the week. I have felt it 
n^essi^y to state that the public service cannot be delayed much longer, and 
that other collectors must be appointed, should they not he enabled to resume 
their duties. 

The Roundstone collector is likely to be enabled to attend on Monday next, 
which day is ^ed for the purpose of signing the warrants for the new rate for 
the electoral divisions of Ballindon and Roundstone. 
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Since my last report I have been constantly occupied in travelling through 
the Uniou, and my attention, during the past week, has been more particularly 
directed to the state of the schools in the district, owing to the communication I 
received from the Count Strzelecki, with respect to the relief about to be ex- 
tended to children, &c. 

Having felt it my duty to visit every school in the Uniou, I made a tour of 
inspection, and, it is with much regret, I inform the Commissioners that there 
exists the most lamentable and culpable neglect of education in this extensive 
district. In the electoral division of Renvyle, containing a population of over 
7000, 1 found hut two schools ; in one there were 47 scholars, male and female, 
in another, none on that day, and, as I was informed, the average attendance 
12 1 In Clifden electoral division, two of the schools are unoccupied, and the 
houses are in wretched repair. The schoolmaster of the Cluggan School 
is, and has been, receiving his salary for some time, for which he is giving no 
consideration, there being no scholars to teach. 

In another locality (Ballinafad), I went into the school-house, and at 12 
o’clock in the day, found no one at the school. In fact, save at Roundstone, 
where the monks have, by the benevolence of the Society of Friends, been 
enabled to feed the children at the school, I may say, that there is no regular 
attendance at any of the schools. ^ n . t i* i .-l i. 

The condition of the children is truly distressmg, but I feel that a great 
amount of injury will be effected in this Union, if gratuitous relief be given 
without getting some return, in labour, for it. I have written very fully to 
the Count Strzelecki on this subject, and I have strongly urged the value and 
importance of diverting auy available fund for the purpose of clothmg the 
children, into as many channels of industrial relief as practicable, and with tins 
view I have forwarded him a proposition for employing the people m maufa(> 
turin’o- frieze and flannel for the children that shall attend the schools. It would 
afford me much pleasure to put this plan into practical operation. 

That there is in some districts of the Union great distress, is beyond all doubt ; 
but I believe that the existing law’ for the relief of the poor will go far to meet 
it I shall be very slow to certify that the » extent of the distress really exceeds 
all the power of relief.” for I am satisfied that another season of gratuities 
would tiid to the worst results. Of the mischiefs it has effected, in this district, 
many can bear testimony to ; but at an investigation held before the magistrates 
on lit Saturday and the Monday following, in the courthouse at Chldeu, there 
was evidence given of the clearest kmd, criminating mdividuals for robbing and 
selling meal belonging to a Relief Committe^ The parties charged are held to 
bail to take their trial at the next sessions. There ai;e oRier oases that will also 
come to light, which, I understand, are likely to exhibit fraud to a very great 
eXt The investigation will, I trust, lead to the punishment of the parties 
charged, which would necessarily he productive of much good. 

The Pooh Law Commissioners to Mr. Deane, Temporary Inspector: 
November 18, 1847* 

The Commissioneis for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had before them your report of the 16th instant. 
to-day relating to the Clifden Union, and they are glad to observe that the 
Board of Guardians have proceeded to the appointment of relievmg officers for 
the Union. The clerk of the Union should lose no tune m forwMding answers 
fn the usual queries, (forms for which have already been sent to him.) 

With reiwd to the providing accommodation for fever patients seprate 
from the workhouse, I am to state that the Commissioner f^y concur in the 
tlwriety of taking steps to effect such an arrangement, and the Guardian may 
at ince^proceed to obtain tenders for erecting tempo^ builmngs for the 
fccoSLdTton of fever patients, (pending the building of the peimanent Fever 
nUital) to be paid for out of the 2001. which the Gumd^ have now con- 
Sntk to expend. Plans for temporary building are enclosed herewiA. 

With res«ct to the building at Clifden, to which you rafo, erected for tte 

nun resile notoccunied I am to state that the Commissioners 

SoTorohiecttfyfm — with the Board of National Educi^on 

on the subject; but the Commissioners think that ^ 

repahed out of the loan of 2001. It might, however, he occupied fitted up 
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by the Board of Guardians upon a retiuisition from the Board of Health, the 
funds being supplied by the Guardians out of the current rates, on an estimate 
from tlie Relief Committee. 

As regards the appointment of a local treasurer to the Union, I am to state 
that tlie Guardians should proceed to make the appointment, in the usual 
manner, at the same time apprisijJg the present treasurer of their intentions. 
It will be desirable that you should communicate with Dr. Suffield, as to the 
security which he would be disposed to give, if the Board of Guardians should 
appoint him Union treasurer. 

The Commissioners are obliged by your observations respecting the schools, 
and the state of the poorer classes in the Union, and the Commissioners 
will make a communication on the subject of the schools to the Board of 
Education. 



Mr. Deane, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 
November 20, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose the queries answered by the relieving 
officers appointed for the electoral divisions or districts of Clifden, Balliiidoon, 
and Roundstone respectively. 

Dr. Suffield was appointed local treasurer on last Monday, but, through 
a mistake of tlie clerk pro tern., it did not appear in the minutes. I beg leave 
to enclose a letter addressed to me by that gentleman. The securities he pro- 
poses appear to me to be unexceptionable. It is right to state, however, that 
botli the gentlemen he has named are members, ex of the Board of 

Guardians. I shall talie care that a proper notification of Dr. Suffield’s 
appointment be sent to the manager of the Bank of Ireland, in Galway, as soon 
as the Commissioners shall approve of the election. 

Immediate steps shall be taken in reference to the erection of the temporary 
fever hosjhtal. I liave communicated with the Commissioners of National 
Education requ^ng to be informed by them whether the building formerly 
occupied as a National school would be rented to the Guardians for an hospital. 

I have examined the building minutely, and it appears to me to be adapted 
for the purpose, and can be converted at an expense, I would hope, under the 
sum sanctioned by the Commissioners. 

I have made a rougli sketch of the building, which I have the honour to 
enclose. Thereon is contained some additional information as to its site, &c. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Deane: — November 27, 1847. 

I Ail directed Iiy the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 
20th instant, relating to the Clifden Union j and I am to express the Commis- 
sioners’ approval of the appointment of Dr. Suffield as treasurer of the Union. 

The Commissioners also approve the appointment of Messrs. Patt Joyce, 
Thomas Cooke, and Henry Kearney, as relieving officem. It will be necessary 
tliat Mr. Joyce should immediately fix his residence within the district for 
which he has been appointed relieving officer. 

As regards the treasurership of the Union, the Commissioners are desirous of 
being informed whether it is proposed that any remuneration, and if any, of 
what nature, should be allowed to Dr. Suffield for his services. 

With reference to the arrangements for the accommodation of fever patients, 
I am to request that the Commissioners may be informed of the terms upon 
which the Board of Guardians could have the school-house referred to in your 
report, and how much it would cost to put it in repair ; also whether, if the 
school-house were taken, it would be necessary to erect temporary fever sheds. 

I am also to state that the Commissioners apprehend that the loan to build 
fever sheds could not be expended in repairing the building formerly used as 
a school-house. 
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Mr. Deake, Temiiorary Inspector, to the Poor LA^v Com.missioxers: — 

Aof ewzSer 22, 184/. 

I ATTENDED the Weekly meeting of the Board of Guardians this day. 

It affords me much gratification to state tliat a:i imp/i’oved spirit is obsorvaljle 
at the Board, and that the Guardians are practically evincing a desire to 
su])port me in tlie execution of my duties. 

The Commissioners will perceive from the Minutes that the Board are 
gradually paying off their liabilities. The ruinous prices ^vhich they have been 
charged heretoibre renders it absolutely necessary to alter the system ; and tlie 
provisions, &c., are now jiurchased for ready money, which wiU make a con- 
siderable difference in the e.xpenditure. 

The workhouse at present is quite full. Numbers of applicants seek admis- 
sion, but it is deemed prudent not to overcrowd the house in its present state. 

Fever and dysentery still rage, both in the workhouse and the tJiiion ; but 
the establishment of the Temporary Fever Hospital v.-ill conduce most mate- 
rially to check the sjiread of these diseases. 

I have already communicated with the Commissioners in reference to tlie 
site for the hosiiital. 1 cannot too strongly recommend to tlie consi(leration of 
the Board the propriety of sanctioning the hospitr.l beuig established in a build- 
ing in every respect so eligible. Anticipating, however, that there may be some 
difficulties with the Commissioners of National Education on this matter, I 
have suggested to the Board of Guardians to api>oint a Committee for the pur- 
pose of choosing a site for the wooden building. This suggestion has been 
attended to, as will appear from the Minutes. 

The new rate-book for Roundstone electoral division was signed to-day, 
Lyder the collector, having resumed his duties. 

Flynn, the collector of Ballindoon, was also in attendance ; and the Guardians 
have told him that unless he makes a hotter progress in the collection ol the 
rate he is to be dismissed at the next meeting. 

The collector for Renvyle electoral division is still in fever. A new collector 
will be appointed in his place should he be imable to attend on Monday next. 
It is hut right to state that he is a very deserving officer, and has done his duty 
strictly heretofore. . . 

The collector for Clifden electoral division is giving me great satisfac tion ; 
and the Board of Guardians liave increased the rate ol liis poundage in couse- 
queuce of liis exertions. , ^ ... 

Dr. Suffield was appointed local treasurer at this day s meeting ; he is a 
gentleman in whom the Board has every confidence. 

The medical officer for the Temporary Fever Hospital has not been yet 

^Since the date of my last report (after the meeting of Board of Guardians) I 
have occupied myself, as the Commissioners are already awi^e, m makmg 
inquiries as to sites for the Fever Hospital, and also in investigating the qualifi- 
cations, &c., of the individuals appointed Relieving Officers. I arn, therefore, 
unable to continue to offer observations as to the state of distress m the more 
remote parts of the Union, my duties having obliged me to remain in Ciifden 

during the past week. . , i, r t l i.i. 

The Count Strzelecki has requested me to confer with Mr. Lynch, the 
Injector at Westport, in reference to his plan at present in operation for the 
feeding the children at the schools. I hope to be enabled to comply with 
the Count’s request in the course of the week- . , . . j t i j 

The condition of the children is very distressing in this Union ; and i woul^l 
hope that, their wants being provided for, their parents will make exertions to 
support themselves. In this view, the assistance to be afforded to children is 
mS important I have written very fully to Count Strzelecki on the subject. 



T 2 
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Clifden Union. Xhc PooE Law COMMISSIONERS to Mr. Deane, Temporary Inspector: 

Novemher 26, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to aclcnowledge the receipt of your i cport of the 
22nd instant, relating to the Clifden Union ; and in reference to the mode in 
which supplies are procured by the Board of Guardians ibr the maintenance 
of the workhouse, I am to request your attention to the 17th article of the 
General Regulations of the Commissioners, which directs that supplies of pro- 
visions and necessaries for the workhouse should be procured by contract 
tenders for the supply of such articles having been previously advertised for. * 

The Commissioners think it expedient that this course should not be departed 
from, except in pursuance of the proviso contained in the 22 nd article of the 
Regulations. 

As regards the number of persons seeking admission to the workhouse, the 
Commissioners recommend that steps should be taken by the Guardians for 
providing additional accommodation. The Guardians should make an entire 
revision of the inmates of the workhouse generally, with a view of dischargiuo- 
those who are not fit objects for sucli relief, or to whom out-door relief mio-ht 
properly be given under section 1 of 10 Vic., c. 31, and of making the work- 
house available to as great an extent as possible for the relief of the able-bodied 
applicants. 

The Commissioners also recommend that the Guardians should closely scru- 
tinize the cases of the children in the workhouse, with a view of ascertaining 
whether there are any receiving relief therein whose parents are not in the 
workhouse, or are at work out of the house; the relief of children without 
their parents, who are bound to maintain them, being at variance with the pro- 
visions of the Irish Poor Relief Acts, and likely to be attended with great 
abuse. ° 

With reference to the collection of the poor-rates, the Commissioners trust 
tJiat the continued attention of the Guardians will be directed to this important 
matter. ^ 



Gillway Union. 



Galway Union. 

Extract from Minutes of the Board of Guardians : 



-Octolcr 27, 1847, 



war Esi- Other Guardians: Lord 

\valIscourt, William Clancry, John Blakeiiey, James Coidaiid &c. 

, It was propped by John Blak^ney, seconded by James Copland. 

tt"- 1 ^ ^ several electoral divisions of 

this Lnioii which added to the present current rate will amount to 3s. in the 
pound on the Poor Law valuation of the Union 
An amendment was proposed by Lord Wallscourt, and seconded by William 

“ proportion to the number 

oi Its paupers. 

For the amendment . . 7 

Against it . . . .11 

The amendment was lost, and the original resolution carried without a 
possible rate-books ordered to be made out with as little delay as 



The Poor Law Commissionehs to the Boaud of Guardians 
Novemher% 1847. 

Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have had under consideration the resolution of the Board of Guar- 
dians of Galway Union, of the 27th ultimo, to the effect, that a rate should be 
struck on the several electoral divisions of the Union, which added to the 
present current rate, would amount to 35 . in the pound on the Poor Law 
valuation. 

considering the accompanying instructions from the Lords Commissioners 
01 Her Majesty’s Treasury, the Commissioners are of opinion, that the course 
proposed by the Guardians, in reference to Galway electoral division, does 
not satisfy the requirements of those instructions. 
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The rate which the Guardians are now about to make, ought to amount to 
3s. in the pound, including the arrears of the old rate. The course which the 
Guardians actually propose, is, that the rate in Galway division should amount 
to 3s. in the pound, including the original amount of the old rate, and the 
effect is, that the rate which the Guardians now proceed to levy, would not 
exceed altogether 2s. Sjc?. in the pound, being Is. additional rate, and Is. 
for arrears. 

The Commissioners therefore request the Guardians to alter their rate in 
Galway electoral division, so that the new rate, including the arrears of the 
old rate, should amount to 3s. in the pound. 



Extract from Minutes of the Board of Gu.\rdians : — November 3, 1 847. 

Present, in the Chair. Robert Bodkin. Fifteen other Guardians present. 

Read a letter from the Poor Law Commissioner, requesting the Guardians 
to change the rate in the Galway electoral division, so that, including the 
arreai’s, it should amount to 3s. in the pound instead of 2s. 

Resolved, That the Galway rate-books being now completed at Is. in the 
pound, and as any increase in the poundage would require the preparation of 
new books, we are unanimously of opinion, that such a delay would not only 
much embarrass, but perhaps completely obstruct the collection of tlie rate; we 
therefore earnestly request the Poor Law Commissioners to allow us to postpone 
the additional 5|rf. now required, untd the striking of the next rate. 



Captain Hell-ird, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners: — 
November 4, 1847. 

With reference to your letter of the 2nd instant, addressed to the clerk 
of this Union, calling upon the Guardians to add an additional sum of 5|d. in 
the pound upon the rate lately struck for the electoral division of the county 
of the tovm of Galway, I have the honour to acquaint yon that the books for 
the 3s. rate struck on the 27th ultimo being nearly complete for proceeding 
with the collection thereof, the Guardians, at their meeting yesterday, resolved 
to add the sum in question to their next rate, in order that the collection of 
the 3s. rate, now so far progi’essed with, should not be retarded by waiting for 
a supply of other books, which appears to me so reasonable, that I cannot but 
fully concur with them, and submit their resolution for your favourable con- 
sideration. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians: — 
November 9, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland direct me to state, in reference to the resolution of the Board 
of Guardians of Galway Union of the 3rd instant, requesting the Commis- 
sioners to allow the Guardians to postpone the required addition of 5%d. to the 
new rate on Galway electoral division until the striking of the next rate, that 
in order to prevent delay at a period when the collection of the rate ought to 
be pressed forward, the Commissioners will not raise any further objection to 
the proposed rate in the Galway electoral division, it being xmderstood, that 
the Guardians, in accordance with their resolution, will include in their next 
rate the 5|<i. in the pound which heis now been omitted. 



Captain Hellard to the Poor Law Commissioners : — November 11, 1847. 

The rate-books of this Union were si^ed yesterday by the Board of 
Guardians, after meeting considerable opposition from Nicholas Lynch, Esq., 
J.P. and D.L., on the ground of his property at Bama being overrated. 

He put a resolution to the Board, which was carried against liimi when 
Pati-ick Martin, the collector for the county of the town, placed in the hands 
of the chairman a deposition, setting forth that on the 4th instant, after seizing 
seven cows from the lands of the gentleman in question for payment of his 
poor’s-rate, they w'ere taken from him by force, which Mr. Lynch endea- 
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GaJw-ay Union, voured to explain ; it, however, turned out tliat the collector had improperly 
taken a bill for the amount due, wliicli, not being negotiable, was returned, aud 
the seizure consequently made. The rate has since been paid ; but, nevertheless, 
it is my duty to make you acquainted with these circumstances, as Mr. Lynch 
puljlidy stated, that in the event of the present rate being called ibr, it would 
meet considerable opposition in its collection. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Captain Hellard : — Nove7nier 12, 1847. 



I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 
ilth instant relating to the signature of tlie book lor the new rate in the 
Claddagh ward of the Galw'ay electoral division of tlie Galway Union, and the 
objection raised by Mr. Nicholas Lynch on account of the valuation whicli has 
been made on his property. 

Ill reference thereto, I am to state that the objection raised by Mr. Lynch 
w'ould have formed no valid ground of delay in signing the rate-book, and that 
it is oxien to Mr. Lynch to appeal against the valuation of liis property, or the 
amount at which he is assessed in the rate, if he feels aggrieved by it. In 
the meantime, however, the payment of the rate may, in pursuance of the 
noth section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, be enforced, notwithstanding any 
objection to the rate or any appeal against it. 

A copy of a letter which the Commissioners have received from Mr. Lynch, 
together with a cojiy of the Commissioners’ reply, is enclosed herewith lor 
your information. 

The depositions referred to in your report are not adverted to in tlie 
Guardians’ minutes or elsewhere ; but the Commissioners will be glad to be 
furnished with copies of the depositions, and request tliat you ivill olitain and 
forward them. 

Enclosukks. 

Gentl-emek, Barna, Novemhor 10, 1847. 

I THIS day aitended as a Guardian at Poor Law meetiug in Galway, and to my sur- 
prise found they were going to sign the books for a uew rate, although I had on the 7lh of last 
month served a notice on the chairman requiring a revision of the valuation, and no such re- 
vision had been appointed. I this day objected to the signing of the books until such revision 
should take place. Nevertheless the books were signed. I possess, I believe, one of the 
largest, if not tlie largest perhaps, in the torni or county of the town of Galway, and I believe 
am returned by the largest constituency— that’s by the Claddagh Ward. The valuation on rny 
property IS . Instance in many others, I believe, equally so. Is it possible, 

therefore that the Commissioners -will allow of any technical mistake whicli this day was stated, 
that I had not on the 27th instant any resolution in writing, although I had given the chaii-man 
notice m wrmn|of my requiring revision of the valuation. If you allow this I will not be 
answerable lor the consequences, as the collector will have to require by the present i-ate of \s. 
mtlie pound I 5 , Gd., and in some instances 2 s. in the pound, for the mistakes, aud way in which 
It was over-rated by the present valuator. 



To the Poor Laxe Commissioners. 



I am, &c. 

N.. Lynch. 



^ Poor Laxc Commission Office, Dublin, 

^ November 12, 1847. 

_ I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief ofthe Poor 

in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the lOth instant, relatincr to the objec- 
tiOE which you raised to t^ signature of the book for the new rate in the Claddagh Ward of 
valu^io electoral division of the Galway Union, in consequence of some error in the 

In reply, I am to state that the Commissioners are of opinion that the Guardians ac^ed 
coriectly m declining to defer the signature of the rate-book, notwithstanding the alleged errors 
in e valuation, the more especially as the law has provided for an appeal against the rate by 
any party who may feel himself aggrieved by tlie rate made upon him. 

, appeal, however, the payment of the rate may, under the 110 th section of 

e rish Roor Kelief Act, be enforced if necessary; and the Commissioners trust -that you 
your aid at such a critical period, in rendering the assistance in your power 
U^^^ execution of the law in the speedy and universal collection of the rate in Galway 

NKhclas Lgtxh, Barm, Galway. *wf ’&ANLE 1 !, Secretary. 
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Captain Hellard to the Poor Law Commissioners: — November 12, 1S47. Galway Union. 

^ In reporting upon the state of the Union, I do myself the honour to 
aeq^uahit you, with reference to the workhouse, that until the paupers are 
properly supplied with clothing, it is quite impossible to have that order and 
regularity w'hich it is my particular wish to see observed in this establisliment ; 
nor can anything like regular occupation for the inmates be established until 
they are classified and placed in divisions under a proper superintendence of 
ward-masters and steady men selected for this liighly important duty ; this 
system once regulated, I hope to see something like labour obtained within 
the waUs. On Tuesday the house contained 1081 paupers, and upon my close 
inspection of every part of it yesterday, and looking over the books, it appeared 
154 had been admitted on the following day, thus leaving a total numljer of 
1235 now accommodated. The Guardians are using their best endeavours to 
obtain separate accommodation for the children, and removing the whole of the 
sick to the adjoining premises at their lodge, and they appear altogether avei*se 
to any out-door relief even for the aged. 

The Union generally will, I fear, be found in a, very distressed state as the 
season closes, more particularly in the county of the town, as nimibers are daily 
arriving from the rural districts, and taking up their abode under the impression 
that large public works are to be commenced. 



The Poor Law Commissio.neks to Cap>tain Hellard : — November 13, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your report of 12th 
instant, relating to the state of the Galway Union ; and in reference thereto, I 
am to request that you will press on the Board of Guardians the necessity for 
providing an ample supply of additional clothing and bedding without delay. 

I am at the same time to observe that the Commissioners concur with the 
Guardians in the sound policy of providing means of limiting relief to the 
workhouse as far as practicable, consistently with the healthy condition of the 
nmates. 



Captain Hellard to the Poor Law Commissioners: — November 15, 1847. 

In obedience to your order of the 12th instant, I beg leave to forward 
copies of the several depositions therein called for; and in doing so acquaint Martin Lydon. 
you that the several parties named on the margin, who w'ere concerned in 
rescuing the seven cows belonging to Nicholas Lynch, Esq., J.P. and D.L., p.-in-icu Falwrty. 
were examined before a Board of sworn magistrates on the 12th instant, and Faherty. 

are under bail to appear at the next quarter sessions, on which occasion (I am ^ 
infoimed) the whole bench declares their determination to afford the col- 
lector, Patrick Martin, every assistance in their power to enforce the collection 
of the poor-rate. 

Enclosures. 

County of the Towq of Galway 1 The information of Patrick Martin, of Upper Dangan, in the 
to wit. [parish of Rahoon, and county of the town of Galway, taken 

before me, John B. Keman, Esq., one of Her Majesty’s justices of the peace, in and for the 
said town and county. Informant being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists and examined, 
saith, that I am collector of poor-rate for the Galway electoral dmsion of the Galway Union ; 
and that on this day, Thursday the 4th day of November, 1847, 1 seized seven cows for poor- 
rate, due by Nicbolas Lynch, Esq., at Barna ; and on my bringing said seven cows to Galway, 
for the purpose of impounding them, I was followed on the road by a lar^e number of persons, 
who, with sticks and stones, forcibly and violently rescued the said cows from my custody at 
Knockiiacarra, in the county of the town of Galway. Informant further saith, that from the 
violence manifested towards me on said occasion, and the disposition evinced bythe[people 
generally not to pay the poor-rates, it is quite useless for me to attempt the coll^ion of the 
rate unless I am protected by a military or police force. 

Sworn and acknowledged before us, at Galway, this 4th day of November, 1847. 

J. B. Kernan. 

Patrick Martin. 

Thomas J. Reid, 

Clerk, Petty Sessions. 
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Galway Union. 



County of the Town of Galway, | The joint information of John Toole, of Bohcrmorc, in the 
i 0 loit, /parish of Saint Nicholas, and comity of the town of Galway, 

and Martin MoUoy of Rahoon, in the parish of Rahoon, and county of the town of Galway, 
taken before me, John B. Keriian, Esq., one of Her Majesty’s justices of the peace in and for 
said town and county. Informant being duly sworn on tlio Holy Evangelista, and examined. 
Informant, John Toole, sailh, that on this day I accompanied Mr. Patrick Martin, collector of 
poor-mte, for the puipose of levying a poor-rate clue on the properly of Nicholas Lynch, Esq,, 
of Barna, in the said county, and on arriving on the said lauds, the said Patrick Martin seized 
seven cows, the property of the said Nicholas Lynch, and while I was in the act of aiding and 
assisting the said Patrick Martin, I was forcibly and violently dragged by Martin Lydon of 
Cappa, who threatened in a most violent manner, if I did not desist, to assault mo. InCormaiit 
Martin Molloy, saith, I was also present at the time of making said distress, when I was 
assaulted by Barbara Faherty, of Ballyvoiieen, who gave me a blow of a stone on the hand, 
and I was also threatened by Martin Feeney, of Cappa, and I also scon^ Putt. Faherty and 
Catherine Faherty of Ballyvoueen, and John Claherty, of Shanballyduff, aiding and assisting 
in rescuing said cows, with several other persons as yet unknown. 

Sworn and acknowledged before me at Galway this 4th day of November, 1847. 

J. B. Kernan. 



John Toole. 
Martin Molloy. 



Thomas J. Reid, 

Clcrh, Petty Sessions. 



Informant bound in £. to prosecute at the next 

Galway, in and for said town and county. 



to be held at 



County of the Town of Galway,! The information of Patrick Martin, of Upper Dangan, in 
to wit. ^the county of the town of Galway, collector of poor-rate for 

the Galway electoral division of the Galway Union, who being duly sworn on tho Holy Evan- 
gelists, and examined, saith, that on the 26lh tlay of October, 1847, I seized two horses for 
poor-rate due upon the lands of Poulnaroma, in tho county of tho town of Galway; and after 
seizing said hor-ses, I left them in charge to James Toole, Richard Gunning, Patrick O’Neil, 
and Peter Murphy, who were aiding and assisting me in making said distress. Informant 
saith, that immediately after the said two horses so seized wore forcibly and violently re-scued 
from the custody of the aforesaid Janies Toole, Richard Gunning, Patrick O’Neil, and Peter 
Murphy, by a large mob of persons (as Informant verily believes). Informant further saith, 
that he verily believes that it will be impossible for him to collect the poor-rate in tho suburbs of 
the town of Galway, without the aid of a military or police force. 

Sworn before me this 4th day of November, 1847, at Galway, in the county of tho town of 
Galway. 

T T> w . fa Justice of tho Peace hi and 
J.B.KEMiNj f„,aicUomly. 

Patrick Martin. 



Thomas J. Reid, 

Clcrh, Potty Sessiojis. 



County of the Town of Galway.l The joint information of James Toole, of Middle-street, 
to wit. /Richard Gunning, of Buttermilk-lane, both in tho parish of 

St. Nicholas, and county of the town of Galway, and Patrick O’Neil of Henry-street, and 
Peter Murphy, of Thonatruckey, both in the parish of Rahoon, and county aforesaid, who 
being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists and examined, saith : — That on tho 26lh day of 
October, 1847, we were left in charge of two horses seized by Mr. Patrick Martin, collector 
of poor rate for the Galway electoral division of the Galway Union, for poor rates duo upon 
the lands of Poulnaroma, in the said county of the town of Galway ; and immediatoly after a 
large mob of pereons assembled, and in a most violent manner drove off said horses from the 
place wliere they were seized. Informants further saith that they were in dread and fear of 
their lives, if they pereisted in the keeping of the said horses, from the violence of the party so 
assembled. 

Informant, Peter Murphy, saith, that he was assaulted by a woman (whose name is unknown 
to him), who held a stone in her hand, and by which stone said woman gave me a blow on the 
back of the head. 

Informant, James Toole, saith, that I was also assaulted by a woman, whose name is 
unknown to me, hut who in a most violent manner pressed said stone to my jaw. 

Sworn before me at Galway, this 4th day of November, 1847. 

J. B. Kernan. 

James Toole. 

Patrick O’Neil. 

Richard Gunning. 

Peter Murphy. 

Thomas J. Reid, 

Clerh, Petty Sessions. 
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County of the Town of Galway,! The information of Patrick Martin, of Upper Dangan, in 
to viit. /the parish of Hahoon,iothe county of the town of Galway, who 

being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, and examined, saith : — That I am collector of poor 
rate for the Galway electoral division of the Galway Union; that on Friday the 5th day of 
November install, I seized 22 sheep on the lands of Rahilen Glebe, in the said county, for 
poor rate due thereon. Immediately after, the said sheep were forcibly and violently rescued 
from my custody, at said place, by William Conneely, of Ballybane More, and Keane, the 
maid-servant of Richard Lynch, of said place, and Kimiemore, the wife of Peter Kinne- 

more, of Rahalin aforesaid, who were aided and assisted by several other persons unknown to 
me, some of whom pelted me and my assistant violently with stones, and used most violent 
threats towards us, in consequence of which we were obliged to abandon said distress. Saith, 
that on same day I seized about 50 sheep on the lands of Ballybritt, in said county, for poor 
rate due thereon, by George D. Commins, Esq-, which, sheep I was obliged to abandon, in con- 
sequence of the violence and resistance offered to myself and my assistant, by Patt Connor and 
Timothy Connor, both of Ballybritt aforesaid. That said Patt Connor then and there struck me 
violently with a stone on the back, from the effects of which I still feel extremely unwell. My 
assistant, James Toole, was also struck and knocked down by the said Patt Connor. Saith, 
that in different districts of the county of the town of Galway, I have, within the last week or 
ten days, and even on said day, made seizures for poor rate, and that in every instance the 
greatest resistance and violence were exhibited towards me, so much so,' that in no case could I 
succeed in collecting the rate, or removing the distress. That this violence and resistance were 
not confined to one or two localities, but were general throughout the rural parts of the said 
county of the town of Galway, both east and west; and I now swear that it is my firm con- 
viction and belief that no person can with safety to his life, even attempt the collection of said 
mte, much less to collect it, unless such person shall have the protection of a suffioient military 
or police force; and I make this information from personal observations of the violence and 
determination manifested generally, by the country people, against the payment of the poor 
rate, moi'e particularly within the last week or ten days. 

Sworn before me at Galway, this lOth day of November, 1847. 

Henrv Comerford, J. P. 



Pat. Mai'tin. 

I certify this to be a true copy. 

Thomas J. Reid, 

Clerk to the Magistrates of Galway. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Captain Hellard : — Novemler 27, 1847. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 
1.5th instant, transmitting the depositions of Mr. Patrick Martin, collector of 
poor-rates and otliers, relating to the rescue of cattle seized for non-payment 
of poor-rate in the Galway Union : and I am to transmit herewith for your 
information, a copy of a letter which the Commissioners have addressed to the 
Under Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant on tlie subject. 

Enclosure. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, November 24, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland to forwajd herewith, for the information of his Excellency, the Lord Lieutenant, a 
copy of depositions of Mr. Patrick M artin, collector of poor-rate in the Galway Union, relating 
to an assault committed upon him when in discharge of his duty, and the rescue of cattle seized 
by him for non-payment of poor-rate. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to submit, for the information of his Extel- 
lency, the necessity of directing the attention of the magistrates to the propriety of affording 
protection to collectors of poor-rate, in cases where statements have been made on oath, of the 
danger to which such persons are now exposed in the execution of their duty. 

I have, &c. 

T. N. Medington, Esq., W. Stanley, Secretary. 

^c. 

Scariff Union: — Financial State of the Union, and Dissolution of Board of 
Guardians. 

Memoriai. from Guardians of tbe Union to bis Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant. 

To his Excellency Earl of Clarendon, Lord Lieutenant General and 
General Governor of Ireland. 

The memorial of the Chairman and undersigned Guardians of the Scariff 
Union 
Sheweth - 

That the Union labours under such pecuniary embarrassments that the Board 



Galway Union 



Seaviff Unioi 
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ScarifF Union. 



of Guardians are no longer able to raise funds to support tbe paupers in the 
workhouse. . « 

That the sheriff of the county of Clare is at this tune m legal possession of 
the effects in the workhouse. 

That the debt of the Union at this time amounts to 5385^. 155., and that the 
house is at this moment suxiplied with meal on credit at 35/. per cent, above 
the market price. 

That your memorialists attribute the embarrassments of the house to a senes 
of causes, which have arisen from the house having been first opened by order 
of the Commissioners before any funds had been collected for its support, and 
by the neglect of the Commissioners to enforce upon the Board of Guardians 
in each of the years subsequent to its opening the laying on and collection of 
rates sufficient for its maintenance, and from the difficulty which has lately 
existed in the collection of the rates by the extreme distress of the country. 

That your memorialists, as individuals, cannot charge themselves with having 
been parties to this neglect, and they trust that your Excellency will he iileased 
to depute some persons to examine into the present state and past management 
of the workhouse. 



J. S. Purdon, D.L., Chairman. 
James Molony, D.L. 

Ralph Brady, J.P. 

Jolm Knockley, J.P. 

Ralph Westropp, J.P. 

Denis Purcell. 

Maurice O’Connell, J.P. 
Edmund Burke. 

J. M. Sampson, M.D. 

Patt Hogan. 

Michael Little. 

Natt Turner. 

Michael D. Ragan. 



Jeremiah Kirby. 

John Hogan. 

Michael Page. 

John Callaghan. 

Daniel Canning. 

Patt Magennis. 

James Pepper. 

Michael Moloney. 

Denis M'Namara. 

Patt Sullivan. 

William Moloney. 

Matt. Bidden, Vice-Chairman. 
John Cooney. 



The Poor L.\w Commissioners to Mr. Redington: — August 24, 1847. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under their consideration the 
memorial which the Guardians of Scariff Union have forwarded to his Excel- 
lency the Lord Lieutenant, setting forth the embarrassments of the Union, and 
making a statement of the causes of those embarrassments ; and in compliance 
v/ith Uie request of his Excellency, the Commissioners have to report as 
follows on the statements contained in the memorial of the Guardians : — 

The finances of Scariff Union are undoubtedly in a very unsatisfactory state 5 
the net annual value of the Union is 44,609/., the population is 53,568, and the 
debts of the Board of Guardians on the 1 st of last July were 5004/. 

The real cause of the financial difficulties of the Union is that the Board of 
Guardians, whose special duty it is to make and collect rates, have neglected 
to make and collect rates of a sufficient amount. 

The causes assigned by the Guardians are, 1st, that the worldioi^e was 
opened by order of the Poor Law Commissioners before any funds had. been 
collected ; 2ndly, that the Commissioners neglected to enforce upon the 
Guardians the collecting of sufficient rates ; and 3rdly, the difficulty which 
has lately existed in the collection of rates, from the distress of the country. 

In regard to these cai^es, the Commissioners desire to observe, that the two 
first only are contained in the copy of the memorial which is contained in the 
Guardians’ Minutes, and on looking at the original (which the Commissioners 
herewith return), it will be seen that the statement respecting the distress of 
the country is in a different handwriting from the rest of the memorial, and 
was manifestly an afterthought. In fact, the Commissioners do not feel sure 
that it was not inserted in the document after all the signatures had been 
attached to it 

With regard to the assertion respecting the opening of the workhouse, the 
Commissioners have to make the following statement : — 

The workhouse of the Union was opened as far back as in the month of May 
1842, that is to say,, more than five years ago. Now, from tlie introduction of 
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Irish Poor Law to the present time, the average annual rate of collection has 
been only 7\d. per pound, and the highest rate ever made on the Union has not 
exceeded the small amomit of I 5 . Zd. in the pound, although on one occasion,, 
in one electoral division, there was a rate of I 5 . per pound. But as the 
Guardians previously to the late distress could at any time, by a moderate- 
increase of the poundage, have relieved themselves from their debts, it seems, 
unreasonable to endeavour to attach importance to the supposed premature 
opening of the workhouse in 1842. 

The Commissioners will add that, on referring to the documents in this office 
of the period adverted to, the Commissioners find that tlie workhouse was. 
declared fit for the reception of paupers on the 1st of October, 1841, and that the 
first rate of 5d in the pound was made on the 8th of February, 1842. As the 
workhouse was not open for the reception of paupers till three months after- 
wards (namely, the 1 1th of May in the same year), it appears to have been the 
fault of the Guardians if they had not by that time adequate funds in their 
treasurer’s hands. The Commissioners are not certain what were the precise 
views of the Commissioners in 1842 ; but it is not improbable that the Commis- 
sioners thought that if the workhouse was not to he opened till the Guardians 
had funds, the opening of the workhouse might be inconveniently postponed to 
a distant day. 

With regard to the second cause assigned for the financial difficulties of the 
Union (namely, that the Commissioners neglected to enforce upon the Guardips 
sufficient rates), the Commissioners have to observe that the duty of making 
and collecting rates, and of appointing rate collectors, is vested by law exclusively 
in the Guardians, and not in the Commissioners ; and that the Guardians cannot 
ill any way shift from themselves their responsibility in thk respect. 

Sti'il the Commissioners have not been altogether inattentive to^the financial 
circumstances of Scariff Union ; and they proceed to show that the present em- 
barrassments are mainly owing to the omission of the Guardians to collect 
i*at 03 during the last 17 months *, and the Guardians certainly cannot complain, 
with truth, that the Commissioners have neglected to urge them during that 
period to collect rates. 

From the annexed tabular statement marked A, it will be seen that on the 
25tli of March, 1846, the total excess of expenditure over income in Scariff 
Union, from the commencement of the Union, was only 4.0U, while the receipts 
during- the half-year ended on that day exceeded the expenditure by 439Z.' 
There was nothing, therefore, in the state of the Union funds to call for parti- 
cular remark at that time. The Guardians had only to persevere during the 
following half-year in the course which they had pursued during the previous 
half-year, and the Union would be out of debt. 

During the following half-year, however, the Guardians omitted to collect 
a sufficient amount of rates ; and their expenditure exceeded their receipts by 
1034/., so that their total excess of expenditure over the receipts amounted 

to 1435/. , ~ •ivTT • 

Now in the course of this half-year, the Commissioners sent to bcaxitt Unio^ 
as well as to other Unions in Ireland, a copy of the subjoined circular, and if the 
Guardians had simply acted upon the contents of that document (B.), and had 
vigorously collected the rates, they might, without material difficulty, have 
extricated themselves from all their embarrassments. 

Since the date of that circular the Commissioners have had frequent commu- 
nications -with the Guardians, respecting the collection of the rat^, by letter, 
and the Commissioners transmit herewith a copy of their correspondence with 
the Guardians on the subject (C.). In fact the Commissioners: are unable to 
point out what more they could have reasonably done, unless they had dissolved 

the Board of Guardians. , ^ . 1 t. 

This is an extreme measure, to which the Commissioners always have 
recourse with reluctance ; but still the Commissioners do not feel certain that it 

will not become necessary in Scariff Union. . r. tt • 

With respect to the statement respecting distress m_ Scariff Union, Wie 
Commissioners do not deny its existence during the last 17 months ; and ti^ 
undoubtedly has rendered the collection oi the rates more difficult than would 
otherwise have been the case. Still the Commissioners have to observe that 
distress appears likewise to have existed m the adjoining Umon of Ennis , and 
yet in Ennis Union on the 1st ultimo the net amount of money remaining to 



Scariff Union.' 
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Soariff Union, the credit of the Ennis Guardians, after deducting their liabilities, was no less 
than 625/., while, at the same time, the debts of the Scariff Union, after de- 
ducting the balance in the treasurer’s hands, were as much as 5004/. 

Again, during the seven past months of the present year, the Ennis Guardians 
have collected 5057/., wliile the Scariff Guardians during the same period have 
collected less than one-sixth of that amount, viz., only 803/., a difference far 
gi-eater than can be accounted for by the greater net annual value and wealth 
of Emiis Union. 

Now, the Commissioners are unable to avoid the conclusion, that this differ- 
ence between the financial condition of the Scariff and Ennis Board of Guar- 
dians arises mainly from the circumstance that the Ennis Guardians have 
performed their duty in the collection of a sufficient amount of rates, while that 
duty has been neglected by the Scariff Board of Guardians. 



ENCLOSUaES. 



(A .) — Scariff Union . — Statement of Expenditure and Receipts during each Half Year, since the 
commencement, as contained in the Abstracts of the audit of Accounts of the Union. 



Half Year. 


Amount 
uncollected at 
commence- 
ment of Half 
Year. 


Amount of 
Kev Rate made 
in the Half Year. 


Total 
available 
Rate in 
the 

Half Year. 


Amount 
collected 
in the 
Half Year. 

1 


Amount 
of Rxpeu- 
dituru in 
the 

HalfYear. 


Excess of 
Half Year’s 
Expendi- 
ture over 
Half Year’s 
Receipts. 


Excess of 
Half Year’s 
Receipts 

HalfY^r's 

Expendi- 

ture. 


Excess of 
Total Expen- 
diture from 
commencement 
over Total 
Amount collect- 
ed to the close 
of each 
Half Year. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 




937 

(Rate made 8 
Feb. 1842.') 


937 

(First rata.) 


937 


604* 


2,147 


1,543 




1,543 


23 Mar. 1843 . 


286 


2,871 

(Ilnte 9 Nov. 1842.) 


3,157 


264 


715 


451 




1,994 


29 Sent. 1 , • 


2,893 


2,893 


447 


337 




110 


1,885 


25 Mar. 1844 . 


2,446 




2,446 


1,880 


335 




1,646 


340 


29 Sept. ,, . 


566 




566 


265 


477 


212 




552 


25 Mar. 1845 . 


301 


936 

(Date 26 Nov. 1844.) 


. 1,237 


450 


545 


93 




647 


29 Sept. ,, . 


758 


1,873 

(Date 16 Sept. 1845.) 


2,631 


466 


659 


193 




840 


25Ma'.184G . 


2,062 


2,062 


1,248 


809 




439 


401 


29 Sept. , , . 


686 


1,873 

(Date 8 Se^t. 1846.); 
(Date 10 Jan. 1847.) 


2,559 


' 411 


1,445 


1,034 




1,435 


25 Mar. 1847 . 


2,148 


4,021 


762 


i 2,662 

1 


1,900 




3,335 



* Collected from 8 February to 29 September. 



(B.) 

Poor Law Commission Offko, Dublin, 

SiR» _ September 10, 184S. 

Advertino to the information received from the Board of Guardians regarding the 
state of the potato crop in the Scariff Union, I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners 
to express their deep regret that the report of the Guardians is to so great an extent 
unfavourable. 

The Commissioners anticipate, in consequence hereof, a great increase of poverty and dis- 
tress among the labouring population of the Union, and it is their earnest wish that those 
means of affording relief which the law has placed at the disposal of the Guardians should be 
made available to the utmost practicable extent. 

They recommend, therefore, that the Guardians should promptly bring under review the 
subject of their contracts for provisions and other supplies, the present state of their stocks of 
bedding and clothing, and the general state of their finances, so as to be prepared in due time 
for any accession to the number of inmates which the present circumstances of the Union 
render probable. 

In making such preparations, the Commissioners urgently advise and call upon the 
Guardians to base the estimates for their financial and other arrangements on the assumption 
that the whole accommodation which the workhouse affords will be placed in requisition, during 
a considerable period, commencing from the close of the present autumn. The means of relief 
placed at the disposal of the Guardians being limited, it will be a source of satisfaction hei-e- 
after, both to the pnblic and to the Guardians themselves, if nothing be left undone to make 
the utmost use of those means, so far as they may be found necessary; especially in the relief 
of the prraary objects of the Irish Poor Law — aged^ infirm, or otherwise disabled persons, to 
whose relief the recent measures of Parliament, enacted for the employment of labour, apply 
only in an indirect manner, and who may, therefore, be expected to form the class most liable 
to destitution, in consequence of the present calamity. 

What number of inmates may be safely and properly accommodated in each department of 
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the workhouse is a question upon which the Guardians will not fail to consult their medical 
officer, from time to time, as occasion may require. 

With reference to any change in the workhouse dietary which maybecoine desii’ahle through 
ailure of a supply of sound potatoes, tlie Commissioners call the attention of the Guardians to 
their sealed order of the 27th October last, which remains in full force, authorizing such 
departure from the prescribed form of dietary as to the Guardians, subject to the approval of 
the Commissioners, shall seem fit and expedient. 

The Assistant Commissioner in superintendence of the Union is speciallyinstructcd to afford 
the Guardians, on this occasion, all the assistance and co-opera‘.ion it may be in his power to give. 

I am, Sir, &c., 

B. Banks, Clerk, First Class. 



(C.) 



Correspondence referred to in Letter to Mr. Redington. 



Gentlemen, Scariff Union, November 19, 1846. 

I AM directed hy the Board of Guardians of this Union, at their meeting held on the 
] 7th instant, to call your attention to the slate of this workhouse with regard to supplies for the 
numerous inmates now receiving relief within its walls. 

I beg leave to state that no oatmeal can be purchased in this part of the country; or, if it 
were within their reach, there are no available funds to purchase it. At this moment we have 
741 paupers in the workhouse, and our stock of oatmeal will be consumed before 10 days 
expire. The Guardians are anxious to carry out the law to it.s fullest extent, and are desirous 
of being informed how they will proceed to raise funds to continue relief. Unless some means 
are devised by the Commi^ioners, the house must be closed, and the unfortunate paupers 
thrown on the world. In the present state of society, such an alternative must be shocking to 
contemplate. I fear it must be realized, unless your interposition meets such an emergency. 

I have, &c., 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Martin Hennesst, Clerk. 

Sfc. §-c. ^c. 



ScHi'iff Union. 



Poor Law Commission Office, DvMin, 

Sib, November 20, 1846. 

The Poor Law Commissioners liave had under their consideration yonr letter of the 
19th instant, drawing their attention to the subject of the difficulty which the Guardians of the 
Scariff Union apprehend in consequence of tlie scardty of oatmeal in that part of the countiy, 
and the embarrassed state of the funds of the Union. 

In reply, I am directed to state that the Commissioners are unable to point out to the 
Guardians any other mode of obtaining funds for the relief of the destitute poor than the powers 
given to the Guardians and their officers of making and collecting rates for that purpose. 

In reference to the statement contained in your letter, that oatmeal cannot he purchased in 
the district, the Commissioners have communicated this fact to Commissary-General Sir R. 
Routh ; but the Commissioners cannot state what is likely to be the result of their cornmuui- 
cation to him on that subject, or whether any assistance can be afforded by him to the district, 

I have, &e.. 

The Clerk to tlw Guardians of the A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Scariff Utuou. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Duhlin, 

SiB, November 20, 1846. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forward herewith, for the information 
of Sir Randolph Routh, a copy of a communication which they have this day received from 
the Clerk to the Board of Guardians of the Scariff Union, together with a copy of the Com- 
missioners' reply, relating to the scarcity of oatmeal ia the district. 

I have, &c. 

William Stanley, Esq., A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Commissariat Belief Office, Dublin Castle. 



gJJ^^ Ennis, November 28, 1846. 

We duly received your letter of the 9th instant, and since then have not had any coni- 
munication from the Board of Guardians of the Scariff Union. 

We should not have troubled the Commissioners on the subject of our claim, did we not 
conceive the pecuniary affairs of the Union were legitimate objects of their attention. 

To this date no money has been lodged with the bankers of the Union, and we really do not 
know what we are to do under the circumstances. 

We are, &c. 

The Chief Clerk to the Poor Law Com- ' J. Bannattne and Son, 

missioners, Dublin- 



X 
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Poor Law Commission Office, Duhlin, 

Sib, Deccmhor 7, 1846. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissionei^ to forward to you, to be laid before the 
Board of Guardians of the ScarifF Union, the enclosed copy of a letter which they have re- 
ceived from Messrs. Bannatyne and Son; and I am to request the attention of the Board of 
Guardians to the importance of having the new rate immediately put in course of collection; 
the Commissioners had hoped that this would have been done long since. 

I have, &c. 

The Clerk to the Guardians of the C. WALMiSLEY,/c?r Chief Clerk. 

Scariff Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, DuUin, 

Gentlemen, December 7, 1846. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 28th ultimo, and to inform you that they have again addressed the Board of 
Guardians of the Scariff Union, urging upon them the importance of immediately putting the 
new rate in course of collection, which the Commissioners had hoped would have been done 
long since, a considerable time having elapsed since the Barony Cess Collector was appointed. 

I have, &c. 

Messrs. Bannatyne and Son, C. WALMisLEY,ybr Chif Clerk. 

Ennis. 



Extkact from Guardians’ Minutes ; — January 19, 1847. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, 

The financial embarrassments of the Scariff Union are such, that we are under the ne- 
cessity of applying to you for your sanction to allow interest to the Provincial Bank on such 
sums as they may be disposed to advance to us on the credit of the Union, the Government 
having refused to lend money on the security of the j-ates, and the auditor having refused to 
allow interest to be charged in the accounts. 

The Board of Guardians are deprived of all means of providing food and necessaries for the 
inmates, and of making such arrangements as are requisite for carrying on the business of the 
House. The Commissioners must be aware that cheques to a very large amount are in circu- 
lation, and as many of those may have been lodged with tlie treasurer of the Provincial Bank, 
as secuiities for advances of money, the Bank would apply the first receipts from the collectors 
to {the liquidation of those cheques ; and that thus tlie Guardians might, for a long time, bo 
deprived of any means of meeting the current esenses of the establishment, unless some 
general arrangements can be made to relieve our embarrassments. Tn fact, at this very 
moment, there is no meal in the House to supply a breakfast to the inmates on to-morrow 
morning, and the gentleman who has hitherto supplied the. house has just left the Board-room, 
declaring that he would not supply any more meal, until he had been paid the debt now due 
to him. 

Hoping for an early and favourable answer, 

We have, &c. 

The Guardians of the Scariff Union. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Duhliii, 
January 22, 1847. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them the letter of the Board of Guar- 
dians, of the Scariff Union, on the 19th instant, relative to the pecuniary embarrassments of 
the Union, and requesting the Commissioners to sanction the allowance of interest on such 
sums as the Pro^ncial Bank may be disposed to advance on the credit of the Union funds. 

The Commissioners are deeply concerned at.the destitution prevailing in the ScariflT Union, 
and at its pecuniary difficulties ; but they trust the Guardians will use all their exertions to 
provide for the present emergency. If a personal guarantee be given to the treasurer for the 
payment of interest for money advanced, he will probably make a loan to the Guardians, beino- 
ce^n that the loan will be repaid to him, as all the Union funds pass through his hands. * 
The guarantee for interest only would not involve any great personal liability. The interest 
for 10007., even for a year, at 57. per cent., would not be more than 507. ; and the Commis- 
sioners presume that a considerable amount of rate will have been collected before so large a 
sum as 10007. can have been required for the clothing and maintenance of the paupers. 

The payment from the poor-rates, of interest for money borrowed to defray the current 
^penses of the Union, is undoubtedly illegal ; but the Commissioners desire to suggest to the 
Board of Guardians, whether the comparatively trifling sum required for interest to the 
treasurer for a temporary loan might not be raised by private subscription. 

To the CU of the Omrdians, A. Mooee, Chief aerk. 

Scariff Union. 
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’Gektlemun, Cragg-Tulla, January 31, 1847. 

I BEG to inform you that I waited yesterday on Mr. Menzies, Manager of the Provincial 
JBank at Ennis, fo speak to him relative to an advance of money at iiifei'est to meet the exi- 
•geiicies of the Scariff Poor Law Union, and his reply was that there should bey?rst a positive 
.sanction of the loan and interest from the Poor Law Commissioners, and then he would lay 
the application before the Directors of the Bank.’* This would occupy so much time that I fear 
it puts the matter out of the question, as there are no provisions available for the workhouse, 
except what will suffice for two or three days, and even those had to be procured by the 
Guardians on their individual credit, so the house must close, and I must add, that had you in 
your letter of the 22nd instant, given a direct sanction to our borrowing the money, instead of 
offering uncalled-for and ridiculous suggestions relative to our subscribing from our private 
resotn'ces to meet the wants of a public institution, this state of things might have been obviated. 
There are now in the worlchouse near 250 persons, who, from sickness, decrepitude, old age, or 
infancy, are totally unable to provide for memselvea, and the result of iinhousing them now 
will, 1 fear, be their immediate death, which must positively bo followed by a searching Par- 
liamentaiy inquiry. If you are disposed even at' this late period to do what you ought to have 
done ten days ago, namely, to give a positive sanction to oiir borrowing the money, please to 
direct your reply to me, directed to the Scariff Workhouse, where I will receive it on Tuesday. 

Your obedient servant, 

John Patt Molonv, Chairman. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, February 1, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 31st. ultimo, relative to an advance of money at interest to meet the exigencies of 
the Scariff Poor Law Union, in which you state that you fear the sanction which the treasurer 
requires before advancing the required loan would occupy so much time that it puts the matter 
out of the question, as there are no provisions available for the workhouse except what will 
suffice for two or three days, and that, consequently, the house must close; and you add, that, 
had the Commissioners in their letter ofthe 22nd ultimo given a direct sanction to the Guardians 
borrowing the money, instead of offering uncalled for and ridiculous suggestions relative to the 
Guardians subscribing from their private resources to meet thewants of a public establishment, 
this state of things might have been obviated ; and, after intimating your opinion that immediate 
death must result to a large number of paupers should they be now turned out of the workhouse, 
and that this must positively be followed by a searching Parliamentary inquiry, you conclude 
by requesting that, if the Commissioners were disposed even at this late period to do what they 
ought to have done 10 days ago, namely, to give a positive sanction to borrowing the money, 
they will direct their reply to you at the workhouse. 

In reply, I am directed by the Commissioners to state that your letter is written under a 
misapprehension of the powers which have been conferred on the Commissioners by the Irish 
Poor Relief Acts. To charge on the poor-rates interest for money borrowed to defray the ciiiTeat 
expenses of the Union is illegal, and the point is not one on which the Commissioners have a 
discretionary power. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners, being desirous of aiding the Guardians in 
their embarrassments, suggested a mode in which they might extricate themselves from those 
embarrassments by a comparatively trifling exertion on the part of those possessed of property 
in the Union ; and the Commissioners regret that the suggestion was not received in the same 
spirit that it was offered, even although tliere was an unwillingness to act upon it 

I’hc Commissioners have instructed their Assistant Commissioner to report on the specific 
class of rote-payers who are in arrear in Scariff Union ; but they deem it right to remind }’ou 
that the Board of Guardians possess as ample powers for collecting rates as are possessed by 
any body in the State for tlie collection of any rate or tax an^he Commissioners can only 
advise the Guardians to make energetic use of those powers, and to push vigorously forward 
the collection of the new rate. 

1 have, &c., 

J. P. Molony, Esq., A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Chairman ofthe Board of Guardians, 

Workhouse, Scariff. 

Extract from Gctaedians’ Minutes of 2nd Pebruary,'Conveyed in Letter of Clerk of 
Union’ of 3rd Eebruaiy, 1847. 

Resolved, — That, the Commissioners be requested to sanction our borrowing from our trea- 
surer a sum of' 3000/. for 12 months, the . interest, not to be charged upon the rates of the 
Union ; and that they be further requested to communicate with the ^airman before Saturday 
next, the communication to be directed to John Patt Molony, Esq., Cragg, Tiilla. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, • • February 5, 1847. 

The Poor I.aw Commissioners have received a resolution passed by the Board of 
Guardians of the Scariff Union on the 2nd instant, requesting that the Commissioners will 
sanction the Guardians borrowing from their treasurer a sum of 3000/. for 12 months, the 
interest not to be charged to the I'ates of the Union. 



Scai'iff Union. 
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In reference tliereto, I am directed by the Commissioners to state that, under the peculiar 
circumstances of the Union, they will raise no objection to the proposal of the Guardians to 
borrow 3000f. for I '2 months, the interest not to be charged upon the rates of the Umoii. 

At the same time, the Commissioners wish it to he distinctly understood that it is the duty 
of the Guardians not to relax their exertions in enforcing the pajrment of the rate by the present 
rate-payei-s; and they confidently expect that the Guardians will make use of all the powers 
intrusted to them by the law to compel all solvent parties who are in arrear to pay what is due 
from them. 

I have, See., 

Johi Fait Molony, Esq., A. Moore, Chief Cierh. 

Gragg, Tidla. 

Poor Lato Commission Office, DuUin, 

SiR^ FebrvM'y 5. 1847. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forv.’ard herewith, for your informa- 
tion, a copy of a resolution passed by the Board of Guardians of the Scaviff Union at their 
meeting on the 2nd instant, together witli a copy of a letter which tlie Commissioners have this 
day addressed to the chairman of the Board of Guardians on the stibjcct. 

I have, &c., 

James M'enzies, Esq., A. Moork, Chief Cierh. 

Manager of the Provincial Barih, Ennis. 

Poor Law Commission Office, DnUin, 

Sir, April 1847. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forward to yon, to bo laid before the 
Board of Guardians of the Scariff Union, the enclosed copy of a memorandum made from the 
documents in this office, relative to the progress of the collection in Scariff Union since Sep- 
tember last. The progress made, as shown by tJiis memorandum, is by no means satisfactory; 
and at the prment period, when every exertion tliat can possibly be made to provide for the 
rebef of the destitute poor is so urgently required, the Commissioners deem it necessary to 
bring the matter under the special notice of the Board of Guardians. 

Mr. Hancodi, Assistant Commissioner, purposes attending tho meeting of Guardians, on 
Tuesday, the 4th of May, and will then confer with the Board of Guardians on the subject. 
Meantime, I am to request that the collectors may be specially called upon to attend the 
Board on that day (as required by the General Regulations, Article 49, No, 4), with their 
collecting books, check-receipt books, and other account books. 

I have, &c., 

The Clerk to the Guardians, Scariff Union. A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Statement relative to the Progress of the Collection since the close of September last,, at 
which period the present Collectors, Messrs. James O’Grady and Patrick Molony, were 
appointed to collect the new rate of 16th September, together with arrears of former rate. 

Mi. O'Giadjr’s Mr. Molony’s 
District. DisLiict. 

Amount ot rate of 16th Sepi. (arrears included) uncollected tLttiie close of Sopt. . « £1908 2 10^ £239 11 Oil 

Amount lodged the, three months following, viz., — 

By Mr. O’Grady. By Mr. Molony. 

In October £8 0 0 . . Nil. 

November .... Nil. .. Nil. 

December . > . 300 0 0 , . £88 0 0 



Total amount lodged in the time months . 
Amount uncollected at the close of December 
Amount of new rate, made 19th January, 1847 



308 0 0 
1600 2 1114 
1G09 3 8 



88 0 0 
151 n 04 
214 6 4 



Total amount to be collected in January 



£3259 3 6^ £365 17 4J 



Amount lodged in the three months following, viz.,— 

By Mr. O’Qrndy. By Mr. Molony. 
January .... .£21417 1 .. Nil. 

February ..... Nil. . < Nil. 

March to 3rd April . . 151 0 0 .. Nil. 

Week ended lOth April . 100 0 0 . . ' Nil. 



Total amount lodged from January inclusive 

Total amount lodged in the six months since the appointment of the collectors . > 

Amount of arrears remaining uncollected on the 10th April 



£465 17 1 Nil. 

£773 17 1 £88 0 0 

£2793 6 6J £365 17 4J 



Ml. Molony has not lodged any money since December. 

Gross amountimcollected £3159 3 10 

New rate struch on 30th ult., which will amount to . . £5576 0 0 

Liabilities of the Union, above £3000 0 0 



'Non.— ^9faeViaute» of 30lh Aptll (1(7,610), it oppears that Molony lodged £27. 10 b. during the week this state- 
tneiit was made,' upon theiprevioui day.) 
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Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sfs, July 5, lS47. 

I AM dil'ected by tbe Poor La\v Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your 
return of the 3rd instant, relative to the suras which the Guardians of the Scariff Union have 
passed a resolution to levy for the purposes of the Temporary Relief Act ; and in reference to 
your statement, that the Guardians have postponed the preparation of the new rate until the 
revision of the valuation is completed, I am to inquire what progress has been made in the' 
revision ; and in how many divisions, if any, the valuation has yet been completed: and when 
the entire revision is expected to be completed. 

The Commissioners have to impress upon the Guardians of the Scariff Union the necessity 
which exists for the Immediate preparation of the new rate, in order to provide for the repay- 
ment of the advances under the Temporary Relief Act ; and as the sums rei^uired for the above 
purpose will have to be applied exclusively to the proposed object, the Commissioners request 
that, in making the rate, the Guardians will include tnerein such sum as may be necessary to 
provide for the ordinary expenditure under the Irish Poor Relief Acts. 

As regards the sums to be levied for tbe purposes of the Temporary Relief Act, I am to 
inform the Guardians that the Poor Law Commissioners have reason to believe that the Relief 
Commissioners will not require that a sum exceeding 3s. in the pound, in any electoral divisions 
of the Scariff Union, should he included in the next rate, it being understood, however, that 
whatever sums may he required for the ordinary expenditure are to be included in 1he rate in 
addition to the sum of 3s. in the pound. 

The Commissioners regret that the collection of the current rate has been so extremely un- 
satisfactory; but they trust that the Guardians will take tlie most active measures for having the 
ai’rears paid in with as little delay as possible, in order that tlie new rate may be brought into 
collection immediately on the completion of the revision of the Union. 

I have, &c.. 

The Clei'k to the Guardians, Scariffi Union. B. Banks, / or Chief Clerk. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians of July 3, 1847. 

Resolved, — That in consequence of theimpoverishedslate of the country, the collectors 
find it impossible to collect even as much as would pay for the current supplies. It is a matter 
of impossibility that the Guardians can keep the house open any longer unless the Commis- 
sioners continue the weekly sums for, at least, another month, as at the end of that time some 
better prospects may be anticipated, tbe Guardians pledging themselves to use their most 
strenuous exertions in the collection of the rates. The Guardians also beg to observe, that it 
would be a most heait-rendiug spectacle to perceive 700 paupers outcasts on the world, many 
of them infected with contagious disease. The contractor who agreed to supply bread at a 
moderate rate, did so with the express understanding that he was to be paid ready money at the 
fend of eveiy week, and now that the Guardians are unable to pay him, lie has declined sup- 
plying the bouse with bread, a sum of 1 13?. Is. 6d. being due to him. The Guardians confi- 
dently trust the Commissioners will accede to this their earnest request. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 4 JulyU,mf. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them the resolution of the Board of 
Guardians of Scariff Union, on the 8th instant, requesting a continuance of the advances for 
the maintenance of the pauper inmates of the workhouse ; and in reference thereto, I am directed 
by the Commissioners to forward to the Guardiam, for the above purpose, the enclosed first 
halves of bank notes for the sum of 90?., which must he regarded by the Guardians as the last 
advance which they will receive from Government. 

The only course now open to the Guardians is to depend on their own resources, and to press 
forward vigorously the collection of the rates; and the Guardians must bear in mmd, that by 
the passing of the Irish Relief Extension Act they are become legally, as well as morally, 
responsible for the consequences, if any fatal results ensue from their neglecting to relieve the 
destitute poor within the Union. , ,, 

The remaining halves of the enclosed notes will he forwarded to you as soon as you shall 
have acknowledged the receipt of this letter ; and you are requested to forward, in regard to tms 
advance, the usual resolution of the Guardians for its repayment, as well as a statement of its 
expenditure. 

I am, &c.. 

The Cterh to the Guardians, W- D- WoDswoKTB,/or CM. 

Scariff Union- 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

S,R, MyK,m7. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forward to .you, for the infortnalion 
of his Excellency the Lord' Lieutenant, the enclosed copy of a resolution pass^ by the Board 



ScarifFUnion. 
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Scariff Union. 



of Guardians of Scariff Union, on the 8th instant, together with a copy of a letter which the 
Commissioners have adch'essed to them in reply, forwarding a sixth advance of 90Z. for the 
maintenance of the inmates of the workhouse. The advance so made was authorized by your 
letter of the 8th ultimo, but was not then forwarded in consequeijce of the Commissioners 
having found, subsequently to the receipt of your letter, that a sufficient balance of previous 
advances'remained in hand to support the inmates of the workhouse during the following week. 
This balance remained, not in consequence of the advances being larger than the weekly ex- 
penditure warranted, but from the circumstance that the Guardians, on being placed in posses- 
sion of ready money, endeavoured to obtain supplies from their contractors at a reduction of 
10 per cent, on the contract prices, alleging that as the contracts were taken at very high rates, 
ow'ing to the fact that payment was likely to be deferred for a considerable time, a corresponding 
reduction ought to take place in the prices now that the contractors were to receive ready 
money. The contractors sent in supplies, hut some of them refused to accept the reduced rate 
of payment proposed, and hence a part of the advances made remained m the hands of the 
Guardians. The money so remaining in hand, together ivith such sums as have been collected, 
has enabled the Guardians to continue to support the workhouse inmates ; but it appearing at 
the last meeting that the money was exhausted and a sum of 20^ 7s. 6d. only having been col- 
lected during the week, the Commissioners thought it advisable to forward the advance which 
bad been authorized, explaining at the same time that it must be regarded as the last advance 
which the Guardians would receive. 

I have, &c., 

T. N. Redington, Esq., C. Walmisu5Y,/o7' Chief Clerk. 

^c. ^c. ^c. 

Dublin Castle. 



Door Law Commission Ofjico, Dublin, 

Sir, August 25, 1847. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of Scariff Union on the 5lh instant, and have directed me to request that 
the Guardians will be good enough to furnish the Commissioners with a list of the immediate 
lessors in the Union who have not paid their rates; and the Commissioners at the same lime 
request to know whether the Guardians have adopted any measures for taking legal proceed- 
ings against them, or any of them. 

The Commissionei's also desire to call the attention of the Guardians to the fact that, not- 
withstanding the distressed state of the country, the Guardians of the adjoining Union of Ennis 
collected 318U. during the three last months of May, June, and July, w’hllo the Scariff Board 
of Guardians collected only 31U. (or one-tenth of the amount) during the same period. Now, 
making all possible allowance for the greater wealth of Ennis Union, the Commissioners pre- 
sume that the Scariff Board of Guardians will not contend that Ennis U nion is ten times more 
wealthy than Scariff Union; and the Commissioners are, therefore, desirous of commending 
The example of the Ennis Guardians to the consideration and imitation of the Scarift Board of 
Guardians. 

I have, &c., 

2he Clerk to the Guardians, Scariff Union. • B. Banks, / o?- Chief Clerk. 

Resolution of the Guardians on the 2nd September, 1847. 

The Guardians being doubtful whether they can impose any new rate while there are 
several rates now on the books regularly struck, but uncollected, and being tlcsirous, as the 
harvest has now arrived, to lay on a rate sufficient to pay off all debts and demands, as they 
presume now that the new valuation will he available, that nothing will impede the collectors 
to collect it without delay, the Guardians, therefore, request the Commissioners will be good 
enough to inform them whether they can quash those rates, and lay on oue new rate. 



Letter to the Guardians in answer to their Inquiry of the 2nd September. 

Door Law Commission Office, Dublin, . 
Sir. Septenibei-B,\H^7. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland have 
had before them the resolution of the Board of Guardians of Scariff Union on the 2nd instant, 
in which they request to be informed whether they can quash the rates which are- still uncol- 
lected, and lay on one new rate. 

In reference thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners to state that they have given this 
subject their best consideration with a view to aid the Union in their embarrassments; and, 
although the subject is not free from difficulties, the Commissioners think that the most prudent 
course will be for the Guardians to carry forward into the new rates as arrears all the rates 
already made and uncollected. 

I have, &c.. 

The Clej-k to the Guardians, Scariff Union; A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 
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Extract from (ho Guardians’ Minutes of the 9th Septemberj 1847. 

Resolved, — That the following rates shall be struck for this Union on each electoral 
division, which rates include the seveml rates made under Act 10 Vic., c. 7 ; and that the rate 
now in course of collection, as also the rate made 19ih January, 1847, now uncollected, but 
for which the books have been signed, shall be returned as arrears on said new rate-books ; the 
following are the rates sti-uck, viz., — 



— 


Ordinary 

Bxpenses. 


10 Vic,, c. 7. 


Total. 




f. d. 


s, d. 




Scariff 


1 7 


2 3 


3 10 


Clonrush 


1 8 


2 1 


3 9 


Feakle 








Kiliaioe 








Killuran 


1 2 


3 2 


4 4 


Kilnoe 


1 8 


2 1 


S 9 


Mount Shannon 


1 5 


2 1 


8 6 


O’Gonnelloe .... 


1 6 


2 7 


4 1 


Tulla 








Woodford 


1 0 


2 0 


3 0 



And that the rates on Feakle, Killaloe, and Tulla electoral divisions shall be calculated on the 
same principle as the above, namely, of a sum equal to If. 8d. in the pound, and the rates 
under Act 10 Vic., c. 7, as resolved on respectively for the three electoral divisions. 



Poor Zaw Commisston Office, DuUin, 

Sir, September 13, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland are 
(lesirous of having the information required by the annexed form supplied by return of post, 
and you are particularly requested to endeavour to supply it in due time, in accordance with 
the wish of the Commissioners. 

I have, &c., 

To tJie Clerk to the Guardians of B. Banks, / or Chief Clerk. 

Scariff Union. 



Gentlemen, Scariff Union, September 14, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a return showing the gross amount which the 
proposed new rates of the 9th instant would yield, exclusive of the arrears of the rate of the 
8th September, 1846, on seven electoral divisions. The valuations for Feake, Killaloe, and 
Tulla have not yet arrived ; from the extent of those divisions, the rate will, I am sure, nearly 
amount to a similar sum to that on the other seven divisions, namely, 5876/. 2f. 8id. 

I have, &c.. 

To ike Poor Law Commissioners, M. Hennessy, Clerk of the Union. 



Poundage Rates agreed upon on each Electoral Division of Scariff Union, exclusive of 
the Arrears of the Rale of September, 1846. 









Poundage 






Gross Amount 




Name of 

Electoral Diviiion. 


Poundage 
Rate made 
January 19 
to be 

into the 
New Bate. 


Rate 

agreed upon 

9th instant 
. for 

ordinary 

Eiptndi-' 


Poundage 
Rate for 
10 Vic., 
c. 7. 


Poundage 
. Rate, 
excluiiveof 
Arrears 
of Rate of 
September, 
1846. 


the proposed 
New Rate 
would yield, 
exclusive of (he 
Arrears 
of the Bate of 
September, 1846, 


Observations. 






d. 


s. d. 


a., d. 


«. d. 


4. s. d. 










1 7 


2 S 


3 10 


1498 4 11 




ClonruiU . • 

Feakle . . . 






10 

10 


1 S 


2 1 


3 9 


672 10 OJ 


Valuation not yet received. 
Ditto ditto. 










1 2 


3 2 


4 4 ' 
















2 1 


3 9 


1248 11 iii 




Mount Shannon 






10 


1 5 


2 1 


5 C 


443 18 U 
758 7 104 




O’Goniielloe . 






10 


1 6 


2 7 ' 


4 1 


Till! applies to the above cases. 


Woodford . . 






10 


1 0 


2 0 


3 0 


410 17 34 
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Letter to the Goaedians, with reference to the Rates proposed on the 9th September, 1847. 

Poor ioio Commission Off.ee, DuhUn, 

gjj{ SoiMmher 15, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, 
direct me to acknowledge the return furnished by you on the I4lh instant, showing the par- 
ticulars of the rates which the Guardians o!' Scarift Union have passed a resolution to levy 
for the purposes of ordinary expenditure and the Temporary Relief Act, conjointly, by which it 
appeal's that the proposed rates would exceed 3j. in the pound in most of tiic electoral 
divisions. 

With reference, thereto, the Commissionei-s direct me to state, that in consequence of a 
communication from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majestv’s Treasury, they deem them- 
selves authorised not to require the Guardians to strike a liigner rate than 3 j. in the pound 
before the 1st January next, in any electoral division in which the sum required for ordinary 
expenditure alone would not exceed that sum. 

The Commissioners have further to state; that their Lordships being strongly impressed 
with the importance of giving every practicable aid to the Guardians of the poor in the execu- 
tion of the duties, which have devolved upon them under the permanent Poor Law system, as 
amended by the lOih Viet., cap. 31, are pleased to determine, that no repayment of advances 
made under the Temporary Relief Act (10 Viet., cap. 7) shall be demaucled before the 1st 
of Japuary next, from any electoral division, in which a rate eqvial to or exceeding 3s. in the 
pound, is levied before that period for the purpose of defraying the current expenditure of the 
permanent Poor Law, and that in those electoral divisions in which tlie rate to be levied for that 
purpose before the 1st January next, is less than 3s. in the pound, repayment shall be de- 
manded only to the extent of the difference between the amount required for tlie current 
expenses of the permanent Poor Law and the sum which a rate of 3s. in the pound in such 
electoral division, would produce. 

In making the above announcement, the Commissioners, in order to prevent any misappre- 
hension, desire distinctly to state that the poor-rate will remain liable for the repayment of the 
advances undei’ tlie Temporai-y Relief Act, if the Guardians do not make the requisite repay- 
ment from the next rate, or from the following rates, supposing that tlie rates levied are required 
for the ordinaiy expenditure. 

With reference to the above announcement, the Commissioners recommend the Guardians to 
reconsider the amount of rate necessary to be levied for ordinary expenditure alone. It appears 
that the debts of the Guardians on the 1st instant amounted to more than 2^. 6<Z. in the pound 
on the entire Union. 

The Commissioners do not consider, therefore, that a rate of less than 3«. 4d. in the pound, 
including the sum of lOrf. in the pound, already in the books, would suffice for the immediate 
purposes of the Guardians. 

It will be necessary, however, that the rate required should be apportioned on the several 
electoral divisions, according to the 6'2nd section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, and the Com- 
missioners request that they may be informed of the amount of rate proposed to bo levied off 
each electoral division, as soon as the Guardians have reconsidered the question. 

The Commissioners trust that by adopting a suitable scale of rates, and having them put in 
collection promptly, the Guardians will be enabled to retrieve the credit of llio Union. 

I have, &c.. 

The Clerk to the Guardians, A. Moose, Chief Clerk. 

Seariff Union. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of September 16, 1847. 

Proposed by Edmund Burke, Esq., and seconded by F. C. Sampson, Esq., That an 
uniform rate of 2 j. 2d. in the pound be struck, and levied off this Union. 

Proposed as an amendment, by John Pat Molony, and seconded by Denis Purcell, Esq,, That 
the rates as struck on this day week be levied and collected, omitting the lOd. for which the 
books were signed on the 19th January last. Upon a division, the amendment is carried. 



For the original 12 

For the amendment . . .*13 

Majority for the amendment . . 1 

Letter to the Guardians, in reference to the Amendment carried on September 16. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sift, • Septm.her2?>, 1847. 



The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, 
observe by Minutes of the Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Seariff' Union of the 
16th instant, that the Guardians resolved, that the rates struck on the 9th instant should be 
levied and collected, omitting the lOd. for which books were signed on the l9th January last. 

In reference thereto, the Q>mmi8sioner3 desire to state that the Guardians cannot legally omit 
the rate of lOd. already signed from the rate about to be signed, inasmuch as ail arrears are 
required by statute to be carried forward into a new rate. The Commissioners trust that after 
thisinlimation, the Guardians will not fail to include the lOd. rate in their next rate, as otherwise 
the Guardians may become involved in difficulties which will be inextricable. 
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The Commissioners desire to call the attention of the Guardians to the letter addressed to 
them by the Commissioners on the 15th instant, relative to the amount of rate necessary to be 
levied; and they trust that under the present circumstances of the Union, the Guardians will 
forthwith. adopt a proper rats, and have it put into collection immediately. 

I have, &c.. 

The Clerk to the Guardians, A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Scarif Union. 

Extract from Goardians’ Mindtes of September 30, 1847. 

Resolved — That the arrears due on the rates struck on the 8th September, 1846, and 
19tli January, 1847, be immediately collected according to the old valuation. 

Resolved — That Mr. Molony of Kiltanon, Mr. Molony of Cragg, and Mr. Purcell of Banroe, 
be requested to institute a comparison between the Ordnance valuation of the townlands in tlie 
County of Galway, which forms part of this Union, and the valuation of same townlands as made 
by Mr. Wilson, and also to investigate the principles upon which Mr. Wilson has made his 
valuation ; and that the same Guardians be deemed a Finance Committee in respect of endea- 
vouring to effect some beneficial arrangementwith the creditors of the Union that will admit of 
a portion of the rate being applied to the support of the poor of the Union. 



Letter to the Guardians with reference to the Resolutions of September 30. 

Poor Law Commission Ofke, Dublin, 

Sir, . ‘ October ‘1, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland have 
had under serious consideration minutes of the proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Scariff 
Union on the 30th ultimo, from which it appears that the Guardians have resolved as 
follows : — 

1st. That the arrears due on the rate struck ou-the 8th September, 1846, and 19lh January, 
1847, be Immediately collected, according to the old valuation. 

2nd. That Mr. Molony, of Kiltanon, Mr. Molony, ofCragg, and Mr. Purcell, of Banroe, be 
requested to institute a comparison between the Ordnance valuation of the townlands, in the 
county of Galway, which forms part of the Union, and the valuation of same townlands, as 
■made by Mr. Wilson, and also to investigate the principles upon which Mr. Wilson has made 
his valuation ; and 

3rd. That the same three Guardians be deemed a Finance Committee hr respect of endea- 
vouring to effect some beneficial arrangement with the creditors of the Union that will admitof 
a portion of the rate being applied to the support of the poor of the Union. 

With reference to these Resolutions, the Commissioners have to remark as follows 
1st. The proposal to collect the arrears of rates made on the 8th September, 1846, and 
19th January, 1847, as it implies practically the postponement of the immediate preparatton 
and levy of a new and sufficient rate, is one which the Commissioners cannot sanction. The 
rate of the 19th January last is onlylOrf. in the pound, whilst the debts of the Guardians to 

contractors and others exceed the sum of 2s. 6tl. in the pound. . i, i 

2nd. The proposal to appoint three Guardians to compare the recent valuaUon with the 
Ordnance valuation, and to investigate the principles upon which it was made, is one which, 
under different circumstances, might be open to no reasonable objection ; but if the prcparatien 
of a new rate should bo held in abeyance, until the proposal was earned out, the consequenc^ 
might be— 1st. Great suffering on the part of many destitute persons in_ the Union, whose sole 
dependence the law has placed on the poor rates ; and 2nd., an indefinite postponement or the 
payment of many heavy debts contracted for the past support of the poor. i. c • i 

3rd The proposal that a Finance Committee should endeavour to effect some beneficial 
arran.^ement with the creditors of the Union that will admit of a portion of *e rate being 
applie“d to the support of the poor of the Union would, as the Commissioners believe, only give 
T^e to a reasonable and fixed determination on the part of the creditors to insist on immediate 
payment of their claims, if they saw that the Guardians were not exercising the powers vested 

in them of levying sufficient rates to defray their expenses. _ , r* • • v v «= 

Upon a careful review of all the circumstances of Scariff Unio^ ffie Coraniissioners believe 
that the postponement of the making immediately a new and sufficient rate in the Unwm, m 
accordance with their repeated requests, would inevitably give rise to the evils now adverted to, 

and would be otherwise seriously detrimental to the interests ot Scanfi Union. ^ 

Accordingly, the Commissioners feel themselves called upon now to announce to the Gu^^^ 

dians, that if at their next meeting final measures be not adopted for putting a 
rate in preparation, the Commissioners will have to consider the 

appointing paid officers in the Union_ to discharge the primary duty of levying rates for the 
supDort of the destitute poor of the Union. 

1 have, &c.. 

The Clerk oftke Chardiem, 

Scariff Union. 

Extract from Mwotes of GnAEDiAUs of Scariff Union, Octoljer 5, 1847. 

The Committee to whom it waa referred on Thursday tot to examine the valuatjon 
madehy Mr, Wilson, and also to endeavour to effect some benehcial arrangement with the 



Scariff Union. 
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creditors of the Union that will admit of a portion of the rate heiiig applied to the support of 
the poor of the Union, beg leave to report as follows ; — 

In respect to the valuation, the members of the Committee, attended by Mr. Wilson, 

sat for some hours at Tulla on Friday, and at Kiilaloe on Saturday, to hear any objections tlrat 
might be tendered to them by parties who objected to the valuation ; and it appeared to them, 
although there might be some few cases where Mr. Wilson had over-rated houses, yet in tlie 
his valuation had been conducted on just principles, and ought to be supported by the 
Guardians. 

The Committee were confirmed in this opinion by the gratifying fact that several persons in 
Kiilaloe expi-essed themselves perfectly satisfied with the valuation of ihcir respective tenements. 
There were, however, three cases in Tulla, and one in Kiilaloe, which Mr. Wilson agreed in 
opinion with the Committee might be reduced. 

The Committee are not sufficiently instructed as to the principles upon which the Ordnance 
valuation has been made to offer any decided opinions as to how far it affords a fair criterion 
by which to judge of the correctness of Mr. Wilson’s valuation ; but if they are rightly informed, 
the two valuations proceed upon different principles, the one taking for its basis the intrinsic 
value of the soil, depending on its nature and quality, the other contemplating the fair letting 
value to a solvent tenant, depending on the state of improvement, the locality, and other 
advantageous circumstances. The Ordnance valuation does not include houses under 5Z. in 
value, whereas the valuation for Poor Law rating includes them. This latter circumstance will 
account for a difference of about six per cent, between the Ordnance valuation of the townlands, 
in the county of Galway, which are included in the Scariff Poor Law Union, and the valuation 
made by Mr. Wilson of the same townlands. 

In conclusion of that subject, your Committee strongly recommend the Board of Guardians 
to sanction Mr. Wilson’s valuation. 

In respect to the financial position of the Union, the Board must be aware of the extreme 
difficulties of the case, and there is no suggestion which your Committee can offer that may not 
be open to serious objections. But the question is, in what way the Board of Guardians may 
be enabled to carry out the enactments of the law, which gives to the poor a right of relief 
allowing to the fullest extent the claims of the creditors of the Union, it is still to be remem- 
bered that the poor may also bo regarded as having equally valid claims. The difficulty of 
the case is enhanced by the ‘fact of the Guardians having given cheques to parties who had 
claims on them which have become negotiable securities ; and in one case, judgment has been 
obtained, and followed up by a writ, which placed the furniture of the workhouse under the 
dominion of the sheriff of the county, your Committee find, on inquiry, that cheques to the 
amount of 639Z. 10s. 2d. are held by the manager of the provincial bank, who is treasurer of 
the Union, on account of the parties to whom they belong, although the bank in question has 
no manner of claim on them, still when any payments are made to the treasurer of the Union, 
he may consider himself under the obligation of seeing that their cheques are liquidated in 
preference to any others, and if so, he might receive others, preventing the application of any 
funds to the support of the poor, until the whole debt had been extinguished. 

It appears to your Committee that there is a necessity imposed upon the Guardians, of 
addressing a letter to the manager of the provincial bank, forbidding him to pay any of tlie now 
outstanding cheques of the Guardians of the Scariff Union, and at the same time putting upon 
their books a resolution, that after the current expenses of the Union has been provided for, 
they will make dividends, ^0 ratd, aniiong the present creditoi-s of the Union, who maybe 
regarded as on a par. With reference to the nature of the securities they hold, in respect to 
the one judgment creditor, whose demand is 88/. 5s. 8d., it is manifest that he has secured a 
priority in law which must be acceded to him. 

If (he Commissioners of Poor Laws refuse to sanction this course, it will bo for them to 
point out some other way in wliich the Guardians can fulfil tlieir duties. 

Jamus Molony, 

Scariff Workhouse, October 5, 1847. John Patt Molonv. 



Proposed by Pat. Hogan, and seconded by Daniel Canny, That the new valuation made 
by Mr. Wilson is unsuited to the purpose of this Board, on account of the illegal, unjust, 
clumsy, and unequal mode in which it is framed and conchided: — to wit, illegal, because he lias 
included for the purpose of rendering rateable certain tenements in the U iiion, which, according 
to the 63rd section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, are not rateable, viz., bogs untenanted and 
held, for the exclusive purpose of cutting turf, reference to a farm in Cioumsh electoral 
division 64 acres, whereas but 10 are ttfnanted or rented; wood good in other cases:— 
clumsy for having put in wrong names of immediate lessors, and also that the following 
cases show the glaring injustice of Mr. Wilson’s valuation, the property of Philip Reade, esq., 
containing 550 statute acres of prime land, highly improved, ou the testimony of Mr. Wilson, 
is valued 260/. ; whilst a house and three acres of land belonging to Mrs. Gore, who was absent 
from the country, was valued at 300/.; and also the valuation of some of the Guardians and 
other infiuential persons in the country, was reduced through fear of opjxisition, and the poor 
who holds a few acres of land, who could not afford to appeal, should, according to M r. 
Wilsons valuation, be obliged to lie under an unjust rate for ever, without any means of 
redress: and that Mr. Wilson be dismissed, and that the rate be collected according to the 
former valuation, and that Mr. Griffith’s valuation be applied for. 

Proposed as an amendment by John P. Molony, Esq., and seconded by James Molony, 
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That Mr. Wilson’s valuation is a fair and just valuation, and that a rate ought to he struck 
according to it. 

Upon a division, the original on Pat. Hogan’s motion is carried — 

For the original , . . .12 

> Against it 6 

Majority ... 6 

Upon mature deliberation as to what should be done to provide food for the paupers in the 
house — 

The following resolution was again proposed by John Patt Molony, Esq., and seconded by 
Ralph Westi'opp, Esq., — 

That the seven rate-books as now ready according to Mr. Wilson’s valuation, he signed with 
an understanding that the valuation will again be revised before the next rate be levied. 

Carried, with the exception of Pat. Hogan, who still persisted that his former resolution 
should tiike effect. 

Here the chairman called on the clerk to produce the seven books, to have them signed 
forthwith, which was accordingly done. 



Conversation entered on the Minutes of 5th October, as having passed between the Clerk 
and Chairman. 

The clerk begs to observe to the chairman, that it is necessary to have the arrears added to 
the new rate before the books ai-e signed. 

Chairman and guardians to the clerk, — The signing of the rate-books has been deferred 
long enough, you can add them afterwards ; use all your exertions to have the warrants ready 
against this day week. 



Letter to the Guardians in reference to the Signature of the Rate Books on the 
5th October, 1847. 

Poor Zaw Commission Office, Dullin, 

Sir, October 9, 1847. 

With reference to the proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Scariff Union on the 
5th instant, relative to the signature of the rate-books prepared on Mr. Whlson’s valuation pre- 
vious to the entry of the arrears to tiie former rates, I am directed by the Commissioners ibr 
administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to state that the coui-se pursued in 
this case by the guardians is very irregular, but that the Commissioners do not wish to em- 
barrass tlio Guardians, and they can only express a hope that the Guardians may not experience 
any practical inconvenience from their proceedings, the responsibility of which rests solely with 
thorn. 

I am, &C-, 

The Clcrh to the Guardians, Scariff Union. W. Stanuey, Secretary. 



Letter to the Guardians, with reference to the Report read on the 5th October, 1847. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Duhlin, 
October 9, 1847. 

Adverting to the Report of the ‘Committee appointed by the Board of Guardians of 
Scariff Union, to examine into the valuation made by Mr. Wilson, and the financial position of 
the Union with a view to eftbet some beneficial arrangement with the creditors of the Union 
that will admit of a portion of the rate being applied to the support of the poor of the Union, 
I am directed by the Commissioners for administering tlie Laws for Relief of tlie Poor in 
Ireland, to state that the latter part of the Committee’s Report relative to the drawing drafts 
upon the treasurer, when there were no funds, and negotiating these drafts although the Guar- 
dians who signed them were well aware that there were no funds, nor any means taken by the 
Guardians to have funds available, has placed matters in such a state that the Commissioners 
cau only advise the Guardians to make and levy rates with the utmost possible speed. Tlie 
Commi^ionei-s will not object to any arrangement being made with the trea^rer as to the 
payment of outstanding drafts. As to the compounding with the creditors of the Union, the 
Commissioners arc of opinion that that must also be a matter of arrangement to which they are 
in no way called on to be parties. 

I have, &C., 

Tlie Clerk to the Guardians, Scariff Union. B- Banks, for Sccreta'nj. 



Extracts from Guardians’ Minutes, of 12th October, 1847. 

Resolved, the clerk do produce the three books which were not signed on this day 
week, as also the collector’s warrants, that they may be signed ; which was accordingly done, 
and that the rate be advertised in the “ General Advertiser.' 

Tliat for the purpose of explaining to the Commissioners relative to the resolutions relatmg 



Scarin' Union. 
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to tlio vilte on the .‘?0ih ullimo, it is right to sfiste that the cliHicultias of, and indeed the, impos- 
Fibilitv ol' apportioning the arrears of the 10//. rate under the old vahiatinn to the different 
ratepayers under the new valuation of Mr. Wilson. It was proposed to levy the lOtf. rate and 
the arrears at once under the old valuation, and ttie other heavy rate on the ensuing month of 
November under the new one. . 

The Guardians had no other object except that of putting the collection ol the rate to which 
very seiious ohjeefious were urged on the valuation of Mr. Wilson, and that tlie Coniraissioncrs 
are'urgently requested to inform the clerk how he is to proceed with as litilo delay as possible, 
as there is not one day’s provision in the house, and it is only kept open by t.he private security 
of some of the Guardians. 

Letter, to the Guardians with reference to the Guardians’ Resolution of the 
I2th October. 

Poor Law Commission 0ff.ee, DuUin, 
Octoljer 14, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering tlie Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland have 
had under consideration the resolution of the Board of Guardians of Scariff Union ofilic 12th 
instant, in which it is stated that the Guardians had no other object in proposing to levy the 
lOd. rate made in January last, and the arrears of the preceding rate at onco under the old 
valuation, and the new rate in the ensuing month of November under the noiv vabiation, than 
of putting the collection of the rate, to which very serious objections were urged, on the valuation 
of Mr. Wilson ; and the Commissioners are urgently requested to inform the clerk iiow he is 
to proMtd, with as little delay as possible, as (here is not one day’s provision in the bouse, and 
it is only kept open by the private security of some of the Guardians. 

In reference to tlie above resolution, the Commissioners desire to state, that they c.Tpeodingly 
regret the perilous position in which the workhouse inmates are placed, owing to the delay in 
putting a sufficient rate in course of collection. 

Witii reference to the request of the Guardians, that (he Commissioners will instruct the 
clerk how he is to proceed, the Commissioners have to state, that there does not appear to be 
any difficulty in the way of a rate being made in the usual and proper manner. 

Tlie rate-book contains a column for arrears of former rate, into which column the actual 
sums ill arrear ouglit to be brought forward; and in the case of Scariff Union, these arrears 
would be the actual sums in arrear on the rate of 19th January last, and the preceding rate of 
September, 1846. The clerk would simply have to add the two items together, and enter them 
ill the now rate books, as arreare of fornipr rate, in the proper column for arrears. 

The total riite, (insisting of the new rate, and tlie arrears would tlien be canned out in the 
total column ; and, after the arrears have been entered, the clerk should sign a further certilicale, 
and the Guardians a further allowance of the rate, in the usual form. 

Under the distressing circumstances in which the Union is placed, owing to the cmbai-rass- 
ments of the Guardians, the Commissioners consider that the Guardians ought to lose no time 
in applying to tlie proper completion of the rate and collecting books whatever assistance they 
might require iu addition to the services of the clerk. 

I have, &c.. 

The Clerk to the Guardians, Scariff Union. W. Stanley, Secretary. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minute of 19th October, 1847. 

Read a letter from the Commissioners relative to the preparation of the rate-books. 

Resolved, — That the waivants be handed on this day to the collectors, in order to have the 
collection oflhe rates commenced forthwith. 



Poor Law Commission Offca, DuMin, 

Sir, October 25, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
have had under consideration the minutes of the proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
Scariff Union on the I9th instant, from which it appears that the Guai*dians did not act upon 
the suggestion of the Commissioners, to carryforward to the new rate the arrears of tiie old rate, 
but resolved that the warrants should be handed to the collector, in order that the coilecticm of 
the rates which the Commissioners deem illegal and objectionable should be commenced 
forthwith. 

The Commissioners have considered the course taken by the Guardians on this occasion, in 
connexion with the fact that, owing to the omission of the Guardians to collect a sufficient 
amount of rates, the Union is now above 6000/. in debt ; and in order to prevent the Union from 
being involved in still further embarrassments, the Commissioners have deemed it advisable 
to discharge the present Board of Guardians from the duty of administering relief to the 
destitute in Scariff Union. 

Accordingly, the Commissioners transmit herewith a sealed order for the dissolution of the 
Scariff Board of Guardians ; and the Commissioners will proceed without delay to appoint 
paid officers under the 18th section of the Irish Relief Extension Act. 

Ill taking this step, the Commissioners are strongly sensible of the great difficulties with 
which the paid officers will have to contend : and it is with considerable reluctance that the 
Commissioners withdraw the administration of the laws for relief of the poor from the hands of 
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local Guat'dians elected by the vate-jiayers ; still the Commissioners feel that they have had 
only a choice of evils presented to them j and in looking to the serious financial embarrassment a 
of the Union, and to the import imce of obtaining ample funds without loss of time for the relief 
of the destitute, they cannot i-cur the i-esponsibility of permitting the Guardians, contrary t o 
the remonstrances of the Comniiswioners, to proceed in the collection of a rate which the Com- 
missioners deem illegal, and liaiile to be quashed accordingly. 

I have, &c.. 

The CIctK of the Scariff Union. ' W. Stanley, Secretary. 



Kilrush Union. 



•Captain Kkknedy, Temporary Injector, to the Poor L.w Commissioners: — 
November 11, 1847. 



I HAVE the lionoiir to report my arrival here on the 9th of November. 

I attended the tv eekly meeting of the Guardians yesterday ; for their proceed- 
ings, I beg to refer you to the Minutes forwarded by the clerk. 

I thought it desirable to take the earliest ox)portunity of suggesting the re- 
moval of the children from the poor-house to some other locality *, and I am 
happy to say, tliat the Guardians mianimously agreed with me in the expediency 
of this proceeding, in anticipation of its absolute necessity. 

The cursory examination I have made of the workhouse is unsatisfactory ; in- 
discipline and irregularity certainly extet. I will endeavour to rectify this by 
making frequent visits, which the Guardians desire of me. The master is inert, 
^ind, I tear, too old to learn those habits of order and regularity necessary to the 
government and well-being of a large body. I will, however, give him a fair 
ar.d iMitient trial. . 

The Guardians have also authorized me to make a scrutiny of the whole 
liouse, with a view to removing those classes who can legally be relieved out 



of doors. . . T \ 

I cannot doubt that the northern part of the Union (Kilmurry m particular) 
is in so bad a state that it can hardly be exaggerated ; 6000 “ notices to quit ” have 
been served in the Union I « . . j 

I have seen and heard enough to satisfy me that want of activity and energy 
may be justly alleged against both Guardians and collectors. I will at an ea.rly 
pieriod visit the districts, and encourage the collectors to overcome tlie diffi- 
culties they have to contend with. _ i 

A great mistalce has lieeii committed in the late issue of the warrant for col- 
lectimi. A month earlier would have been a great matter, before the crops were 
swept by landlords or realized by tenants. ‘ 

In some localities, small-pox is raging and fever to great extart ; the deaths 
in the workhouse amoimted to 21 last week. The contractor for coffins is unpaid, 
and threatens to “stop the supplies.” • * e 

The hospital adjoins' the workhouse, and I hope, with the assistance oi the 
medical officer, to prevail on the Guardians to remove it to some more fitting 
localify : this fact, however, accounts for the house being as yet uiicrowded. 
Popular terror attributes all deaths in the house to fever, and Ae proximity ot 
the house to the hospital deters many from seeking that refuge they would 
otherwise apply for. 

No out-door relief has yet been given to any cl^s. r- _ 

This cannot be properly or prudently deferred, and I the Com- 

missioners to instruct me on this head, as to whether it should be in money or 
provisions, in what amount or quantity, I have, of course, my own opinion, 
but I should wish to be guided by the Commissioners on so favourable an 
opportunity for establishing a system. 



The Poor Law Commissiokeks to Captain Kennedy, Temporary Inspector : 
November 15, 1847. 

In reference to your inquiry as to the mode of admimstering out-door 
relief, I am to state, that the Commissioners have not officially expressed any 
conclusive opinion, as to whether relief to the impotent poor and to other 
parties authorized to receive out-door relief under the 1st Section of the lush 



Soariff UnioD. 



Kilrush Union. 
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XiirusTi Union, poor Relief Extension Act, should he given in money or food. They have 
left this question open to the discretion of the Boards of Guardians, as is the 
case in England and Wales, where such reliel' in some Unions is partly in 
cash and psu-tiy in food; and in some Unions, especially in Lanc^ashire and in 
the north of England, is for the most part wholly in money. 

The Commissioners have no doubt that relief in food is on the whole far less 
attractive to the recipient than relief in money ; Imt, on the other hand, M'itk 
respect to the classes entitled to permanent relief under tlic 1st Section, the 
Commissioners doubt whether food alone, especially during the winter months, 
would relieve all their wants, or whether the present inmates of workhouses 
could reasonably be required to leave those establishments, if their out-door 
allowances were to consist merely of food. 

The Commissioners deem it proper to add that, although relief in money is 
more attractive to the recipients than relief in ibod, the Commissioners do not 
feel confident but that the dispensers of relief are disposed to be more lavish 
in giving rations than they would be in giving money, especially if the money 
is raised by local rates. 

Under these circumstances, considering that the advantages and disadvantages 
in granting relief, either in money or food, to the impotent poor, are, to a 
certain extent, balanced, the Commissioners think that the views of the Board 
of Guardians on the question may be consulted, inasmuch as something may 
depend on the peculiarities of the district comprised in each Union. At any 
rate the Commissioners do not wish to lay down any positive rule on the 
subject, and they will readily give you their support in either of the two courses 
which you may prefer ; it being at the same time understood that something 
more than mere food, as an out-door allowance, must, under any circumstiinces, 
be given to the impotent poor who are at present inmates of Kilrush work- 
house. 



Captain Kennedy to the Poon Law Commissioners: — November 18, 1847. 

I ATTENDED the weekly meeting of the Guardians yestei’day, and Ijog to 
refer to the minutes for their proceedings. 

The admissions to the workhouse amounted to nearly 200. Such a tangled 
mass of poverty, filth, and disease, as the applicants presented, I have never 
seen. Numbers in all stages of fever and small-pox mingling indiscriminately 
■with the crowd, and all clamouring lor admission. I had them separated as 
quickly as possible. Their misery and utter helplessness baffles dcscrii^ion. 
The parents of a large family often disj>laying hardly the sagacity of an animal. 
It was really an a])palling sight. The Chairman and Guardians present, 
regardless of personal danger, examined and admitted them to the house or 
hospital. I was in the house from 11 o’clock a,m. till 6i o’clock p.m., and 
returned to my lodgings covered with vermin ! 

Paper could not convey a description of the horrors and misery concen- 
trated among those 200 persons ; yet all of a description to be remedied or 
mitigated by the exercise of common energy and intelligence. 

I need not recapitulate the numerous and culpable irregularities I have 
found to exist in the house, and which I have undertaken to correct by daily 
visits. How the house has so long escaped general infection I am at a loss to 
conceive. On the last visiting day I found a side-gate open, and free access lor 
the friends of fever patients to pass to and from the hospital ! I rei>rimanded 
the master severely, and procured an order to forbid it for the future. By 
daily attendance, I have put the general discipline, cleanliness, and regularity 
of the house on a better footing. Much, however, remains to be done, and 
which I hope soon to accomplish, with the support and assistance of the 
Guardians, which they cheerfully afford me. 

The Guardians are now less desponding, and, of course, more efficient. 

The house is now overcrowded, but contains a great number of those classes 
relievable out of doors, but who could not be turned out till provision was 
made for them, and winch is only now being done at my earnest request. 
Want of funds is alleged as the cause of delay. These arrangements com- 
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pletecl, they -^vill be provided for. It will be observed that tlie Guardians have 
confined the allowance to food alone, contrary to my recommendation and 
suggestion. They allege the facility for getting lodging -mtlmit payment 
in this densely-populated Union. I conceive the allowance of food alone to 
be insufficient, and more expensive than food and some small money allowance 
added thereto. 

Additional accommodation has been taken in a desirable situation, and at a 
small cost, for the cliildren. These measures, witli tlie removal of fever patients 
to another locality, which I hope to accomplish, will ease the iwescut pressure 
on the Avorkhouse. 

I have set a number of men and boys to trench up the adjoining ground for 
cropping in spring; and to break stones to gravel all the yards, hitherto ancle 
deep in mud during damp weather. I find them tractable and obedient. The 
mortality is certainly very great; 535 coffins have been su 2 ')plied by the con- 
ti’actor for the hoii^e alone, tvWiin sia months, besides the large number given out 
of doors. It is not, hoAvever, surprising, when I state that I have seen healthy 
children lying with and fondling those in the Avorst stages of small-pox and 
fever, Avhile the parents stood by unconcerned. 

I have had in the rate collectors, and examined their books. I found several 
of them supine and intimidated ; several rescues had been made from them, 
and assaults committed on them, before my arrival, and none of the culprits 
made amenable to the laAv ; I have directed them to make known to me every 
case of default or opposition, and I will see that the Guardians ado 2 >t fitting 
measures to support them, which they have hitherto neglected. Some of the 
collectors appear to be timid creatures, and unfit for their calling. 1 AA'ill not 
fail to report such of them as realize tliis opinion. 

As to the general collection of the present rate, I entertain sanguine hopes ; 
after minute inq^uiry and some personal observation, I anticipate default only 
from tliosc Avbo, bond fide, cannot pay. AlDout 6000 notices to quit have been 
served in the Union, and all the lauds under ejectment are literally hare of all 
sto(;k or jAvoduce. Empty Avails, an iron pot, and children in SAvarms, are all I can 
see or the collector find. In some laAvless localities I expect resistance, but in 
these places tliey are able to ])ay ; the laAV being vigorously put in force Avith 
a/ew;, Avill, I trust, decide the matter. The northern part of Kilrush, part of 
Kihnurry, part of Kilmacduanc, and Knock, and Kildysart, come more or leas 
xmder tiiis class. 

I have procured an order of the Guardians to proceed against Messrs. John 
and Ralph Westroi>p (gentlemen of some standing), for arrears of rates, Avhich 
I trust Avill have a Avholesome effect. 

I liope for the countenance of the Roman Catholic clergy in the collection of 
this most righteous impost. The Avant of ready money impedes every desirable 
move. 

Provisions are cheap and jdentiful. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Captain Kennedy: — November 22, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknoAvledge the receipt of your letter of the 
18th instant, reporting on the steps taken by the Board of Guardians of Kilrush 
Union, in the administration of relielj and to thank you for the information 
which you have conveyed to them ; and I am at the same time to state that 
the Commissioners approve generally of the various measures Avhich you have 
pressed on the Guardians for their adoption. 
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Kathkeale Union* 



Rathkeale Union : — Out-door Relief. 

Tlie Clerk of the Guardians to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Sir, llathkeah, October 2Q, 1847. 

In reference to my lettei* of ycsterdaj', stating that an attack had been 
made on the n-oridunise )jy a large molj, which had put a stop to the proceed- 
ings of the Board on Monday, the 18th instant, I beg to send you the following 
detailed report of occurrences: — 

For some days previously it liad been rnmoured that a large number of 
able-bodied labourers were to assemble at the workhouse at the meeting of the 
Board on Monday, and to demand instant admission, which, from their num- 
bers, it would lie impossible to grant, or else immediate out-door relief. On 
Sunday last notices were posted on most of the cliapels in the part of the Union, 
and in those portions bordering on the Shannon, calling on the people to 
assemljle on the Ibllowing day, proceed to the vvorkliousc, and demand their 
rights. On Sunday night straw was lighted in the same districts, this being a 
common mode of giving a general signal ; and on Monday morning the people 
were gathered by the sounding of horns in the villages situated in the above 
localities. An-aiigements had been previously made lor the junction of the 
several parties at a point where two roads meet, about hall' a mile from the 
W'orkhouse. Up to near 12 o’clock on Monday the mim])er ol' persons coming 
in by the western roarl was not much greater than might have been expected, 
q^uarter sessions being then going on at Rathkeale ; Imt about 12 a large crowd 
was observed to be collected at the point above referred to ; and soon after, 
these liaviug been joined by other parties, the entire body came towards the 
v/orkhouse. On observing their approach, I gave directions to the oflicers to 
locli and bolt all the entrance doors, and on no account to admit any stranger 
into the premises. _ This direction was immediately attended to ; and by the 
time the crowd arrived at the house, all the doors and gate;! were secured. Up 
to this time but two or three Guardians had attended ; and as tlio crou’d was 
becoming very noisy,' they were in doubt what course to adopt. Sevcu-al of the 
ex-officio and elected Guardians, how'ever, now came in, having, as I liclicve, 
heard at the Court-house ol the proceedings, and two of the cx-offic:io Guardians 
addressed the crowd at the door at considerable length. The Board then pro- 
ceeded to business, it being about one o’clock; but the crowd still continuing 
noisy and excited, and liaving commenced shouting and blowing horns, it was 
agreed that they should be requested to select 10 or 12 of their number to 
come before the Board as a deputation, in order that they might be distinctly 
informed what the powers and intentions of the Guardians really were. Accord- 
ingly, about a dozen persons were chosen by the crowd ; and on these coming 
into the Board-room, the Guardians explained to them their powers under the 
amended Poor Law, and cxpi’essed their determination to carry out those 
powers to the utmost extent, regardless of expense, and also to memorialise the 
Government to grant relief in the shape of labour by completing some of the 
imfinished works in the Union. This appeared to satisfy the greater portion of 
the deputation, who departed. The crowd was now considerably reduced, a 
peat number liaving gone into Rathkeale. The Board again proceeded to 
busings ; but in a short time the crowd retumed from the town, blowing horns, 
shouting, and ivith greater appearance of excitement than before, it being 
evident that several of them were under the influence of liquor. A rush was 
soon made at the front door, which was forced open, and the entrance-hall was 
completely filled by the crowd, who then, notwithstanding the efforts of the 
porter and relieving officers to arrest their progress, forced their way into the 
Board-room by breaking open the door, and about 60 of them entered, driving 
b^ore them the relieving oflicers and a number of applicants for admission, 
who wp'e on the stairs, and thus completely filling the apartment. The crowd 
altogether now amounted to over 3000 persons, a great portion of whom w’^ere 
young able-bodied men ; and while those outside continued shouting and blow- 
mg horns, the party which had got into the Board-room commenced shouting, 
leaping, whirling their sticks, and striking the table, several of them being 
dearly ^cited by whiskey. At last, however, through the exertions of the 
Roman Catholic curates of this parish, who were then in the room, the crowd 
was persuaded to leave the Board-room, Shortly after they departed, the mob 
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proceeded to force their way into the interior of the workhouse; aud after Rathkeaie Union, 
some delay, owing to the interference of the above-mentioned clergymen, they 
succeeded in breaking open the door leading from the entrance-hall to the main 
building. 

They proceeded at once to the master’s hall door, and with a volley of stones 
demolished the glass with which half the door is fitted up. They then 
attempted to force the door open, but did not succeed, it being defended by the 
master tailor, and one of the paupers, who kept it securely closed, although 
repeatedly struck at with sticks from outside. Being foiled at this j>oint, they 
broke open the wicket leading into the girls’ yard, and by forcing out one of the 
zinc plates from the nursery window, obtained an entrance into that apartment ; 
and from thence into the girls’ school-room, frightening the childrf*n dreadfully. 

Here they were again delayed by the door leading from the school-room to the 
master’s apartments ; but after some time this was also broken open, and the 
mob, rushing through, proceeded to the master’s kitcheu, where one of them 
took up the tongs for the purpose of compelling those belonging to the house 
who were present, including the matron, to open the provision store. The 
efforts of the clergymen here, as w’ell as at the other places, delayed their pro- 
ceedings, and the stores were eventually saved. 

In the mean time a number of the mob got in over the walls of the women’s 
yard, and opened the gate by breaking the lock, letting m a large body of their 
comrades, and an attack was instantly made on the door from that yard to the 
dining-hall. This door was defended by the assistant master and some of the 
paupei-s ; and although very mucli battered with stones ajid spades found in the 
yard, it withstood the efforts of the assailants. 

While tilings ivere in this state, it being then about half-past o’clock, a 
party of ten dragoons and an officer came down the avenue, aud proceeded to 
deal’ away that portion of the crowd which still remained at the front en- 
trance. While in the act of doing so, a desperate attack w^as made upon them 
with stones, by which the officer and two of the men were severely hurt. The 
dragoons, from the confined situation and the nature of the ground, were unable 
to act with any effect, and were completely exposed to the mol), who stoned 
them from behmd the ditches, until a party of infantry, and about eight or ten 
policemen came down, who shortly alter their arrival dispersed the crowd ; 
wliich however immediately collected again at the entrance gate, where they 
remained till dusk, the military also remaining near them, a small party of 
police having been placed in the workhouse, from wlience they departed about 
11 o’clock. One of the mob received a bayonet wound, which the medical 
oflficer of the workhouse into which the man was brought, considers to be 
dangerous. The case of this man exemplifies the manner in which the crowd 
was collected. He was at work digging potatoes on ftlonday morning, when 
the mob came upon him and forced him away against his will. 

At about 1 o’clock the master, being apprehensive for the stores, sent a person 
to inform the authorities at Rathkeale of the state of affairs; and again, about 
an hour afterwards; but no protection arrived till about half-past 3. 

The persons breaking into the house appeared to have two objects ; one was 
to plunder the stores, the other to execute summary vengeance on the master 
and assistant master, who have been lately instrumental in punisliing parties in 
and out of the workhouse for theft. The most violent expressions were made 
use of by the mob against these two officers. 

From the confusion which existed, very littlebusiness was done by the Board ; 
and when the attack was made on the military, all proceedings were imme- 
diately suspended, and the greater number of the Guai’dians departed when the 
mob was cleared away. I could not, in consequence, get the proceedings regu- 
larly finished that evening, and have appointed this day for competing tlie 
proceedings, if I can procure the attendance of a sufficient number of Guardians. 

However, in order that the occurrence might not operate mjunously to the 
really destitute, I advised the officers, after the mob was dispereed, to admit 
provisionally all who appeared to be proper objects for relief ; and m pursuance 
of this arrangement, 99 persons were admitted, including about 20 who had 
been admitted by the Board. ^ i t, v 

It is but justice to the officers of the house to state that they acted all through 
with the utmost coolness aud determination. They kept the doors f^tened, 
notwithstanding the most violent threats against them. The master tailor also 
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•Rathkeale Union, 'behaved with great spirit in defending the master’s hall door, and also in pro- 
tecting the matron from the mob. 

The tu'o Roman Catholic clergymen were mainly instrumental in preventing 
a greatly-increased amount of injury to tlie premises, and probably in savin» 
the lives of the master and assistant master, by delaying the mob at tire several 
entrances^ in consequence whereof the military arrived before they could o-et 
to the stores or into the dining hall. ° 

In addition to the damage done to the doors and gate, a considerable quantity 
of glass was brol^en in different parts of the house. 

Various reports are in circulation -with regard to the intentions of the claimants 
for relief. Some say they are determined to come in armed and demolish the 
workhouse, so that there may he no means of ajjplying a test to the ablc-])odied. 
Under any circumstances, in the present state of this country, it will he im}:>os- 
sible for the business of the Board to be conducted with any regularity or order 
unless protection be afforded ; and I am convinced that such protection is ahso- 
sutely necessary for the safety of tlie master and assistant master, and will be 
required by the Guardians in carrying out the Commissioners’ intentions of 
applying the workhouse test to the able-bodied. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to add that a repetition of tlie occurrences of Mon- 
day last will destroy all order and regularity in the proceedings of the Board, 
throw the accounts into the utmost confusion, and prevent the possibility of 
this Union getting over the interval until next hai-vest without a profuse ex- 
penditure in the beginning, and a period of absolute famine ^vhcii tlie funds are 
all exjjended. 

The General of the district has just now been at the workhouse to examine 
into the circumstances of the occurrence. 

I have, &c., 

fP'. Stanley, hisg., J. Hall, Clerk to the Gitardians 

4*c. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Clerk of the Guardians:— 
October 21, 1847. 



■O V Commissioners for administering tile Laws for 

Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 20th instant, reporting the circumstances of the attack which had 
been made on the workhouse of Rathkeale Union on the 18th instant; and I 
am to convey to you the thanks of the Commissioners for your excellent 
report of what took place at the workhouse on that day. I am, at the same 
time, to state that the Commissioners fully approve of the orders «iven by you 
in the morning for closing the gates. 

The Cornmissionew request that you will express their thanks to the Roman 
Catholic Clergymen for their exertions to repress the excitement of the iieople 
^ likewise to the master, assistant master, master tailor, aud the other officers 
lor their conduct on this occasion. 



In reference to your apprehension of disturbance next week, I am to state 
tiiat the Commissioners have been in communication with the Irish Govern- 
ment and they are given to understand that the police and military in the 
distoct have been reinforced. However, in order to be fully prepared, it is 
desirable that on any day when you anticipate any distm’bance, you should 
give early information to the constabulary. 



The Clerk of the Guardians to the Poor Law Commissioners • 

October 

Tnw>tm J information of the Commissioners, that the 

^ .o^.Guardians of tUs Union, on yesterday, passed oyer 

boiivTf measure to the presence of a large 

Rathkeale, and to the exertions and exhortations of the 
‘h™ respective chapels on Sunday last, as 
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The Board were, in consequence, enabled to proceed with the business of the 
meeting ; and, after getting through the ordinary proceedings, tlie Relieving 
Officers’ books were examined, and out-door relief, in the shape of food, was 
ordered for a considerable number of the classes now entitled to receive out-door 
relief. The Board was engaged at this duty till near nine o’clock, when the 
meeting was adjourned till ten o’clock tliis morning, for the pui’pose of finishing 
the examination of the Relieving Officers’ books, and making the necessary 
arrangements for the immediate supply of food at the several depots. 



The Cleek of the Guardians to the Poor Law Commissioners: — 
October 28, 1847. 

At the meeting of the Board of Guardians of Rathkeale Union, held on 
Monday the 25th instant, and continued by adjournment until yesterday the 
27th instant, it having been reported to the Board that the County Inspector of 
Constabulary had attended at the workhouse on Friday last for the purpose 
of making arrangements for the prevention of outrage thereat, and had strongly 
recommended that a small party of police should be placed in the premises to 
guard against any sudden or unexpected attacks, and that such party, consisting 
of six men and a constable, had been accordingly placed in the male probationary 
ward (for a long time past imoccupied), on Sunday night, where they still 
remained ; the Board approved of the arrangement, and, as the apartment in 
which they were placed was not at present required, the Board considered it 
would be desirable, for the protection of the officers, and to guard against any 
sudden outbreak, that tliey should continue there for some time longer ; and in 
order to enable them to prepare their food without communicating with any 
other part of the building, it was ordered that the stove in the room above- 
mentioned should be removed, the five-place opened, and a grate put therein ; 
also that two small sashes should he placed in the side ventilators. 



The Clerk of the Guardians to the Poor Law Commissioners- — 
November 3, 1847. 

At the meeting of the Guardians of Rathkeale Union, on yesterday the 
2nd instant, the officers of the house reported that a large number of applicants 
had been admitted provisionally on the preceding day, and that the number of 
inmates was now 966, being within eight of the number allowed by the Com- 
missioners’ order of tlie 24th April, 1847. The Board then proceeded to the 
admission of paupers, when eight were admitted, and it appearing that there 
were several other applicants, I called the attention of the Board to the Com- 
missioners’ letter of the 26th August, 1847, in pursuance of which accommo- 
dation for an additional number of inmates might be obtained, by discharging 
from the house such paupers as were at present entitled to out-relief, making 
them a weekly allowance of money or food, or by hiring a house or houses for 
the reception of one or more classes of paupers, or by adopting either of those 
expedients. On consideration, however, the Board did not approve of this 
mode of proceeding, and the following resolution was proposed by Thomas 
Royse, Esq., and unanimously adopted : — 

Resolved — That it is the opinion of the Rathkeale Board of Guardians that 
we recommend the Commissioners to send down their sealed order, to enable 
this Board to commence the system of out-door relief to able-bodied labourers, 
unemployed, and holding no land, as the workhouse is now lull ; the inmates 
being 974. We also request to state that, on mature consideration of the 
subject, we consider that the able-bodied labourer can thus be supported on 
much cheaper terms than by resoiting to the expensive mode of taking addi- 
tional houses for the use of the poor. The cost of supporting an able-bodied 

2 A 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Rathkeale Union. 



Page 19. 




162 PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 

Rathkeal^Union. jj^an out of dooi’s 13 the cost ill the house is li-. Ihl., not taking into 

account the expense of clothing. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Clerk of the Guardians; 

November 6, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the La^vs for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the reccixit of your letter of the 
3rd instant, reporting the resolution of the Board of Guardians of Rathkeale 
tJnioii on the 2nd instant, in which they request the Commissioners to issue a 
sealed order to enable the Board to commence the system of out-door relief to 
able-bodied labourers, unemployed, and holding no land, and express their 
belief that the able-bodied labourers can thus be supported on much cheaper 
terms than by resorting to the power of taking additional houses lor the use of 
the poor. 

In reference thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners to state that they 
would not feel justified in issuing a sealed order authorizing out-relief, under 
the second section of the Irish Relief Extension Act, until the Guardians had, 
as far as was practicable, had recourse to the various measures pointed out in. 
the Commissioners’ circular of the 26th of August. 

The Commissioners obseiwe, however, that the Guardians have not fully 
adopted any of those measures, and the Commissionei's are not even assured that 
the Guardians have given out-door allowances under the 1st section of the Act 
to all those who might legally receive it, and who would he fit objects for .such 
relief. 

In reference to the supposed superior economy of out-door relief for able- 
bo^ed men, in comparison with relief in the workhouse, the Commissioners 
desire to state that there has been ample experience elsewhere as to the com- 
parative economy of the two systems, and that it is contrary to recorded facts to 
suppose that out-door relief is on the whole cheaper. The fallacy consists in 
loolcing merely to the expense in any one individual case relieved, without con- 
sidering whether the niunber of individuals relieved would be equally great 
under a system of in-door relief. 

It is true that if in a particular week any individual pauper must absolutely 
be relieved, and the weekly cost of maintaining him out of the workhouse is 
only it would be cheaper for the one week to gi'ant him out-door relief 
than to maintain liim in the workhouse for I 5 . 7\d. On the other hand it is to 
be remembered, that relief in a workhouse is not generally an object of desire, 
and is not attractive, so that it would be an understatement to assert that 500 
persons would be anxious to receive out-door allowances for every 50 who 
would be anxious to receive relief in a workhouse. Now the Commissioners 
believe that the Guardians will, in making the calculation, find that 500 ten- 
pences amount altogether to far more than 50 sums of Is, 7^d. The Commis- 
sioners will ad(h that paupers in a workhouse will usually be found more 
desirous to obtain private employment than is the case with paupera receiving 
out-door rations j and it is indeed notorious that during tlie late relief operations, 
there was a difficulty in some parts of Ireland in inducing paupers receiving 
rations to work for private individuals. Hence it may be confidently asserted 
that the effect of out-door relief is to retain able-bodied paupers longer on the 
list than if they were relieved in the workhouse, and thus the mere cost of 
rnamtenance during any one week becomes secondary to the question^ of which 
of the two systems has a greater tendency to infuse habits of self-reliance and 
uidustiy , and to produce efforts to obtain employment in peisons who are in the 
receipt of relief. 
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The Clerk of the Guardians to the Poor Law Commissioners: — iiatiikeaie Union. 

Novemher 3, 1847. 

At the meeting of the Board of Guardians of Rathkeale Union on yes- 
terday the 2nd instant, the Board having gone through the ordinary business 
and commenced the examination of the Relieving Officers’ hooks, a crowd of 
persons, men, women, and children, forced their way up stairs, and rushed into 
the Board Room, where they commenced a clamorous demand for out-door 
relief ; as no persuasion could induce them to go away, and the noise and confu- 
sion being so great that no business could be proceeded with, all the Guardians, 
except the cliairman, departed. The crowd remained for about one hour and a 
hall’, contending with the chairman for out-door relief, and did not leave the 
Board-room till dusk, when, in consequence of the aljsence of the Guardians, 

4md the lateness of the hour, no business could be transacted. 

I have made an airangement with the Relieving Officers to meet me at the 
Board-room at 10 o’clock this day, when, if I can secure an attendance of a 
sufficient number of Guardians to form a Board, I will have their books 
examined. 



The Clerk of the Guardians to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 

Nov67nher 10, 1847. 

At the meeting of the Guardians of Rathkeale Union, on yesterday 
the 9th instant, your letter of the 6th instant, in which the Commissioners 
decline to sanction the administration of out-relief to the able-bodied in this 
Union, inasmuch as the available resources of the Guardians for the relief 
of that class of destitute persons were not as yet exhausted, Iiaidng been read 
•■and taken into consideration, a discussion arose as to the expediency of dis- 
charging such inmates of the workhouse as are entitled to out-door relief 
under the existing law, malving them a weekly alloivance of cash or Ibod, and 
of having a house or houses for the reception of the children now in the work- 
house, several Guardians at the same time maintaining that the Board should 
adhere to the resolution passed at the last meeting. The result ivas a division, 
on which there appeared — 

For adhering to the original resolution 12 Guardians, namely, Stephen 
Bourke, Thomas Mulqueen, Michael Lyons, Mathew O’Flaherty, John 
Westropp, Timothy M'^Coy, Daniel Leahy, Mortimer M'Coy, Michael Hurley, 

R. O’Shaughnessey, Johu M‘DonnelT(Tagli Bog), James Cahill. 

For hiring houses and making use of other means for affording relief, pointed 
out in the Commissioners letter of the 26th August, 6 Guardians, namely, Pageiu. 
John M'Donnell, V. C., John Christy, Daniel M. Mounsell, Thomas Lloyd, 

John T. Browne, James F. Massey. 

Two Guardians, Denis O’Flaherty, Esq., Cliairman of the Board, and John 
Mulqueen, declined voting. 

There being thus a majority of six against, hiring liouses, &c., the following 
resolution was carried : — 

Resolved , — That the Board adhere to the original resolution of requiring a 
sealed order to be issued for the administration of out-door relief to 
able-bodied. 

Subsequently to these proceedings a discussion arose among the Guardians 
with regard to the circumstances of the country, and the -difficulty of their 
position ; some of the Guardians stated, that the proceedings in the adjoining 
Union of Newcastle, where, it was allied, out-relief was given indisorimmately, 
had operated most injuriously in the Ratlikeale Union, the able-bodied poor 
requiring that the same system should be adopted in the latter Union; others 
stated that hopes had been held out to the people, that when the workhouse 
was full, out-relief to the able-bodied would be immediately administered, and 
that to disappoint those hopes would lead to veiy bad consequences. Some 
members stated that the people were in a state of great distre^, many of them 
living on turnips alone, and that no amount of accommodation that could be 
provided, would-be sufficient for them. Odiers, again, said that if a general 
system of out-relief to all classes was adopted, it would be impossible to levy au 
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amount sufficient to meet the expense by poor rate. After much conversation 
of this nature, the Board came to a unanimous determination of resigning the 
office, and the form of resignation was accordingly drawn up and signed by all 
the Guardians present, including some who had come in after the division on 
tlie letter of the 6th instant had talten place. 



Resignation op Guardians. 



We, the undersigned Guardians of the Rathkeale Union respectfully 
beg leave to tender our resignations, as we consider it useless under present 
circumstances to continue any longer in the discharge of duties entailing serious 
responsibility without adequate power to meet the emergency. 



We have, &c. 

Denis O’Flaherty, Chahnian. 

J. M'Donnell, Vice-Chairman. 

Mortimer M‘Coy, Deputy Vice-Chairman. 



W. Rouse, J. P. 

John Browne, J. P. 

T. Lloyd, D.L., J. P. 

D. M. Maunsell, j. P. 

T. H. Royse. D.P. 

John Studdert, D. L. 

Gerald Blennerhassett, J. P. 
Samuel D. Power, J. P. 

James F. G. Massey, J. P. 

John Mulqueen. 

Michael Lyons. 



Stephen 0‘Bourke. 
Matthew O’Flaherty, 
John Westropp. 

Thomas Mulqueen. 
Daniel Leahy. 

Timothy M'Coy. 

James Cahill. 

John M'Donnell. 

Patt Flurey. 

Richard O’Shaughnessy. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to each of the Ex-Officio and Elective 
Guardians of the Union, and to Mr. PIancock, Inspector : — November 13, 
1847. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to state that they have received, with much 
concern and surprise, a document signed by twenty-four Guai*dians of Rath- 
keale Union, tendering the resignation of their office. 

In reference to tliat document, the Commissioners desire to state that they 
do not admit the power of Guardians to divest themselves of the responsibility 
which has been imposed upon them by the Legislature; and the duty of 
administering relief to the destitute in Rathkeale Union still rests with the 
ex-officio and elected Guardians. 

As much suffering will necessarily be experienced if the destitute poor in 
Rathkeale Union remain unrelieved, the Commissioners request your attendance 
at the next Board meeting, and they will afford to you every support and 
assistance in their power in carrying out the existing laws for the relief of the 
poor, in accordance with the intentions of the Legislature. 

At the same time the Commissioners forward to you a copy of their 
Circular, of the 26th August last, and of their instructions to the Temporary 
Poor Law Inspectors, as embodying the views which the Co mm issioners 
entertain of the course which ought to be adopted by Boards of Guardians at 
the present crisis. 
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Exthact fvom Minutes of the Board of Guardians : — November 9, 1847. RaUiiie^tJnion. 

Present in. the Chair, at first, John M'Dounell, afterwards Denis O’Flaherty, 

Esq^., vice-chairman of the Board. Other Guardians : Samuel D. Power, 

Thomas H. Royse, Daniel Leahy, Jolin Christy, Michael Lyons, John S. 

Brown, John Studdert, G. Blennerhassett, L. M‘Coy, M. O’Flaherty, Thomas 
Mulqueen, Thomas Lloyd, D. M. Maunsell, Patt Healey, John Westropp, John 
M'Donnell, Stexihen Bourke, James Fallassey, Thomas Royse, M. M'Coy, John 
Mulqueen, R. O. Shaughuessey, Esqs. 

Read letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, declining to sanction the 
administration of out-door relief to the able-bodied ; the available resources of 
the Guardians lor the relief of that class of destitute persons not being ex- 
hausted. Whereupon a discussion took place as to the expediency ol discharging 
those inmates of the house who arc entitled to out-door relief, under the exist- ' 
ing law, making them a weekly allowance of cash or food, and hiring a house 
or houses for the reception of the children now in the workhouse.^ Several 
Guardians maintaining that the Board should adhere to the resolution passed 
at the last meeting ; the result was a division, on which there appeared lor 
adhering to the original resolution 12 Guardians; for hiring houses and using 
the other means pointed out by the letter of the 26th August, 6; majority in 
favour of adhering to original resolution, 6. It was then resolved, that the 
Board adhere to the original resolution of requiring a sealed order to be issued 
for the administration of out-door relief to the able-bodied. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians : — 

November 18, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the 
ReUef of the Poor in Ireland to state that they have had under consideration 
the resolution passed by the Rathkeale Board of Guardians on the 9tli mstmt, 
in which the Guardians again request the Commissioners to issue a sealed order, 
authorizing out-door relief to able-bodied men in Rathkeale Union. 

In reference to that resolution the Commissioners desire to call the attention 
of the Guardians to the Commissioners’ Circulai* of the 26th August last, and to jg^ 33 ^ 
the Commissioners’ Instructions to the Temporary Poor Law Inspectors, a copy 
of which is forwarded herewith for the inlbrmation of the Board ot Guardians ; 
and the Commissioners have already sent a copy of both these documents to 
each individual Guardian of the Union, as embodying the views winch the 
Commissioners entertain oi'the course which ought to be adopted by Boards oi 
Guardians at the present crisis. . 

It will be seen that the Commissioners will not enteriam a proposition lor 
authorizing out-door relief to able-bodied men until all other resources have 
failed. From the Minutes, however, of the Rathkeale Board of Gnardiaus oi 
the 9th instant, it appeared that the Guardians declined to take measures either 
for granting out-door allowances to paupers in the workhouse under the lirst 
section of the Irish Relief Extension Act, or for obtaining additional wori^house 
accommodation, although both these expedients were pomtedly brought under 
their notice. „ . . 

Under those circumstances the Commissioners were of opmion that they 
would not be justified in complying with the request to issue an out-door reliel 
order in Rathkeale Union, unless they were prepared to abandon ^e safeguards 
which had been devised by the wisdom of the Legislature for distmguishmg 
real from fictitious distress, and for thus preserving rate-payers from the burden 
of a taxation which might be otherwise too heavy for them to bear. 

For the same reasons the Commissioners stiU decline at the present moment 
to issue an order authorizing out-door relief to able-bodied men m la i 'e e 
Union. They call upon the Guardians, in the first instance, to revise the list ol 
paupers in the workhouse, and to grant reasonable out-door allowances to such 
of them as are permanently disabled from labour by reason of old age, iniirmi y, 
or bodily or mental defect, and to those who are destitute poor \ndows having 
two or more legitimate children dependent upon them. The Commissioners 
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Rithkeale Union, further call upon the Guardians to use every exei'tion to ohtaij! additional work- 
house accommodation ; and more especially to procure a separate buildino- to 
which they may remove all the workhouse children. If the Guardians wili at 
once act upon these two suggestions, and will then offer relief in the workhouse 
to all destitute able-bodied male apfdicants, the Commissioners trust tliat there 
will be no reason why the Guardians should again at the present period apply 
for an order under the second section of the Irish Relief Extension Act. ’ 
At any rate the Commissioners desire to impress upon the Guardians the 
ruinous effects which must necessarily result from, yielding to menaces and 
combinations amongst lawless able-bodied labourers, and attempting to orant 
them out-door relief before the necessity for it really arises. The expense to 
the Union of such relief would ultimately become intolerable ; and there is no 
class of persons on whom as a system it would inflict deeper and more irre- 
parable injury than on the labouring classes themselves. The Commi.ssioners 
therefore, rely upon the Guardians warding off this evil from the Union, by 
the exhibition of timely energy, discretion, and firmness. 



The Clerk of the Guardians to the Poor Law Commissioners: 

November 20, 1847. 



At the meeting of the Board of Guardians of Rathkeale Union on 
yesterday, ^the 19th mstant, your letter of the ISth instant, conveying the Com- 
missioners refusal to issue an order for giving out-relief to the able-bodied in 
the Rathkeale Union, until the other resources available for relieving this class 
oi destitute persons were exhausted, having heen i-ead, Mr. Hancock, Assistant 
Commissioner, who attended the meeting, addressed the Board at considerable 
length in support of the Commissioners’ views with regard to giving ont-rolief 
to the able-bodied ; whereupon a discussion arose, at the conclusion of which it 



Resofoed,— That m order to provide for the accommodation of the alile- 
bodied m the workhouse, all the present inmates who are aititlcd to out-rclief 
imder tlie 1st section of the 10 Vic., c. 31, and who are willing to leave the 
house, shall receive the following weeldy allowances for their support while 
out, VIZ., to smgle persons and heads of families, l.s. each per week: to any 
other members of tile same family over nine years of age, Scl. per week each ■ 
a of such families under nine years of age, 6A per week each 

and that due notice of this arrangement be given in the workhouse. 

And It Tvas also — 

Ilesohed, —That all fever cases now under treatment, or hereafter occurrino- 
m the workhouse be transmitted to the Rathkeale Fever Hospital, so as to 
keep the house altogether free from the sick ; and that the Commissioners be 
requested to authorise the Board to receive a greater number of inmates than 
toey are now limited to by the sealed Order of the 24th April, 1847, viz 974 
The Board respectfully beg to suggest that, under present arrangements, by the 
removal of all the sick, and by increased ventilation, the Commissioners might 
salely extend the numirer to 1200. 



Mr. Hancock’s Observations on foregoing :—i\'bce»iiei' 23, 1847. 

^ ^'^.sdd to this statement. The Guardians upon Saturday 

Mted upon the rraolutiou of making money payments, and a number of persons 
workhouse will avail themselves of the money payments. 

With respect to permitting the number to be increased to 1200, I annex the 
emmeate ol the medical offleer; and probably, under present circumstances, 
it. Hospital, and all cases of sick 

removed to the hospital in the town, which for some time has been 
wilder the direction oi the Ouardians, I would recommend the sancs- 
hospital wards occupied, it being clearly under- 
stood that all cases of fever arising are to be forthwith removed, and any case of 
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non-contagious disease requiring medical treatment should be removed to the 
hospital in town. 



Enclosure. 

RatlJiedle Workhouse, November 20, 1847. 

I HEREBY certify that, having carefully examined the house-room in the Rathkeale 
workhouse, T am of opinion (taking into consideration the perfectly ventilated state of it) that 
1200 paupers may be safely accommodated in it. The fever cases, should any occur, are to 
be provided for in the Fever Hospital. And the Town Hospital will be sufficient for the occu- 
pation of tlie other diseases which may set in, not being infectious. 

T. O’Loughlin, Medical Officer. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Wilkinson, Architect of the Poor 
Law Commission : — November 25, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to forward to you the enclosed communication 
which they have received from the clerk to the Guardians of Rathkeale Union 
containing resolutions of the Guardians for increasing the workhouse accom- 
modation, together with Mr. Hancock’s observations thereon j and I am to 
request that you will report specially on the propriety of complying ■with 
Mr. Hancock’s suggestion to allow the hospital wai'ds to be occupied as pro- 
posed, and to permit the number of workhouse inmates to be extended to 1200. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Clerk of the Guardians : — 
November 24, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acloiowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
20th inst., reporting resolutions of the Board of GuaixUans of Rathkeale Union 
on the 19th inst. for increasing the workhouse accommodation, and for making 
weeldy money allowances under the 1st section of the Irish Poor Relief Exten- 
sion Act to certain inmates who are willing to leave the workhouse. In 
reference to the scale of allowances which the Guardians propose, I am to state 
that the Commissioners take for granted that such scale is not intended to 
supersede inquiry into each individual case, or prevent the proportioning the 
measure of relief to the peculiar wants of each applicant. The Commissioners 
are in communication with tlieir architect in regard to the number of inmates 
that may be accommodated in the workhouse. 



Newcastle Union — Out-door Relief . 

No. 1. — Extract from Minutes of the Board of Guardians : — 
September 7, 1847. 

Present, in the Chair, William S. O'Brien, M.P. Otlier Guardians : Eyre 
Massey, William Murphy, Thomas Enright, Jeremiali Fitz Gibbcai, John 
Meehan, John Carmody, Hugh M. Gun, David Hannigan, Mathew O’Donnell, 
Henry Sheehy, Edward Irwin, Charles Plummer, James Listin, James Wig- 
more, Edmond Wolfe, Michael Leahy, Jolm Dowliug, Edmond Sheehy, and 
John Roche. 

During the sitting of the Board this day, from 400 to 500 able-bodied 
labourers and some women assembled in front of the workhouse, requiring 
relief, 40 of whom forced their way into the Board-room, when the Chairman 
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Keweastle TJnion. inquired of them what thay wanted. They stated that they wanted relief for 
themselves and their families, who they said were starving. He informed 
them that there was sufficient room in the workhouse, and tliat they would be 
received with their families ; but they declined to come into the workhouse 
and said that they ^vallted to be relieved outside. The Chairman stated that it 
was contrary to law, and enumerated the several classes of persons who were to 
receive relief outside, and that, while there was room in the workhouse, the 
•able-bodied requiring relief should come in : after which they retired, threaten- 
ing the rural Guardians, that they nor their families would not staiwe while 
there were cattle and corn to be had in the country. 

William S. O’Brien, Chairman. 



No. 2. — ]\Ir. O’Brien to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Cahermoyle, RathJeeale, 

September 14, 1847. 

I THINK it right to apprise you that a very large number of ablc-hodied 
labourers applied for admission to the Newcastle workhouse this day, and the 
number of those who liave signified their intention to enter before next Board- 
day, under the authority for provisional admission, vested in the master, is so 
great,^ that il such intention be fulfilled, we shall be under the necessity of 
applying immediately for permission to grant out-door relief to the able-bodied 
as well as to the infirm poor. Under these circumstances, 1 think it desirable 
that our Board should be furnished with suggestions as to the best mode of 
deahng with the applications which will probably be made for relief within a 
very short time, by several hundreds, perhaps by several thousands, of able- 
bodied labourers, unable to find employment, who, with their families, must 
starve unless supported either in or out of the house. The collection of the 
rate proceeds very slowly, in consequence of the consolidation of the very 
heavy rate required to pay the ration advances with the rate necessary to carry 
mto effect the ordinaiy law. Much indisposition to pay it has also been created 
by the circumstance that the rate in an adjoining Union has been limited to 3^. 
in the pound ; whereas, in our Union, rates as high as 4:s. I Itf. have been im- 
posed upon some electoral divisions. Believing that an attempt to persevere in 
the collection of any rate exceeding 3^. in the pound would throw this district 
mto confusion, I have taken upon myself the responsibility of advising our 
Board to authorise the collectors to receive 3^. per pound on account, in all 
electoral divisions in which the rate exceeds that sum, leaving repayments of the 
temporary relief advances to be dealt with hereafter, upon whatever principle 
shall be applied to other parts of the kingdom. With this limitation, I hope 
that the Guardians will he able to succeed in causing the rate to be collected. 



No. 3.— The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. O’Brien : — September 20, 1847. 

„ ^ directed by the Commissioners for administering the X<aws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
l^h mstant, in which you state that a very large number of able-bodied 
labourers applied for admission to the Newcastle workhouse on that day, and 
request instructions with regard to the provisional admission by the workhouse- 
master of a large number of paupers, who have signified their intention of 
^tering the workhouse before next Board day. In reference thereto, I am 
directed by the Commissioners to state that the discretionary power of the 
master, in regard to the admission of paupers to which you refer, is limited to 
cases of sudden and urgent necessity, and to cases recommended by a warden; 

n enclose herewith, for your information, copies of circulars which 
the Commissioners have recently issued on the subject of in and out-door relief. 
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and to call your especial attention to the suggestions in the circulai* of the 26th 
ultimo. 

With reference to your statement that you had taken upon yourself the 
resjoonsibility of advising the Board of Guardians to authorise the collectors 
to receive 3^. in the pound on account in all electoral divisions in which the 
rate exceeds that sum, I am to state that, under the circumstances, no objection 
will be raised by the Commissioners to the collection of the rate as proposed ; 
but as the collection of the rate by instalments will necessarily tend to com- 
plicate the accounts, the Commissioners trust that the utmost vigilance will be 
used by the Board of Guardians in regard to the due supervision of the collec- 
tion, and that they will take care that the collector’ accounts ai*e regularly and 
carefully examined. 



No. 4. — Mr. O’Brien to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Cahermoyle, Raikkeale, 

October 6, 1847. 

The workhouse at Newcastle is now quite full. The additional building 
engaged for temporary occupation is also overcrowded. The Reports of the 
Relieving Officers convince me that the number of able-bodied poor in imme- 
diate want of relief, will amount to several thousand persons. No change of 
arrangements, therefore, will enable us to apply the workhouse as a test. Under 
these circumstances it is desirable that the Guardians should be informed as to 
the views of the Poor Law Commissioners with respect to the best mode of 
relieving the able-bodied ; and being anxious to give effect to the Poor Law in 
the manner most beneficial to the county, I take the liberty to ask, — 

Whether the Guardians will be at liberty to employ the able-bodied poor 
udio are relieved by rations, in completing the works commenced by the Board 
of Works in this Union, almost all of wliich have been left unfinished. 

Also, whether -we are at liberty to give rations to those who may be able to 
obtain employment occasionally, but not sufficient to maintain their families. 

p,S. — ^This letter has not been written by direction of the Board, but in order 
that I may be enabled to offer advice to the Guardians at their next meeting. 



No. 5. — The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. O’Brien ; — 

October 8, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
6th instant, which was received in this office to-day. 

In reference to that letter, the Commissioners desire to state that before 
issuing an order authorizing out-door relief in any Union to able-bodied persons 
mider the 2nd section of the Irish Relief Extension Act; they deem it advisable 
to obtain a report on the subject from the Inspector of the district to which the 
Union belongs. And the Commissioners have accordingly i^tructed their 
Inspector, Mr. Hancock, to inquire and report to the Commissioners, with the 
least possible delay, on the state of Newcastle Union, md on the necessity m 
issuing the order requested by the Guardians in their resolution of the 5th 
instant. , 

The Commissioners have likewise addressed a letter on the subject to the 
Newcastle Board of Guardians, of which letter the Commissioners .herewith 
transmit a copy. . , , i 

With regard to the two important questions which- you have addressed to the 
Commissioners in your letter, the Commissioners have to state as follows . 

1st. They are desirous that the question of employing the able-bodied paupm*s 
of the Union on the roads left unfinished by the Board of Woik^ or on the 



Newc.ostle Union. 



No. JO, pnge 172. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




170 PAPERS RELATING TO TIIE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 



Newcastle iJuinn. malving of auy other roads, should not be raised at the present moment. If the 
tvorkliouse on account of the number of applicants be found insufficient as a 
test, the Commissioners think that whatever is known by exi^erience to be the 
next best test should be applied. Now road-making lias been proved, on a very- 
extensive scale, to be no adequate test ; and the Commissionors •would strongly 
recommejid another test, which has often been found cfiectual. The Commis- 
sioners advert to stone-breaking; and the Commissioners would suggest the 
making preparations for obtaining a lai’ge supply of hard stone, and for employ- 
ing able-bodietl paupers at stone-breaking by task-work, in return for the 
rations to be supplied by the Union. 

2ndly. The Commissioners are anxious strictly to prohibit and i)roveut the 
granting relief on account of the insufficiency of their wages to persons occa- 
sionally employed during the week. 

It appeal's to the Commissioners that there is no rule of greater importance 
in the administration of out-relief to able-bodied men than that they should be 
maintained either wholly by their employer or wholly by the Board of 
Guardians ; and that the strongest line should thus be drawn between relief 
and wages. 

In the event of out-door relief to the able-liodied becoming necessary in New- 
castle Union, the Commissioners would feel great satisfaction if they could 
obtain your support in maintaining this rule unimpaired. 



No. 6.— Messrs, Cox and Shelton, Ex-officio Gaardiaus, to the Poor Law 
Commissionehs. 

Ballynoe, Ballingarry^ County Limerick, 
October 7, 1847. 

We, the midersigued, heiug two of the ex-offloio Guardians of the Poor 
Law Umou of Newcastle, county Limerioh, reciuest you will put before the 
Commissionere the following statement. Being on the verge of that period 
when, according to law. the ont-door relief must be given to the able-bodied, 
whidi will cause an enormous iucrease of taxation, and when, under the Act, 
the Guardians need not req^uire auy value from the recipients for the sums, &o,, 
paid lor out-door relief, it occurs to us to suggest to tlieCoinmLssionoi-sforthcir 
consideration the folloiviiig plan, by which the public at large will bo benefited, 
and the residents of the several localities relieved from the iiiconvenieiico they 
at present suffer from the state of the public roads. 

It must be laiown to tlie Commissioners that upon the cessation of the Relief 
Works, numerous roads throughout the country were left in an itnfiiiislied and 
m many ^es nearly an mpmsahh state, and that the grand juries of comities 
took no steps at the late assizes to complete those works, or even to render these 
roads passable; many of the works, viz., small pieces of roads (new), ioiniug 
together other great thorouglifrires, were nearly fliiished by the Relief Works 
tTin'on ^ “/ complete. Aocordiug as we read 

1 lor the able-bodied, no provision whatever is made for 

emiiloyment; therefore a large amount of the able-bodied working olas.s will, 
dining the prerent winter at all events, be receiving relief in a state of idleness, 
Ob in , never contemplated, inasmuch as it is 

obvious that leaving a laige portion of the able-bodied working class in a state 
ot total idleness must pi-oduce great demoralization, an indisposition, and, indeed, 
an uiability to work (from loss of their usual habits), which must hereafter, 
inlJ I'f “■ “sool occupation, totally unfit them for labour- 

lui ■ 7 “ I'l® resident gentry and farmers of the country 

TPaAf ^ 0-vei-stocked in own vicinity with labour, or from 

labourers, entirely unable to employ the class of 
(Ii.rs?-! namely the unemployed able-bilied paupers, 

rords SwT’ state of the piblic 
shoSd consider the same applies to all Unions)' 

reviewed and reported upon by the Poor Law Guardians 
y surveyor, in a general meeting of the Union Guardians assembled 
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specially for this purpose, who will select first such roads as may req^uire imme- 
diate completion, and where there may exist any rival representation, they will 
act on the opinion of the county surveyor as to the first selection. That notices 
he then distributed and posted that the completion of said works be open to 
contract by tender, the same as in the case of grand jury presentments, the 
lowest solvent tender taken, and security to be given for the performance of 
the work, according to the county surveyor’s specification and plans, the con- 
tractors engaging that they will only employ such aUe-bodied labourei-s as may 
lie sent by the Relieving Officers (who must be directed to send none others), 
and that sucli working man shall, upon receiving a certificate from the con- 
tractors that he has performed a day’s work, receive from the proper person ap- 
pointed to give out-door relief the amount which he may have earned, at the 
rate as aiTanged by the Guardians and conti-actor ; same to be given to the 
jiauper cither in money, meal; or food, as the said labourer may choose, upon 
the county surveyor certifying that the contractor finished and completed said 
■work according to specification, and to his (the county surveyor’s) satisfaction; 
then the contractor is to be paid the balance, if any, which may ai)pear due after 
deducting the amount paid in relief or cash to the labourers employed. It 
should be borne in mind that the above plan will materially affect all persons 
liable to taxation, by materially reducing the amount of gvand-juiy cess at the 
next spring assizes, when the roads as above referred to must be presented for, 
besides the manifest additional advantage of having such roads put in good order 
before the winter passes, when many of them, if left in their present state, must 
become imjiassable, at a time when the traffic communication to the several 
market towns where the farmers are taking their produce will be stopped. 

We earnestly invite the attention of the Commissioners to the above, -^vliich 
doubtless may be much amended by them, 

And remain, &c. 

William Cox, J.P. Coxtnty Limerick. 
TAe Secretary to the Poor Law J. W. Shelton, J. P. Comity Limerick. 

Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 7. — Commissioners’ REPL-r*to Messrs. Cox and Shelton: — 

October 8, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
7th instant, suggesting a plan for the employment of able-bodied labourers 
when it becomes necessary to give out-door relief to that class, and I am to state 
that the subject shall receive the consideration of the Commissioners. 



]^o. 8 .— Extract from Minutes of the Board of Guardians:— 5, 1847- 

Present, in the Chair, William S. O’Brien, M.P. Other Guardians : Thomas 
Locke, William Cox, William Murphy, David Leahy, Thomas Enright, Hugh 
Murry Guu, David Haunigaii, Matliew O’Donnell, Chaides Plummer., James 
Wigmore, Edmond Wolfe, Michael Leahy, Edmond Sheehy, and John Roche. 

Resolved, — That in consequence of the workhouse having the full number in 
it allowed by the Poor Law Commissieners’ sealed order, and that the tempo- 
rary house, in. the town of Newcastle, provided for the reception of paupers, 
having over its proper complement, and that further accommodation cannot 
be obtained for the reception of destitute poor persons, not being destitute by 
sickness or accident; that the Poor Law Commissioners be requested to issue 
their order, authorizing and empowering the Guardiai^ of Newcastle Union to 
administer relief out of the workhouse. 

2i^/y^j_That the Relieving Officers be authorized to distribute provision- 
ally, by orders on the food contractors of their several districts, relief to such 
disabled, itifirm, poor widows. See., as are of the class which may by law be 
I'elieved out of the workhouse -without the concurrence of the P oor Law Com- 

2 B 2 
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Newcastle Union, missioiiei's ; and that they he recommended to consult the Guardians with 
respect to tlie case of each applicant, in order to satisfy themselves as to the 
propriety of affording to each person such relief. 

Tliat the rations be one pound of meal for those whose age exceeds nine 
years, and half a pound for every person under that age. 

That they furnish, on next Board day, accurate returns relative to the relief 
so afforded, in order that the same may be confirmed ; and that arrangements, 
of a permanent nature, may hereaiter be made by tliis Board. ’ 



No. 9. — Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Hancock, Inspector : — 
October 8, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering- the La-ws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland, to forward to you the Minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of Newcastle Union, on the 5th instant ; and I am to 
request you wiR inquire and report to the Commissioners, with tlie least pos- 
sible delay, on tlie state of Newcastle Union, and on the necessity oi' issuing the 
order which the Guardians request to authorize the administration of relief out 
of the workhouse. 



No. 10.— Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians: — 
October 8, 1847. 

With reference to the resolution contained in Minutes of proceedings of 
the Boai'd of Guardians of Newcastle Union on the 5th instant, requesting the 
Commissioners to issue their order, authorizing and empowering the Guardians 
to administer relief out of tlie workhouse, I am directed by the Commissioners 
for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor iu Ireland, to state that 
they have instructed their Inspector, Mr. Hancock, to inquire and report to 
them on the subject with the least possible delay ; and I am to state that in the 
mean time the Commissioners recommend the Guardians carefully to review 
^ V- cases in the workhouse, and to give out-door relief in every instance in 
^ discretionary power, under the first section of the Irish 
Kehel Extension Act. 

From the return for the week ending Saturday, the 2nd instant, it appears 
that there were m the workhouse, dmnng that week, 97 males, aged 15 years 
and upwards, not able-bodied, and 109 females, aged 15 and upwards,'not able- 
bodied, bemg m all 206 individuals. 

The Commissioners further request the Guai*diaiis to take into consideration 
the propriety of removing the children of the workhouse to a separate and 
distinct establishment. 



No. 11.— Extract from Minutes of the Board of Guardians 
October 12, 1847. 

Present, in the Chair, William S. O’Brien, M.P. Other Guardians : Thomas 
Locke, William Cox, Thomas Enright, John W. Shelton, John P. Crenin. 
Jo^ Carmody, Hugh Murry Gun, Henry Sheehy, Charles Plummer, James 
Wigmore, Edmond Wolfe, Thomas Fitzgerald, Edmond Sheehy, and W. J. 
Hancock, Esq., Inspector, and the Rev. Mr. Carroll, Roman Catholic Clergy- 
man. 

Read the Commissioners’ letter of the 8th October,' 1847, No. 32,365, D/47, 
with reference to the Guardians’ resolution of the 5th instant, requesting the 
Commissioners to issue their order, authorizing and empowering the Guardians 
to administer relief out of the workhouse. 

Resolved, That it appears to this Board to he desirable to relieve the ahle- 
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bodied poor by rations given in exchange for work applied in completing Newea-tis Um on. 
worlvs of public utility left unfinished by the Board of Works. 

That the relieving officers be authorized provisionally for one week to 
distribute rations to such of the able-bodied poor as the Guardians of the 
several electoral divisions shall deem to require immediate relief. 

Read the following letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, dated Bth 
October, 1847, to William S. O’Brien, M.P., Chairman of this Board, in repily 
to a letter written by him, of which he did not keep a copy. {The Conmiis- 
doners' letter is "No. 5” of this Series) 

Copy letter from William Cox and J. W. Shelton, dated Ballyiioe, Ballin- 
garry, October 7, 1847, to the Secretary to the Poor Law Commissioners 
{The letter and reply are “Nos. 6 and 7” in this Series.) 



No. 12. — Report from Mr. I-Iancock, Inspector, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners. 



Gentlemen, 



Newcastle, October 13, 1847- 



I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
8th instant, forwarding to me " Minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guar- 
" dians of Newcastle Union on the 5th instant, and dhectiirg me to inquire and 
“ report to the Commissioners, with the least possible delay, on the state of the 
" Newcastle Union, and the necessity of issuing the order which the Guardians 
" request to authorize the administration of relief out of the ivorkhouse.” 

I have the honour to report, that I attended the meeting of the Guardians 
of the Newcastle Union yesterday, William Smith O’Brien, Esq., one of the 
members of the county of Limerick, the Chairman of the Newcastle Union, 

^ It appears, by the Minutes of Guardians of the 7th September, 1847, that 
400 to 500 able-bodied labourers, and some women, assembled at the work- 
house ; 40 of whom forced their way into the Board-room and demanded 
relief, upon which the Chairman, Mr. O'Brien, stated, that the law did not 
allow the Guardians to give relief until the workhouse was full. (See extract The extract is the 
of Mmutes annexed, A 1.) ,, , , No. i in this series, 

On the 14tli September, about 2 o’clock, 500 to 600 able-bodied men and p. le?, 
women assembled from different parts of the Union and demanded relief, and 
threatened to force their way into the workhouse. The Chairman, Mr. 0 Brien, 
remonstrated with them ; 243 names were taken down for relief, but only 42 
remained in the workhouse. Upon this occasion it tvas found necessaiy to have 
the attendance of the stipendiary magistrate of the district, with a party ol 
police and military to protect the G uardians and the property of the Umon. 

(See extract from Minutes of Guardians annexed.) , As. 

On the 21st September, the workhouse being full, an addihmial house m 
the town of Newcastle was taken. (See exti-act from Minutes of Guardians.) A. 3. 

On the 3rd October, 1847, a meeting was held of the^starving poor of the 
parish of Ballingarry, at Grenah, and a memorial waS addressed to the 
ex-officio Guardians of the Union, and a copy forwarded to the Guardians. 

I annex the document received by the clerk, but it does not appear by the 
Minutes of the Guardians that any Minute of the Guardians was made upon 
the receipt of that memorial. I annex the document. ^ c 

It is probable, however, that the resolution passed at the meeting ot 
Guardians upon the 5th October, may have had reference to this memo- 

rial, and the previous visits to the Guardians. , j- xt. lee No. 8. p. i7i. 

At the meeting of Guardians yesterday, I urged upon the Guardians the 
necessity of providing workhouse accommodation, in order fully to test the 

am sorry to say all my arguments failed. It was alleged that houses could 
not be procured ; that the parties entitled to relief outside would not leave the 
house, and no matter what plan was suggested by me, it was met by the 
answer, that it was impossible to carry out the plan ; that houses could not be 
procured for the children, nor could the parties in the house be induced to 
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leave, as they hacl no place to go to, nor had the Guardians any llmds available 
to make money payments. 

The Relieving Officers’ books were examined, and it appeared they liad 
entered 9390 names of applicants for relief, as may appear by the <locmneat 
annexed. 

Oiic of the Relieving Officers handed in a paper, which I annex, of G1 heads 
of families who applied for relief, the number of individuals ol’ each family 
being from 2 to 9. One man was returned as occupier of 27 acres, another 10 
acres, and several of 6 ; in lact, all holding more or less land. 

The ex officio Guardians, Mr. Cox and Cai)taiii Shelton, attended, and read 
the No. 32,364, and the Chairman road the letter he had received irom your 
Board, No. 32,363 — D/47, and, after considerable discussion, the Guardians 
unanimously came to the resolution as follows : — 

That it appears to this Board to be desirable to relieve the ablo- 
“ bodied poor, by rations given in exchange for work applied in completing 
“ works of public utility left unfinished by the Board of Works.” 

Another resolution was also passed — “That the Relieving Officers be authori/:cd 
“ provisionally for one week to distribute rations to such of the aljlc-liodicd poor 
“ as the Guardians of the several divisions shall deem to rcf|uire immediate 
“ relief.” 

Thus, in fact, anticipating tlie issue of your order for out-door relief. 

I placed the matter in every way jiossible before the Guardians, as to the in- 
jurious effects liliely to result from sucli resolutions, but u’ithout eilcct. 

The order issued in April last prohibits more than 600 Ijcing in the work- 
house, and the house in the town of New’castle is not capable ol' containing 
more than 40. This day there ^vere 595 in the workhouse, and in the house in 
Newcastle, 40. (See annexed return of the master.) 

I annex a letter from the rate collector, Meylan, to the clerk, 'which •was rciul 
at the adjourned meeting of the Guardians, upon the 8th, but no order made 
thereon. 

If returns were obtained from the Board of Works, the number of labourers 
employed this time last year might be ascertained ; at present tlu'rc arc no 
Public Works, and I am afraid very little private umrk. It ai)pears to me the 
Commissioners have no coui-se lelt, but to allow the Guardians to have their 
own way, and issue the order as req^uested. 

I have, &c., 

To the Poor Laio Conimmioners, William John Hancock. 

^'c. 8fc. 4‘c. 



ENCLosuRes, 

(A 1.) — Extract from Guardiaks' Minutes of September 7 . — Already given as No. 1. 
in this Series, p. 167. 

A 2. — Extract from Minutes of the 14th September, 1847. 

About 2 o'clock this day, (hiring the silting of the Bonrd, from 500 to 600 able-bodied 
men and women assembled from diflerenl parts of the Union in front of the workhou.se, 
demanding relief, and threatening to force theirway into the worklioiise. Tlio Chairman went 
out to remonstrate with them, and stated, that the Guardians were doing their duty, but the 
blame solely rested on the. rate-payers in not paying up their rates; that there was room at 
present in the workhouse, where they would be received, when 243 gave down their names for 
admission, out of which only 42 remained in the workhouse, provisionally admitted by the 
master. Mr. Smyth, stipendiary nnigisfi-ate, having got information during the past week, from 
the master of the workhouse, of an intended attack, had the military and police in attendance. 

A 3. — Extract front Minutes of 21st September, 1847. 

Resolved — that, in consequence of the workhouse having this clay the full number 
allowed by the Commissioners’ sealed order, that the house lately occupied in the town of New- 
castle for the reception of paupers be again taken for further accommodation, and that 
Mr. Murry Gun be requested to wait on Captain Kennedy or his brother, to ascertain whctlier 
il can be got; 
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(B.) — To th(i Ex-Officio Guaudjans of the Union of Newcastle. 

The earnest Memorial of the starving poor of the parish of Ballingany assembled at 
Grenah on the 3rd October, 1S47. 

Humbly showeth, — 

'i'hat we have already placed before the public a true stntenient of the enoitnous grievance 
to whicii we are suhjectecl by your honourable Board in being left to all the squalor, misery, 
and living death of feeding on such garbage as we can procure, in the absence of ail employ- 
ment and all means of purchasing a morsel of the coarsest food that it is natural for man to eat. 
Tliat we would be too happy if we could, like your pigs, procmre even a little of the rofiiae of 
Indian meal to give some relish, or some little nnlritive strength to our CH'dinary meal of 
cabbage eaten out of the water with salt, without a morsel of bread, a pofaloe or any other 
i-oot or bread stuff food whatever. “That bare support for the thoroughly destitute” is the 
undoubted law of the land, and that no one can doubt but such was the true intent and meaning 
of the Qneni and Her Lords and Commons, when she j^assed the Act for the Out-door Belief 
of the D.*st.itute in certain cases. That law received the Royal Assent on the 7lh day of July, 
and it has been, by yonr Board, left an entiredead letter for thc.se three months. In vain, do we 
send up our cries and our groans and our humble supplications before you. In vain, do we 
describe, in the strongest terms we can command, our dreadful, our unprecedented evils and 
woes. You have other matters to engage your attention, you are shooting on the mountains; 
you are engageil on your journeys for business or pleasure ; you are enjoying all the luxurious 
plenty of your rank and station whilst wo are perisliing, whilst the faces, dear to us, are turned 
green, almost as the wretched vegetable wliich constitute o\ir sole and unnatural nourishment. 
Can we bring ourselves to believe, that persons, in your high rank and station, have conspired 
agaiiist the laws and against the lives of the poor and the helpless. To defeat a minister who 
seems to feel for the wants of the Irish poor; to defeat a Government that we will in future 
call the Poor Man’s Government may be a triumph; But to achieve this triumph, you will 
have to stalk over tlie emaciated bodies, the skeleton corpses of the aged, the palsied, the 
decrepid, of tlie widow and the orphan whom you have cons%ned to slow death, by your 
refusal to carry out the law made to save them from famine and pestilence. The soldiers of 
the ruthless Ireton drove the Irish of his day to fee<l on grass, the lips of the dead were coloured 
green from the food on which they tried in vain to live. We are not reduced to cat grass, 
you have only reduced us to eat cabbage, a diet to which you wotild never dream of reducing 
your days. 

Gentlemen, we are not the fools you think us ; we see the plan (at least we think so) of 
the great and powerful, by the severe and stem exaction of rents. They endeavour to make 
the payment of the rate by the former an impossibility. You yourselves neither pay your own 
rates iior take any effectual means to get them collected from others, and in spite of your fair 
profe.ssions, wo see that you are ns you have ever been, utterly indifferent to the well being of 
those, by whose toil and labour the ground is i*end«rod fruitful, and ycni, yourselves, supplied 
with those multiplied luxuries, of whicii you have not rerfenehed a single one. ^ But we, alas, 
are perishing in the midst of those harvests which we assisted but a few weeks since in reaping 
and gathering in. , ir i 1 1 i 

Gentlemen, we have heard some cf yon profess your sympathy lor us. lour heart bleeds 
for us, you say. You wwp over our miseries : we will not presume to say that these are 
crocodile tears. Let the sympathising gentleman but pay the rate on his demesne and grazing 
lands : this will be to obey the law ; he will no longer seem to defraud the aged poor, the 
widow, and the orphan. Do. gentlemen, give— what the law commands you to giwj— hare 
support to the thoroughly destitute, and it will be more to the purpose than a world of sighs or 
an ocean of tears. Af'ain, some among you say, “ I will pay my rates when this lord and that 
baronet or (he other member of Parliament shall have paid his.” In our humble walk we 
have been taught, we ought not to wait for the example of others to fulfil our honest obligations. 
Your rates, gentlemen, are not your own: they belong to those to whom the law assigns 
them ; and we cannot reconcile it with our notions of common honesty for you to spend on dogs 
and horses, and pianos, on beef and mutton, and wines and liqueurs, what ought to be paid to 
enable (he feeble old man to add a few ounces of Indian meal to his disgusting mess of green 
cabbage. It may be, gentlemen, you care as little for our good opinion as you do for our 
welfare. Many of the great in Ireland are with yon ; and if lords and earls approve of your 
proceedings, you can afford to make little of the sad complaint and just remonstrances of the 

You sS'! gentlemen, that the rate cannot be collected. What is it has bewitched this 
impost more than any other that the law imposes ? The county cess_ for this year amounted 
to more than 3j. an acre; that is more than the3#.m the pound on inferior lands; and on lands 
of the best description it amounts to as much in the pound as the occupiers share of t^he poor- 
rate amounts to. This cess is collected with little or no difficulty. Nobody doubts but it 
would be collect ed if it were 50 per cent, more than it is. But if the great refused to pay their 
own county rate, if they took every opportunity by open assertion and covert insinuation to dis- 
parage counly charges as unjust in principle, illegal, and not recoverable by law. they would 
interpose difficulties in the way of the liigF constable that he could hardly overcome : but no 
such difficulties are interposed, the county rates are for the payment of grand jury jobs Ih® 
gentry and their retainers ; the poor-rates are for the wretched and_ the helpless, a-ud this is 
found to make all the ditference in the world— the former is collected w dhout the least difficulty, 
whilst the collection of the poor-rate is found a task of Herculean difficulty. But there is a 
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Newcastle Union. God above all, and to bis righteous j’udgment we appeal against yo\ir cruel and unnatural 
neglect of our interests and vested rights. - 

Vl'e call upon you at onco to relieve the class you are legally qualified to relieve, and to 
obtain, witliout a clay’s delay, the powers necessary to save from dealli those among the able- 
bodied who are in danger of dying of hunger. It may appear to you, gentlemen, that the able- 
bodied poor cannot be reduced to such dreadful extremity ; but we appeal to our neighbours of 
the rate-paying classes, we appeal to our clergymen, we appeal to circumstances, to verify our 
assertions. There is no employment, no harvest work, no drainage, not a single aero in this 
parish, there are no potatoes; whence, then, are we to procure means to buy meal at 19<i. the 
stone. Our circumstances, we solemnly fell you, are intolerable and desperate; but, even if 
It were otherwise, it would not justify you in tie least. There are certain classes entitled at all 
times to out-door relief, because they are presumed, and truly presumed by the law to be 
destitute: and have you given a single pound of meal to the hundreds in the Union included in 
that unfortunate and peculiarly squalid and miserable class. We ask for riobt ; we ask for 
^stice ; we ask for the law. We appeal to God, we appeal to public opinion, we appeal to the 
Government, to secure for us at your hands that which you justly owe us, and which, up to this 
hour, you have illegally and culpably, and at the expense of a frightful amount of human 
suffering, withheld from us. 

Signed, on behalf of the meeting, 

October Zrd, 1847. James Meehan, Ballinleena, Chairman. 



(C.) 



Abbeyfcale and Rathronan 


. 76S 


Ballingarry . . . . , 


1381 


Drumcolloher. • • . . 


1100 


Mahoonagh and Clouncagh 


. 1325 


Monegeer • • . . . 


1267 


Newcastle and Ardagh 


1885 


Killeedy ..... 


. 539 


Kilmeedy and Castletown. 


, 1125 


Total 


. 9390 



Women in temporary workhouse . , 26 

Girls under 15 ife ditto . . . ! 14 



October 13, 1847. 



Total ... 40 

Thomas Leaht, Master. 
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If Ad nit, whether 
















Nnmn nf Anpliciuite, 




Na.ir 




Single, Married. 


Employment 














Headi <>r Families, and other 


Age. 


Widower or 


it Able-bodied, 


Residence present. 


If in 


nccutA- 


Date of 


Person a[ii>i>'ing on tlieii 






wtieilier Orphan 
or Deserted, or 




state the Cause 


Residence where, 


tinn of Laud, 


anolieatinn for 


own uccotmL atone. 








employed. 


of Destitution. 


with whom. 


how much. 


Relief. 










Illegitimate. 








































1. Georpie Meade . 




2 


71 


Married 


Labourer . 


Want of work 




1 






30 Sept. 


2. Joan Henrick . 




3 


39 


Widow , 








2 






3. John Jordan . 

4. Daniel Shine 






45 

40 


Married 


’> 


” 


Maboonagh . 


11 


2 






5. Eliza Henrick . 




3 


36 


Widow 








1 


0 




October, 


6. Daniel Morrissy. 




3 


30 


Married . 








0 




0 




7. Patrick Hayes . 




9 


40 










2 


0 


0 




8. William Lyons . 




10 


60 




Farmer . 




ClooDcagh 


27 


0 




9. Michael Airy * . 




8 


60 


j, 






11 


0 


0 




10. Daniel Flynn 




5 


50 










1 


0 






11. Patt Kelly . . 




9 


60 










3 


0 






12. Patt Greene . 




9 


38 




Labourer . 






0 


3 






13. Patt CoRlilan t • 




9 


40 








Ballynakill . 


6 


0 






14. Michael Hennessy 




5 


35 








6 


0 






15. Georee Casey 




4 


7U 


Widower . 








6 


0 






16. Patt. Hennessy . 




2 


27 


Single . . 








6 


0 






17. John M'Curne . 




5 


40 


Married , 








6 


0 






18. Henry O’Neile . 




5 


65 








3 


0 






19. Thomas Sullivan 




7 


36 


Widower . 












0 




20. Patt M‘Enry. . 




“ 3 


20 








1 


2 






21. James Haro . 




7 


40 


Married . 








3 


2 


0 




22. Daniel Ryan. . 




5 


32 


„ 






Gortnarory 


0 


2 






23. John Grady . , 




6 


40 








1 


2 






24. Patrick Sullivan . 




5 


41 


Widower • 








9 


0 


0 




25. Margaret Browne 






50 


Widow 








0 


1 






26. Jolin Sheehan . 




5 


40 










2 








27. Ellen Hayes . . 






50 


Widow 








0 


2 






28. James Beainm . 






60 


Married 






Killanamona . 


1 


0 






29. John Connery . 










»> 




4 


0 






30. John Egan . 
























31. William Onard . 






3S 








Curragli . 


0 


3 






■32. Edward Beehan . 




6 


60 
















33. John Collins. 




8 


50 








Stranragh . 


3 


0 






34. Catherine Connell 




6 


50 
















35. John Gurney . 




6 


50 


Married 








7 








3b. John Sullivan 






40 










1 








3V. John M't'ornuck 




li 


60 










2 


0 


0 


7 October- 


38. Daniel M'Enery 




8 


52 










1 


2 






39. Timoihy Sullivan 




8 


50 










1 




0 




40. Patt Mullane 




7 


60 










0 


9 






41. Timothy Madden 




6 


56 


„ 








7 


0 






42. Mary Lynch . 




4 


50 








Gortsha . 


0 


2 


0 




43. Patt Flanagan . 




7 


50 








1 








44. Bridget Sweeny . 




4 


35 


Widow 






Curragh . . 


4 








45. Martin Henhilian 






34 


Married 






0 


2 






46. John Keilly . 




8 


50 


jj 


Labourer . 






i 








47. Charles M'Carthy 




5 


48 










1 


2 






48. William Donnher 




2 


15 


Orphan 










2 






49. Michael Donohue 




9 


23 


















50. James Muore 




6 


65 


















51. Michael Moore . 




2 


30 








” 


2 


0 






52. Maude Doody . 




6 


50 










1 


0 






bd. Michael Muliane 




6 


60 


















54. James Rourke . 




4 


48 










1 


0 






55. Timothy Hovvard 




6 


40 


„ 






Curragh . , 


3 


0 


0 




bb. Bridget Grogan . 




4 


50 


Widow 








1 


0 






3 /. Thomas Leary . 




4 


60 


Married 








1 


0 






b«. Patrick Connell . 




5 


30 










0 


0, 


0 




59. 1 homas Doody . 




7 


40 








Inniskea . 


1 


2 






60. Merty Brien. 




6 


38 










1 








bt. David Learv . 




5 


60 










0 


2 


0 




62. Timothy Crennan 




3 


40 




■■ 


■■ 


Koolcommon . 


0 


3 


0 


” 



Mahoohaok and Cloonoaou. 
* To be ejected, 
f Moientatnf land. 



2C 
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Newcastle Union. 



(E.) 

Number in the workhouse 
Number in temporary workhouse 

Total 



595 

40 



OctoUr 13, 1847. 



Thomas Luaiiy, Maatcr. 



(F-) 



Mt Dear Mr.'Moone, • ’ * Balliiujarry, October 4, 1847, 2 o'clock. 

1 MUST say after all the reports made about the willingness of the rate-payers to pay 
here is at least a dream, there is no such intention. Up to the hour I write I did uot get 
one penny, aud some of the rate-payers tell me openly, I might as well go home. Indeed I 
am not surprised your Guardians will aot pay, though frequently called upon. The Guar- 
dians in my district who did Pot pay, are — 



£. 


s . 


d . 




£. 


5 . 


d . 


21 


15 


0 


Mr. John Roche . 


17 


8 


0 








Mr. Michael Leahy . 


2 


10 


10 








Mr. Thomas Fitzgerald 


IS 


18 


8i 


27 


5 


Qi 


Mr. Jeremiah Fitzgibbon . 


18 


11 


0. 


15 18 


g 


Mr. John Mchiin . 


11 


5' 


9 








Mr. John Carmody 


1 


5 


5 


132 


3 


6-f 


Mr. William Cox ; 


92 


8 


0 


84 


1 


2 


Mr. Hamo Massy 


58 


16 


0 


32 


8 


Oi 


Mr. Roger Sheehy 


22 


13 


0 


10 


6 


0 


Mr. John Cremin . 


7 


4 


0 



Please to show this to your chairman. 

Captain Stretton and occupier as immediate lessor, 67Z. 17s. 



I am, &c. . 

Denis Moylan. 



No. 13. — The Poor Law Cqmmissioners to Mi». Hancock : — Ocf , t)her 15, 1947. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your repoi't, dated 
the 13th instant, on the state of the Newcastle Union, and on the request of the 
Guardians for an order to authorize the administration of relief out of the work- 
house. 

In reference thereto, I am directed hy the Commissioners, to request you will 
be good enough to state whether you are satisfied that no suitable building can 
be procured in. the Union, to be used as an additional workhouse for the 
reception of the boys or girls, or any other class of inmates. 



No. 14. — Mr. Hancock to the Poor Law Commissioners: — Octohei' 16, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of yesterday s date, requesting to he informed “ whether I am satisfied 
“ that no suitable building can be procured in the Union to be used as an 
“ additional workhouse for the reception of the boys and girls, or any other 
“ class of imnates!’' 

I pressed the Guardians very strongly on Tuesday, and instanced the case of 
Roscrea; where a house capable of containing 200 boys, was obtained four miles 
from the workhouse, hut the Guardians coidd not point out any place. The 
Chairman stated that it was very unfortunate that Captain Kennedy, the agent 
to the Devon estates, was not at home, as he might have been enabled to poin 
out some house. The temporary house in Newcastle, is by no means a satis- 
factory one for the pui'pose at present used, namely, for women and children, 
and there would be no room for schools at all. 

As far as my inquiries went, I was not able to hear of any house suitable for 
the purpose, which could be had. 

Caplin Kennedy returned home on Friday night, and it is probable the 
Guardians will avail themselves of his advice aud assistance upon the next 
Board day. 
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No. 15. — Extract from Minutes of an Adjourned Meeting of Guardians Newcastle Union. 

(from the 12th instant), held at the Board Room on Thursday the 14th 

October, 1847. 

Present, Thomas Fitzgerald,, Hugh Murry Gun, and Edward Sheehy. 

Thomas Fitzgerald was called to the Chair. 

Daniel Sullivan, Thomas . Madigan, . Martin Barry, and Daniel Kennedy, 
relieving officers, were in attendance. 

The report of the gentlemen appointed on the 28th ultimo to investigate the 
cases of those already in the workhouse, with a view of ascertaining how many 
could be relieved by weekly allowances according to classes, to whom relief 
can be given outside, was laid before the Board, which states that the number 
of widows, children, aged and infirm, amount to ... . 153 

Of whom, there are now ready to leave the house . . .117 

and the remainder . . ‘ . . .36 

from extreme feebleness, want of friends to entertain them, and other 
causes, may not now, with safety, be removed, but if allowed a w eek, to secure 
a shelter outside, could then be so disposed of. 

And it also states, that if other premises could be secured, to accommodate 
120 boys at present in the house, it will give room for 273 fresh applicants 
altogether. 

There also appears to be in the house 18 married women with their children, 

50 total 68 ; whose husbands are outside or have deserted them, which may 

be another matter for investigation of the Board. 

RefeiTed to the Board on Tuesday next for consideration. 



No. 16. — The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Hancock: — 

October 18, 1847. 

1 AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your report, dated 
the 16th instant, relative to the proposal of the Guardians of Newcastle Union, 
to administer out-door relief to the able-bodied, and I am to req^uest you \vill 
be so good as to ascertain by every means available to you, whether any 
suitable building can be provided in the Union for an additional worldiouse, 
and that you will co-operate with the Guardians by every means in your power 
in having additional room made in the present workhouse by discharging such 
of the inmates as are willing to go out with an allowance. 



No. 17 The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians : — < 

October 18, 1847. 

Adverting to the resolution passed by the Board of Guardians of New- See No. s in this 
castle Union on the 5th instant, requesting the Commissioners -to issue their p- 
order authorising and empowering the Guardians to administer relief out of 
the workhouse, I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to state that they have been in com- 
munication with their inspector, Mr., Hancock, on the subject, especially with 
reference to the question whether additional workhouse accommodation could 
not be provided in the Union ; and the Commissioners have instructed Mr 
Hancock to ascertain by further inquiry whether some suitable building may 
not be found for an additional workhouse. 

Meantime, the Coromissioners would earnestly press upon the Board of 
Guardians the great importance of endeavouring by every means in their 
power to provide sufficient and suitable workhouse accommodation for the 
able-bodied. The Commissioners observe, by the Report of the Committee 
appointed to investigate the cases of those already in the workhouse, that the 
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Newc mtle U nion, number of persons to whom relief could legally be given out of the work- 
house at the discretion of the Guardians was as follows : — 



Aged and infirm 153 

Of whom, were ready to leave the house . . . .117 

Leaving 36 



only for whom workhouse accommodation is required, and even those 36 
would leave, on being allowed a week to provide themselves with shelter 
outside. It further appears that there are 120 boys in the house, for whose 
accommodation, it is hoped, other premises might be obtained, and thus vacan- 
cies for 273 would be created in the workhouse, besides such further room as 
might be obtained by a narrow scrutiny of the cases of the 18 married women, 
who, with their children (50 in mimber), are stated to be in the worlchouse, 
their husbands being outside or having deserted them. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners trust that the Guardians may 
be enabled to continue the administration of relief to the destitute \vithout 
resorting to the provisions of the 2nd section of the Irish Relief Extension Act. 
The Commissioners desire, at the same time, to state that they do not consider 
themselves in a situation to issue an order under that section until they are 
satisfied that every means of procuring additional workhouse accommodation 
has been tried and found imav^ing. 

The Commissioners have observed by the Guardians’ Minutes of the 12th 
instant, that the Guardians have passed a resolution that the Relieving Officers 
be authorised provisionally for one week to distribute rations to such of the 
able-bodied poor as the Guardians of the several electoral divisions shall deem 
to require immediate relief ; and the Commissioners therefore deem it their 
duty to point out that the course pursued by the Guardians in this respect, in 
anticipation of an order of the Commissioners under the 2nd section, is not in 
accordance with tlie provisions of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act. 



No. 18.— Minutes of Proceedings of Board of Guardians \~Odoher 23, 1847. 

At a meeting of the Guardians of Newcastle Union, held at the Board- 
room of the workhouse, on Saturday the 2.3rd day of October. 1847, called 
in compliance with the lOth article of the General Order of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, for regulating the meetings and proceedings of Boards of 
.Guardians. Present, Captain Kennedy, Thomas Locke, and James Wigmore. 

Captain Kennedy, was called to the Chair. 

_ Having taken into consideration the urgent necessity, and impending starva- 
tion of numbers of able-bodied as well as impotent poor in this Union, together 
with the fact, that the poor house is quite full, as well as the additional accom- 
modation ill the town of Newcastle, wliich has been placed at the disposal of 
the Guardians, for the reception of paupers. 

Resolved , — That the Relieving Officers of the several electoral divisions, be 
immediately directed to issue, with the least possible delay, the regulated 
allowance of meal, for one week, to indigent families, upon their respective 
lists, able-bodied as well as impotent. 



No. 19.— The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. M‘Mullen, Architect’s 
Assistant, he havmg visited the Union at Mr. Hancock’s request, with 
leference to additional accommodation, a few days previously to this 
meeting :~Oc/o4ey 30, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to request that you will report to the 
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Commissioners as to the amount of additional accommodation obtained by the 
Board of Guardians of Newcastle Union, and the suitability of the buildings 
obtained for workhouse purposes; also whether, in your opinion, airy further 
additional workhouse accommodation can be obtained in the Union, and if so, 
to what extent. 



No. 20. — Mr. M'Mullen to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 

October 30, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 26th instant I examined the 
houses taken by the Board of Guardians for temporary accommodation. At 
present there are two houses occupied, both of which are in the town, but not 
near each other. In one of these houses there are 51 women, but I think from 
30 to 35 are as many as should be put in it; it is not at all suitable for the 
purpose, and in so dilapidated a state, that it cannot be properly repaired ; it 
was formerly the relief depot. The other house, in which there are 120 to 
130 boys, I do not think could safely contain more than 100 ; it is not at all 
suitable for the purpose, and it wiU be absolutely necessary to take the garden 
in the rear for airing ground. As this house is taken by the month only, it 
would not be desirable to make any outlay in alteration or improvement 
of it. At the Guardians’ request I looked at the old Court-house, which would 
give good accommodation for about 35 persons. I am not aware of any 
other houses in the neighbourhood, nor do I think there are any suitable for 
this purpose. 



No. 21. — The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians: -svith 

Order authorising Out-door Relief to the Able-bodied : — November 1, 1847- 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to transmit to you herewith an order authorizing 
out-door relief in Newcastle Union under the 2nd section of the Irish Relief 
Extension Act for the period of two months from the date of the order. 

The Guardians will observe that no relief under this order can be legally 
given to persons in employment ; that such relief must be in food only, and 
that no able-bodied man should receive relief except in return for work. 

With regard to the nature of the work which should be offered to able- 
bodied men, the Commissioners desire to call attention to their letter of the 
8th ultimo (addressed to W. S. O’Brien, Esq., the Chaiiman of the Union), as 
containing their deliberate opinions on this subject. 

It will be seen that the Commissionei-s recommend the setting able-bodied 
men to stone-brealdng by task work as a condition of relief, and as much will 
depend on the knowledge, firmness, and discretion of those- who may be 
appointed to superintend the stone-breaking, the Commissioners cannot too 
strongly urge the Guardians to be peculiarly careful in permitting themselves 
to be influenced by no other considerations than those of personal fitness in 
selecting candidates for that highly important office. 

The Commissioners will take this opportunity of observing that in specifying 
the period of eight hours at least in the day. during which every able-bodied 
pauper should be required to work, they have made allowance for the present 
season of the year, and for the possible circumstance that some of the able- 
bodied paupers may come to the stone-breaking from a considerable distance. 
It is not, however, by any means intended to prevent the Guardians from 
requiring work during a still longer period of time. The period of eight hours 
is in fact merely the mwimum space of time in the day during which every 
able-bodied pauper should give the value of his labour to the Union. 



Newcaslle Union. 



No. 5 , page 169. 
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In conclusion the Commissioners desire to remind the Guardians that the 
accompanying order is merely temporary, and that they should in the mean- 
while use every possil^le exertion to obtain separate workhouse accommodation 
for the pauper children, in order that the existing workhouse may be made 
av£ulable almost exclusively for the relief of able-bodied men. 



No. 22. — Copy op Order. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the Newcastle Union ; To the 
Clerk and other Officers of the said Union, and to all other persons 
whom it may concern. 

Whereas it has been shown to our satisfaction, that, by reason of the 
want of room in the workhouse of the said Union, adequate relief cannot be 
afforded therein to destitute poor persons not being persons permanently 
disabled, or destitute poor persons disabled by sickness or accident, or destitute 
poor widows having two or more legitimate children dependent on them, and 
it is expedient to authorize and empower the Guardians of the said Union to 
adu^ster relief out of the workhouse to sucli destitute poor persons, for a 
limited time as hereinafter mentioned. 

Now therefore, we, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, do hereby authorize and empower the said 
Guardians to administer relief out of the workhouse, in food, to destitute poor 
persons not being persons permanently disabled from labour by reason of old 
^e, infirmity, or bodily or mental defect, and not being persons disabled from 
labour by reason of severe sickness or serious accident, and thereby deprived 
of the means of earning a subsistence for themselves and their families, whom 
they are liable by law to maintain, and not being poor widows having two or 
more legitimate children dependent on them, for two months next ensuing 
after the date of this order. 

And we do hereby make the following rules and regulations as to the 
granting, ordering, and giving of relief to all persons who shall be relieved by 

the said Guardians, under the authority of this order, that is to say : 

1. Ei-eiy person relieved under the authority of this order shall be relieved in food only, 
and such food shall, as far as is practicable, be cooked food. 

Every able-bodied male person relieved under the authority of this order shall, so far 
as IS practicable, be set to perform a task of work during eight hours at least ofevorv 
day for which he receives such relief. 

3. No able-bodied person who shall be in employment, nor any part of his or her familv, 
shall receive relief as a destitute pei'son under the authority of this order. 

And for the more effectual administration oi‘ relief under this order, we do 
hereby authorize and direct the Guardians oi‘ the said Union to appoint so 
many relieving officers as shall be found sufficient from time to time, to 
supermtend the labour of such persons as shall be set to work, in pursuance of 
the regulations in this order contained, and otherwise to assist in the admi- 
shaU t under this order, as the Guardians, subject to our approval, 

Sealed with our Seal, this first day of Novembei’, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven. 

. E. T. B. Twisleton. 

T. N. Redington. 



No. 23.— The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Hancock, Inspector:— 
November 12, 1847. 

p 1 • feected by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 

6 6 0 the Poor in Ireland to forward to you the accompanying letter which 
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they have received from the clerk of the Rathkeale Union ; and in reference to Newe astic •U nion, 
the passage marked “ A,” containing the assertion of the Guardians that out 
relief is given indiscriminately in Newcastle Union, I am to request that you 
will proceed, ■with the least possible delay, to Newcastle, to examine into the 
truth of the allegation adverted to. and to inquire to what extent the Commis- 
sioners’ order of the 1st instant, authorizing out-door relief to the able-bodied 
under certain conditions, is carried out according to its real intent and spirit. 



Extract (A) from Letter (referred to in foregoing) from the Clerk to the Rathkeale Rathkeale Series, 
Union, reporting a Resolution of the Gtiardians of that Union, requesting the Com- page 163. 
missioners to issue an order to authorise Out-door Relief to able-bodied. 

A DISCUSSION arose among the Guardians with regard to the circumstances of the country, 
and the difficulty of their position ; some of the Guardians stated that the proceedings in the 
adjoining Union of Newcastle, where it was alleged out-relief was given indiscriminately, had 
operated most injuriously in the Rathkeale Union, the able-bodied poor requiring that the 
same system should be adopted in the latter Union. 



No. 24. — Report from Mr. Hancock to the Poor Law Commissioners, 
dated Newcastle, November 17, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
12th instant, directing my attention to a passage marked “ A,” m a letter 
received from the clerk of the Guardians of the Rathkeale Union, viz., “ Some 
“ of the Guardians stated that the proceedings in the adjoining Union of New- 
“ castle, where it was alleged out relief was given indiscriminately, had 
“ operated most injuriously in the Rathkeale Union, the able-bodied poor 
“ requiring that the same system should be adopted in the Rathkeale Union, 
“ and directing me to proceed, with the least possible delay, to Newcastle, to 

examine into the allegations adverted to, and to inquire to what extent the 
“ Commissioners’ order of the 1st instant, authorizing out-door relief to the 
“ able-bodied under certain conditions, is carried out according to its real intent 
“ and spirit.” 

I have the honour to report that I attended the meeting of the Guardians 
held here yesterday, being the first Board day after the receipt of your letter. 

The order issued by your Board on the 1st instant, authorizing out-door 
relief to the able-bodied, under certain conditions, has not been acted on in any 
case, nor does it appear to have had the effect of producing any test of labour 
to the recipients of relief. The amount of relief has been given in precisely 
the same manner before as subsequent to the issuing of that order. The relief 
was given previously in food — that is, in raw Indian meal — and that system 
has been continued since. 

-The accounts of the relieving officers are in a vbry unsatisfactory state ; 
many of the books have never been initialed by the chairman ; and, on bringing 
the matter before the Guardians, it was openly admitted that the time taken 
up in discussions upon the policy- of the law, and its mode of administra- 
tion, had not left time for the details of the relieving officers’ hooks. I sug- 
gested that the Guardians should do as had been done in other Umons, adjourn 
from day to day, fixing particular relieving officers to attend, so as to have the 
books carefully examined and duly authenticated. This course has been 
adopted, and to-day the Guardians met and proceeded to examine the Ballin- 
garry electoral division relieving o-fficers’ books. -BaUingarry electoral divi- 
sion adjoins the Unions of Rathkeale and Kilmallock, and it was in the first- 
mentioned electoral division the meetings were held, presided over by James 
Meehan, the resolutions adopted at 'which were forwarded to the Guardians of 
the Newcastle Union, and the Rev. Archdeacon Fitzgerald, tl^ pari^ priest, 
addressed a letter to the chaiiman, Wilham. Smith 0 Brien, Esq. Copies of 
these documents I have already transmitted ; and it being admitted generally 
by the Guardiarw, that the meeting so held, and the letter so addressed, was 
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Newcastle Union. commencement of the out-door relief system, it is of importance to trace 
the facts connected with the administration of relief in this electoral division. 

It appeal's that on the 5th of October last a proposal was accepted Irom 
Matt Moloay to supply Indian corn meal at the rate of 13/. per ton. I annex 
the tender, marked in the handwriting of the chairman, “Accepted for one 
“ month — W. S. O’B., Oct. 5, 1847.” 

I annex a return show'ing that from that date, namely, from the week ending 
16th October to the week ending 6th November, 14,564 persons over nine 
years of age, and Q872 persons under the age of nine, received 50 tons of Indian 
meal, of the value of 650/. 

It appeared, however, upon the examination of the books to-day, that the 
books of the relieving officer had not been initialed by any of the chairmen 
presiding at the meetings of the Guardians, that no order signed by the chair- 
man or Guardians had been issued to the contractor, but a list had been 
furnished by the relieving officer to the contractor, who delivered the quantities 
to the persons in these lists. It does not appear that there was any check upon 
the relieving officer or contractor, both having unlimited power to do as they 
pleased. The relieving officer stated he had regularly attended the meetings 
of the Guardians, but could not get his books checked off, the pressure of other 
business was so great, and that the Guardians contented themselves with giving 
verbal directions to him. It is needless to say the out-door relief list was not 
made up, nor was there a single entry from the electoral division of Ballingarry 
in the out-door relief register. There was not a single entry in the relieving 
officer’s receipt and expenditure book. ° 

The value of the electoral division of Ballingarry is 1 6,8 1 5/. Ratos to upwards 
of 3,000/. have been made, but only 234/. has been paid in. The balance against 
the electoral division on the 29th September was 370/. 19 a-. lO^c/., so that 
Ballingarry electoral division is stiU in debt to the Union, altliough meal to the 
amount of 6507. has been distributed in four weeks, which, if continued at the 
same rate, would amount to 8,450/., or 10s. to the pound in the year. 

It is admitted by many Guardians that the resolution of the 5th October, to 
grant out-door relief provisionally for one week was hasty and ill-judged, and 
has led to the embarrassment of the Union. When once the order was given 
by the Guardians they lost all power or control over their own acts. 

The electoral division question, as regards Lord Devon’s estates, having been 
Page 36. Settled by your communication of the 1 5th instant, I am in hopes a better spirit 

and feeling will prevail, and that more exertion will be made to meet the diffi- 
culties of the present position of the Union. 

I annex a statement of the number of persons relieved in the week ending 
13th November, 1847, by which it appears that 18,583 persons received 5 1 tons, 
10 cwt. 3 qi-s. and 14 lbs. Indian meal, value 562/. II.9. 5^d., two electoral 
divisions not haying received any supply. I annex also a memorandum from 
the clerk, showing that a check order has been issued to the contractor, to 
supply for the use of the different electoral divisions 65 tons, value7l3/. 7i‘. 6f/., 
for the ensuing week. 

The Guardians have proposed to meet every day this week, to examine 
the relieving officer’s accounts and place their business on a more satisfactory 
footing. 



Enclosurrs. 



Patrick O’Donnell — November 4, 1847. 





Tons. 


£. 


d. 


Fohenagh 


. . - . 2 


21 19 


0 


Clereneagh . 


5 


54 17 


6 


Mahoonagh . 


4 


43 18 


0 


Eaheenagh . 


4 


43 18 


0 


Teriitiafulla. 


2 


21 19 


0 


Killilagh 


2 


21 19 


0 


Rathcahill . 


5 


54 17 


6 


New Chapel 


2 


21 19 


0 




Total 26 


285 7 


0 
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Castletown . 


. 6 


Castletown . 


Kilmeedy 


. 4 


Kilmeedy and Fe 


Ralieenagh . . 


. 5 


Ballingarry . 


Tournafulla . 


. 3 


Grenagh. . . 


Dremcoiloher 


3 


Newcastle . 


Killaghlioleliane 


. 3 


Ardagh . 


Newcastle 


. 4 


Raheenagh . 
Tournafulla . 


Ardagh 


. % 


Fohenagh 


. 2 


Mahoonagh . 


Clerenagh . 


. 4 


Fohenagh 


Mahoonagh . 


2 


Clareneagh . 


Abbeyfcale . 


. 5 


Druvneoiloher . 


Raihronan . 


. 2 


Killoregholeboiie 


Castletown . 


. 4 


Kiililagh . . 


Ballingarry , 


. 6 


New Chapel 


Grenagii. 


. 4 

59 i at £10 19.?. M. 
£653 8.?. 3d. 


Newcastle . 



10 
8 
8 
4 
3 
'2 
6 
2 

3 

2 

4 
3 
3 
1 
3 
3 

Co £713 7s. M. 



Genehal Return, showing the Number of Applicants receiving Provisional Relief, and fho 
Quantity of Meal distributed, for Month ending Saturday, R ovember 6, 1847, in the District 
of Ballingan-y and Union of Newcastle. 



— 


Nunilier of Applicants 
receiving Frovuionai 
Kclief. 


Qtiaothy of Provisional 
Relief distributed 
to Applicants. 


Gust of Relief 

Applicants, 
at £13 perTon. 


Over 
9 Years. 


Under 
9 Veois. 


Week ending Saturday, Oct. 16. 
D.ttu ditto Oct. 23. 

Ditto ditto Oct. 30. 

Ditto ditto Nov. 6. 

Total . 


3,781 

3,781 

4,342 

2,660 


786 

786 

824 

476 


Tons. Cwt. qrs. lbs. 
13 0 3 14 

13 0 3 14 

14 17 0 14 

9 1 0 14 


£. s. d. 
16!) 11 4^- 
169 u a 
193 2 74 
117 14 74 


14,564 


2,872 


50 0 0 0 


650 0 0 



Notk. — A <lu|ilicate uf this return has berii furnished on the Stli iustaot, but owini' fu a dUcovered evrur which 
appears to liiivit bevn made in tolling the numWr of individuals ociually receiving relief during tvevk ending 6 th instant, 
I have fiirniitlu'il this oa a correct return, the other being spurious in consequence of the omissions. 

November 17, 1847. Martin Bakhy, dZchet-int? Officer. 



I HEREBY agree to supply the electoral division of Ballingan-y with Indian corn meal, at 
the rate of 131. per ton, for one month from this date, and I offer as niy security Mr. Robert 
Cox, of Ballinamona, and Mr. John Cullinaiip, of Baliyscaulau. 

Accepted for one month. Matt. Molony’. 

W. S. O’B. — Oct. 5, 1847. Ballingairy, October 5, 1847. 



Abstract of the Number relieved and ihe Quantity of Meal issued in the following 
Electoral Divisions, Newcastle Union, for the Week ending Saturday, November 13, 1847. 



Electurul Divisions. 


Number of 
Peisutis 
relieved 
during the 
Week. 




- 


- 




- 


- 




Obsrivatious. 






Tons. 


Cwt. 




Ihs. 


£. 




d. 




Ballingarry . 


3,376 


10 


u 


0 


0 


109 


15 


0 




Killoiigliolehaud 


725 


1 


16 


2 


0 


20 


0 






Drumcolloher . 


849 


2 


2 


3 


244 


23 


9 


94 




Kilmeedy 


1,367 


3 


0 


0 


U 


32 


18 






Castletown . . 


2,193 


6 




0 


0 


65 


17 


0 




Newcastle . . . 


1,115 


3 




0 


0 


35 


13 


44 




Ardagh .... 


687 


1 


19 




3 


21 


8 


24 




Clouncagli . 


1,355 


4 


4 


1 


114 


46 




44 


% 


Mahoonagh . 


1,512 


4 


14 




74 


51 


12 






Killeedy .... 


2,180 


6 


11 


1 


17 


69 


2 


n 




Monaged 


3,224 


7 


17 


2 


64 


86 


9 


2i 




















Relieving ofBcer states that no 


Abheafenlc . 


















meal has been supplied by 


llathronan . 


















contract at his depOta during 




















past week. 


Total . 


18,583 


51 


10 


3 


14 


562 


11 


5 4 





November 17, 1847. 

2 D 



Newcastle Union. 
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Newcastle Union. 

No. 25.— The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians : — 
November 22, 1847- 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to state, that on the 12th instant, they instructed 
their Inspector, Mr. Hancock, to inquire and report to thein, wlicther tlie 
Commissioners’ order, of the 1st instant, authorizing out-door relief to the able- 
bodied, under certain conditions, was carried out according to its real extent 
and sihrit. 

The Commissioners have since received a report, dated 17th instant, from 
Mr. Hancock, in which he states that the order adverted to, has not been acted 
on in any case, and that it does not appear to have had the efi'ect of producing 
any test of labour to the recipients of relief. Mr. Hancock I'urther reports that 
the accounts of the relieving officers are in a very unsati-sfactory state ; that 
many of the books have never been initialed by the chairman, and that on 
bringing the matter before the Guardians, it was admitted that the time talcen 
up in discussions upon the policy of the law, and its mode of administration, 
had not left time for the details of the relieving officers’ books. 

Mr. Hancock states, however, that the Guardians, at his suggestion, agreed 
to adjourn from day to day, fixing particular relieving officers to attend, so as 
to have the books carefully examined and duly authenticated. 

In pursuance of that suggestion it appears that the Guardians met on the 
1 7th instant, and proceeded to examine the Ballingarry electoral division re- 
lieving officer’s books, and Mr. Hancock gives a detail of the facts connected 
with the administration of relief in that division. 

It appears that on the 5th October last, a proposal was accepted to supply 
that electoral division with Indian meal, at the rate of 13/. per ton, and liy a 
return from the relieving officer, which Mr. Hancock has forwarded to the 
Commissioners, it appears that from that date to the 6th instant, 14, .564 jicrsons 
over nine years of age, and 2372 persons under the age of nine, received 50 tons 
of Indian meal, value 650/', yet on examination of the books of the relieving 
officer, it was found that they had not been initialed by any of the chairmen 
presiding at the meetings of the Guardians ; that no order signed by tlie chair- 
man of Guardians had been issued to the contractor, but that a list had been 
furnished by the relieving officer to the contractor, who delivered the quanti- 
ties to the persons in the lists. 

Mr. Hancock further states, that it does not appear that there was any check 
upon the relieving officer or contractor, and that both had unlimited power to 
do as they please ; that the relieving officer stated he had regularly attended 
the meetings of the Guardians, but could not get books checked off, the pressure 
of other business was so great, and that the Guardians contented themselves 
with giving verbal directions to him. 

The out-door relief list was not made up, nor was tlicre a single entry from 
the electoral division of Ballingarry in the out-door relief register, and there 
was not a single entry in the relieving officer’s receipt and expenditure book. 

On a review of the above facts, the Commissioners are of opinion that there 
has been a great dereliction of duty on the part of the Ne\^’’castle Board of 
Guardians, and that they and the relieving officers have in many instances ex- 
pended the funds of the Union in an unauthorized and illegal maimer. The Com- 
missioners liave accordingly forwarded to the auditor a copy of Mr. Hancock’s 
Report, and they liave instructed the auditor rigidly to disallow in the accounts 
all sums expended for relief which shall not have been given in accordance 
with the Irish Poor Relief Acts, and with the Commissioners’ regulations. It 
is further the settled intention of the Commissioners, that every individual or 
individuals debited by the auditor with the sums disallowed by him shall be 
proceeded against under the 28th section of the Irish Relief Extension Act, and 
shall become responsilile for the money of the rate-payers, which he or they 
may have expended contrary to law. 

The Comraissiouevs will likewise cause strict inquiry to be made into the 
manner in which the relieving officers have discharged their functions. 

Having made these remarks, the Commissioners now call upon the Newcastle 
Board of Guardians to take immediate steps for administering relief in future, 
in conformity with the Commissioners’ General Order of the 2nd of August 
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last and witK the Commissioiiei’s’ order of the 1st instant, to Newcastle Union, Keycastle Union. 

respecting out-door relief to claK;es of destitute persons not specified in the 1st 

section of the Irish Relief Extension Act. More especiaUy the Commissioners 

call upon the Guardians, — first, to make immediate preparations for giving 

relief to the destitute under the last-mentioned order, in cooked food only ; 

2ndly, to retjuire every able-bodied male person relieved under the same 

order, to perform a task of work during eight hours, at least of every day for 
which he receives relief, and to withhold relief under the same order from any 
able-bodied person, or from any part of his or her family, when such able- 
bodied person is in employment. . , , r. T 

The Commissioners further desire specially to remind the Guardians, 
that all relief given to persons occupying more than a (quarter of a statute acre 
of land is absolutely illegal. tt • 

The Commissioners have only to add that Newcastle Union is the first Umon 
in Ireland in which out-relief to able-bodied men has been authorized by the 
Commissioners, The Guardians therefore now occupy a peculiarly important 
and responsible situation, and it will be in the highest degree unsatislactory, 
and even discreditable to them, if they prove themselves une<iual to cope with 
the difficulties which surround them ; and if they now precipitate the Union 
into a course of unauthorized expenditure, the effects will be almost equally 
disastrous to every class in the Union, whether consisting of proprietors, occu- 
piers, or labourers. 



No. 26.— Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of Board of Guardians 
November 23, 1847. 

Present in the Chair, John Connolly. Other Guardians : William Cox, 
Thomas Enright, John F. Cremin, John Meehan, Hugh Murry Gun, Edward 
Irwin Edmond Wolfe, John Dowling, Edmond Shcehy, and Captain R. 
Maxwell, Poor Law Inspector; also, Mr. Smyth, stipeudiaiy magistrate ; Mr. 

V 22, 1847, No. 38209- 

D/47 with Mr. Hancock’s report to them, as to whether the Commissioners 
order of the 1st instant, authorizing out-door relief to the able-bodied, under 
certain conditions, was carried out according to its real extent and spirit. 

Over 1000 able-bodied persons from Balliiigarry, and other electoral divisions, 
appeared in Iroiit of the workhouse, requiring out-door relief; 49 of whom 
only came into the workhouse, though there are still GO vacancies. 

ihie army and police were in attendance, information havmg been given to 
Sub-Inspector Coppinger, by the master, of the intended gathering of these 

^^^Scvial able-bodied labourers came_ before the Board, requiring out-door 
relief. Captain Maxwell, Poor Law ‘insiicctor, informed them tlmt it was 
contrary to law to relieve them outside while there was room m the work- 
house, iid stated that they would be received at the present moment should 
they wish to come in ; but they declined. 



Tralee Union. Tralee Union. 

Lieut. Hotham, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners:— 

November 5, 1847. 

I ATTENDED the meeting of the Board of Guardians of the above-named 

and Ventry were allowed by all the Guardians to he 
in a deplorable state, and so much so, that it was asserted that any further 
delay in affording relief might be productive of the most serious consequences. 

At the- same time it was allowed by all the Guardians that no dependence 

whatever could be placed on the books of the relie^ng officers. 

Thus the Board was x>laced in the situation of being compeUed either to 
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delay the relief until the books had been completely remodelled and oxamiucd 
or else to commence giving relief while they were of opinion that the really 
distressed might not be those who received it. ^ 

Under these circumstances, and placing no faith on the boolis ol‘ the re- 
lieving officers, they determined to make the workhouse the test of destitution 
in all cases, by removing tire first two classes mentioned in Circular, No. 433, 
M/47, and_ receiving into the house all applicants, whether able-bodied or 
infirm, retaining the able-lrodied in the house, and granting, after a -throe weeks’ 
residence in the house, out-door reliel' to those who proved to be of the first 
two classes before mentioned. 

But in effecting this an olwious difficulty arose ; many of the present inmates 
have resided in the house so long, that they have actually no house to return 
to, and scarcely clothes to put on. 

. On this it was proposed on the one hand, that besides their ration of meal they 
should receive one halfpenny per diem for each adult, and one fartliiug per 
diem for each child to enable them to supply themselves witli clothes and 
shelter. 

On the other hand, it was argued that giving money was dangerous, and that 
the finances of the Union could not bear even that small allowance. 

It w'as finally resolved tliat a temporary pecuniary allowance should be given 
to those at present in the house who should be ordered to q;uit it, but that this 
should not be extended to any future comers. 

The day's proceedings were interrupted by a tumultuous assembly, chiefly 
from tlic town of Tralee, bearing a black flag with words in white on it, “ Flag 
of Distress,” who making tlieir w'ay to the workhouse broke open the gates of 
the enclosure, but committed no fui-ther violence ; the military and police were 
immediately sent for, and on their arrival the ringleaders were arrested without 
any resistance, and the mob dispersed ; and, as usual in such cases, those com- 
posing the mob were far from being in a distressed state. 

The Commissioners will perceive from the above report that our real diffi- 
culty arises from the inexperience or inefficiency of the relieving officers, 
upon whom the Board of Guardians are not disposed to place the sliglitcst 
dependence. Every allowance should, however, be made for them ; succeeding 
to a low administration of relief, they arc placed in a most difficult position ; 
everybody who received relief under the former system thinks him.self much 
aggrieved if his name is not returned under this ; thus the relieving officers are 
overwhelmed with applications, whilst it must be confessed that the shades of 
Irish jJoverty are so nicely defined as to require a very careful and experienced 
observer to know where the correct line should be drawn. 



Lieut. Hotham to the Poor Law Cohmisssioners. 

Tralee, NoMemher 10, 1847. 

I ATTENDED the meeting of the Board of Guardians held yesterday. 

I had previously determined that it would be my duty to recommend the 
Board to apply to the Poor Law Commissioners to talce advantage of the 6th 
section, Act 10 Vic., cap. 31, and divide themselves into District Committees. 
1 his the Board, without mucli deliberation, determined upon. 

The duties of the relieving officers were then brought forward by me. 

The Board had previously given their directions only to enter such names 
down in their application for relief book as appeared to them to Ise proper sub- 
jects for relief; but such instructions appeared to me not only to be directly 
contrary to your orders wherein it is specified that all ajjplicatioiis must be 
entered, but also calculated to throw a very heavy responsibility on the 
relieving officers, which they were not fitted by their previous habits or rank 
in life to bear. 

I therefore maintained that it was the duty of the relieving officers to enter 
all applications down, referring tlie applicants in every case, where it was prac- 
ticable, to the Guardians themselves to be rejected or allowed, and that it was 
the duty of the Guardians to investigate and decide upon each separate case, to 
enable them to do which the 6th section of Extended Poor Law was passed. 

The Board, after a lengthened discussion, unanimously adopted these views, 
and recorded them in their resolutions. 
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" Kaniurk Union: — Dissolution of Board of Guardians. 

Mr. PHEL.A.N, Medical Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Kanturk, November 1, 1847. 

I 1-i.iVE the honour of informing you tliat, on inspecting the Kanturk 
•\vorkhousc, I Ibimd it to contain 1351 paupers; 582 of these were admitted 
in the week ended the 30th ultimo, every one of which was sent into the dor- 
mitories in their own clothes, there being none in the master’s hands to give 
them. 

You have it on the Guardians’ minutes, that, in the week ended the 13th 
ultimo, 1031 were admitted, and that 335 were discharged, or rather that 
those 335 went out on tlie promise of getting out-door relief. They comprised 
33 aged and infirm men, 7S women chiefly widows, 98 boys, 111 girls, and 
15 infants ; each got the house clothes worn by him, or her, and Is., and 1 lb. 
of meat. 

The dormitory accommodation of the house, including a shed in each of the 
idiot yards, and also the idiots’ cells, day-rooms, and dormitories, does not 
fairly exceed 910, and in this 1474 are placed. Several of the dormitories are 
consequently greatly overcrowded, some containing more than double the 
number they were intended for, or than they should contain ; in some only 80 
cubic feet in the average space for cacli, in others 90. Tlie wards were all 
clean and in good condition, far better than could be expected under the 
circumstances ; but no attention to them can keep paupers so crowded in good 
health. On going through the adult male yard I was surprised by an immense 
number of able-bodied men, many of them fine atliletic fellows from 30 to 50 
year’s old, but a large proportion from 18 or 20 to 30. Some had tolerable 
clothing, but generally their attire was very wretched. They were clamorous 
for better food, and for obtaining it outside; and 1 shoirld much apprehend 
that they may be easily excited to such acts as the master rvill be unable to 
repress, although I find he is of a different opinion. I am assured that they 
entered the house from having no employment merely. I should state that the • 
number of this class is 468, — 400 at least of 'which are of the description above 
alluded to. They present a reckless appearance — ready, I should fear, lor any 
foolish but mischievous acts. I may perhaps be mistaken m this opinion, bih 
I feel it right to express it. I reasoned with them, and, for the moment, with 
some effect on them ; but I doulit the pei-maneucy of any impression now made 
in that way. _ j i 

I next inspected a tan-yard and store w’hich have been rented by the 
Guardians for female paupers. It contains 371 women, giids, and children, 
and some, but not many, boys. The day-room for all these is only 78 by 19, 
and 7^ feet high. There is a sufficiency of windows at one side, but none at 
the other. On my entrance it was crowded with a dense mass of th^e paupers 
in the greatest state of confusion and disorder ; and as the space is so inade- 
quate, and all in their own wretched garments, many filthy and many very 
scanty, the foetor and uncomfoi*tableness 'ivas most distressing. 

I should add that this day-room is boarded, hut that the boards are placed 
over tan-pits from which the water was baled out. These pits are mft hollow, 
and may naturally be supposed to be moist, possibly to gradually have water 
accumulated in them. Of course, even if there was no overcrowding, this 
must l 3 e deemed a very unfit place for the paupers. Altogether it )s very 
objectionable. w icn 

These 371 sleep in three lofts. One 78 by 19 feet, 6 feet to waU 5 
sleep in tliis, having about 90 cubic feet to each. ^ Another is 52 by 15 leet, 
feet high; 90 sleep in it, each having 64 cubic feet. And the third, o4 
by 15 feet, 10 feet high; in this 110 sleep, each having 96 cubic feet. 

It is sufficient to state that the dormitoiy accommodation of tins store does 
not exceed 150 ; and I cannot doubt that, from the insalubrity of the place and 
the overcrowding, disease will arise, and most rapidly extend amount these 
paupers : in fact, such is already the case. They are oidy five days in it, and 1 
find that 1 1 cases of fever were transferred from it this day to the iiwer hos- 
pital, and 8 two days ago. I learn from the master, that he h^ the Commis- 
sioners’ sealed order not to admit more than 950, and asked hini why he 
exceeded that number without their permission. _ He stetes that the Guardians 
did it on their own authority, entirely overruling him. I shall attend the 
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Kanturk Union. Guardians’ meeting to-morrow, when I expect Mr. Crawford mil be x)resent, 
and I will represent the dangei'ous state in which I have found the house and 
this store, I'rom overcrowding and want of house clothes. 



Mr. Crawford, Inspector, to the Poor Law Comwissionkrs: — 
JSovemher 2, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on this day I attciiidod a meeting 
of the Board of Guardians at Kanturk. 

Tlie difficulties in which the Guardians are placed have become so great 
that they came mianimously to a resolution tendering their resignation as a 
Board. 

I do not think any other course can be adopted than forthwith to dissolve 
the Board, and appoint paid officers to manage the affairs ol'tho Union. 

The Guardians have got themselves involved in difficulties of no common 
kind; tliey have filled their poorliouse to such an extent as to make it a matter 
of certainty that pestilence will break out among its crowded inmates, being in 
number nearly 500 above that limited by the order of tlie Commissiontivs. 

The tendency to disease is much aggravated by the inmates being nearly 
altogether dressed in their own clothes, the Guardians not having sufficient 
clothing for so large a number of inmates. 

I find that the relieving officers have been giving out-door roliel’, without first 
having had their books initialled by the chairman, or their accounts revised ; 
and I fear tliat the greatest abuse is taking place in this q^uartcr from the 
Guardians’ continued neglect of checking their acf'ounts. 

The expenditure of the Union under this system is now amounting to upwards 
of 400/. per week, the effect of which will, in a short time, l)c to plunge the 
Union in inextricable debt. 

I consider the present Board as completely incompetent to grapjdc with the 
difficulties in which they are placed, and • I must repeat the expression of my 
opinion that it is absolutely necessary that the Board sliould, in compliance 
with their wishes, be at once dissolved, and paid officers appointed in their 
place. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Clerk of the Kanturk Union : — 
Novemher 8, 1847. 

I AM directed l3y the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to state that they have had under considm’ation 
the resolutions jiassed by the Board of Guardians of Kanturk Union on Tuesday, 
the 2nd instant, to the effect tliat the Board tender their resignation to the 
Commissioners, and req^uest them to appoint paid Guardians, as they find they 
cannot perform their duties from the difficulty of workuig the iirescnt Act in 
their Union. 

In reference to that resolution, the Commissioners desire to state that they 
do not consider it competent for any Board of Guardians to resign their office, 
and to relieve themselves, by their own act, of the responsibilities and duties 
which have been imposed on them by the Legislature. The Commissioners, 
therefore, would by no means consent to dissolve the present Board of 
Guardians merely because the Guardians had tendered their resignation, and 
had expressed a wish that paid officers should be appointed to manage the 
affairs of Kanturk Union. 

Still there are certain circumstances connected with the past conduct of the 
Kanturk Board of Guardians which lead the Commissioners to tlic conclusion 
that the Guardians have failed duly and effectually to discharge their duties ; 
and on this account the Commissioners have decided to issue an order for the 
formal dissolution of the Board. 

The Commissioners received on the 2nd instant a report from their Inspector, 
Mr. Crawford, in which he states that the Guardians have filled the workhouse 
to such an extent as to make it a matter of certainty that pestilence will break 
out among its crowded inmates, being in number nearly 500 above' that limited 
by the order of the Commissionere. 
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Mr. Crawford further states that the relieving officers have been giving out- 
door relief without first having had their books initialled by the chahman, or 
their acts revised. 

Mr. Crawford further states that the expenditure of the Union now amounts, 
under this system, to upwards of 400/. j)er week. 

The Commissioners have received a report from their Inspector, Mr. Phelan, 
from which it appears that, on his recent inspection of the workhouse, he found 
that it contained 1851 paiipei’s, 582 of these having been admitted in the week 
ended the 30th ult., eveiy one of whom Mr. Phelan states were sent into the 
dormitories in their own clothes, the master having none in Ms possesion to 
give them. 

Mr. Phelan stat^ that the dormitory accommodation of the house, including 
the shed in each of the idiot yards, and also the idiots’ cells, day-rooms, and 
dormitories, is not sufficient for more than 910; and that 1474 having been 
placed in these apartments, several of the dormitories are greatly overcrowded. 

Mr. Phelan states that he inspected a tan-yard and store, which have been 
rented by the Guardians for the accommodation of female paupers, containing 
371 women, girls, and clrildren, and some, but not many, boys ; that the day- 
room for all these is only 78 by 19 feet in length, and 7^ feet in height; that 
there is a sufficiency of windows at one side, but none at the other ; that on 
Mr. Phelan’s entrance it was crowded with a dense mass of these paupers in the 
greatest state of confusion and disorder, and, as the space is so inadequate, and 
all are in their own wretched garments, the fostor was most distressing. _ 

Mr. Phelan finally states tliat the dormitory accommodation of this store 
does not exceed 150, and that he cannot doubt that, from the insalubrity and 
overcrowding of the place, disease mil arise, and must rapidly extend among 
these paupers. Such, in fact, appears to he already the case, as the paupers 
were only five days in the store, and Mr. Plielan found that 11 cases of fever 
were transferred from it, on the day of Ms inspection, to the fever hospital, and 
eight two days before. 

On a consideration of all the facts stated in these Reports, the Commissioners 
are of opinion that there has been a serious default of duty on the part of the 
Kantiivk Board of Guardians. The Commissioners accordingly tr^smit here- 
with an order for the dissolution of the Board, under the provisions of tire 
18th section of the Irish Relief Extension Act; and they will proceed, with 
the least possible delay, to appoint paid officers to administer relief to the 
destitute according to the intentions of the Legislature. 



Cahircheen Union. 

Lieut.-Col. Claiuce, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 
Noveniher 5, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that I arrived here on the 3lst ultimo, 
and immediately proceeded to put myself in communication with the ex-officio 
Guardians. 

I afterwards made a most minute inspection of the workhouse, wMch I foimd 
perfectly clean, but in a lamentable state of deficiency of every requisite. 
Paupers three or four in a bed, for want of straw to fill tbe bed-ticks, and that 
in use not having been changed since the house was opened in October, 1846. 
Broken glass throughout the basement story, and not even the necessary imple- 
ments for cleansing the premises. As is always the case in a builffing diverted 
from its original purpose, many inconveniences exist, to remedy which a greater 
expense is incuiTed than if a suitable building had been erected in an eligible 
site, which is not here the case, it being neaidy four miles from the town, and 
consequently a most exorbitant addition is made to all contracts on account of 
carriage. j • t. 

I yesterday attended the ordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians; there 
was a tolerably full attendance, hut only one ex-officio Guardian w^ present. 
After the preliminary business I produced my commission and appointment to 
the Union, and explained at considerable length what was expected from the 



Kanturk Union. 



Cablceiveen Union. 
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Caliu’clveen Union. 



country. I impressed most strongly that the first step was to obtain funds, by 
putting the rate of 3^. in the pound (for wliich a resolutio3i had been passed), in 
immediate course of collection ; but it appeared that the collectors had not per- 
fected their securities. The Guardians entered into tlic consideration of the 
solvency of the j^ersons who offered themselves as sureties, and at length satis- 
fied themselves as to the eligibility of the parties, and the prescriljed bonds are 
now executed with one exception, which will be completed to-morrow ; and on 
Thursday next the rate-books will be ready, and the warrairts for collection 
signed. 

I explained to tlie collectors that upon their exertions in a great measure 
depended the weliare of the country, aJid that they should perform 
their duty with the strictest impartiality; that they should not commence their 
collection with the lowest class of rate-payers, but with the immediate lessors, 
and their own nearest relations and friends, and thus convince the poorer classes 
that the law was eq^xtally applicable to the rich as to themselve.s ; moreover, as 
the majority of them were rate-payers, I should expect the first receipt in their 
cheq^ue Ijooks to be from themselves, as an example. 

A lengthened discussion took place as to the mode of relief that should be 
adopted, some of the Guardians strenuously insisting that the workhouse should 
be reserved lor the aged, impotent, and orphans, and that the out-door relief 
should be given to the able-bodied. I urged every argument suggested by my 
experience against this proposition, and succeeded in inducing them to abandon 
the idea ; and in order to afford additional accommodation, it was resolved to 
sulimit for your approval that the sick should be removed to the district Fever 
Hospital (in which there is abundant space) under the care of their own medical 
officer ; this would give room for 100 additional inmates. It ivas also resolved 
to solicit you to increase the number of 400, stated in the order of the 23rd 
March of the present year, to 500, and I perfectly concur in oi>iniou with the 
Guardians tliat this might be done without inconveniently crowding the liouse, 
as two temporary sheds have been erected as fcivor hospitals, w'hich are not 
required for that purpose; and I would propose that the day-rooms within the 
building should be converted into dormitories, and one-half of oacli of the 
sheds used as day-rooms, and the other half appropriated to a jnu'posc I shall 
introduce hereafter. 

The number of children in the house is about 225. I have made every 
inquiry as to the possibility of finding premises to lodge them elsewhere, but I 
fear it is impracticable. Blany of these belong to parents who are not inmates, 
they having been taken in during the last spring, in order (as the Guar<lians 
say) to enable the fatlrer to support the remainder of the lamily on his inade- 
quate wages. It is very difficult to shake the strong prejudice that exists on this 
point, which is so false in priucijffe. Again, there are many illegitimate 
children in the house whose fathers are well known. I have directed a list of 
all such to be prepared, and the Guardians will, I believe, compel the fathers 
to repay the expenses that have been incurred, and to support them for the 
future : but even with the additional accommodation proposed, and the dimi- 
nution in tins class, I consider that out-door relief to the able-bodied will 
become an imperious necessity. I shall be very unwilling to have recourse to 
this measure, and nothing short of the most positive conviction that it cannot be 
avoided will induce me to recommend its adoption : and in the mean time I 
would request your instruction, whether labom- should be exacted for the relief 
so afforded. 

The distress for want of money is extreme, and the credit of the establish- 
ment at so low an ebb, that it is almost impossible to induce parties to furnish 
supplies, and every advantage is taken of their necessities by demanding a large 
per centage above the market price for every article. Bread (even for the sick) 
canuot be procured. The Guardians informed me that Mr. Crawford had 
upon several occasions procured them advances, and expressed a hope that I 
would do the same. I assured them that I had the desire to serve them in 
every possible way, but that I had no reason to believe that such a request 
could be acceded to, and that before asking the question I must be thoroughly 
convinced that every practicable effort was being made by themselves. At the 
same time, if there be any available funds at your disposal, I would respectfully 
recommend that a small sum should be advanced until the rate is in course of 
collection, particularly to provide proper diet for the hospital patients. 
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Some allusion was made to applying for a paid Board of Guardians. 1 CahircLvcen Umoii. 
explained that this was not to be looked upon as a favour, but as a strong mark 
of disapprobation ; that it would entail a heavy expense on the Union, and 
remove entirely from their control money raised from themselves 5 that I 
should be present to give them assistance and advice upon every difficulty, and 
that it would be much to their credit to act boldly and conscientiously in 
discharging the duty they owed to the community. I recommended strongly 
that they should introduce a system of productive industry within the house, 
and that the whole of the clothing and bedding should be manufactured by the 
inmates ; and I proposed that the half of the sheds before alluded to should 
be occupied as work-rooms. At the same time there are six acres of land 
attached, which might be made available for supplying the house with 
potatoes, and other esculents. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Lieut-Colonel Clarke 
November 16, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have again had before them your report of the 5th instant, relating to 
the Cahirciveen Union, together with the observations of Mr. Crawford, Poor 
Law Inspector, on the matters to which you refer. 

With respect to the state of the workhouse, Mr. Crawford informs the Com- 
missioners that he represented to the Guardians strongly when he last visited 
the house the necessity of obtaining straw for bedding, and of having the 
windows mended, and that orders were given that both of these matters should 
be attended to. The Commissioners request that you will be so good as to ' 
press the subject again on the consideration of the Guardians at their text 
meeting, if the deficiencies complained of have not already been remedied. 

The Commissioners await Mr. Phelan’s report, as to an alteration of the order 
which at present restricts the number to be admitted into the workhouse to 
400 ; but they desire me in the mean time to state that Mr. Crawford concurs 
in your views as to the probability that 500 can be accommodated in the house 
without danger to health, and arrangements may at once be made for the re- 
ception of that number. ^ 

As regards the statement made to you with respect to the number 01 children 
in the workhouse, Mr. Crawford states that the Guardians never, so far as he 
was aware, acted upon the principle of admitting parts of families. lu all cases 
where such admissions have taken place, the parent liable according to the 53rd 
section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, for the support of such inmates, should be 
required to support them, or to join his family in the workhouse, ^ should be 
proceeded against in pursuance of the provisions of the 10th and 11th Vict, 
cap. 84. It is to be observed that the mothers and not the fathei-s 01 illegiti- 
mate children are liable by law for the maintenance of such children, and that 
until the Guardians shall have declared any relief aflbrded in the workhouse 
to be by way of loan in pursuance of the 55tli section of the Irish Pool Reiiet 
Act and the 23rd article of the General Regulations, the Guardians cannot take 
legal proceedings for the recovery of the cost of such relief. 

With respect to the means of providing for the maintenance of the workhouse 
inmates, and affording relief to the destitute poor in the Union. I am to stete 
that there are no funds at the Commissioners’ disposal for this purpose, and that 
the funds of the British Association will in no case be advanced untd it sbail be 
shown that due exertions have been made to make and collect adequate rates 
in the Union. 



Colonel Clarke to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Cahirciveen, November 7, 1847. 

In mv weekly report of the Sthinstantl had the honour of detailing to you 
the steps I had taken for commencing the collection of rates and increasing the 
accommodation of the workhouse; since which it has occmjed to me that the 
Temperance Hall, which is a spacious building, and used last ^ ter as a 
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"Cahirciveen Union. Governiuciit store, might be made available, at a small expense, for the 
— accommodation of pauper children between the ages of two and fifteen years — 

say 150; this, with 500 in the workhouse, and an average of 50 in the 
hosi)ital, would make a total of 700, to whom in-door relief could be given; 
the average weekly expense of each pauper is about Is. lOd, or say 65/. weekly 
for the whole number. The 3s. rate (if all collected) would produce 3,650/,, 
which sum w'ould be amply sufficient to support the entire establishment for 
twelve months; but there are many heavy debts to discharge, and the 
Guardians have already been served with a latitat on a contract for cloth- 
ing, amounting to 45Sl ; and from what I hear, I have gi’eat doubt as to 
the collectors being able to realise any considerable proportion of the above 
amount. 



The Poor Law Cobimissioners to Colonel Clarke : — November 9, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have had before them your report of the 7th instant, in which you 
suggest, that the building known as the Temperance Hall in Cahirciveen, should 
be made available for accommodation of the pauper children of tliat Union. 

Ill reference thereto, I am to request that you will be so good as to propose 
your suggestion to the Board of Guardians, and should they approve of it, tliey 
should enter into the necessary treaty, lor the Commissioners, to whom the 
building, if taken, should be demised. 



Lieut-Colonel Clarke, Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 
November 11, 1847. 

I THIS day attended the ordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians. 
It was expected that the collectors would have had the rate-hooks comidcted, 
so as to enable the Guardians to sign the wai’rants lor collection ; but such was 
not the case, and the meeting was adjourned until Monday next, ivlicii I hope 
to be able to communicate to you that this very necessary preliminary has been 
effected, as it is impossible to make any arrangements until funds shall be 
procured. 

I find that the collection of the last rate has been satisfactory ; and, after 
allowing for poundage to collectors, and for parties against whom it would be 
useless to proceed, a very small sum (probably not exceeding 30/. for the wliole 
Union) will be in arrear. The Union treasurer not having sent in his book in 
time for the meeting, prevents my stating the sum that has been collected 
during the past M'eek, but it is generally understood that the principal dolaulters 
have paid. 

I explained to the Guardians that it was hopeless to expect assistance from 
any quarter unless the greatest exertions should be made by themselves ; and 
they one and all assured me tliat they would work with me most cordially. 
Mr. James O’Connell, who is an extensive proprietor in the Union, is about to 
call a general meeting of the proprietary. His views are very satislactory, and 
I hope his influence may induce othei^ to adopt them. He fully admits the 
absolute necessity of maldng every sacrifice to meet the present rate ; and pro- 
poses tha.t the landlords should immediately pay their own proportion, and ad- 
vance that for their tenants, which they would have the right to deduct from the 
next gale of rent, and repudiates altogether the idea of taking money on account 
of arrears, and thus evading the rate, unless it be over and above the current 
gale. I much wish the same liberal spirit was more prevalent. 

No measure has given more universal satisfaction than that of giving food 
ai^ clothing to the children of destitute parents attending the existing schools, 
which will, I believe, do more to soften down religious animosities than any 
1 ^^^ could have been devised. I am in communication with the clergy 
of both persuasions throughout the Union on this subject, ajid to-morrow com- 
mence a tour of inspection in order to ascertain the extent of school accommo- 
dation in each electoral division, and shall, in a few days, be prepared to make 
a full report to the Count Strzelecki, 
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I have to re<juest your instruction as to whether the Gua.rdians are authorized ^^'ahirciveen Union, 
to give the utmost extent of accommodation the workhouse can be made to ' 

afford, without regard to the Order of the 23rd March, 1847, which limits it 
to 400. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Lieut.-Colouel Clarke, Inspector:— 
November 13, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the P oor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 
1 1 th instant, relating to the Cahirciveen Union ; and with reference to the pro- 
posal of the Board of Guardians to admit an increased number of paupei-s 
into the workhouse, I am to state that if Mr. Phelan, Poor Law Inspector, who 
is now at Cahirciveen, should concur in opinion with the medical officer on tlie 
propriety of admitting a greater number than limited by the Order of the Com- 
missioners, dated 23rd March, 1847, the Commissioners will be prepared to 
give theii* sanction to the arrangement. 



Lieut-Colonel Clarke, Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 
November 17, 1847. 

The rate-hooks and warrants were signed for four electoral divisions, 
when it was found that the clerk had neglected to provide the necessary forms of 
notice, which wdll cause a further delay in the collection. I cautioned him in 
strong terms on his want of forethought, and on some neglect of orders, which 
I hope may not occur again. 

The warrant for Valencia cannot be signed until the rate on the slate mines 
shall be revised, which I have directed in accordance with your instructions. 

I lind great irregularity has prevailed in giving cheques on the Union trea- 
surer in anticipation of funds, and thus a favoured i'ew of the creditor obtain 
an advantage over the general body ; and a gi-eat hardship is inflicted on the 
collectors, who are obliged to pay in the full amount of their collection, and 
have no chance of receiving theii* pomidage mitil all outstanding cheques 
shall be paid. These at the present moment amount to upwards of 400/. I 
shall endeavour to have a resolution passed to-morrow to put a stop to this 
practice, and at the same time to fix the first meeting in each month as the 
only day for giving cheques, which will prevent advantage being taken of a 
thin meetiug to favour particular parties so frequently as it is done at present. 

With regard to increased accommodation within the house, Mr. Phelan is of 
opinion that with the sheds it will contain 532, being 32 beyond the number I 
stated, and he has, I presume, reported to that effect. He has also certified 
that the sheds are substantially built. Having had some experience in that 
description of building, I can state them to be in perfect accordance with the 
plans and specifications of your architect. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Lieut.-Colonel Clarke, Inspector: — 
November 20, 1847- 

With regard to the practice of issuing cheques when there is no balance 
in the hands of the Union treasurer, I am to state that the Commissioners 
consider such a practice to be objectionable ; and they trust that the Board of 
Guardians on your representations will see the propriety of discontmuing the 
practice, and of making every effort to collect the rates, and thereby to place 
themselves in funds to meet their liabilities. 



Lieut.-Colonel Clarke, Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners ■. — 
November 18, 1847. 

At the meeting of the Board of Guardians this day I was successful in 
inducing the Guardians to pass two resolutions ; one, for discontinuing the prac- 
tice of giving cheques in anticipation of funds ; and the other, not to issue any 
cheques but on the first Thursday in each month. I anticipate great benefit 
from this change of procedure ; and when the present difficulty shall be over- 

2 E 2 
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come, I will use every argument for always keeijing some small balance in 
the hands of the treasurer to meet the current expenses of the house. 

Tlie rate-books and warrants were signed for the electoral divisions of 
Killiuane and Dromod. The collector for Killimenagh has not completed liis 
securities, and as he is well experienced in the office, it appears to me that he 
is holding back with a view of delaying the collection. I have advised the 
Guardians to proceed to a fresh election. 

A considerable number of paupers were refused admittance to the work- 
house to day for want of room. No arrangements have yet been made for 
giving out-door relief under the first section of the 10 Viet. c. 31, nor do the 
relieving officers appear to understand the nature of the duties required from 
them. I have directed them all to attend at the next Board day, and every 
exertion will be made to obtain as full a meeting of the Guaa-dians as possible. 

Mr. Synnott presented himself to me this day as an officer appointed by the 
Agricultural Board for tliis district. I introduced him to the Board of Guar- 
dians, and I believe his reception was very satisfactory to him. I shall endea- 
vour to promote his object by every means in my power. 



Lieut-Colonel Clarke, Temporary Inspector, to thePoouLAw Commissioners: 
— Novemher 22, 1S47. 

I HAVE had the honour of receiving your letter of the 16th instant, with 
the observations of Mr. Crawford on my report of the 5th instant. Since that 
time straw has been procured for the bedding, and some mops and brooms for 
cleaning the house ; but the broken glass remains in the same state, and as, I 
Ijelieve, some hundreds of squares are defi.cient, I fear there is little chance of 
having this defect remedied at present. 

A difficulty arises respecting the occupation of. sheds, wliichisthat of render- 
ing them weather-proof. There is no tradesman who will give the Guardians 
credit for the requisite materials ; and before they can touch- one pemiy of tlie 
current rate, upwards of 1 lOOZ. must be coUected to meet outstanding cheques. 
With every possible exertion, this will require several weeks •, and, in the mean 
time, valuable room, so much required, is left unavailable. 

I have a return before me of the children now in the workhouse, which 
shows 93, whose parents are also there ; 69 oi*phans and deserted children ; 
and 30 who have been admitted without their parents. I shall bring the subject 
before the Board on Thursday. 

I have had the honour to submit my ideas respecting the measures of the 
British Relief Association to the Count Strzelecki ; and I am happy to say they 
are in perfect accordance witli his own. I am using the utmost exertions for 
bringing them into immediate operation. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Lieut.-Colonel Clarke : — Novemher 26, 1847. 

With reference to the funds required-to render the sheds at the work- 
house fit for occupation, I am to state that the Commissioners regret that they 
are unable to suggest any way of overcoming the difficulty, there being only a 
balance of 11/. 4^. llcZ. of the workhouse loans ; but as their architect is now at 
Callirciveen, they may, on receipt of his report, be able to point out the course 
which should be adopted. 



Lieut.-Colonel Clarke, Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners: — 
ZVouewzier 22, 1847. 

As the period is approaching when the extension of out-door relief to 
the able-bodied may become absolutely necessary, I am most desirous of being 
put in possession of your views respecting the operation of the 10th section of 
10 Vic. c. 31. 

Great efforts will he made to evade the principle there laid down ; and it is 
desirable that some clear proof of a bond fide legal surrender of land should he 
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produced by every applicant for relief falling under that clause. A brief state- Cahirciveen Union, 
ment of what shall be deemed a surrender of land for the purposes of the Act 
would be of great assistance to the relieving officers as well as to the Guardians. 

A practical difficulty in the working of this clause presents itself in the case 
of the workhouse being full, and a man applying for relief after ha.ving given 
up his land. The first step of an Irish landlord, on getting possession of land 
from the cottier class, is to level and destroy every vestige of_ a habitation. 

Thus the unfortunate applicant is left without a roof to shelter liira. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Lieut-Col. Clarke i—iVeyemier 26,1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
22nd instant, relating to the administration of out-door relief in the Cahirciveen 
Union, in which you state that a brief statement of what shall be deemed a 
surrender of land, for the purposes of the Act 10 Viet. cap. 31, would be of 
assistance to the relieving officers, as well as to the Guardians. 

In reply I am to state, that the Commissioners can lay_ down no general rule 
on the point of what constitutes a legal surrender, which must be left to the 
discretion and good faith of the Board of Guardians. a ^ j i. 

All that is req.uisite is, that a party receiving relief should honO, fide have 

ceased to occupy more than a quarter of an acre of land. 

As to the apparent hardships, which may possibly in paificuiar 

instances, from the operation of the 10th clause of the Irish R^ief Extension 
Act, the Commissioners are not insensible to them; but the Commissioners 
presume that the hardships were foreseen hy the legislature, and 
on the whole, a less evil than the permitting any one to receive reliet irompoor 

rates, who occuiiies more than a quarter of an acre. • j. .j ^ 

The Commissioners take this opportunity of observing, that an individual 
holding more than a quai'ter of an acre of land, cannot legally receive reiiei,. 
either in a workhouse or out of a workhouse, from the poor-rates. 



Lieut-Col. Clakke to the PooE Law Commissionees November 26, 1847. 

I WAS detained at the meeting of the Board of Guardians to “ ™ 

hour last night, as to make it impossible to prepai'e my report in sufficient time 

Wilkinson having arrived, and inspected the temporary sheds fm^^ 
them constructed according to specification, with some 
which will he immediately rectified ; and a resolution was passed fol pi ““urnig 
the necessary materials for rendering tlto sheds weather-proo ’ 
appears a sufficient sum remains from the original 

also passed, for entering into contracts for raising the inflrma.y, and for 

on the Se™ of my report to yon of the 11th instant, and yesterday pve- 
™nted Mmsdf at thJme^ng of\e Guardians, 

view of the law and what he considered to he their duties, ^ to givm,, out- 
dooT reltof - hS ftey adhered to their resolution of not giving it while any 

accommodation remained available within the hou^. Trmnro-lm should 

The Guai-dians resolved that the rehevmg officer, for Killorgto shotod 
immediately commence his duties, so that 

as laid down in the 7th section of the Act : M they refused to fo low the same 

course with the other relieving officers 

that in appointing these officers, they had 

Act, but ftat thiy could not he called upon ‘ ^ 

e^Son o? :^ZV:S~! 
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Cahirciveen Union, able-bodied; a rush is made for admittance to the 'vvorkhonse by persons who 
have no intention of remaining. I was made aware that siicli would be the 
case yesterday, and having made a very minute examination, accompanied by 
Dr. Berry, of the extent of accomodation, I agi’eed in opinion with him, that it 
would be advisable to admit as many as possible ; accordingly 71 applicants 
were received, making the total number within the house 460, and, as I antici- 
pated, many, finding that all deemed eligible obtained admission, went away ; 
and it is reported to me, that six of those received, discharged themselves this 
morning. 

Taking the circumstances of the Union into serious consideration, I am of 
opinion that it would be hopeless to expect that the 3^. rate, now in course of 
collection, will be very productive. The heavy amount of debt, that must be 
discharged, will absorb the greater part, if not the whole, of this collection ; 
and I much doubt the capability of the country to meet another rate for a 
considerable time to come; with this in view, it may probably bo expedient to 
make the relief intended by the British Association available for the impotent. 
I perceive that the number of persons of that class, not possessing land, who 
received relief, on the 4th July, amounted to 1225. I think many persons are 
included iu that number to whom the term is not strictly applicble; but 
assuming it is coi-rect, they might be fed from the soup-kitchens I am establish- 
ing for the schools ; but in addition to these, there will be a great mass of des- 
titution to provide for. The total number of persons, not holding land, who 
received relief on the 4th July was 10,340. The deduction, I calculate upon, 
is 3000 children attending schools, 1225 impotent persons, 600 in the work- 
house, and 1000, representing 200 labourers employed in drainage, and leaving 
4515. I excluded from the calculation all persons holding land, as there 
appears little disposition to surrender ; indeed, there is more activity disjilayed 
in collecting manure and cultivation than I have ever before seen at this period 
of the year. In. some parts of the Union, ejectments on a large scale will be 
carried into effect, but this may probably be met by a greater extent of employ- 
ment than I have calculated ; but I am of opinion that 4500 persons beyond 
the extent of relief I have proposed, and the capabilities of the country to pro- 
vide for, will recjuii’e food. To organize a plan for relieving tliis number will 
require much consideration, particularly with regard to the nature and extent 
of labour to be executed and as to the management ; but I would recommend, 
ill the strongest possible terms, that funds should not be entrusted to local 
Committees, as under the Temporary Relief Act. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Lieut.-Colonel Clarke: — 
November 30, 1847- 

The Commissioners for administering tlie Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had under consideration your report of the 26th instant relating 
to the Cahirciveen Union; and with reference to your observations as to the 
indisposition of the Guardians to employ the relieving officers in the discharge 
of the duties of their office, I am directed to state that by the 4th section of the 
Irish Poor Relief Extension Act (10 Viet. cap. 31), it is required that the 
relieving' officers should be employed to assist iu the administering of relief 
under the previous Act, as well as in the extended relief; and therefore the 
Guardians should now employ these officers to inquire into all the cases of 
application for in-door relief, and to attend on each Board-day to state the par- 
ticulars of every such case before admission is given ; by which course the 
officers will be better prepared to deal with the further cases that may arise, 
and will be able to afford valuable information as to the state of their 
district 



The Rev. Eugene O'Sullivan, P.P., of Killorghn, to the Relief 
Commissioners : — November 7, 1847. 

Kiliorglin aistrict. I RESPECTFULLY beg leave to call your attention to the deplorable con- 

. of the poor people of the KiUorglin Dunkerran electoral division. This 

mvision is attached to the Cahirciveen Union. Though the workhouse of this 
Umon has been, for a considerable time, filled, nevertheless no steps have been 
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taken by the Board of Guardians to provide for the wants of the poor. Hence Cahirciveen Union, 
it is that destitution to an alarming extent prevails in the electoral division Kilbraihr^strict 
already named. I therefore most respectfully, but earnestly, implore of you ^ 
to take the wretched condition of the poor of this division into your kind con- 
sideration, and that you will adopt some means to save the people from star- 
vation. 



Observations of Colonel Clarke, Tempoi’ary Inspector, on foregoing : — 
Novcinher 11, 18-47. 

The Inspector has inquired into the circumstances represented in the 
accompanying letter, and finds, on reference to the workhouse books that no 
application has been made for admittance by any individual from the Killorgliu 
electoral division, since the termination of the Temporary Relief Act, and it is 
stated, by the clerk of the Union, that no such application has been made since 
Mai'ch last, there being only five in-door paupers from that division ; the ap- 
plicants this day were 29, and all from otlrer parts of the Union. 



The Poor Law CoMjnssoNERS to the Rev. E. O. Sullivan: — 
November 18th, 18-17. 

With refemnee to your letter of the 7th instant, relative to the distressed 
state of the poor in the Killorgliu electoral division of the Cahirciveen Union, 
I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to state that your communication having been referred to 
Colonel Clarke, Temporaiy Poor Law Inspector, the Commissioners are in- 
formed by him, that he has made inquiry into the circumstances represented in 
your letter, and ascertained on reference to the workhouse books, that no ap- 
plication has been made for admittance into the workhouse by any individual 
from the Killorglin electoral division since the termination of the Temporary 
Relief Act. Colonel Clarke further states, that he has been informed by the 
clerk of the Ltnion, that no such application has been made since March last, 
there being only five inmates of the workhouse from that division ; and that of 
29 applicants for admission, on the 1 1th instant, all were from other parts of 
the Union. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Colonel Clarke, Insjjector:— 
Novemher 25, 1847. 

I am directed hy the Commissouers for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to forwai-d to you herewith a further letter, 
which they have received Irom the Rev. Eugene O’Sullivan, relating to the 
distress existing in the Killorglin electoral division of the Cahirciveen Union ; 
and I am to request that you will make inquiry into the statements in Mr. 
O’Sullivan’s letter, and report thereon to the Commissioners. 

Enclosure. 

Sir, KillorgUn, Kovemher^2, 18a7- 

1 BEG leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the I8th instant, in which you 
state that the Commissioners have been informed by Colonel Clarke, that no application for 
admittance into Cahirciveen workhouse, has been made by any individual from the Killorglin 
Electoral Division, since the termination of the Temporary Relief Act. This information does 
not establish that there is no destitution here. 

If applications for admittance have not been made by persons from this electoral division, 
the reason is obvious. Because it was believed, generally, on the best authority, that the work- 
house was full. 

A Poor Law Guardian of the Killarney Union visited the Cahirciveen Union workhouse, 
about three weeks ago, or more, and told me that it was then full, and he is ready to make 
oath that such is the fact. It would be cruel, therefore, to be sending the unfortunate poor a dis- 
tance, in some instances, of 30 miles, to look for admittance, when no admittance could be had. 
Besides, there are of course, in this electoral division, as in every other, the maimed, the blind, 
the infirm from old age and sickness ; surely these are entitled to out-door relief. Persons of 
this class are receiving it in the electoral division of this parish which is attached to the Kil- 
larney Union. 

I protest solemnly that I am totally inadequate to convey any idea of the extent, or the 
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inteii^itv of the frifflitful famine, which prevails in this district ; within the last few clays, 
mvself and nw curate were called to attend in their last moments, four or five persons who 
dropped down, apparently lifeless, in the streets of KiUorgHu. In spite of any thmg I can 
do for them, some must die of starvation, before relief is administered to them. 

I have, &c. 

W. Sunlmj, &q., Sea-etary to the E. O'SittLivj.., P.P., Kabrglin. 

Poor Law Commission. 



Colonel Clarke, Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 
Novemler 27, 1847- , 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th 
instant, enclosing a further statement of the Rev. Eugene O Sullivan, relating 
to the distress existing in the electoral division of Killorglin. In my weekly 
report of the 26th instant, I mentioned that I had received a letter from the 
reverend gentleman, on the same subject, which I transmit herewith, with a 
copy of my reply, and his answer thereto ; and I beg to refer to that repoit, as 
to the steps adopted by the Guardians. 

It appears to me the object is to force the Guardians to commence the system 
of out-door relief, which they have determined against so long as in-door ac- 
commodation can be provided. I have no doubt that there is a considerable 
extent of destitution, but do not tliink it greater than in other electoral divi- 
sions. That part of Killorglin attached to this Union is not the poorest of 
the division. And when I recollect the tenns of Captain Stewart s report, and 
the assurance of Mr. James O’Connell (whose information and veracity may 
be depended upon), that Killorglin has received greater assistance in propor- 
tion to its real wants, than any other electoral divisions, I cannot but suppose 
the reverend gentleman’s statement is somewhat highly coloured. 

I have reason to believe that on tlie next Board day an attempt will be made 
from Killorglin to swamp the accommodation in the workhouse, of which I 
have apprised the Guardians, in order that they may be prepared. And I 
warned the relieving officer, that if he hired conveyances for persons who were 
able to walk, or gave provisional relief to those not entitled to it, the responsi- 
bility would rest upon himself. 



Enclosures. 

Sir, Killorglin, November 22, 1847- 

In the Killorglin electoral division of the Cahircivecn Union the most appalling desti- 
tution prevails. NoSiing whatsoever has been done to relieve the blind, the maimed, the 
widows, and orphans, the infirm from old age and from sickness, though, by law, they are 
entitled to out-door relief. Hence it is that their condition is most deplorable; in fact, it is 
my opinion, before relief can reach them some must die fi-om stai-vation; at present they are 
mere spectres. 

Prom the information which you have communicated to the Poor Law Commissioners it 
strikes me, that you are of opinion that no distress prevails in this electoral division, and you 
have arrived at this conclusion, from the fact, that no applications have been made for 
admittance into the workhouse since the Temporary Relief Act expired; now, the reason why 
applications for admittance have not been made, by persons from this district, was, because it 
was generally believed, on the best authority, that the workhouse was full. Even if there was 
room for a great many in it, the impotent classes could not avail themselves of it. A journey 
of nearly 30 miles could not be accomplished by persons who are wasted away by age, famine, 
and sickness. I respectfully implore of you to adopt some means to save the people from 
certain death. 

I have, &c., 

To Colonel Clarlte, Eugene O’Sullivan, P. P., Killorglin. 

^c. ^c. 

Reverend Sir, Cahirciveen, November 23, 1847. 

I HAVE had the honour of receiving your letter of yesterday’s date, depicting the 
deplorable state of destitution prevailing in that part of the Killorglin electoral division 
attached to the Cahirciveen Union. Your former letter on this subject addressed to the 
Relief Commissioners was referred to me, and my observation upon it have, I perceive, been 
communicated to you; and you must permit me to observe, that the inference you draw as to 
my opinion of no distress existing is erroneous; hut at the same time, I must repeat that 
advantage has not been taken of the available means of relief by the poor of your parish. 
During the last three weeks upwards of 80 vacancies have been filled in the workhouse, and 
of these, only three applicants appeared from Killorglin, who were admitted under my 
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direction. In the course of a short time there will be accommodation for 1 32 additional Cahirci Teen Union, 
inmates in the workhouse, and I will see that your poor shall have a Fair proportion. 

You are in error in supposing that the Guardians are compelled to give out-door relief to 
the classes you name ; nor will it be given until the workhouse, and every building that may 
be hired for the accommodation of in-door paupers, may be filled. 

I perfectly concur with you as to the inconvenient extent oF the Union ; but under the 4ih 10 Vic., c. 31, s. 7. 
Article of tho Regulations tor Relieving Officers, provision is made for the conveyance of sick 
and infirm persons to the workhouse, or fever hospital, as the case may be. 

I am most feelingly alive to the distresses of the poor, and will do everything possible to 
induce the Guardians to carry out the law which provides for their relief; but beyond this I 
have no power. I wish to impress this most particularly, as your letters appears to be written 
under the idea of my being a Relief Commissioner, while my duties only extend to seeing tliat 
the Guardians of the poor act in accordance with the laws laid down for their guidance. 

I have, &c., 

The Rev. Eugene O'Sullivan, W. A. Clarke. 

§-c. %-c. ^c. 



SiRj Killorglin, November 24, 1847. 

I HAVE the lionour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, and 
i-egret to state that it is perfectly unsatisfactory. Before the arrangetnents you contemplate 
are complete, many will be in their grave, and I envy not the position of those who have 
adopted no means to save them from death. I did not state in my note to you that the 
Guardians were compelled to give out-door relief to the impotent class. What I stated was, 
that that class comprising, as it does, the crippled, , the blind, the infirm, tlie widows and 
orphans, are legally entitled to out-door relief. If this class is not legally entitled to relief, 
the Guardians of the Killarney Unions are acting illegally in giving relief to them. Not a 
very likely thing ! The Poor Law Commissioners, in their Instructions to Relieving Officers, 
evklently’contemplate giving out-door relief to the above class. Therefore, sustained by such 
authorities, I am right in slating that they are entitled to relief. You concur with me with 
regard to the inconvenient extent of the Union. But why is not this remedied ? You also 
state that, under the 4th article of Regulations for Relieving Officers, provision has been made 
for the conveyance of sick and infirm persons. Why has not that provision been carried into 
effect? Why has not the relieving officer been sent down here wiih cars and other vehicles to 
convey the sick and infirm to the Cahirciveen workhouse? The relieving officer has hot 
visilod this electoral division, because, of course, he has received no instructions to do so. 
Hence, he has no list of the infirm or sick. You are greatly mistaken, if you suppose, that I 
looked upon yon in the light of a Relief Commissioner. Yonr own definiiion of yonr duties, 
as given by yourself, I, of course, accept to be, that the guardians of the poor act in accord- 
ance with your laws and regulations laid down for their guidance. I know the law empowers 
them to relieve the poor, and I confidently hope that you will see they carry the law into 
effect. In couchision. I think it right to inform you, that unless prompt and decisive means 
be at once adopted, the poor of this district will perish. Don’t imagine for a moment that I 
attach the least blame to you. No, sir, the natural guardians of the poor have deserted them ; 
no one is to be found to raise his voice in their favour, except the humble individual who now 
addresses you. 

I have. See., 

To Colonel Clarhe. Euoene O’Sullivan. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Colonel Clarke : — November 30, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, have had under consideration your report of the 27th instant, 
relating to the distress alleged to exist in the Killorglin division of the Cahir- 
civeen Union, and enclosing your correspondence on the subject with the Rev. 
Eugene O’Sullivan. 

In reference thereto, I am directed to state that the Commissioners recom- 
mend you to advise the Guardians at their next meeting, if there should be a 
large number of able-bodied applicants, at once to clear the house of such per- 
sons as may be fit to remove, and can be legally relieved out of doors, under the 
1st section of the Act 10 Viet, cap. 31, and then offer the house relief to such 
of the able-bodied applicants as may appear to be admissible, and be the most 
destitute ; after which, if unable to deal with all the cases, it would be 
advisable to adjourn for a few days, and send the relieving officers to investi- 
gate the cases remaining, by the local intiuiries which they are the proper 
persons to make. 



2 F 
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Bantrif Union : — Rates, and Dissolution of the Board of Guardians. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes: — September 7, 1847. 

Resolved — That a rate be struck on the several electoral divisions of this 
Union at the respective amount of poundage on each as follows, and that this 
rate be substituted for the one named on the 29th of last June. 

Kilmocomogue, 2*-. in the pound. 

Bantry, U'. 6J. ditto. 

Duitus, East, U. 6d. ditto. 

Durrus, West, 2^. ditto. 

Kilcrohane, 3^. ditto. 

Kilcaskin, 1.?. Qd. ditto. 

Kilcatheveen, Is. 6r?. ditto. 

Killaconenagh, ls.6rf. ditto. 

Kilnamanagh, ls.6</. ditto. 



Extract from Minutes of the Guardians of September 7, being a Letter in 
reply to a communication of the Union Inspector. 

In reply to your inquiries with respect to the steps this Board have taken 
for the collection of the rate required by the Relief Commissioners for out-dooi* 
relief in this Union, we beg to inform you that ou^the 29th of Juno last we 
struck a rate of 3 j. in the pound, being the amount required by the Commis- 
sioners for that purpose, and advertised for collectors, but no one offered ; we 
requested the Poor Law Commissioners to send down persons for the purpose ; 
they however directed us again to advertise, which we did, and after several 
attempts, and the loss of some time, one pci*son offered for four of the electoral 
divisions of the Union, and we appointed him, and to remove any difficulty fixed 
his security at 500/, although the amount of his collection would be nearly 
4000/., and we had hitherto always required security for the full amount, The 
person appointed was unalile however to get security for that small amount, thc^ 
impossibility of collecting so large a rate being so apparent. 

Having thus made every exertion in our power to carry out the directions of 
the Commissioners, and being in debt 3000/. for the supplies for the house, 
which we could no longer keep open without funds, and the time when the rate 
could be collected passing away, we saw the necessity of immediately altering 
the rate to an amount which it might be possible to have collected, and wo have 
accordingly struck a rate, the highest that in our opinion could be collected 
now, and which we expect to have in progress of collection without delay. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians : — 
September 18, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, have had under their consideration the resolution of the Board of 
Guardians of Bantry Union of the 7th instanf^ substituting a scale of rates on 
the several electoral divisions of the Union for one adopted on the 29th of June 
last. 

The rates which the Guardians propose to levy are the following : — 

On six divisions, Is. 6d. in the pound. 

On two divisions, 2^. ditto. 

On one division, 3s. ditto. 

These rates, if adopted, would yield only 3500/., a sum not much more than 
sufficient to cover the existing liabilities of the Guardians, and no provision 
would remain to meet their prospective expenditure. 

The Commissioners, under these circumstances, earnestly request the Guard- 
ians to reconsider the amount of rate necessary to be levied in each electoral 
division of the Union. 

The Commissioners are of opinion that no less a rate than 3s. in the pound 
on each division of the Union would suffice for the vp^ants of the Guardians ; 
and the Commissioners strongly recommend the Guardians to adopt a rate for 
ordinary expenditure to that amount. 
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At the same time, the Commissioners desire to acquaint the Guardians that Bantry Union, 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury being strongly impressed 
mth the importance of giving every practicable aid to the Guardians of the 
poor in the execution of the duties which liave devolved upon them under the 
pennanent Poor Law system as amended by the 10 Viet. cap. 31, are pleased to 
determine that no repayment of advances made under the Temporary Relief 
Act (10 Viet. cap. 7), shall be demanded before the 1st of January next from 
any electoral division in which a rate equal to or exceeding 3.y. in the pound, is 
levied before that period for the purpose of defraying the current expenditure 
of the permanent Poor Law, and that in those electoral divisions in which the 
rate to be levied for that purpose before the 1st of January next is less than 3«. 
in the pound, repayment shall be demanded only to the extent of the difference 
between the amount required for the cun'ent expenses of the permanent Poor 
Law and the sum which a rate of 35. in the pound in sucb electoral division 
would produce. 

The practical result of this announcement is, that a rate, not less than 35. in 
the pound, will be required in every electoral division of Bantiy Union. 

In making the above announcement the Commissioners, in order to prevent 
any misapprehension, desire distinctly to state that the poor-rates will remain 
liable for the repayment of the advances under the Temporary Relief Act if 
the Guardians do not make the requisite repayment from the next rate or 
from the following rates, supposing that the rates levied are required for the 
ordinary expenditure. 



Extract from Minutes of Board of Guardians : — September 21, 1847. 

Resolved — That this Board having well considered the present state of 
this workhouse, as regards the state of its funds, and the necessity that exists of 
at once making arrangements for collecting such a rate as will create a fund to 
enable us to lieep this workhouse ojieii, and at the same time to guai’d against 
oppressing the rate-payers, and that, at a time when the landowners are in a 
state of great distress, having well considered their circumstances, we have 
agreed to make a rate, which we have every reason to say could be collected, 
but we now give it as our candid opinion, that it will be impossible to collect a 
rate of 35. in the pound. 

We would therefore respectfully recommend to the Commissioners to allow 
the rate struck on the 7th day of September instant, to be put in a train of col- 
lection, which we have reason to say will be paid, and, as soon after as possible, 
to strike a further rate of a like sum. This will, we trust, show the Commis- 
sioners that we are not actuated by any wish to depart from their instmetions 
or wishes, but knowing the state of tlie country as we do, we feel that we 
would be deceiving the Commissioners were we to hold out to them hopes 
which cannot he realized. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians: — 

• September 25, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland have had before tliem Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians of the Bantry Union on the 21st instant, containing a Resolution, in 
which they allege the impossibility of collecting a rate of 3s. in the pound, and 
suggesting a rate according to the scale proposed on the 7th instant-, varying 
from 1.9. td. to 3s. in the pound over the entire Union. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire me to state, that they wodd 
be unwilling to require the Guardians of Bantry Union to make any rate which 
could not really be collected ; but the Commissioners think, that they should 
not be justified in doing otherwise than insisting that the Guardians should 
make a 3s. rate. 

According to the strict provisions of the Temporary Relief Act no advance 
would have been made to the Guardians on the credit of the rates, unless the 
Guardians had resolved to make a rate for the repayment of the whole of 
such advance, and, unless the Inspector of the Union had certified that the 
Guardians were proceeding, with all possible despatch, to make and levy such 
rate. From a desire, however, to facilitate the introduction of the new Poor 
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Law. the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have been pleased to make 
the announcement, which was commimicated to the Guardians on the 18th of 
September, the effect of which will be to supersede the necessity on the part of 
the Guardians of their striking in any electoral division a higher rate than 3 j. 
in the pound. Under these circumstances, the Commissioners think that the 
Guardians ought to strike a rate to that amount, and thus prove that they arc 
willing to make all reasonable exertions to raise money for tlio relief of the 
destitute in Bantry Union. 

The Commissioners, therefore, trust that the Guardians will at once strike a 
rate, in conformity with the requirements of the Commissioners, and will spare 
the Commissioners the painful duty of exercising their powers under the 18tli 
section of the Irish Relief Extension Act. 

With regard to any additional advances of money in Bantry Union, the Com- 
missioners desire to call the attention of the Guardians to their letter of the 
19th August, in which the CommissLonevs informed the Guardians, " that his 
" Excellency, the Lord Lieutenant, cannot sanction a continuance of these 
“ advances, as it appears that no active steps are being taken by the Guardians 
" for the collection of the rate; and that these renewed advances have operated 
“ as a discouragement to do so.” 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes: — Sepiemher 28, 1847- 

The Commissioners’ letter, dated 25th September, being read,— 

In reference to the striking a rate of 3s. in the pound on every elector^ 
division of the Union, which the Commissionei-s trust will be done at once, in 
conformity with their requirements, and spare them the painful duty oi exer- 
cising their powers under the 18th section of the Irish Relief Extension Act : — 
“ Sir, — I have been requested by tlie Board of Guardians of this Union to 
“ state their anxiety, on all occasions, to cari’y out the directions ol the Com- 
“ missioners, but having, in the first instance, struck a rate of over 3.v. in the 
“ pound through the entire Union ; having made every exertion in their power 
“ to have it put in progress of collection and failed ; from their experience in 
“ that attempt, and from further inquiries they have made since they have 
“ received the directions of the Commissioners to strike a 3s. rate, the Board 
“ still remains strongly of the opinion of the impossibility of collecting a rate 
“ of that amount, and they feel that they would be misleading the Comrais- 
“ sioners if they withheld that opinion, and adopted the course required by 
“ them of striking that rate, the attempt to collect which the Guardians ai’c 
" convinced would be a failure, and result in the loss of almost the entire rate. 

“ The Board much regret they cannot, in this instance, yield to the desire of 
“ the Commissioners, but holding the opinion they liave expressed, they would 
“ not feel justified in altering the present amount of rate. However they may 
“ regret the alternative suggested by the Commissioners, they must respectfully 
“ decline doing so. 

“ In conclusion, the Board of Guardians beg to remind the Commissioners 
“ of the total want of funds to carry on the house, and of the immediate 
“ necessity of having a rate collected, which has been already too long delayed ; 
“ and they desire me to say, that whatever be the course the Commissioners 
may think right to adopt, the amount of the rate they may strike or decide 
“ on, whether they may continue to occupy the position of Guardians or not, 
" they will collectively and individually give their best assistance in having it 
" collected, and to promote the interest of this establishment, which has 
“ always been the object of theh anxious desire. 

“ S. Hutchins, Chairman.'’ 



Report from Mr. Galway, late Government Inspector, addressed to the 
Relief Commissioners, and referred to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Bantry, September 29, 1847. 

It is my duty to state to the Commissioners the result of their com- 
munication of the 17th September, which informed me of the final determina- 
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tion of the Lords of the Treasury in reference to the repayment of the advances 
under the Temporary Relief Act 

On Tuesday, September 21, 1 waited on the Board of Guardians, and made 
them acquainted with the nature of your communication. I endeavoured, in 
conjunction with the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, to enforce a ready 
compliance with the directions contained in it. 

One circumstance in particular I was bound to draw their attention to. The 
present is the time for collecting a rate ; later in the year, it will be quite im- 
possible to do so. If it be preferred to strike only a rate of U. 6d. in the pound 
at present, unquestionably a much less amount of money will be collected than 
if a 3 j. rate were struck, notwithstanding that there might happen to be very 
many defaulters. 

If it be proposed by the Bantry Board of Guardians to levy a rate of 3^. in 
the pound during the ensuing twelvemonths, the present is the time most 
decidedly for laying it on. In January or February next, it would be idle to 
suppose they could collect a rate of L-. 6d. 

The result of yesterday’s meeting is, that the Guardians being unwilling to 
strike a rate of Sa. in the pound, conformably to the directions received from 
the Poor Law Commissioners, it would seem likely that the provisions of the 
Poor Law Extension Act are to be enforced in their regard. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians : — 
October 2, 1847. 



The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had under consideration the resolutions of the Board of Guar- 
dians of Bantry Union on the 28th ultimo, respectiug the rate which the 
Guardians propose to strike for the relief oi the destitute poor in Bantry Union. 

In reference to these resolutions, the Commissionei-s desire to state that they 
highly appreciate the spirit in which they were framed, and they thank the 
Guardians for the satisfactory assurance that whether they may continue to 
occupy the position of Guardians or not, they will collectively and individually 
give their best assistance in having the poor-rates collected. 

Still the Commissioners have to state that they would prefer that the Guar- 
dians should continue to occupy tiieir present position, provided that they wdll 
make sucli rates as the financial embarrassments of the Union imperatively 



require. 

The Commissioners therefore request the Guardians to reconsider their reso- 
lutions of the 28th ultimo, on the following grounds. 

As the rates which the Guardians propose to strike are not much more than 
sufficient to cover the existing liabilities of the Union, the effect of the course 
contemplated by them would be to make no provision for the relief of destitu- 
tion in the Union during the approaching winter, and thus the destitute poor 
would either starve, or would he thrown on the precarious resources of private 
charity. /• o • 

With regard to the supposed impossibility of collecting a rate of 3s. in the 
pound, the Commissioners have to observe that if the Guardians will at once 
make rates to that amount, and will individually set the example of prompt 
payment, the Commissioners do not anticipate that there will be any insuperalne 
difficulty in the collection. ^ i j.- ■ 

The net annual value of the Union, according to the Poor Law valuation, is 
41,829/., while the Guardians, since December last, have only collected abemt 
1533/. As the taxation for Poor Law purposes has been comparatively so light, 
the Commissioners cannot permit themselves to doubt that the Guardians 
would be able by extraordinary exertions to discharge their liabihties, and to 
place their financial arrangements on a satisfactory foundation. 

Under these circumstances the Commissioners feel bound to msist on the 
Guardians striking a rate of 3s. in the pound ; and if the Guardians, at a time 
when their liab'Uties amount to 32531., adhere to their determination of not 
levying a larger sum than 36001, the Commissioners wiU be under the pamtul 
necessity of exercising their powers under the ISth section of the Irish Relief 
Extension Act. 



llaiUry Union. 
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Extract from Minutes of the Board of Guardians : — October 5, 1847. 

Besolved , — That this Board being still decidedly of opinion that it would 
not be possible to collect a 35. rate, beg respectfully to adhere to their former 
resolution, and the amount of rate therein named, and they would at tlic same 
time remind the Commissioners of the immediate want of funds to enable them to 
carry on the liouse, and of the delay that must inevitaloly ensue if the rate be 
again altered to a 35. one, whereas, if this Board are allowed to proceed to the 
collection of the present rate at once, they expect to have the greater part of it 
collected before Christmas, when they will immediately strike another rate 
and they tnist that by thus taking it by instalments they will be able, within a 
few months, to collect a rate throughout the Union, at least amounting to 35. 

Samuel Hutchins, Chairman . 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Clerk of the Union: — 

October 9, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to state that they have had under consideration 
the minutes of the proceedings of the Bantry Board of Guardians on the 5th 
instant, from which it appears that the Guardians have resolved to adhere to 
there resolutions of the 28th ultimo, respecting tlie rates which they propose to 
make in Bantry Union. 

The effect of these resolutions was, that if the Guardians acted on them they 
would merely raise rates to the amount of 3500/, at a time when the TTniou was 
3253/. in debt ; and the Commissioners in their letter of the 2nd instant 
announced distinctly, that if the Guardians adhered to those resolutions, the 
Commissioners would be under the necessity of exercising tlicir powers under 
the 18th section of the Irish Relief Extension Act. 

Under tlicse circumstances the Commissioners herewith transmit; an order for 
the dissolution of the Bantry Board of Guardians; on the ground that, through 
the default of the Guardians, the duties of the Board have not'b(‘ou duly and 
effectually discharged according to the intention of the Legislature. 



Captain Gordon, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners 
Bantry, November 3, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I arrived here on the 28th October, and 
agreeably to your instructions of the 20th, I have to state, that I find affairs are 
progressing favourably, and I cannot see any difficulty in the collection of the 
rates. 

“is’stouce at present received from the 
British Association, f™me can be prevented; and I am in hopes, with a mode- 
rate assistance from that body, that the rates will he found kffleient to meet 
any call preferred by those entitled to make it. I am, however afraid 

We 'but In'* n™ gi™ it up. or enter the work- 

house, but that rests with the parties themselves. Out-door relief I do not 
consider will be necessary in this Union, if the landlords do their duty. I have 
WWbl^lf h"!!* them and hope they wiU see the necessity li employ- 

Stiom rather than feed him gratuitously with 

nJ additionai accommodation at Castletown, as we have no 

dimfhavrfunr'^ ’ ™raased in Bantry when the Vice-Guar- 

Yesterday every applicant for relief was admitted, 
unon e'Sb 3* “r** “ffloers ; however, I will report specially 

upon each when I see what they are about. i r ^ 

of exeeption of entering the arrears, none 

Gulrdiat soln ® the last rate. The Vice- 

raiTe fwXnTa *““0 them at 

once ^within 14 days) m default of which they will be proceeded against. 
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Great negligence was used, especially in one electoral division (Kilcrohane), 
the collector not having collected a sixpence, and the consequence is, the last 
rate of lOt/. in the pound has to be brought forward as an arrear. 

I was much surprised to find that the small occupying tenants in this division 
under Al. valuation, were entered instead of tlie immediate lessor. Mr. Craw- 
ford, however, had this altered previous to my arrival. 

Tenders lor collectors were opened yesterday at the poor-house, but there were 
none from either Kilcaskin or Kilcrohane, and I am afraid we shall not have 
any from the latter division ; and as it is most essential to put the rate in course 
of collection in that division simultaneously with the others, I would call par- 
ticular attention to the circumstance, for although I cannot detect it, yet I 
thhik there is some underhand work going on. The rate will be easily col- 
lected, since it is in a great proportion obtainable from the immediate lessor, 
and indeed, the immediate lessor is the principal party throughout the Union. 
I have weighed well the circumstances of the Berehaven mines, and since they 
received such enormous advances under the Temporary Relief Act for the 
division in which they are situated (Kilnamanagh), viz., 2,030^., I consider' 
they must pay the rate, viz., 1,200/., although a report is abroad, which I do 
not credit, that they were to stop work. It w'ould be a sad thing, as they em- 
ploy some 12 to 16 hundred persons ; but I cannot see how it can be helped, 
except, perhaps, it might be taken by instalments, say in three monthly ones, 
or any other way that can be suggested. 

I leave for Castletown to-morrow morning, and vdll next Wednesday again 
report. 

On setting tJie paupers to work on the 28th October, 34 women went out of 
their own free will. 

I am most anxious to finish a small road at the workhouse, and the "Vice-Guar- 
dians will employ the paupei-s, provided they can procure a few tools from the 
Board of Works, and which I propose writing for. 

Mr. Payne, J. P., agent to the Earl of Bantry, has said he will collect in 
Kilcaskin, and the electoral division of Kilcrohane is now the only difficulty. 

The Earl of Bandon, and Timothy O’Donovan, J. P., are the immediate 
lessors. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Captain Gordon:— AoweiMier 5, 1847. 

I AM directed hy the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 
3rd instant relative to your inspection of the state of Bantry Union ; and I am 
to express the Commissioners’ thanks for your report, and to state that the 
Commissioners highly approve of your communication with the employers of 
labour in the Union. 

With regard to the collectoi’ship of the Kilcrohane division, the Commis- 
sioners trust that, as that division is now the only one in the Union without a 
collector,, the paid officers will not find any insuperable difficulty in securing 
the services of a competent individual. 



Captain Gordon to the Poor Law Commissioners: — 

Castletown Berehaven, November 5, 1847. 

I HAVE further to report that I arrived here yesterday evening. I 
observed the land, especially in the barony of Bear, had been in great part 
neglected last season, in consequence of all parties having received relief as des- 
titute. I find, however, that the people are arousing themselves from their 
apathy, and are manuring and preparing their holdings far more than was the 
case at the same period last yeai*. Along the entire road I observed much 
misery and destitution. 

The workhouse now contains 800, and more cannot be admitted. The Vice- 
Guardians I hope will be able to strike the rate on Tuesday next, and give the 
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.Bfn'iy Union, uccessaiy Doticc; every exertion is being made, but they are delayed in conse- 
quence of the old collectors not having even yet made up their accounts. 

I propose commencing on Tuesday next by means of the 100/. advanced 
by the Bntish Association to give out-door relief to those entitled to it (not 
able-bodied) through the Guardians, say to the extent of 200, and I shall do so 
by turning out the present occupants to tliat extent, making vacancies thereby ; 
and I cannot too strongly urge the necessity everywhere of giving the test of the 
workhouse to every one before out-door relief is permitted, however destitute 
tlie party may be, always making them in the first instance enter the house. 

It is very necessary to increase the accommodation in Bantry, say for 300 
more, but the Guardians have no funds at disposal, I am sanguine about 
the rate, and am quite satisfied the Poor Law can be carried out if it only gets 
a fail* start. 

I attended a meeting of landlords on Wednesday last for three divisions, 
viz. — East Durrus, West Durrus, and Kilcrohane. After explaining to them 
their position and the necessity of their exerting themselves, all present said 
they would ask for money for reproductive labour, and adjourned until the 
next week. 

No Union in Ireland presents such facilities for drainage and other useful 
labour. 

In my opinion, it will be quite useless to attempt to relieve, or, I should say, 
assist, any division that does not exert itself ; and so I shall not do so, but rate 
after rate must be laid on until, by the pressure on all parties, tliey will be 
compelled to come forward. The principal part of the rate in tliis Union 
coming upon the landlord, he w'iE be put in mind of it by the first rate now 
about to be collected. 

It will be necessary, at some future time, to establisli a permanent hosintal 
here (Castletown). 



Captain Gordon to the Poor Law Commissioner.s : — 

November 11, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that almost every a])plicant for relief 
was admitted into the house on Tuesday last, at tire meeting of the Vice-Guar- 
dians, with the exception of a few out of a mob, who pretended at a late hour 
to wish admittance, although many went away when offered it, their object 
evidently being to force out-door relief. 

Matters are going on well ; the rate-books are made out, and the late collectors 
having made out their accounts, the arrears have been entered, and the books 
will be signed on Friday morning (to-morrow). 

Collectors will be found for East and West Durras, and Kilcrohane. 

Additional temporary accommodation cannot be obtained in Bantry, except 
by adding to the house. Mr. Crawford and myself agreed upon the necessity ibr 
it ; but it cannot be carried out for want oi‘ funds. 

I was in hopes that the monies for the Land Improvenunit Act would have 
been forthcoming before this, and if the delay continues much longer, I am 
afraid I shall be forced to recommend out-door relief, as I grounded all my hopes 
^ See page 2 10 . of success upoii the employment to he given by the Earl of Bantry, who has 

applied for 5900/., and others, who are about to apply for advances. 

Room was made in the poor-house by giving out-door relief to those entitled 
to it belonging to classes 1, 2, and 3, through the Vice-Guardians and relieving 
officers, by the funds placed at my disposal by the British Association. Many 
more at present occupy the places of able-bodied, who we caainot turn out, as 
they have no clothing to put on or cabins to go into. 

I am afraid but little good can be done in the school here by feeding the 
children. However, I shall use my endeavours to draw out some plan, but am 
afraid it will be open to veiy considerable abuse. 
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The Poor Law Commissioners to Captain Gordon : — Novmher 13, 1847. Bantry Union. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had before them yonr report of the 11th instant, received 
to-day, relative to the Bantry Union, and the Commissioners are glad to per- 
ceive that steps are being taken to commence the collection of the new rate in 
the Union without delay. 

An extract from your report relating to the application made by the Earl of 
Bantry for a loan under the Drainage Act has been forwarded to the Board of Page 210 . 
Works. 

The Commissioners trust that the supply of clothing for the workhouse 
inmates which the Vice-Guardians have ordered will speedily be available. 



Captain Gordon, Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners ; — 
November 17, 1847. 

By raising the wings of the stores, on each side of the infirmary, addi- 
tional accommodation will be found for 216 inmates, at an expense of 232^ IO 4 '. ; 
and I suggested the advantage of converting such buildings into permanent 
school establishments. If the Commissioners cannot sanction the advance, I 
would request that the Guardians be authorised to go into delit for the amount, 
upon the credit of rates about to be collected. 

A great part of the present liuilding is taken up by old and bedridden per- 
sons, and I would recommend tliat these paupers, 50 in number, be removed to 
a separate building, which can be fitted up at an expense of 75?., and at a rental 
of 20?. per annum. 

At the present time, the Guardians can do nothing for want of funds, 
although, in a few days, the rate will be in course of collection, except in East 
and West Durrus and Kilcrohane; no tender has been received for collecting 
the rate in those divisions. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Captain Gordon, Inspector; — 
November 20, 1847. 

The Commissioners approve the proposed expenditure for raising a 
story over the stores on each side the infirmary buildings, and of the proposal 
to obtain a loan for the purpose. 

The Commissioners also approve the proposal to remove the old and bed- 
ridden imnates of the workhouse to a separate building to be hired for their 
reception. 



Captain Gordon, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners: — 
November 1847. 

I AM anxious, in order to avoid delay, to call attention, previous to my 
regular weeldy report on Wednesday, to the minutes of the Board of Guar- 
dians on the 19th instant, and to request your approval of the relieving officers 
recommended for Kilcathareen, Kilaconenagh, and Kilmacanogue, since their 
services are immediately necessary. 

The collectors for all the divisions, except East and West Durrus and 
Kilcrohane, are now copying the rate-books, and perfecting their bonds ; and 
the rate is almost, I may say, in course of collection. 

• Mr. Emerson has tendered to collect the rates in the before-named divisions 
at Is, 6t?. per pound, and will be appointed on Tuesday next by the Vice- 
Guardians. Might I hope his approve may be sent to me in anticipation, so as 
to prevent delay, or, at any rate, that he may be allowed to copy the books and 
get his bonds ready. 

Clothing has been ordered, and all is going on well, although there is great 
and increasing destitution. 

The Vice-Guardians have noticed their intention of meeting at Castletown 
Bere on Thursday next. 



2 G 
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The PooK L.iw Commissioners to Cai>taiii Gordon: — Novemhcr 23, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your rc 2 )ort of the 
21st instant, and, in accordance with your recommendation, I am to express the 
Commissioners’ approval of the appointment of the persons who were elected as 
relieving officers in the Bantry Union on the 19th instant. 

I am at the same time to state, that Mr. Ememon, who has tendered for 
the collection of the rates in the divisions for which collectors have not yet 
been appointed, may prepare the collecting books and his bond. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Captain Gordon :~Novemher 20, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to forward herewith for your information a copy 
of a letter which they have received from the Office of Public Works, relative 
to a loan, which has been applied for by the Earl of Bantry, with a view to the 
employment of the poor on his lordship’s estate. 



Enclosure. 

Office of Pullic Worlis, November 19, 1847. 

_ In reply to your letter of the 18th instant, enclosing an extract from the report of 
Captain Gordon, temporaiy Poor Law Inspector for Baniry Union, relative to the loan ap- 
plied for by the Earl of Bantry, I am directed to inform you, that an order for the loan to 
Lord Bantry, for the improvement of his estate in the county of Cork, is in course of prepara- 
tion, and the certificate will be issued to the Paymaster of Civil Services in a few days. 

I am, &c. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary, E. Hornsby, Assistant Sca-ctary. 

Poor Law Commission Office. 



Captain Gordon, Temporary Inspector, to Mr. Twisleton t — 
November 20, 1847. 

Our house is full, and all parties who were entitled to receive out- 
door relief have been removed to make room ; and when the relieving officers 
know their duties, I do not see any difficulty, since the landlords must employ 
the ahle-hodied who are now in a starving state. I need not say what advan- 
tages could be gained, provided Lord Bantry got his first instalment under the 
Land Improvement Act. It would give us breathing time and make other 
landlords more active. 

The county surveyor having offered to lend us hammers and to jiurchase 
broken stone for the roads, I have suggested to the Guardians the advantage 
of putting the paupers to work ; and stone-brealdng is a good test, and as such 
recommended by you ; and, if we could only get a few tools from the Board of 
Works, we could find plenty of employment. 

With the exception of last night, the fishermen have been very successful 
and fish is very cheap. 

The late Board said they could not find collectors, nor could a 3^. rate be 
collected (owing more, at the time, than a I 5 . 6 </. rate would produce). I 
find that, I may say, more than three-q^uarters of it is upon the immediate 
lessors, and one of the late ex-officio Guardians has tendered his services as a 
collector and is appointed. 

The principal difficulty is Castletown, since there is no one there you can 
act through, the district being divided into parties upon religion ; and I would 
strongly suggest the propriety of sending a paid officer to reside at that place. 
I cannot visit it more than once a fortnight, and am fully employed in my cor- 
respondence about the necessity of lan^ords finding work for the labouifing 
classes, whom they must otherwise feed ; and I consider, that unless the landlord 
shows that he has done his best and applied for money, it would be per- 
fectly useless to attempt to assist his unfortunate paupers, except by giving out- 
door relief, and levying rate upon rate upon the electoral division, forcing him 
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to exertion thereby. I am confident, if the landlords in this Union would only 
see their o\\m interest, they might increase the value of their properties from 
25 to 30 per cent., and at no expense to themselves. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Captain Gordon ; — Nommler 24, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your report of 
the 20th instant, relating to the Bantry Union ; and I am to express the 
Commissioners’ approval of the course which you have taken respecting tlie 
breaking of stones by paupers, presuming that this only applies to paupers in 
the workhouse. 

Your suggestion, as to the propriety of sending a paid officer to reside in 
Castletown, shall receive the consideration of the Commissioners. 



Captain Gordon to the Poor Law Commissioners : — November 24, 1847. 

Tee collectors all the past week have been prej)aring the rate-books, 
except for the divisions of East and West Durrus and Kilcrohane, since 
Mr. Emerson, who tendered, did not appear this day as he agreed to, and, 
consequently, the Vice-Guardians are without a collector for those divisions. 

I do not see any difficulty that cannot be got over to carry out the present 
Poor Law in this Union effectually, since there is so much room for repro- 
ductive employment for the able-bodied, who certainly are in a starving state 
in consequence of the late Guardians not having sti’uck the rate in time ; yet 
I hope and think all will go on well, since, where I can effectually afford relief, 
as I suggested to the British Association, I shall do so. 

Tenders were directed to be advertised for this day, for raising the wings 
of the sheds on each side of the infirmary, in order to find additional accom- 
modation ; but nothing can be done with respect to the house sanctioned for 
bedridden patients, until the rates come in. 

I explained fully to the relieving officers their several duties as such, and 
they got their application hooks for the out-door relief (to those entiRed), 
signed by the Vice-Guardians. 

On Thursday I proceeded to Castletown Berehaven, where the greatest 
difficulty presents itself ; not from the state of the law, but from the utter 
impossibility of finding parties (even if I had any command of money) suffi- 
ciently trustworthy, and in whojn I could place confidence, to distribute relief, 
with the exception of one or two gentlemen, who could not, from party feelings, 
attempt to undertake it with any hopes of success. 



‘ Skihhereen Union. 

Mr. Marshall, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 
November 6, 1847. 



I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, that I attended a meeting of the Board of Guardians for the 
Skibbereen Union on Thursday, the 4th instant. The greater part of the day 
was taken up in examining the books of the relieving officers. Several of the 
Guai’dians could not remain for the general business of the Union, and left the 
meeting. A resolution has been, however, passed that the Guardians meet two 
days in each week in future : on Tuesday, for the purpose of admitting paupers 
and examining the books, &c. of the relieving officers; and on Friday, to trans- 
act the general business of the Union, — by which arrangement more attention 
will he given to each. 

A resolution was put and carried late in the evening, “ Tliat the Commissionere 
be applied to for an order to give out-door relief to the able-bodied persons.” 

^ 2G2 
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Skibber^Union. however, suggested that those at present in the workhouse who came 
within the three classes at present eligible for out-door relief should be dis- 
charged, and receive relief each in their own electoral division through the 
relieving officers ; besides those of this description in the house at present, there 
are a number of wives and their children whose husbands are outside. I, there- 
fore, appointed Monday next to inspect the house, and obtain the aid of some 
of the Guardians to make as much room as possible for testing the able-bodied 
paupers ; and that the relieving officers should not send paupei-s to the work- 
house who came within the three classes, but reserve all the room possible for 
the able-bodied. If this be strictly adhered to. there would not be a necessity 
to resort to such a ruinous alternative of giving out-door relief to the able- 
bodied, at least for the present. 

Much inconvenience and hardship has arisen from the relieving officers giving 
tickets of admission to paupers at a considerable distance Irom the workhouse 
when there was no room. It is now arranged that no tickets be given without 
knowing whether there was accommodation in the house or not. 

The examination of the collectors’ books and accounts shall be particularly 
attended to. There is too much reason to think that the collectors are not 
using proper diligence in getting the rates from tliose able to pay. 

Wednesday next I have appointed for them to attend at the Board-room that 
I may see their books, and have the Commissioners’ general order of tlie 25th 
ultimo carried into effect. 

Much distress prevails in some parts of this Union, particularly in the 
western division ; tliere is little or no employment for the people. In Kilmoe, 
East and West Sluill, balances remained from the Committees under the 10th 
Vic., c. 7 ; and relief is afforded to a few of tire most destitute who caimot 
obtain admission to the workhouse. 

The sanatory state of the Union is on the whole good — few deaths, and very 
little fever ; but dysentery has rather been on the increase. 

I beg, in conclusion, to state that a vacancy lately occinrcd in the Guardians 
for West Skull by the resignation of J. H. S wanton, Esq[. It would be desirable 
to have another elected, for which an order is req^iiired from the Commissioners. 
There is a gentleman resident in the electoral division who would bo most de- 
sirable, and would be elected. There is a great want of resident Guardians in 
some places, as their co-operation and assistance would be of great service. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Marshall: — November 9, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your report of 
the 6th instant, relating lo Skibhereen Union, and I am to express the Com- 
missioners’ thanks for the information contained in your report, and to state 
that the Commissioners approve the course you liave adopted. 

An order will be issued without delay for the election of a Guardian, in room 
of Mr. S wanton, resigned. 



• Mr. Marshall, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law CoMirassioNERS : — 
November 17, 1847. 

For the information of the Commissioners for administering the Laws 
for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, I beg to report, that, with a view to afford 
as much room as possible in the workhouse, a scrutiny of the register has been 
made, and a number of those in the three classes, to whom out-door relief at 
prt^ent can be given, have been discharged, and orders given to the several 
relieving officers to select the most destitute among the able-bodied for the 
workhouse, till more accommodation he provided. 

Complaints have been made that the relieving officers are not making up 
their lists, or affording relief to the three classes for out-door relief, vpith suffi- 
cient expedition, and that the lives of many are in danger from want of food. 
To remedy this, and assist the officers, I have solicited the aid of the local 
Guardians ; and have suggested that they should also obtain the aid of the 
clergy and three members of the Relief Committees, who acted under the 10th 
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Vic., cap. 7, for tlie pui’pose of making out a list of the destitute persons of the 
three classes in each townland, and furnish them to the relieving officers for his 
guidance and examination when visiting their houses, hut not in any way to 
interfere with him in the discharge of his duties ; and that the local Guardians 
and the committees examine the books, and make any report they may deem 
necessary to the Board at their next meeting. By this arrangement those re- 
q^uiring relief will obtain it without delay, and much imposition will be 
detected ; and it will, also, have the effect of creating a greater interest in the 
proper working of the Poor Law in each electoral division. 

The rate collectors attend at the Board-room each Wednesday, when their 
accounts and books are examined. Directions were given the last day of 
meeting to furnish a list of all rates for which landlords are liable, that pay- 
ment might be enibrced immediately. Large arrears are due upon lands in 
Cliaucery, particularly in East and West Skull, and upon which a most mise- 
rable description of tenants are ; and some means must be taken to obtain the 
rates. Lists have also been ordered of arrears ; and when these are furnished, 
other lists will be made by classes owing rates over certain sums. A revision 
of the rate-books is much wanting in some electoral divisions, as frec[uent dis- 
satisfaction is evinced by those who consider themselves aggrieved. 

In order to obtain as much information as possible of the state of the Union, 
I have directed that returns be made to me of the number in each hospital 
weekly ; and am, also, preparing books, in which each of the relieving officers 
will keep a registry of the deaths in each electoral division, showing the 
names and ages, and deaths from what cause, which they wiU lay before me 
each week. By this means I shall know the state of each district, as I had done 
under the Temporary Relief Act. 

A meeting of the Board, was held yesterday, the 16th November, at which 
the relieving officers attended to pass their accounts, &c. 

Much distress pi*evails in some electoral divisions ; but still I would not re- 
commend out-door relief to the able-bodied except as a last resource ; for, if 
once opened, it would be most difficult to keep it within bounds. 

A much greater zeal is evinced by the holders of land this season than last 
to prepare i’or future crops. Sea-weed and sand are collected for manure very 
generally ; and, in order to promote individual exertion, I have endeavoured, 
at every opportunity, to state to the farmers that they have nothing to expect 
in the way of aid in any shape ; that those not able to support themselves, and 
cultivate their land, should give up before it is too late, tliat otliers, who might 
he able to do so, should take it, and not have so much waste land as was the 
case last season. 

Our agi-iculturist has arrived here from the Royal Agricultural Society, to 
give instructions in a better system of cropping, by which the resources of the 
district may be increased. I shall afford him every assistance in my power, 
and, after he leaves, endeavour to stimulate the people to attend to his 
advice. 



The Poor Law Comissioners to Mr. Marshall, Inspector:— 
November 22, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have received your report of the 17th instant relating to the Skibbe- 
reen Union, and they have directed me to express their approval, under 
circumstances, of the course which you have adopted with a view to furnishing 
the relieving officers with information respecting the poor of their respective 
districts 

I am at the same time to state that the Commissioners consider that it wiU be 
desh'able that the relieving officers should be made to understand that they will 
not be relieved from the responsibility which attaches to their office by reliance 
upon the information furnished to them in the manner proposed; and the 
Commissioners require that the reports to the Board of Guarffians should give 
only the facts ascertained by the actual inquiries of the relieving officers ; and 
they consider that the old Relief Committees should not be permitted to inter- 
fere in that important part of those officers’ duties by making reports to the 
. Guardians. 

As regards the collection of the rates, and your observatiou as to the expe- 
diency of some means being adopted to obtain payment of the rates in cases 
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Skibbereen Union, where the property is under the Court of Chancery, I am to state for your 
information that, in November, 1845, a general order of tlie Court of Chancery 
was made that, in all cases in which the landlord (instead of tlio occupier) is 
rateable for holdings comprised in properties under the management of that 
Court, the receiver, guardian, committee, or sequestrator should pay the rate- 
and it would be well to draw the attention of the collectors to this order a 
copy of which will be found on page 16 of the “ Collectors’ Manual.” ’ 
The Commissioners are prepared to sanction the appointment of a revisor of 
tlie valuation, if the Guardians deem such an officer to be required ; but this 
cannot be permitted to delay the making of a rate, now necessary. 



Mr. MiRSHALL, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners 
November 18, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I attended a meeting of the Guardians 
this day, when Mr. Wilkinson was also here. It was resolved that under the 
present circumstances of the Union, no additional buildings be erected, but that 
accommodation be taken as convenient to the workhouse as possible, and that 
the children be placed in a separate place from the other paupers, •where they 
could attend school, and be more immediately under the cai*e of those in charo-e 
of them, by which much room for able-bodied persons will be obtained; and 
this shall be carried out as soon as possible. 

From the extent of destitution in some electoral divisions, it is found that the 
relieving officei-s camiot accomplish their duties with sufficient promptness ; and 
m order to remedy this, it was proposed that the Commissioners be applied to 
for liberty to appoint additional relieving officers in certain districts, for a 
period not exceeding three months, by which time the great pressure will be 
over with regard to examining into those cases which are eligible for out-door 
relief and for the workhouse, aud placing them on the lists. 

The sanction of the Commissioners has also been ax^plied for, to ibim Com- 
mittees m those electoral divisions, a certain distance from the Union work- 
house, similar to what I have already suggested, which would be of great ad- 
vantage m many respects. 

A notice was brought forward to propose a resolution on that day fortnight, 
that paid Guardians be appointed. The chairman, Mr. Somerville, who is 
most active, gave his decided opinion agaiust this, and stated that so soon as the 
business of the Union was got into a proper system, the present Guardians 
would be fully equal to carry out the law effectively, which I have no doubt tluiy 
wiU ; and when a proper example is shown, the rates will be more easily col- 
lected than if the Guardians relinquished their duties. In order to have the new 
rate of 3s. m course of collection, without delay, the collectors have been 
ordered to close their rate-books at once, and return a list of all arrears, and by 
wliorn due ; aud it is proposed tliey should (wJieu collecting the new rate) en- 
force the payment of the arrears in the fii'st instance, wliich will create less 
oissatistactiou among those who pay with regularity. 

There is a great difficulty in discharging those paupers who have been in the 
house for one or two years from want of clothes, as their own are not forth- 
commg ; and there are a number of this class. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Marshall, Inspector:— 
November 23, 1847. 

■o V c ^^+ 1 ^ <Rrected by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
.^iiei 01 the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 
18th instant, relatmg to the Skibbereen Union ; and I am to state that the 
Uomimssioners approve of the course adopted by the Board of Guardians for 
providing additional workliouse accommo^tion. 

I am at the same time to state, that the Commissioners have sanctioned the 
appointment of Committees for the districts situated more than six miles from 
tbe wor^ouse. The Commissioners have also sanctioned the employment of 
assistants to the relieving officers. 

appr°''e the proposal of the Guardians to enforce 
the collection of the arrears of rate from all who are able to pay ; and I am to 
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state, tliat it will be necessary that the collectors should proceed for the arrears Skibbereen Union, 
and for the new rate at the same time when admissible. 

With reference to the difficulty experienced by the Guardians in the dis- 
charge of paupers whose clothes are not forthcoming, I am to state, that where 
the clothes of persons whom it is proposed to' discharge cannot be found, the 
clothes of deceased inmates should be given to them ; or if such clothes are not 
available, they might be permitted to take the workhouse clothes which have 
been some time in wear. 



Mr. Marshall, Temporary Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners: — 
November 25, 1847. 

On Monday last, I visited Ballydehob, for the purpose of seeing the 
relieving officer there, and of assisting in the arrangements for affording relief to 
the poor in East Skull ; and I took the opportunity of attending a meeting held 
there on that day for the purpose of hearing instructions given by Mr. Moore, 
who has been sent to this district by the Royal Agi-icultural Society of Ireland, 
at which a number of farmers attended, to whom I stated the necessity of their 
using every exertion to cultivate the land, and cautioned them against expecting 
any relief or aid whatever this season, either in seed or any other assistance, but 
that they should rely solely upon their own exertions, and not leave tlie land 
waste, as was the case this year. 

Next day (Tuesday), I attended at Drumdaleague for the same purpose, in 
order that every assistance might be given in promoting a better system of 
cropping and increasing the resources of the district. 

Both meetings were well attended, and beneficial results, I anticipate, will 
follow. 

On Wednesday, I visited and inspected the workhouse, and also inspected the 
paupers when at dinner, that I might see the quality of food supplied, which 
was satisfactory. In the evening, with the master, I visited the house which 
has been taken and fitted up as sleeping apartments for boys from 12 to 18 
years of age, and found it well adapted for the purpose. 

I attended a meeting of the Board of Guardians this day, when a Committee 
was appointed to select and rent additional buildings, in order to afford increased 
accommodation for able-bodied paupers. 

It is also intended to rent a house in the suburbs of Skibbereen, in which 
the children can permanently remain and receive education, as in the work- 
house, by which arrangement more day-room will be had, so much wanting. 
In accordance with the sanction of the Commissionei*s, assistants to the relieving 
officers will be appointed on Tuesday next. 

A deputation from Skibbereen waited on the Board of Guardians with a 
memorial, urging the necessity of giving out-door reliel’ to able-bodied persons, 
and in which they charged me with having prevented the Commissioners com- 
plying with an application made lately to sanction out-door relief to that class ; 
but I explained my reasons for giving an opinion against it, and that every 
means should be adopted to provide additional workhouse accommodation 
before such a ruinous step be taken, and read extracts from my reports to 
show that every suggestion had been made to meet the difficulty and afford 
relief to the poor as promptly as possible, with which they appeared better 
satisfied, and the Guardians had anticipated their views in the resolutions passed 
this day. 

I took the liberty of stating the danger of making a false step, and the diffi- 
culty of retracing it, and that no out-door relief ought to be given to able-bodied 
persons unless the reality of the destitution is tested by a task of work previously 
performed. 

A discussion again arose as to the necessity of paid guardians ; but although 
some may resign, several have stated to me their determiaation to continue to 
act and carry out the law to the utmost. 

The collectors’ books have been ordered to be ready by this day week, that 
the 3tf. rate be put in collection. The Commissioners’ directions with regard 
to collecting the new rate with the arrears, shall be strictly adhered to. 

When Mr. Wilkinson was here last week I suggested to him the necessity of 
having the paupers admitted at some other part of the building than by the 
front door, as should fever or disease increi^e in the district, much danger would 
be incurred to the Guardians and those visiting the house by having the paupers- 
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Skibbereen Union, crowding about the entrance ; that sheds be erected, in which the paupers should 
• remain till called for admission. Mr. Wilkinson has promised to send me a 

plan to remedy this. 

Dysentery, in some localities, has been on the increase, but fever is not pre- 
valent. The greatest distress prevails among the able-bodied class, and the 
sooner some plan of affording them relief is carried out the better, as it 
would be impossible, even if workhouse accommodation could be had, for all 
the rates could not meet the expenditure, to meet the difficulty. 



North Dublin 
Union, 



North Dublin Union : — Out-door Heliof. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes : — August 13, 1847. 

At a meeting of the Guardians held on Friday, the 13th August, 1847, 
pursuant to adjournment, — 

Present in the Chair, The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor; other 
Guardians, Messrs. Rathbourne, Mallett, Doyle, Dunne, Thorp, Boland, Cal- 
laghan, Dodd, Rielly, Willis, M'Owen, Atkms, Mullen, Delaney, Nugent, 
Roper, Smyth, Captain Lindsay, Captain Wisdom, — 

Resolved, That it is the unanimous opinion of this Board that relief should 
be given to the able-bodied poor under the 2nd section of 10 Viet. c. 31, and 
that the Commissioners he req^uested to is.sue an order accordingly. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians : — August 16, 1847. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under their serious con- 
sideration a Resolution which was passed by the Board of Guardians of North 
Dublin Union, on the 13th instant, to the effect that it is the unanimous opinion 
of the Board that rehef should he given to the able-bodied poor under the 2nd 
section of the 10 Viet. c. 31, and that the Commissioners be req^ucsted to issue 
an order accordingly. 

In reference to that resolution the Commissioners desire to state tliat they 
are not satisfied by the evidence before them that such a necessity as was con- 
templated by the Act of Parliament now exists for issuing such an order. The 
Commissioners believe that the Guardians will, on inquiry, find that there is 
vacant room in the workhouses of the Union for 400 destitute pemons, and l)y 
reserving this accommodation for the relief of the able-bodied exclusively, and 
by granting out-door relief to impotent workhouse inmates, and to widows 
having two or more legitimate children, the Guardians will probably have at 
their command sufficient workhouse accommodation for all the able-bodied 
men in the Union who are really destitute. 

The Commissioners are aware that during the past week, under the Tempo- 
rary Rehef Act, there were above 20,000 persons on the relief lists in the elec- 
toral division of the North City alone, but as the whole po 2 )ulation of that 
division at the last census consisted only of 97,065 persons, the Commissioners 
entertain no doubt that imposition must have been successfully practised on a 
very extensive scale, and the relief lists will afford no accurate indication as to 
the degree of destitution which really exists in the Union. Besides, the decision 
to teiminate operations under the Temporary Relief Act on the 15th instant 
proceeded on the assumption that the present being the period of harvest, and 
there being notoriously a demand for labour in the country, the able-bodied 
men might at once be stnick off the relief lists, and be thrown upon their own 
resouixes. The reasonableness of this assumption is shown by the fact that a 
similar coui*se was adopted in South Dublin Union, without material difficulty, 
a fortnight ^o. If, however, the North Dublin Board of Guardians at this 
precise time commence a system of out-door relief to able-bodied men, a favour- 
able opportunity will be lost for breaking through habits of dependence which 
have been inevitably fostered by the relief administered in North Dublin Union 
during the last four months. 

In conclusion, the Commissioners have to express their conviction that it is 
^ly by the most energetic and resolute action at the present crisis that the 
Guardians will be able to withstand the tide of pauperism which threatens to 
overwhelm them. If a population of only 97,065 persons attempt to maintain 
above 20,000 of their own number as paupers, the burden on the rate-payei"s 
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will become almost insupportable, the well-being of the small shopkeepers will 
be materially affected, and no class will be more deeply injured than that of the 
honest independent labourer, the funds for whose remunerative employment 
will be diverted in many instances to the wasteful maintenance of the indolent 
and the false. The Commissioners rely therefore on the intelligence and 
activity of the North Dublin Board of Guardians for adopting such decisive 
measures as will prevent the necessity of granting out-door relief to able-bodied 
men in the Union at the present time. 



Oldcaaile Union : — Out-door Relief. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians: — 

October 19, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in 
Ireland, have had under consideration a resolution of the Board of Guardians 
of Oldcastle Union, of the 1 3th instant, recLuesting the Commissioners to issue 
an order authorizing the Guardians, under Section 2 of 10 Viet. c. 31, to give 
out-door relief to the able-bodied, together with a report from the Inspector, 
Mr. Flanagan, on the subject. 

The Commissioners at the same time observe from the return of inmates in 
the workhouse annexed to the Minutes, that out of the whole number, namely 
713, in the house on the 9tli instant, no less than 465 were children under 15 
years of age; and I am directed to call the fecial attention of the Guardians 
to the large preponderance of this class of inmates. 

The Commissioners rec[uest that the Guardians will cause a thorough and 
careful revision of the inmates to be made, with a view of procuring, if possible, 
further vacancies in the house, and especially of ascertaining whether there are 
any children in the workhouse whose parents are not in it, or are in employ- 
ment outside of the workhouse, and able to support such children. The admis- 
sion of children without their parents, who are bound to maintain them, is not 
only at variance with the provisions oi' the Irish Poor Relief Acts, but is liable 
to great abuse ; and the Commissioners strongly recommend the Guardians to 
scrutinize the cases in the workhouse, with a view to remove children whose 
parents are outside, and ableto maintain them ; and also to reduce the number 
of other classes, so as to make the accommodation in the workhouse as available 
as possible for the able-bodied. 

Mr. Flanagan reports that the Guardians have made exertions to procure a 
lit place to remove the children to, and the Commissioners consider such an 
arrangement, one which it is most desirable to adopt ; and they request to be 
informed whether the inquiries of the Guardians for such accommodation have 
extended to the whole Union, or whether they have been confined to the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of the workhouse. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians : — 

October 26, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in 
Ireland, having considered the present circumstances of the Oldcastle Union, 
as represented in the Minutes of the Board of Guai'dians of the 13th and 20th 
instant respectively, have determined to issue an order under their seal, em- 
powering the Guardians to relieve out of the workhouse certain classes of 
destitute persons for a period of two months from the date of the order, which 
shall be sent to the Guardians by to-morrow’s post. 

The classes in question are those suggested in the Minutes of the Guardians 
of the 20th instant, excepting that the Commissioners have substituted for the 
class of “ women whose husbands are abroad and not lately heard of” another 
class whose claims they think superior, namely that of “ destitute poor persons, 
being orphan children.” The Commissioners rely confidently on the assurance 
of the Guardians, that in administering these extended powers they will apply 

2H 



North Dublin 
Union. 



Oldcastle Union. 
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Oldcastle Union, the workhouse test as far as possible, and they recommend to the Guardians the 
utmost care and discrimination, and the most diligent attention to the reports of 
their officer when they proceed to select the objects for out-door relief under 
this order. 

The Commissioners think that the Guai’diaus have not acted legally or dis- 
creetly in permitting relief out of the workhouse to be afforded to classes not 
designated in the 1st Section of the Extension Act, in anticipation of an order 
imder the 2nd Section ; and they trust that the Guardians, will, on every future 
occasion, however urgent, be careful to observe the exact limits of the law. 



Ordeu authorizing Oot-Door Relief to certain Classes. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the Oldcastle Union; to the clerk or 
clerks to the justices of the petty sessions, held ibr the division or 
divisions in which the townlands and places comprised within the said 
Union are situated, and to all others whom it may concern. 

Whereas it has been shown to our satisfaction that, by reason of the want 
of room in the workhouse of the Oldcastle Union, adequate relief cannot be 
afforded to dt^titnte poor persons, being widows with one child dependent on 
them respectively, or to destitute poor persons, being orphan children, or to 
destitiite poor persons, being able-bodied men, one or more members of 'whose 
families, dependent on them for support, are affected by severe sickness or 
serious accident : 

Now therefore, we, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, do hereby authorize and empower the Guardians 
of the said Union, for the period of two months from the date of this order, to 
administer relief out of the workhouse, in food, to such destitute persons as 
aforesaid, being widows vrith one child dependent on them respectively, or 
being orjihan children, or being able-bodied men, one or more members of 
whose families, dependent on them for support, are affected by severe sickness 
or serious accident. 

Sealed with our seal, this twenty-seventh day of October, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven. 

(^- ®-) (Signed) E. T. B. Twisleton. 

(Countersigned) W. Stanley, Secretary. 



Extract from Guarduns’ Minutes; — Nove^nber 10, 1847. 

That, notwithstanding the utmost exertion on the part of the Board, 
to make the workhouse test as available as possible for the able-bodied poor, 
there are at present nearly 1000 names on the lielief Lists for whom no accom- 
modation can be afforded, and several hundreds of able-bodied poor standing at 
the gate for whom no employment can be had, and that the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners he requested immediately to issue their orders authorising the Board to 
give out-door relief to the able-bodied poor of this Union. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Clerk to the Guardians; — 
November 16, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, have had imder their consideration a resolution of the Board of 
Guardians of the Oldcastle Union, on the 10th instant, requesting the Com- 
missioners to issue an order for out-door relief to able-bodied paupers in the 
Union, under the 2nd section of the 10th Viet, cap. 3 1 ; and I am to state that, 
in compliance with the Guardians’ request, and under the circumstances repre- 
sented by them, the Commissioners have issued an order for that purpose (a 
copy of which is herewith enclosed). 
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Further Order authorizing Out-Door Relief. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the Oldcastle Union ; to the clerk and 
other of&cers of the said Union, and to all other persons •whom it may 
concern. 

Whereas it has been sho'wn to our satisfaction that, by reason of the want 
of room in the workhouse of the said Union, adequate relief cannot be afforded 
therein to destitute poor persons not being persons permanently disabled, or 
destitute poor persons disabled by sickness or accident, or destitute poqr widows 
having t-wo or more legitimate children dependent on them, and it is expedient 
to authorize and empower the Guardians of the said Union to administer relief 
out of the workhouse to such destitute poor persons, for a limited time, as here- 
inafter mentioned. 

Now therefore, we, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, do hereby authorize and empower the said 
Guardians to administer relief out of the workhouse, in food, to destitute poor 
persons not being persons permanently disabled from labour by reason of old 
age, infirmity, or bodily or mental defect, and not being persons disabled from 
labour by reason of severe sickness or serious accident, and thereby deprived of 
the means of earning a subsistence for themselves and their families, whom 
they are liable by law to maintain, and not being poor widows having two or 
more legitimate children dependent on them, for two months next ensuing 
after the date of this order. 

And we do hereby make the following rules and regulations as to the 
granting, ordering, and giving of relief to all persons who shall be relieved by 
the said Guardians, under the authority of this order, that is to say : — 

1. Every person relieved under the authority of this order shall be 
relieved in food only, and such ibod shall, as far as is practicable, be 
cooked food. 

2. Every able-bodied male person relieved under the authority of this 
order shall, so far as is practicable, be set to perform a task of work 
during eight hours at least of every day for which he receives such relief. 

3. No able-bodied person who shall be in employment, nor any part of 
his or her family, shall receive relief as a destitute person under the 
authority of this order. 

And for the more effectual administration of relief under this order, we do 
hereby authorize and direct the Guardians of the said Union to appoint so 
many relieving officers as shall be found sufficient, from time to time, to 
superintend the labour of such persons as shall be set to work, in pursuance of 
the regulations in this order contained, and otherwise to assist in the adminis- 
tration of relief under this order, as the Guardians, subject to our approval, 
shall direct. 

Sealed with our seal, this sixteenth day of November, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven. 

(L. S.) E. T. B. Twisleton. 

W. M. Somerville. 

T. N. Redington. 



Granard Union : — Out-door Relief. 

Mr. Flanagan, Inspector, to the Poor La'w Commissioners: — 
November 16, 1847- 

I THINK the time has arrived when it is necessary to issue an order, 
under the 2nd section of the 10th Victoria, chapter 31, for the administration 
of out-door relief in this Union. • • n 

The order which I would recommend is a limited one, such as was originally 
issued in the Oldcastle Union. 

The failure in the attem])t to procure the barracks in Granard ior workhouse 
accommodation has induced the necessity of this order. 

Granard, like the Oldcastle Union, does not comprise within ite boundaries 



Oldcastle Union. 



Granard Union. 
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Gmoard tTiuon. a^y large, 01* eveu moderately-sized town ; and hence there is an utter impossi- 
bility of procuring any extensive accommodation without the •workhouse pre- 
mises. Granard itself is a -n'l-etclied town, little better than a village, consisting 
of two streets only, principally of mud cabins, and yet the only place W’ithin 
the Union whicli is called a town. 

The applications upon the last Board day were most numcrou.s, and many of 
the applicants were persons who could not, under the 1st section, get out-door 
relief. The Guardians ordered out-door relief in a few cases, in which they 
were entitled to do so, under the provisions of that section, but that iailed to 
meet the full extent of the evil. 

There are, no doubt, very many in the workhouse at present, who, if a proper 
classification were made and lodgings could in any manner be procured for those 
out of it, would be proper objects, within the terms of the 1st section; but 
unfortunately the difficulty of providing lodgings for them is' very great. 

Advertisements were circulated hy the Guardians for this purpose, and some 
few offers were put in at an exorbitant price. The Board expect to procure one 
house only, which will not contain more than from 30 to 35 or 40, and to which 
they intend transferring the infirm old women. 

They are most anxious, by the erection of sheds and other like measures, to 
increase the amount of workhouse accommodation, being fully sensible of its 
importance as a test of destitution, and they are prepared to adopt every means 
in their power for erecting these. 

Meanwhile, the house is now thronged, containing nearly 200 more than it 
was originally calculated for, and numbers are pressing for admission who 
nau^ be refused all relief unless the Commissioners be pleased, in the exertion 
of their jwwcr, to issue a limited order (such as I have suggested) for out-door 
relief under the 2nd section. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians : 

November 20, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
m Ireland having received a report from their Inspector Mr. Flanagan, ropre- 
sentmg that the time has now arrived, when, under the iirescnt circumsiaiices 
01 the Uranard Union, the workhouse heiiig over full, and the Guardians not 
Having yet been able to procure additional workhouse accommodation, an order 
should be issued under Section 2 of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act, 
tiu Vic. c. 31.) for the administration of out-door relief to other classes than 
those specified m the 1st Section of that Ait, I am directed by the Commis- 
sionei-s to state, tnat they have resolved to issue such an order, a coiiy of which 
wall be transmitted to the Guardians by this post. 

The Guardians will observe that the relief authorized hy the order is limited 

t,ve?v t “/T? 7 dependent on thorn respcc- 

SJ’i * children whose parents are both dead, and to destitute able- 

“f"'J>“sf™il‘esoneor more members, dependent on them, are 
to accident; and the Commissioners desire 

1 “ Guardians the necessity of their administering relief to be 

SrLde^tcribe^^^ ^ I’™® “ 



Order authorizing Out-Door Relief to certain Classes. 

To the Ghiardians of the Poor of the Granard Union; to the clerk or 
clerks to the justices of the petty sessions, held for the division or 
mvisions in which the townlands and places comprised within the said 
Union are situated, and to all others whom it may concern. 

6" sho™ to our satisfaction that, by reason of the want of 
tn (locTt * of the Granard Union, adequate relief cannot be afforded 

being widows with one child dependent on them 
pool* persons, being children whose parents are both 
> 0 estitute poor persons, being able-bodied men, one or more members 
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of whose families, dependent on them for support, are affected by severe sick- 
ness or serious accident : 

Now therefore, we, the Comm^sioners for administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland, do hereby authorize and empower the Guardians of the 
said Union, for the period of two months from the date of this order, to 
administer relief out of the workhouse, in food, to such destitute persons as 
aforesaid, being widows with one child dependent on them respectively, or 
being children whose parents are both dead, or being able-bodied men, one or 
more members of whose families dependent on them for support, are affected 
by severe sickness or serious accident. 

Sealed with our seal, this nineteenth day of November, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven. 

(L. S.) (Signed) E. T. B. Twislston. 

(Countersigned) W. Stanley, Secretary. 



Cavan Union: — Dissolution of Board of Guardians. 

Mr. Barron, Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners ; — 
November 22, 1847. 

With reference to the death of Daniel Donohoe and Patrick M‘Evoy, I 
beg to report that I have made every inquiry on the subject. 

It appears that Daniel Donohoe came from Granard and requested relief 
from the medical officer of the Ballymacan dispensary, and that when in the 
very act of spealdng he fell down and expired. It does not appear that he 
solicited relief either from the relieving officer or at the workhouse. 

With respect to Patrick M‘Evoy, it appears that he and his family were in 
fever, and were supported by the neighbours ; and it does not seem that he 
applied for relief either to the Relieving Officer or the Guardians. 

The jury in both cases returned a verdict that they died from destitution. I 
aiclose copies of the depositions. 



Enclosures. 

Couruy of Cavan,'! Depositions taken before me at Leebary Wood, parish of Lernsiierlongh, 
to vnt. \ the 26th day of October, 1847, on view of the body of Pat Mailin, alias 

Patrick M'Evoy, then and there lying dead. 

No. 1. 

Kitty Boylan, of Leehary, deposeth — that. I am a nurse tender. I have known deceased’s 
mother, a widow, for some years, a native of this town. I visited her and her two small children 
for some weeks, lying in a hut verging Leehary Wood. I saw deceased alive the morning 
of the 24tli, aiidhismolliev and brother lying in the hut. He complained of a bowel complahit. 
They all complained of being very weak. Tiie evening of that day Biddy Tummius told me 
that he was dead. On going there found it so, with some old covering over him ; no food near 
them, except two heads of cabbage. Deceasetl left Sureen Fever Hospital some months ago. 
I washed the body on die morning of the 25th. ^ 

Kitty x Boylan, 



Biddy Tummins deposeth— that I live about 20 perches from the hut. Deceased came to our 
house the 23rd, asking for some salt and meal for his mother. I gave a little to him. He 
died the evening of the 24th. 



No. 3. 



Biddy x Tummins, 



Owen Mulvany, of Lathnadronagh, deposeth— that I live 50 perches from the hut. Deceased 
visited my house repeatedly, seeking food. He told me some days ago that he and liis mother 
were starving for want of food. We gave them something each time, except on one occasion. 



Owen Mulvany. 



No. 4. 



George Nixon, of Ballyjamesduffi surgeon, deposeth— that I have examined the body of 
deceased. Much emaciated ; aged about eight years. No external marks of violence. Con- 
siderable decomposition. Pie was convalescent from typhus. I am of opinion that death was 
accelerated from want of sufficient nutriment, and exposure to the atmosphere. I am of opinion 
that the mother and brother will share the same fate except some rebel be given th^. 

George Nixon, Surgeon. 



Granard Union. 



Cavan Union- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Cavan Unicm. 



222 PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 

Verdict, 

Deceased, Pat Malliu, was in a convalescent state with his mother and brother in a hut in 
Leehary wood, from typhus fever, and that lie was found dead the 24th October, 1847, and 
that he died from a want of sufficient nuti'iment. We are of opinion that the remainder of the 
family will share the same fateexcept some relief be given them. We cannot separate without 
expressing our opinion that there are several families in the same locality similarly circum- 
stanced. 

Jonu Macfadin, Coroner . 

County of Cavan,! Depositions taken before me at Ballymacuo Dispensary, October 3lst 
to loit. /l847, on view of the body of Daniel Donohoe, then and there lying dead. * 
Wm. Myles, surgeon, being duly sworn, saith, — On October 30th dcceasetl came to Bally- 
macue Dispensary, where witness attends as a medical man. Deceased asked if witness was 
the doctor, who answered yes. Witness found him labouring under fever and great debility. 
He gave him some stimulants, and in less than ten minutes after he died in the Dispensary. 
Is of opinion that he came to his death from want and destitution. 

Wm. Myles, Surgeon. 

The finding of the jury was, that " Deceased came to his death from want and destitution.” 

Thos. Berry, Cen'oner. 



Mr. Barron, Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners : — 
November 27, 1847. 

I HAVE to report that I attended this Board on Tuesday, when I brought 
under their consideration, in consequence of the crowded state of the workhouse, 
the actual necessity of giving out>door relief, under the 1st section of 10 Viet* 
cap. 31. The Guardians admitted the necessity, but stated that they had no 
funds for that purpose, as they had entered a resolution on their Minutes, that 
the amount due to the contractor, Mr. Reilly, amounting to over' 600/., should, 
in the first instance, be paid out of the rates collected, and that the treastirer had 
received a notice to this effect. I tiien pressed upon the Guardians the expe- 
diency of their raising funds from their treasurer on their personal security, as 
he was willing to give them an advance on these conditions, which could be 
afterwards paid from the amount of rate collected; but to this pro])osition they 
would not consent, although I informed them that already two or three deaths 
had occurred in their Union from actual starvation, for wliieh they were, in a 
great measure, responsible, as they had neglected their duties us Guardians, which 
they did not deny. 

The new rate was struck on the 12th October, and no steps have since I)een 
taken to put it in course of collection. The relieving officers were a))pointL’d, 
and sanctioned by the Commissioners, and their securities wei’e peiffected ; but no 
steps were taken by the Guardians, to enable them to enter upon their duties ; 
they were furnished with their jirinted Instructions, but they never received 
their Relief Books, nor a copy of the Act. And although the depots ^vere 
appointed long since, at my recommendation, no houses have been taken for the 
Relieving Officers. 

A spirit of the utmost apathy and indifference appears to exist at this Board, 
which IS really lamentable. About 150 persons applied for admission into the 
workhouse, and there being no room, the master was directed to give them their 
dinner, and to discharge them. 

Finding all my efforts to induce the Guardians to obtain funds, and commence 
at once to relieve the wretched objects who presented themselves as recipients for 
T? r ^ Relieving Officers should be furnished with the 

Reliei Books, and a copy of the Act, which was done, in order that they might 
receive applications for relief in their different districts, and in order tliat their 
list might be submitted to the Board of Guardians at their next meeting, when 
Mnie arrangement might be made to obtain funds. I likewise instructed the 
Relieving Officers to hire a room for a week, to receive applications for relief, 
until the Gua^ians had an opportunity of hiring bouses for that object, and 
requested the Guardians to attend on next Board day, with a view of, at once, 
giving the reqiiired relief. 

1 directed the clerk to add the arrear (since, altliough it is considerable, there 
appears to be no other alternative) to the new rate, in order that the books may 
be signed at once by the Guardians, and the rate put in course of collection. 

It would appear that, among other neglect of duty, the collectors have not had 
their accounts regularly checked. 
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Such is the state of this unfortunate and truly neglected Union. Medical 
officers and contractors are readily voted, compensation tor losses and increase of 
duty, udiilst the people are dying from destitution ; and the Union is in a state of 
bankruptcy, witn. no credit whatever even with their treasurer, who would not 
make any advances, liowever small, except on the personal security of the Guar- 
dians themselves. I have not had the honour of meeting the noble lord, tlie chair- 
man of this Board, since I took charge of this Union, and the whole system seems 
to be one of the utmost mismanagement. 

A very strong feeling seems to prevail at the Board as to tlie necessity of having 
paid Guardians, and I apprehend, until the Commissioners adopt this course, the 
affairs of the Union will never be in a wholesome state. 

Mr. Kilhic, the gentleman who proposed the rate of the 3s. in the pound, 
according to the Treasury Minute of the 4tb September last, is most anxious and 
active to induce the Board to do its duty, and he has given me most valuable 
assistance. He has promised to aid me in all my endeavours to bring this Board 
to a sense of their duty, and to establish something like system in their proceed- 
ings. No exertion shall be wanted on my part to induce the Guardians to act as 
they ought to do ; and with that view I intend to attend the Board again on 
Tuesday. 

I regret to announce the death of Catherine M'Evoy, the widow of P. M'Evoy, 
from actual want, I have since received the depositions taken by the coroner, 
which I now forward. It appears that the screams of the unfortunate woman 
were heard at a very considerable distance, and no one would go near her until 
death put an end to her sufferings. I have made the necessary inquiries, and it 
is stated that she made no application whatever for relief to the proper authorities. 
The Guardian of the electoral division, Mr. Sheridan, has, I am informed, sent 
this poor woman’s only child to the workhouse at Cavan. The coroner tells me 
that much distress prevails in this district. The property of the principal land- 
lord is in. the Court of Chancery, and there are no resident gentry there. 

The Commissioners have only one course, to call upon the Guardians of the 
Cavan Union to perform their duty as Guardians of the poor, and if they do not 
do so at once to dissolve the Board. 

Depositions referred to in foregoing Report. 

County of Cavan, I Depositions taken before me at Leohary Wood, the 25th day of No* 
to xoit. Jvember, 1847, on view of the body of Catherine Mulliu alias M'Evoy, then 
and there lying dead. 

No. 1. 

Dafney Hart, of Leehary, deposeth — that I have known deceased a widow for many years. 
She was compelled to take a shelter, with her two children, in a hut adjoining Leehary wood 
several months ago, after leaving a fever hospital at Irwin four miles distant, being able to 
walk that distance, to where she assisted to erect the Init composed of branches of trees. On 
the 23r<l I went to visit deceased, being in the habit of doing so ; found her just dying, and 
departed immediately. Very little covering over her. On inquiry from her son James, aged 
six yeaj-s, when did his mother speak to him, not since the moon was on the sky j and lie then 
inquired if I had any food for him, as there was not any there for him. I live 40 perches from 
the hut. She was in the habit of screaming loud ; and on going there to inquire what was 
the matter, her constant cry was food ; and on several occasions she told me that she had not 
eaten anything for several days. I have known Nancy Boy Ian, Ellen Bold, and James Plunkett 
to visit tlie hut and leave her food. I am of opiniontbat she laboured under two disadvantages 
in making off life, namefr, her inability to go abroad; and secondly, her neighbours were 
afraid to go near her. I am of opinion that the quantity of nutriment supplied was not 
sufficient to support her and her son. The Rev. Heni-y Collins gave food when called upon. 
I washed her and bad her placed in a coffin, which was raised by subscription. I have attended 
her son since her death, who is a miserable object and in great need of food and care, which 
food I procured from the Rev. Henry Collins. ^ 

Dapnet X Hart. 

No. 2. 

Michael M'Evoy, of Leehary, deposeth — that from the distressed state of deceased and her 
son, I went to Peter Sheridan, the Poor Law Guardian, for the first time, and procured a 
ticket of admission from him on the 22nd, for their admission into the Cavan poor house ; 
before I could carry it into effect, deceased died on the 23rd. They got food repeatedly at 
tny home, but less latterly than formerly ; her eldest son Patrick died a month ago. 

ber 

Michael x M'Evot. 
maik. 
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No. 3. 

I live 100 perches from the hut. I heard her frequently scream 

her 

Mary x M'Mancs. 

No. 4. 

George Nixon, of Ballyjames Duff, surgeon, deposeth — I saw Catherine M'Evoy alias 
Mullin about a month since last alive, when I examined the body of her son, on whom an 
inquest was holden, and whose death had been accelerated from destitution and exposure to 
the severity of the weather. I have examined the body of Catherine Mullin, find no marks of 
violence ; the outer surface of the body bears evident marks of emaciatioit, and I am of opinion 
that her death was accelerated from want of sufficient nutriment, and exposure to the inclemency 
of the severe weather, having had no covering to the hut, save a few branches. I am of 
opinion that she had no inordinate appetite (which is a disease in itself), but that her craviiurs 
for food, as stated by the evidence, was the result of the want of a sufficient supply. 

I am also of opinion, if immediate relief is not afforded her surviving child, lie must imme- 
diately share the same fate of his mother and brother. 

George Nixon, Surgeon. ■ 

Verdict . — We find that Catherine Mullin (alias M'Evoy), aged 43 years, was found dead 
in a hut the 23rd of November, 18'17. We are of opinion that she died from want of sufficient 
nutriment and exposure to cold, and that her son, aged six years, will share the same fate, 
except some relief be given him immediately. 

John Maceadin, Coroner. 



Mary M'Mamis deposeth — 
for food. 



The PoorL.\w Commissioners to the Clerk of the Cavan Union : — 
Novemhi?t"20, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have had under their serious consitleration the various reports which 
have been made to them of the distress and destitution existing in the Ciivau 
Union, and which have lately been the subject of several communicivtions from 
the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

The Commissioners allude to certain i*epoi*ts made by constabulary officers to 
His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, of inquests held within the Union, and to 
letters received by them from the Rev. Mr. Collins, of the contents of all of 
which, the Guardians have already been informed. 

From the verdicts given by a coroner’s jury, in three inquests, it aiijicars that 
Patrick M'Evoy, Daniel Donohue, and Catharine M'Evoy, lost their lives after 
much suffering,^ from want and destitution, having previously received no relief 
from the Guai-dians of the Union, or dny of their officers, 

The cases of Catherine M'Evoy and her son deserve especial attention, from 
verdict given by the coroner’s jury at the imjuest held on 
P. M'Evoy, on the 26th October last, which not only stated that the boy died from 
want of sufficient nutriment, but that in the opinion of the jury, the mother 
and brother were likely, if not relieved, to share the same fate. 

Hts Exc^lency the Lord Lieutenant having forwarded this report of the con- 
stabulary officer to the Commissioners, they, on the 30th October, sent a copy of 
that report to the Board of Guardians, calling the attention of the Guardians to 
the statements made regarding the surviving members of the family referred to. 

1 ins letter apjiears to have been read at the meeting of the Guardians, on the 
nd November, but the minutes of that date, and the subsequent minutes of the 
Guardi^s, do not show that any steps were taken by the Guardians, or any of 
their officers, m reference to the distressed state of Catherine M'Evoy and her 
surviving child. ^ 

^ On the 27th instant, the Commissioners received from the Rev. Wm. Collins, 
m ormation of two inquests in his neighbourhood, in which similar verdicts have 
een given, one of them held on the body of Catherine M'Evoy, the poor woman 
relerred to, as likely to perish if unrelieved, in the verdict of ' the 26th October, 
and in her case the jury found that Catherine M'Evoy died on the 23rd November 
irom destitution, and want of sufficient nutriment, and exposure to cold. 

e harrowing details of this latter case are now before the Commissioners, in 
a copy or the depositions taken at the inquest, which the Commissioners have 
revived with a report from their Inspector, hlr. Barron. 

rom this evidence it appears that Catharine M'Evoy was a widow, and that 
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her two children were of the ages of eight and six years, respectively ; and there* 
fore there is no doubt that she and her two children were relievable out of the 
workhouse of the Union, under the 1st section of the Irish Poor Relief Exten- 
sion Act. 

The hut in which these poor persons died without relief, is situate in the 
Kilnaleek electoriil division, and the Conimissioners find that the appointment of 
the relieving officer for the district, including that division, was approved by them 
on the 23rd September last. 

With this stote of facts before them, the Commissioners have felt themselves 
bound to entertain the question whether the Guardians of the Cavan Union have 
discharged their duties according to the intention of the Acts in force for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, or whether on the other hand, through default of 
the Guardians, the duties of the Board of Guardians have, to use the words of the 
statute, not been effectually performed. 

The Commissioners ibrbear to dwell on the previous management of the affairs 
of the Union, which they regret to say they cannot consider has been at any time 
satisfactory. 

It is sufficient to say that on the 31st October last, the debts of the Guai-dians 
amounted to 4471/., and that of a rate made in December, 1846, amounting to 
somewhat more than 5700/., there remained uncollected 1535/. on the 22nd 
November inst. 

In a report which the Commissioners have this day received from the inspector, 
Mr. Barron, they find it stated that Mr. BaiTon attended the meeting of the Guar- 
dians on Tuesday last, and brought under their consideration, in consequence of the 
crowded state of the workhouse, the actual necessity of giving out-door relief 
under the first section of 10 Vic. cap. 31. The Guardians, Mr. Barron reports, 
admitted the necessity ; but stated that they had no funds for the purpose, as 
they had entered the resolution on their Minutes that the amount due to a con* 
traclor, Mr. Reilly, amounting to more than 600/., should, in the first instance, be 
paid out of the rates collected, and that the treasurer had received a notice to this 
effect. 

Mr. Barron further states, that a new rate was struck on the 12th Octolier, but 
that no steps have since been taken to put it in course of collection; that the 
Relieving Officers appointed by the Guardians, and approved by the Commis- 
sioners, have perfected their securities, hut no steps had been taken by the 
Guardians to enable them to enter on their duties ; that the Relieving Officers had 
received their printed Instruclions, but not their Relief Books, and that althougli 
the depots bad been fixed upon, no houses had yet been taken for the Relieving 
Officers for the purpose of dispensing relief. 

The Commissioners gather from Mr. Barron’s report, and from the other 
information now before them, that a feeling of apathy and indifference regarding 
the administration of relief exists at the Board ot Cavan Union, which leaves the 
Commissioners without hope or confidence in the future proceedings of the 
Guarrlinns ; and they, therefore, feel themselves called upon to exercise the power 
provided by statute to meet a contingency of this nature, and to dissolve the Boai'd 
of Guardians. 

An order to that effect, under the seal of the Commissioners, is enclosed here- 
with ; and that order \vill be immediately followed by an order appointing paid 
officers to carry into execution the provisions of the Acts -in force for the relief 
of the destitute poor in Ireland. 



htr. Baeron, Inspector, to the Poor Law Commissioners: — Decemher 1, 184/. 

I HAVE to report that I attended this. Board on yesterday, and after the 
Minutes of the last day’s proceedings had been read, Mr. Killiic proposed that the 
election of poor-rate collectors should be postponed until next day of meeting, in 
order that no unnecessary delay should take place, and to afford the Vice-Guardians 
an opportunity of expediting the collection of the rate, which passed unanimously. 
I then called upon the clerk to read the communication from the Commissioners, 
and the order of dissolution, which being done, a very general feeling of approba- 
tion was expressed by the late Board, at the course taken by the Commissioners, 
when the Guardians separated. 

As nearly all the contracts expired to day, or, I should say, yesterday, and 
fearing that inconvenience might arise until the arrival of the Vice-Guardians, I 
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amng€d ^vith the contractors to supply the workhouse as usual for a week at the 
contract price. 

I cannot close my report without stating, that had I received as much assistance 
from other members of the Board as I did from l\Ir. Kilhic, the gentleman who 
proposed the resolution relative to striking rates, in conformity to the Treasury 
Minute of the 4th Sepfemher, the Commissioners would not have been under the 
necessity of dissolving the Board. 



Messrs. Robinson and Bates, Vice-Guardians of Cavan Union, to the Poor 
Law Commissioners: — December 21, 1847. 

WEheg to forward, for the information of the Commissioners for adminis- 
tering the Poor Law in Ireland, our report of the general state of the Union on 
our arrival, and the measures taken by us for counteracting the existing evils. 

We found 1245 paupers in the house ; 171 cases of fever, and that 332 had 
died in the house within the last six months ; a debt of 4000/. and upu'ards, not- 
withstanding which large balances were allowed to remain in the collector’s 
hands ; no rate made, no new collectors appointed ; most of the relieving- officers 
named, but no houses taken as depots, or means adopted for giving out-door 
relief, though nearly one thousand families were on the relieving officers’ books 
entitled to out-door relief under the 1st section of 10 Victoria, cap. 31, and frequent 
deaths had occurred outside the house, which were pronounced by jurie.s to have 
been caused by starvation ; cheques to the amount of 1745/. had been drawn on 
the treasurer, without any funds in hand to meet them ; consequently the credit 
of the Guardians was destroyed, and the house -was only kept ojien at the mercy of 
a contractor, who was owed nearly 3000/. 

The children in the house were unemployed, vaccination was totally neglected, 
no contracts for it being in existence in the entire Union. Fever on the increjise, 
and the ventilation and sewerage of the house in such a bad state as to tend in a 
great measure to the prevalence of disease. 

Such was the lamentable condition of the Union ten days ago, on our arrivid 
here to discharge the duties of Vice-Guardians. 

It would ill become us to give our opinion as to the causes which led to such a 
state of affairs ; but we will, as briefly as possible, detail the several steps taken by 
us to remedy these evils, and also our general prospects. 

We took immediate and summary steps to enforce the balances remaining in the 
collertors hands; appointed new collectors, at a reduced poundage, with undoubted 
security, to collect the rate within two months, under a heavy penalty. 

^ We made a new rate,^ which we are happy to state is now in course of collec- 
tion, without any opposition as yet being made to the payment. 

We filled up the vacancies among the relieving officers; received tenders and 
approved of houses as depots, in the most central part of each district ; examined 
the relieving officers’ application books ; and at this moment 824 families (coming 
under the 1st section of 10 Victoria, cap. 31,) are receiving out-door relief, This 
was not done in any instance without the most minute inquiry into the merits of 
each case ; this list, however, will be greatly increased when the districts of Ballin- 
teniple and Killeshandra, to which relieving officers were this day appointed, come 
into operation. 

On our arrival we found we were not in a position to admit any fresh appli- 
cants into the house ; we were, therefore, unable to afford relief to the crowds of 
able-bodied who applied for it. We have, accordingly, taken two houses in the 
vicinity, each capable of containing 100 children; also a large store, and are fitting 
up^the latter for the purpose of removing to it 100 fever patients. This will 
enable us to make room for 300 in the poor-house, and thereby test that number 
ot able-bodied applicants. 

We regret to be obliged to state that the applications for relief by this class are 
mos m^erous. We discovered that an address was about to be presented to the 
andlorus and occupiers by the late Board of Guardians, entreating them to exert 
themselves, _ and give extraordinary employment to the able-bodied at this mo- 
mentous crisis. This address was approved of on the 23rd ultimo, and ordered to 

^epared before the meeting : die Board being meanwhile dissolved, pre- 
vea ;it bemg . carried into execution. W!e have, after mature deliberation, 
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directed tills address to be published and distributed through the Union, in the 
hope of promoting so laudable and desirable an object, without which no exertion 
of ours can keep down a ruinous taxation, or ward off the evil consequences 
attendant on out-door relief to the able-bodied poor. 

Since our arrival here we have been waited on by most of the resident gentry 
and clergy of both jiersuasions, all of whom hailed the appointment of Vice-Guar- 
dians with delight, informing us of their inability to cany out those extensive 
measures of relief, ]irovided by the late enactments, from the discordant materials 
of which the past Board was constituted, offering us their cordial co-operation, 
looking upon us as the only means of affording adequate relief to the wretched and 
suffering population of the district, and saving the property of the rate-payers from 
confiscation by a judicious administration of the funds of tlie Union. 

We have reason to know that fever is greatly on. the increase throughout the 
entire Union, and ive are making arrangements to establish a temporary fever 
hospital in the Ballinagh and Arvagh districts, having received communications 
from the Board of Health as to the necessity of doing so. 

We propose immediately adopting measures to carry into effect the intentions 
of the I^egislalure as regards vaccination. 

We intend employing master tradesmen, with a view of instructing the most 
deserving of the boys in useful trades, and keeping the clothing of the establish- 
ment in repair. 

We also have turned our serious attention to the revision of the valuation of the 
Union, which has lately cost 300/., and we recommend tliat, instead of that large 
outlay for one revision, an active, intelligent officer be employed for that purpose, 
at a small annual salary. 

You will perceive by this report that the affairs of the Union are beginning to 
present a more liealthy appearance. We have entirely restored credit, and are 
now receiving tenders, at a low rate, from respectable parties who unlillately held 
back; and we hope in about a week to pay off our liabilities, and pay for our 
supplies ill cash. 

We hope we have not trespassed too long upon the patience of the Commis- 
sioners, and that the measures we have adopted may meet with their approval. 

Enclosuke. 

Address of the Board of Guardians to Lan.do^oners and Farmey's of the Cavan Vnion. 

The Vicc-(iiiai‘cliaiis of the Cavan Union have observed by tlie Minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of the late Board of Guardians that they had under consideration ihe e-xpedienry of 
publishing an addre&s (similar to that of the Board of Guardians of tlie Bailieborougli Union), 
urging the landowners and farmers of' the Union to afford extraordinary employment to the 
able-bodied poor at this monienlous crisis. It appears that the subject was discussed and 
approved of at the Board held on the 23rd ultimo, and due notice was given that a form of 
addrtss would be adopted on the Tuesday following. A form of address was accordingly pre- 
pared, and left with the clerk, but the dissolution of the Board on that day prevented the furtlier 
consideration of the matter. The Vice-Guardians have duly considered Ihe whole subject, and 
have directed the address to bo published in the form proposed, in the hope of promoting the 
laudable object which the late Board bad in view. 

Hercoues G. R. Robinson,! , r - /-> j - „ 
Board-room, Cavan Union, Robert Bates, j 

December J7, 1847. 



The Board of Guardians of the Cavan Union have- received and perused with very great 
satisfaction a statement lately published by the Bailieborougli Board of Guardians, of which 
John Young, Esq., the Member of Parliament of the county, is Clhairman, and addressed to the 
landowners and farmers of that Union. This able statement contains matter relating exclu- 
sively to the Bailieborougli Union, and which consequently is not of so much general interest. 
But it also contains suggestions upon the. general subject of employment for the able-bodied 
poor, which are applicable to the greater part of Ireland ; and the Cavan Board of Guardians 
have thought it would be most advantageous to have these suggestions published and distributed 
through the Union. 

The Cavan Board of Guardians cannot hope to be able to add to the force of the arguments 
so ably slated in the document which they now publish ; but they think it right to say that at 
this calamitous moment' provisions most happily are not dear, and, consequently, that employ- 
ment amply afibrded would almost entirely relieve us from our present distress. Farmers are 
neither rich enough nor have they work enough to give extensive employment at tliis season of 
the year. River-drainage, undertaken by the Boai-d of Works, must, of course, be in a great 
measure suspended during the rainy weather now to be expected. Land-drainage seems tlie 
only branch of industry which can at present supply adequate employment, and for it almost 
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boutuiless facilittes are afforded, and on the most advantageous terms, by tlie Land Improvement 
Act, so opportunely passed by the Legislature. 

The Board of Guardians trust that it will not be considered that they are e.'cccecling their 
duty ill urging most earnestly and respectfully upon the landowners and wealthy farmers of the 
Union, the expediency of availing themselves of the means thus happily aftbrdcd by Par- 
liament. 

In so doing they only follow the example so laudably set at Bailieborough ; and they are 
themselves under the conviction that if the Act in question be extensively taken advantage of, 
effectual relief will speedily be afforded, particularly to the able-bodied poor and their families! 
The rate-payers will be saved from the heavy taxation now so much dreaded, and a most 
effectual step will be taken for tlie permanent and effectual improvement of the agriculture of 
the Union, which it is too notorious is at present in a very backward state. 



Extract from the Statement of the BaiUohorough Board of Guardians. 

“ The Bailieborough Board of Guardians cannot conceal from themselves and from the rate- 
payers that as the season advances, the pressure upon able-bodied labourei-s and their families, 
and upon the holders of small plots of land up to one, two, and even throe acres, will become' 
more and more severe. 'I'heproduct of gardens is failing, potatoes are very higli in price, meal 
and other provisions can only be obtained by purchase, while the wages earned at harvest are 
becoming rapidly exhausted, and the labourer has no means of recruiting his funds. 

“ On the lltn October the following resolution was adopted by the Guardians, viz., That 

tocli Guardian make diligent inquiry in his electoi’al division, and obluiii as accurate informa- 
tion as possible, of any steps that may be in progress for providing employment for the able- 
bodied labourers of the district, whether by the outlay of private capital or by taking advantage 
of the liberal terms on which Her Majesty’s Government has decided to advance money lor 
reproductive works, and that each Guardian make his report on this important subject this 
day week. ^ 



_ “ The Board regrets to say that these reports state that, except in ono electoral division, and 
in s^e few partial instances praiseworthy in themselves, but not of any considerable amount 
as affecting the question at issue, no steps have been taken ; and so far as can be ascertained 
none are in contemplation, either by landlords or farmers, to increase the. amount of employ- 
ment, and ward off the evil consequences of gratuitous out-door relief to the able-bodied. No 
outragwhave disgraced this densely-peopled Union, no plunder of property has taken place 
—no threats even have been uttered, and wherever employment has been offered, tlie offer has 
been cheerfully accepted. The labouring men of the Union are ready and willing to work for 
their own sustenance and that of their families, and to give fair and honest labour for such 
moderate wag(a as shall enable them to live at present prices, and rescue them from the pri- 
vations which tliey are prepared to submit to rather than enter the workhouse. The Guardians 
hope they may he excused for pressing this point on especial notice. Many a poor hard-working 
man will struggle to keep out of the workhouse, but what follows? The family must submit 
0 want, to scanty clothing, to insufficient food; half starved and weak they lose heart and 
nope, they cannot do justice to any employer, or undertake a hard day’s work if they be lucky 
enough to have one offered to them. They become the ready victims and sum propagators of 
xn ectious and other malignant disease ; and under such trying circumstances it is rather to be 
hoped than expected that human nature will endure and abstain from all evil. If no exertion 
be made, no additional employment, offered, how small will be the security of property against 
depredation— (or the peace of the country against starvation and discontent — and for the health 
e ; community against so many causes and incentives to disease as must exist when hundreds 
01 lamilies are struggling in so great hardships. 

“ state however of the Union leaves room for better hopes, and is most favourable to 
scal^^”"* experiment of employment by landlords on an extensive 

♦1, * number of landlords resident within this Union is very small: still it is 

1 u circumstances are fairly brought under their notice, even the most 

habitual absentees, those least, acquainted with their possessions or the state of their tenantry, 
will see How much it is for their own interests to lay out a moderate sum in reproductive work 
at the present moment. ^ 

" j here IS not a townland in this Union on which a sum of at least 50 ?. might not be 
imestea, with an assured prospect of an ample and speedy profit, in thorough drains, sub- 
channels through marshy spots or for impeded streams. Again, it is 
1 over the Union many instances of farmers, some with 

i^ger holdings, others with not_ more than eight or ten acres, who by draining their land, 
^ adopting a pmper rotation of crops, have placed themselves in a 

Pp ° cqmloit and solvency — comfort and solvency maintained even under the adversities 
ottne last disastrous twelve months. There is no reason why, with diligence and exertion on 
ms own part, and reasonable encouragement on that of his landlord, every occupier of five Irish 

^ Union should not place himself in the same position. But the first step 

le ® j all future and permanent improvement — is thorough draining, which 

urn ^ costly an undertaking that few tenants are able to encounter it, and still fewer 

wouia care to do so, unless amply secured by a lease or definite agreement. Thorough draining, 
wnere not undertaken by joint arrangement or co-operation, would seem, from the largo outli' 
r^uires, an t e lasting benefit it confere on the soil, to fall properly on the landlord ; and 
I ‘ oppressive rate, of driving the wolf 

from the doors of the peasantry, and of adding new and permanent fertility to hU estate. 
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The pressinff evil is want of employment. No method for affording it is more obvious’ 
none better suited to the labourers of the Union, than draining. The land requires it ■, Govern- 
ment offers the money to do it on easy and liberal terms; and the able-bodied men only desire 
employment as wages, and, in every instance where it has been given to them, have exerted 
themselves cheerfully and honestly. 

“ Many tenants are anxious for the improvement of their farms, and would readily bind them- 
selves to bear their share in file repa yment of the money laid out ; in such cases tlie landlord or 
his agent might easily make arrangements satisfactory to himself and his tenants. 

“ Under these circumstances, and knowing they have done and are doing all in their power 
to meet the emergency, and give effect to the main provisions of the extended Poor Law, the 
Guardians feel themselves justified in calling upon all who have a due estimate of the duties of 
property to aid them in their efforts, and by providing additional employment for those who are 
able and willing to work, to convert, as, indeed, they have the power of doing, the pressure and 
apprehensions of the present moment into lasting advantage and security to all classes. 

“ The end is one of no difficult attainment, if the landlord, and rich farmers, or even half of 
them, come forward. The outlay need not be to any overwhelming amount, and ifjudiciously 
made is certain to be reproductive. 

“This view is stated with much diffidence, but it is prompted by necessity. The 
Guardians see no other mode than that mentioned of extricating the Union from great pressure, 
from perhaps ruin. Tliey hope committees will be formed and meetings held in every electoral 
division, to discuss the subject and make practical arrangements. Their opinion as to the 
necessity of this course is unanimous, and no time should be lost. It may be thought the 
Guardians exceed their functions in thus offering counsel. If so, they apologize fork; their 
advice is humbly tendered in the absence of other and perhaps wiser suggestions. Still they 
are persuaded the course they indicate may be safely taken; it requires a little exertion, calls 
for no sacrifice, but, on the contrary, must, if experience be any guide, result in gain to all. 
If the landlords and richer farmei-s choose, they can employ the able-bodied, keep down the 
rates, secure the peace of the Union, check the progress of disease, and rescue hundreds from 
misery, degradation, and sin. If they do not choose to exert themselves, the picture will be 
reversed; the taxation on the rate-payers will be ruinous, the demoralization of the labourer 
complete. Amidst suffering, discontent, and turbulence, what remains of property after the 
rates are paid, will be scarce safe from outrage, when life and health will suffer from contagious 
disease. In either case, whatever be the result, let those in whose hands, under Providence, 
the balance rests, recollect they have received timely warning from those on whom lias devolved 
the task — the no light or easy task — of administering the relief provided by the law for the 
destitute, and let them as they will, improve or reject the opportunity ; but according to tlieir 
own decision now, lot them hereafter congratulate themselves on having acted upon and profited 
by the warning, or let them blame themselves and none else for having neglected it, and with 
it their own best interest as well as bounden duty.” 



Molilll Union. 

Tlie Poor Law Commissioners to the Clerk of Mohill Union: — 

JDecember 8, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have had under their serious consideration their recent correspondence 
with the Guardians of Mohill Union, the reports of their Inspector, Mr. Flanagan, 
the repox*ts of their temporary Inspector, Major Haliday, and other documents 
exhibiting the disastrous and disorganized state in which the Union is at present 
placed, chiefly in respect of its financial embarrassments, and of the deplorable 
state of destitution oi the labouring classes in the Union. 

Major Haliday, in his last report, received by the Commissioners on the 4th 
instant, represents the extreme difficulty with which a sufficient attendance of 
Guardians to transact business is obtained at the weekly meeting of the Board. 

He further reports, that sufficient funds not having been obtained by the col- 
lector of rates, the Guardians adopted no steps to enable the Relieving Officers 
to give either medical or any other assistance to those whom they were unable to 
admit into the workhouse, nor to procure additional accommodation, or to support 
the Fever Hospital lately managed under the control of the Board of Health. 

Major Haliday further reports, that on his inspection of the workhouse this 
week he found no improvement ; that the yards remained filthy and offensive ; 
many of the doors and locks insecure ; much glass broken ; a large proportion oi 
the inmates in rags, the master having no sufficient supply of workhouse clothing 
for them, nor materials to make them up ; the schools all but useless from the 
want of proper hooks, paper, j)ens, or ink ; and the hospital full of dysentery and 
fever. 

■With respect to the future attendance of the Guardians at the Board, Major 
Haliday’s report holds out to the Commissioners no propect of any improvement 



Cavan Union. 



Mohill Union. 
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Mohili Union, in. this respect. It seems probiible, on tKe contrary, that a sufficient attendance to 
transact business will with much difficulty be procured hereafter, inasmuch as tlie 
noble Lord, the hitherto indei’atigable and assiduous chairman of the Board, has 
ceased, for the present, to reside in the Union. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners feel that tliey are imperatively 
called upon to exercise their powers under the 18th section of the Irish Poor 
Relief Extension Act, and to make extraordinary jirovision for tlie future manage* 
merit of the Mobill Union, by dissolving the Board of Guardians, and a[>poiniing 
paid officers to caa*y into execution in that Union the provisions of the Act in 
force for the relief of the destitute poor in Ireland. 

An order to that effect, under seal of the Commissioners, is accordingly enclosed 
herewith, and will be shortly Ibllowed by an order containing the appointment of 
the paid officers. 



Report from Messrs. O’Reilly and Duncan, Vice-Guardians of Mohill Union, 
to the Poor Law Commissioners -.—Becemhei' 20, 1847. 

1. Having now completed a week since our being placed in charge, as 
Vice-Guardians of the Mohill Union, under the Poor Law Commissioners’ sealed 
orders of the 10th instant, we beg to submit the following report. 

2. Our first care, on assuming our duties, was directed to the workliouse, every 
department of which we found to be in a lamentably neglected and disorganized 
state. 

3. The number of inmates, it appeared, was greater than accommodation was 
originally provided for ; and, from laxity in admissions, many of the inmates were 
improper subjects of relief. 

4. The building we found most dilapidated, and fast advancing to ruin ; every- 
thing out of repair; the yards undrained, and filled, in common with the cesspools, 
hy accumulations of filth — a violation of all sanatory i*e(juirements : fever and 
dysentery prevailing throughout the house, every ward filthy to a ino.st noisome 
degree, and evolving offensive effluvia ; the paupers defectively clothed, and many 
of liiose recently admitted continuing in their own rags and impurity ; classification 
and separation set at nought ; a general absence of utensils and implements ; the 
dietary not adhered to, and the food given in a half-cooked staui — most inadetjuate, 
particularly for the sick ; the meals distributed through the medium of onc-sixth 
the mimber ol vessels required, and uproar and confusion, the stronger securing 
an over quantity to the privation of the weaker, and the breakfast not (xtinpletely 
dispensed until late in the evening ; no contracts existing, no stores of provisions 
to meet even the wants of a day; the able-bodied not employed, and without 
restraint or discipline; the destruction of all description of Union property pro- 
ceeding rapidly, many hundred pounds’ worth appearing to be missing ; the chil- 
dren in the schools receiving no education or industrial training, in other rosjjects 
their neglected state painfully exhibited by their diseased and emaciated aspect; 
no means for the proper treatment of the sick, the officers ignorant of their duties ; 
coffins unused in the interment of the dead. 

5. These are a few of the defects remarked by us stated briefly in general terms'. 
The whole machinery of the establishment appeared opposed, in every feature, to 
the original intention, and almost no rule in operation, laid down by the Commis- 
sioners’ orders and suggestions, or exercised in any well-regulated workhouse. 

t. doubt not that the continuance of such a state of’ tilings, for a very 

limited time longer, would have produced a crisis attended with consequences pos- 
sibly entirely destructive to the institution, and ffital to the dives of a mass of the 
inmates. 

7. The condition of the children, both in. school-rooms and iiurseiy, so 

deplorably neglected, aroused our deepest sympathy ; and we cannot disguise from 
ourselves the melancholy fact, that the great mortality of the past few months, 
amongst that class paiticularly, might be attributable to causes arising from this 
neglect. i ; c e 

8. The officers (whose capabilities for eventually managing the house we have 
not yet been able to form a decided opinion on) attribute this great derilection of 
duty to the circumstance of their being left uncontrolled by the Board of Guar- 
dians, who, i'or a lengihened period, were not acquainted by personal examination 
with the irants of the house, no visiting or other Committee having acted, we are 
informed, for months. 
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9. The conduct of the officers, which we consider to have been most culpable, 
receives, perhaps, a slight palliation from the cause adverted to, as we can easily 
understand the withdrawal of the countenance and control of the guardians, 
inducing laxity and carelessness ; again, the money appropriated to the purposes 
of the establishment was certainly extremely meagre, but still even this is not suf- 
ficient to account for the abuses in their enormity. 

10. Funds . — In this department we find tlie Union overwhelmed with debt, a 
sum of 2455/?. lOi'. 11c?. being due to contractors, &c. ; its credit gone, and law 
proceedings against the Guardians in process, with the inconsiderable sum of 42/, 
in the Treasurer’s hands, which would be little more than adequate to purchase 
one week’s supply of food for the establishment. This sum could not of course 
be drawn to meet the outlay required for other purposes, hut your timely attention 
to our application for a loan of 200/ has afforded us the means of carrying out our 
plans of improvement. 

11. Rates . — This subject demauded our special consideration. We found a 
large sum of tiie last rates made remaining uncollected. The arrangement for the 
collection of the rate appeared to us totally inadequate, it being impossible that 
Mr. O’Brien, the rate-collector of the whole Union, could bestow on so large an 
extent of country the direct and prompt exertions which would alone ensure success 
in his duty. 

12. The valuation of seven of the electoral divisions iias not yet been completed. 
The rate-books have been prepared of the six divisions in which it has been brought 
to a close, and it remains but to have the arrears of former rates introduced into 
them to place them in a position for signature. 

13. We might here advert to the most unsatisfactory and illegal manner in 
which former rates were prepared. Independently of the books not being filled up 
in many particulars, the amount of each rate carried into the Union ledger, was 
assumed from data generally incorrect, and was not really tlie total of the sums 
entered against the names of the rate-payers in each electoral division which it 
purports to be. 

14. Accounts . — The late clerk having left the accounts uncompleted, the pre- 
sent clerk has not introduced any entries into the ledger, which, therefore, contains 
no record of any of the transactions of the half-year ending the 29th September, 
1847. Many of the books prescribed by the Commissioners’ order have not been 
kept at all, and others partially and defectively. 

15. Out-door Relief . — We found that one relief district was, from the sub- 
sequent disqualification of the person originally appointed, without a relieving 
officer. No houses to be used as stores for small quantities of provisions and the 
issue of rations had yet been hired ; and in re<ility no means were in existence for the 
dispensation of out-door relief, although the workhouse was already overcrowded. 

16. We now proceed to detail tiie measures which we have considered it expe- 
dient to adopt as remedial to the state of affairs already described. 

17. The highly valuable assistance rendered to us by Major Halliday, who has 
been most assiduous in affording the benefit of his experience, and in supporting us 
by his advice, we cannot over-estimate 

18. We decided almost immediately, after taking chai-ge, on closing the work- 
house against further admissions, until contagion could be arrested, and discipline 
and order restored. To effect this, we proceeded to separate the infected from the 
healthy, and to appropriate to them a separate ward or ^vards, \vhich we accom- 
plished by assigning one of the unused dormitories in the attic of the male wing 
to this purpose, as subsidiary hospital accommodation. We converted the adjoining 
attic dormitory into a convalescent ward; the place where the convalescents were, the 
probationary wards, being most unsuited for them. 

19. We amended the dietary for the children and sick, and prepared a new 
dietary table, which will be submitted for your approval herewith. We succeeded, 
by perseverance, in restoring silence and order at meals, and even with the few 
vessels, &c., at command, to have the meals prepared earlier. We are getting the 
wards and dormitories thoroughly cleansed and whitewashed. The boys have 
been set to clean and level yard and dig grounds; and separation has been 
enforced, so far as the broken locks will permit, and all the paupers employed, so 
far as practicable. 

20. The repairs of the bouse, ventilation, &c., according to Mr. Wilkinson’s 
plan, we at once contracted for with proper persons, we think advantageously ; 
and where workmen could only he had in distant towns, we sent there for them. 
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We made eveiy effort to procure a person to undertake the cleanin<j of the ces- 
pools, both by advertisement and otherwise, but without success ; however, this 
week we hope to succeed in our object. 

By defining the duty of each officer, allocating a collateral responsibility to the 
well-behaved paupers in the respective wards, enabling the officers really to see 
their way, and clearing off the confusion which surrounded everything, givin^^ our 
snpi)ort and using our personal exertions, wc have succeeded in removing, in part, 
the depression and apathy which seemed to pervade the officials, and induced a 
comparative state of efficiency, it would appear for a long time unknown. 

The whole economy and government of the establishment has received our 
personal superintendence during the week, and by that, principally, lias energy 
and activity been aroused. ° 

We at once ordered a quantity of indispensable utensils and requisites generally 
inexpensive, also supplies of clothing and trifling articles of furniture ; and, with the 
small facilities for procuring such this place affords, we hope by the end of the 
week to have made considerable progress in introducing them into use. 

Our main object is to place the workhouse, with the least delay, in a state 
which will enable us to admit the able-bodied and other classes, however few in 
number. Our arrangements which enable us to clear the probationary wards 
entirely, will, we trust, place us in a position to receive at next meeting a few 
paupers of the classes adverted to, if necessary ; at all events, to permit our offering 
the test of the workhouse to applicants for out-door relief, whose destitution is at 
all questionable. 

Funds . — The sum of 47/. of rate has been lodged with the treasurer durino' the 
past week, which, with the timely accession to the finances of the 200/. lent by 
the Britisli Association, we hope to carry us through, u'ith the limited measures 
we must only undertake until the new rate becomes available. We are keeping 
off the creditors of the Union, who are urgent and threatening, as well as -we cai^ 
and some slight additional confidence seems to have arisen in tbeir minds from the 
alteration in the guardianship. 

Wliere a false impression, such as their believing we were entrusted with funds 
irom Government, has arisen, we have at once removed it, and made jiublic the 
inct that the solvency of the Union can he attained, as well as the relief of the 
destitute accomplished, only by the payment of the rates, and that tlui interest and 
the duty ol all classes should therefore be extended to our support in the collection 
01 the tax. 

Hates and Collections.— Wa at once required the attendance of 5Ir. O’Brien, 
the rate collector; his payments, so incommensurate to the state of the collection' 
(receipts last week amounting to 33/. 16^. 8c/., remaining uncollected, 1239/. 2s-, 2d . ) 
he attributes to the extent of his d^itrict, and the resistance offered to the payment 
stalm\Ti- obliged to perform his duty under protection of a party of con- 

He has not satisfactorily explained why he has alloived a balance of money to 
lemam m his hands. If such be the case, on next Thursday, it is propo.sed to have 
recourse to measures to compel him to account. 

We liave appointed Mr. O'Brien rate collector of three electoral dirisions for 
the fortlicoraing rate. Another collector, Mr. Spotten, has also been appointed 
lot two divisions, and we have advertised for collectors for the remaininK electoral 
drasions, proposals to be received up to Thursday next. 

Ihe terms we offer for the coUectors are, that they bind themselves to collect the 
rate lawfully recoverable within six months ; that they get a poundage of fees vary- 
ing from 9tf. 1o 2s. m the pound, a certain portion (defined by us) of which 
ey are to allow the ratepayers who make prompt payment; and that they com- 
mcnce their duties immediately on the rate being signed. We shall be most par- 
ticular on the important point of secunty. 

We are not without fears that we may fail in procuring a sufficient number of 
persons on the spot willing to collect the rates. Failing this, it is onr intention 
to apply tbrougli you for a sufficient number of men from the retired con- 
stabulary list lor the service, as has been done in other Unions. 

We propose signing the rate-books of six electoral divisions at next meeting, 
previous to which time the clerk will be busily engaged in introducing the arrears ; 
and ne most anxiously hope we may be able to procure collectors then for such 
M S ™ “TO'ons (fom- in number) not yet contracted for by Mr. O’Brien and 
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Until we get tlie new rate in collection, we cannot feel that our functions are in 
full exercise ; then we shall bring our whole capacities to bear on the furtherance 
of the important object in view. 

The clerk appears to have fully inti'oduced the new orders of the Commissioners 
for the examination of the rate collectors’ accounts, the proper continuance of 
which will receive our earnest attention. We have failed as yet in seeing the 
revising valuator ; his being out through the Union, we presume, is the cause of his 
not attending to our letters. He appears to have occupied much too long time in 
completing the work, in which celerity is such an object, and we propose obliging 
him to bring the revision at once to a close, so that the remaining rate-books may 
be speedily prepared and signed. 

We ourselves have effected a useful improvement in four of the rate-books 
already revised, by rating the immediate lessor by name, in no case hitherto done, 
and thus facilitating law proceedings to enforce from him the recovery of the rate. 
The collecting books are in course of preparation, and will, we hope, be ready in 
time to meet the signing of rates. 

Additional TVorkhouse Accommodation . — Our most zealous attention has been 
given to this most important consideration, replete with local difhculties. We 
could not be more deeply impressed with the importance of procuring increased 
space for fever patients and children ; in fact, our whole prospects for the suc- 
cessful administration of the law, next to funds, depend on this. If we could 
relieve the workhouse of infectious dkeases, and acquire the space now occupied by 
the children, we would not fear battling with the pressure of destitution during 
the coming season, without the interposition of the Commissioners order sanc- 
tioning relief to the able-bodied, a measure, however, appai'ently financially 
impracticable. 

We propose making every inquiry during the coming week, and exerting all the 
influence we can bring to bear towards our object, and we hope we may be even 
partially successful. 

We have not yet had an opportunity of making arrangements with i-egard to 
resuming the operation of the temporary fever hospital under the Reliel Committee. 

It will probably be our course to devote a small part of the 200/. loan to defray 
the cost of such patients as it may be necessary to admit^to this hospital. 

Out-door Relief . — In consequence of our determination to close the workhouse 
at present against further admissions, we decided on placing funds, to a limited 
extent, in the hands of the Relieving Officers, to relieve any cases of sudden or 
urgent necessity coming within the clauses contemplated in the Commissioners 
order, such as they have hitherto been in the habit of sending provisionally to the 
workhouse ; this plan wm consider will prevent any disastrous consequences occur- 
ring, from the step we felt ourselves necessitated to take in closing the house. 

41. Proposals are to be laid before us at next meeting for relieving-houses for 
the storing, cooking, and dispensing food, one to be assigned to each officer. The 
position of the houses with x-egard to the convenience of the district, and their 
suitability in other respects, will receive particular attention, and probably also 

our personal inspection. ' , t v -rn 

42. We have advertised for an officer for the district vacant by the disqualihca- 

tion of Mr. Keon. The capabilities of the person we appoint shall he rigidly 
examined. . . 

43. ’Die competency of the present Relieving Officers to perform their onerous 
and important duties shall receive our searching attention, and subsequei^ reports 
shall convey our conclusions, both with regard to them and the in-door officers. 

44. Some of the members of the late Board have visited us. _Mr. Uodby (one 

of the former ex-officio Guardians) kindly offered us every assistance which bis 
position as a magistrate could afford ; and it appeared to be his feelings, m common 
with others, that the administration of the Poor Law here being placed under 
control which would insure its receiving more time and attention, was a step 
absolutely necessary. . , , 

Although disposed to he guided by the most rigid economy, we think we do not 
violate that principle when we assert our fears that the rate of remuneration to 
the workhouse officers (beneath average) is too low to have men of the attainments 
necessary for the offices ; and to keep them in a state of efficiency they must feel 
their situations to be desirable, which can scarcely be expected m the officers oj 
the Mohill Union, at the rate of remuneration they receive. It appears to us that 
the late Guardians scarcely consulted the same principles of ecoMiny when 
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arranging tlie salaries of the Relieving Officers, when friends of tlieir own body 
were seeldng the offices ; of course we exclude from all imputations of jobbing 
many members of the Board, but who, we believe, formed a minority ; their 
assiduous and upright conduct we presume tended to save the establishment from 
its present embarrassment at a much earlier period. 

46. From the many discouraging circumstances connected with our arduous 
service, which from local and other causes are peculiarly weighty, it is almost 
impossilde for us to be very sanguine at present with regard to establishing the 
affairs of the Union on a satisfactory foundation ; but the Cimimissioners may feet 
assured that no effort on our pai-t shall be wanting, mid we arc fortunate in having 
the co-operation of such an officer as the Inspector, Major Ualiday. 

47. We shall duly comply with your instructions in funiisiiing a weekly report 
on the important points of our duty. 

P.S. The amended dietary table which we expected to have sent herewith, is 
now in possession of Ma,]or Haliday, for his consideration previous to its being 
submitted to you. It shall be forwarded by to-morrow’s post. 



Instructional Letter of the Commissioners to Boards of Guardians, as to 

the mode of Employing Able-bodied Paupers -where relieved out of liie Work- 

house. 

Poor haw Commission Office, JhcUin, 
SfRj December 24, 1847. 

The Commissioners for administej-ing the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 

Ireland desire me to call the especial attention of the Guardians of Union to 

that part of the order of the Commissioners, authorizing the Guardians to afford 
out-door relief to able-bodied persons in food, which requires that every able-bodied 
ruiile person so relieved shall iierform a task 'of work during eight hours at least 
of every day for -which he receives relief. 

The manner in which this important part of the order should be carried into 
effect, demands tiie immediate attention of the Guardians ; and the Commissioners 
now proceed to explain the result of their own experience on tiie subject. 

Most of the suggestions which have been made to the Commissioners have 
reference to the supposed advantage of obtaining productive labour in return for 
the relief afforded, and many of them involve the ]iroposal of employing the able- 
bodied apjdicants for relief in the cullivntiou of land ou the best terms which 
can be obtained by the Guardians from the parties occupying or owning such 
land. 

To every proposal of this nature the Commissioners consider objections to exist 
which are insurmountable, and they do not contemplate giving their approval to 
such proposals under any circumstances whatever. One obvious objection is, that 
such proceedings might interfere with the operations of the legislative measures 
expressly provided to facilitate the improvement of landed property in Ireland; 
under which measures labour will be employed and paid in the ordinary course, 
■without any disturbance of those relations which naturally subsist betw’een the 
employer and the employed, and wliich it is of the utmost consequence to maintain 
as far as possible undisturbed. 

Among the evil tendencies of a system which permits the recipients of relief to 
apply their labour to a profitable and productive employment on the property of 
private individuals, the following are perhaps the most prominent : — 

Firstly, Such a system tends to absorb the general stock of employment, and so 
to bring more labourers on the poor-rates. 

Secondly,' — It tends to lower the -market value of labour, to the great injury of 
the self-relying labourer; since the occupier of laud will not contract for the em- 
ployment of pauper instead of independent labour, unless he can obtain some 
advantage in the rate of wages. • 

Thirdly, It tends to spoil the industry and habits of the labourer, -who will not 
work with the same energy in return for relief, as when he has a bargain with a 
private employer to work for wages ; the continuance of his employment and the 
amount of his receipts depending in one case on his industry and the value of 
work, and in the other case on the necessities of himself and those dependent on 
him for support. 

There is no system of obtaining labour in return for relief from the poor-rates 
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which, is Avholly free from the above olyections. The desideratum therefore is the Circular Letter. ’ 
mode"of employment which is least open to objection; and this will be found, as ' 

the Commissioners believe, in any such employment as shall be least calculated to 
attract labourers to itself, and thus dvtuv them away I'rom the ordinary employ- 
ments by which, they have been accustomed to maintain themselves. 

With these views, the Commissioners recommend the Guardians to establish a 
system of breaking stones by measure as the most suitable employment for able- 
bodied males i-equiring relief. The advantages of stone-breaking are, that it is 
easy to superintend and regulate it as taslv-work; that the materials are generally 
available, the implements of labour few and simple, and, above all, that it is less 
eligible to the labourer than most other employments, provided that it be vigilantly 
superintended, and that a full day’s labour be rigorously exacted from each 
recipient of relief. 

The Commissioners are aware that such a system cannot be established through 
a large Union without expense, and without great and persevering exertion on the 
part of the Board of Guardians ; but, on the other hand, the widely-spread distress 
which, ou the representations of the Guardians themselves, has led to the issue of 
the order authorizing relief in food to the able bodied, presents the two alterna- 
tives either ot such a system as the one now laid down by the Commissioners, or 
of a system of rations unchecked by any test or condition. But the latter system, 
even when administered with the greatest care and under the best control, must 
involve a profuse expeuditure, demoralize the population, and by making them 
independent of their ordinary employment, diminish the productive resources of the 
country and accumulate causes of distress. 

In every electoral division, ther-elbre, in which the Guardians find it necessary to 
avail themselves of the power to give rations to the able bodied, it is their impera- 
tive duty, in discharge of the trust wiiich they have received from the rate-payers, 
to provide a rigid system of task-work, and to appoint a sufficient number of 
superintendents of lalrour under that branch of the order which authorizes them 
to appoint such officers. 

These appointments should Ire made, not permanently, like those of the regular 
relieving officers, but for such time only as their sei’vices may be required, at a 
w'eekly rate of wages of about 10^., for ^vhich amount tiiere is no doubt that trust- 
worthy and suitable persons, able to render accounts in writing, may be obtained. 

The Guardians will have to determine the amount of labour to be required from 
each applicant for relief, and the amount of rations to be given him in return by 
the superintendent of labour after the performance of the task. 

The ordinary Relieving Officers will present the cases to the Guardians and 
take their directions in eacli case. The result of tlie decisions of the Guardians 
may be communicated by the Relieving Officers to the superintendents of labour 
in the following duplicate form : — 



Names of Applicanls. 


Daily Task of Work. 


Rations. 


1 Names of Applicants. 


Rations. 













The right-hand portion of the sheet will be detached in slips by the superintend- 
ents, and delivered to the parties employed in the form of tickets, entitling them 
to receive their rations from the contractor, or from the person in charge of the 
depot, as the case may be. Where contractors can be found to take on them the 
distribution of the rations, it is obvious that some trouble and expense will be 
saved in respect of depfits of provisions and the payment of persons to take charge 
of them. In either case the tickets brought in will be the vouchers to the Guar- 
dians for the consumption of so much food. 

The Guardians probably expect from the Commissioners some principles to assist 
them in determining the tusk of work and the amount of rations in each case ; 
and the Commissioners will observe, in the first place, that it is not necessary that 
the amount of rations should bear any direct proportion to the task ; on tlie con- 
trary, the order itself requires that each recipient should give a full day’s work for 
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every day for which he receives rations ; and it is manifest that the amount of 
rations must depend on the number of persons who, besides himself, are 
dependent on him for support. 

The justice of this arrangement stands on the following basis : the food is given, 
not as the price of labour, but as the relief of destitution ; the lultour given in 
return is the condition of receiving that relief ; and if the necessities of the recipient 
and his family are wholly relieved, it is just that he should give in return the full 
value of his labour, whatever tliat may be. 

The Guardians, acting on the above principle, will have to determine the amount 
of daily labour which may fairly be claimed from an adult nnJe of average 
strength; secondly, from an adult male of less than the average strength; and, 
lastly, from male applicants al)ove 15 years of age, but not yet adult, respectively. 
The ration, as already observed, will be in proportion to the number dependent for 
support on the person relieved. 

The selection of the places proper for the employment of the apjdicants in suffi- 
cient but not too great numbers ; the procuring of materials, and the conveyance 
thereof to each depot; the providing of such implements as it may be found 
necessary to provide for those coming to labour, are points which will necessarily 
have the attention of the Guardians in due course. 

The Inspector of the Union has been especially charged to afford the Guardians 
all the advice and iissistance in his power, to enable them to carry out the order 
with most effect and advantage, and the Commissioners request the Guardians will 
take the arrangements into consideration with the least possible delay. 

By Order of the Commissioner.s, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians W. Stanley, Secretary, 

of the Union. 



Miscellaneous. 

Mr. Stanley, Secretary to the Poor Law Commissiouers, to SirD. Le Marchant: 
December 24, 1847. 

By direction of the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland I have the honour to forward herewitli, for the information 
of Secretary Sir George Grey, a summary of a return, now preparing for jnluting, 
relative to the collection of poor-rates in the several Unions in Ireland during the 
month of November. 

The Commissioners have the satisfaction to state that this summary cKliibits a 
very considerable improvement in the financial condition of the Unions, — the 
rate collected during November amounting to 151,558/. ; the disbursements of 
the treasurers to 100,722/.; the balances in the hand.s of the treasurers of 
101 Unions to 105,860/.; the balances against the remaining 29 Unions being 
17,420/. ; and the rates remaining at the close of the month still to l)e collected 
amounting to 859,905/. 

Enclosoue. 



SUMMARY. 





Amount 

of 

Poor-rate 


Amount 
lodged 
with the 


1 Amount 
, disbursed 
by the 


Amount 
of Rate 
remaining 
uncollected 
at the close 
of the 
Month. 


Balance at foot of the 
Troasurer’s Account, at the 
close of the Month. 




collected 
duriog the 
Month. 


Treasurer 
during the 
Mouth. 


'I'reasucer 
during the 
Month. 


In favour 
of the j 
Guardians. 


Against 

tltc 

Guardians. 


Province of — 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. ! 


£. 


Ulster . 


29,066 


29,214 


17,661 


145,720 


14,215 


8,379 


Munster 


65,626 


63,764 


37,781 


339,733 


56,265 i 


2,638 


Leinster 


45,289 


46,276 


35,596 


230,579 


32,608 1 


4,154 


Connaught . . 


11,577 ^ 


11,712 


9,6B4 


1 143,868 


2,772 


2,249 


Total — Ireland. 
Total for previous! 
Month . . . . j 


151,558 


150,966 


100,722 


859,905 


105,860 


17,420 


121,255 


129,015 


90,507 


864,049 


1 64,444 


28,672 
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FINANCIAL RETURNS =— 



{Incontiimation of similar Returns in Third Seines of Poor Laxo Corrcsjmdence of last Session.] 



STATEMENTS showing— 

I. The Progress of the Collection of Poor Rate in the severaHJnions in 
Ireland during the several Months from June to November, 1847, in- 
clusive; also, the Amount disbursed by the Treasurers during those 
Months respectively ; together wth the Amount of Rate remaining im- 
coUected, and the state of the Balances at the close of each Month. 

II. The Total Amount of Poor Rate Collected during the Nine Months 
ended 30tli November. 

III. The Amount of tlic Liabilities of the several Unions to Contractors and 

others in each Month from June to October, 1847, exclusive of any 
Sum duo to Her Majesty’s Government for the Principal and Interest 
of the Workhouse Loan, or of Loans advanced by the Relief Com- 
missioners or the Commissariat, or of any Loan obtained simply for 
Building Purposes. 

IV. Summary showing the Amount of Rate Collected in each Month in 184(3 

and 1847 ; also the Amount remaining uncollected, and the state of the 
Balances at foot of the Treasurer’s Accoimts, at the cl ose of each Month 



2L 
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FINANCIAL RETURN, JUNE, 1847. 



PROVINCE OP ULSTER. 



Name of Unions. 


No. 

built to 
contain. 


Amount of 
Poor Rate 
collected 

(he month 
of June, 


Amount 

disbursed 

during the 
Mouth. 


Amount o 
Rate re- 
maining 


Balance at foot of the 
Treasurer’s Account, 
at the close of 
the Month. 


Amount ol 
Poor Rate 
Collectiiil 
in tim Pour 
Months 
ended SOU) 


Net 
Amemut 
of Debts u 
1st July, 
deduct iiig 
the 

Balance in 
Treasurer’s 
bonds, if 
any. 


Net 

Amount 
I'omainiag 
to credit 0 
Unions, ou 
1st July, 
rtuducting 
thu 

Ammiiit Ol 
liabilities. 


Net 
Aunual 
Value of 
Property 
rsl^d in the 


at the close 
of the 
Month. 


In favour 
of the 
Guardians 


Against 

thu 

Guavdians. 


Col. 1. 


2 


S 


4 


0 


0 


T 


8 


» 


10 


H 


County of Antrim. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Antrim .... 


700 


498 


687 


26 




64 


2,446 


671 






Bnllycastte . . 




176 


448 


1,402 




144 


1,094 


320 






Ballymena . . . 




225 


404 


251 




514 


1,659 


7.34 






Ballvmonev • 


700 


148 


318 


952 




740 


1,042 


1,07.3 






Belfast 




2,189 


1,962 


12,867 


533 




7,191 








Larne . . • . . 


400 




567 




021 




228 








Lisburn .... 


800 


388 


702 


828 




id9 


1,742 


756 




136,397 


County of Armagh. 






















Armagh .... 


1,000 


727 


844 


7,295 




1 


2,124 


3,334 






Lnr^n .... 




409 


934 


1,124 




1,439 


2,5IG 


3,0-17 




92‘682 


County of Cavan. 






















Bailiebotough • • 


600 


138 


385 


479 


121 




717 


2,643 












812 


3,191 






2,270 


3,443* 






Coolehill .... 




342 


387 


3,177 


3 




1,804 


2,051 




73,490 


County of Donegid. 






















Ballyshasnon . . . 


500 


108 


428 


1,097 


37 




406 








Donegal .... 




478 


325 


2,626 


184 




1,081 


1,00.31 






Diinfiinoebv • • • 




153 


184 


708 




22 


214 


392 






(plenties .... 








198 














Inishurveu . . . 




172 


166 


750 


27 












Letterkecny . • . 


500 


12 


53 


436 




36 














107 


49 


365 


81 












Stranorlar .... 




227 


146 


840 




394 


894 


001 




29, #2 


County of Down. 






















Banbridge . . 


800 










1,225 








123,970 


Dovn|>atrick . . . 




159 


625 


^6 


30 


















84 


S3 




74 










Newry 


1,000 


1,280 


590 


6,113 




254 










Nervtuvvnards . ■ . 




272 


223 


5,733 




709 


2,194 


1,311 




118,469 


County of Fernumagh. 






















Emiiskillen . . 


1,000 


491 


157 


1,150 




4C7 








96.108 


Lisnaskea .... 




197 


694 


1,8-20 












46,019 


Lorvtherstown . . 




120 


203 


580 




472 


835 


95411 




43,944 


County of Londouderrg. 






















Coleraine .... 


700 


133 


758 


561 












76,410 


Londonderry . . . 




334 ' 


242 


2,065 


86 










111,959 


Magherarelt . . . 




66 


4-21 


785 




368 








73,339 


.Neivtownlimavndy . 




646 


284 


2,069 


366 




1,449 


193 




65,630 


County of Monaghan. 






















Cariickmacross , 


500 


107 


148 


7,256 


19 










46,325 


Casticblaney . 


800 


54 


106 


953 




2,553 








65,473 


Clones 




513 


434 




197 










55,055 


Monaghan . . . 


900 


452 


491 


1,594 


11 




1,739 


970 




94,431 


County of Tyron*. 






















Castlederg . , 


200 


95 


157 


1,753 


22 










21,790 


Clogber .... 


SCO 


73 


416 


132 












42,275 


Cooksiown . 


600 


321 


405 














56,560 


Dungannon • 


800 


256 


461 


698 












90,330 


Gortin 


200 


















15,751 


Omagh .... 


800 


608 


73 


1,801 


220 










75,354 


Strabane . . . .* 




30 


3-20 


368 


765 




530 




710 


81,529; 


Total of UbtiT. . 


28,200 


13,474 


17,155 


75,802 


3,324 


11,028 


59,451 


52,001 


1,114 


3,320,133 



Includes £120 advanced by the Commissariat. ^ Includes £780 advanced by the Commissariat, 

t laclndes £1,209 advanced by the Commissariat. tl Includes £i00 advanced by the Commissariat. 

} Includes £360 advanced by the Commissariat. ^ Includes £160 advanced by the Commiisariat. 
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PROVINCE OF MUNSTER, 



Nsme of Unions. 


No. 

Houks 


Amount of 
Pour Rhte 
collected 
during 
thu muiith 
of June. 


Amount 

disbursed 


Amount of 
Rate re- 
maining 
uncollected 


Balance at foot of the 
Treasurer’s Account, 
at the close of 
the Month. 


Amount of 
Poor Rata 
Culiected 
n the Four 


Net 

Amount 
of debts on 
1st July, 
dcductiDi; 
tJie 

Balance in 
Treasurer’s 
hands, if 
any. 


Net 

Amount 

to credit of 
UmoRs.oii 
Iht July, 
deducting 
the 

Amount of 
liabilities. 


Net 
Aniitial 
Value of 
Projicrty 
rated m the 
Union. 






cuntaiu. 


during the 
Month. 


at the close 
of the 
Month. 


In favour 
of the 
GuaidUns. 


Against 

the 

Guardians. 


Months 
ended 30ih 


CoLl 




» 


a 


4 


3 


G 


7 


8 


0 


10 


11 


County of Clare. 




£. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 






800 


1,485 


1,083 


2,838 


625 




3,827 




625 


101,222 








3-28 




8,653 


305 




931 


1,636 




• 67,486 






800 






829 




1,000 


761 


•i,269 




59,449 


Scariff 

County of Corh. 


GOO 


150 


105 


•2,840 


20 




569 


5,004 




44,609 






900 


1,G73 


1,921 


4,755 


492 




3, -208 




119 


136,166 






600 


345 


255 


63'2 




425 


911 


2,663 




41,829 






2,000 


7,996 


7,530 


25.758 




2,568 


19,154 


8, -291 




365,6‘23 






dOU 


354 




1,179 




114 


1,450 


833* 




44,084 






900 


331 




1,815 


1,180 




4,867 


285 




153,452 








.3,600 


1,180 


5,248 




164 


3,188 


3, €60 




106.114 






500 












2,097 


1,167 




73,928 






600 


176 


303 


911 


177 




1,268 


l,709f 




93,875 






700 


100 




275 




627 


889 


2,567 




122,708 






800 


374 


ioo 


286 




216 


1,069 


2,310 




163,070 


Skibbereen 
County of Ker 


y- 


800 


314 


230 


6,602 




17 


677 


4,035J 




98,255 






400 


40 




No Return. 






40 


2,170& 




24,366 






000 


20 


20 


472 


3 




251 


2,003 




24,689 


Killaniey . . 




800 


697 


546 


1,182 




850 


3,476 


1,562 




85,828 




700 


1,293 


778 


2,085 


563 




3,226 


1,072 




97,558 


Tralee . . . 

County of /vim« 




1,000 


635 


717 


6,330 


145 




2,915 


3,97311 




113,854 






HOO 


211 


1.3 


19,847 




80 


1.497 


4,402 




177,880 






1,600 


1,700 


1,572 


14,249 




1,900 


8,604 


6,968 




206,861 






550 


35 


133 


18,820 


9 




1,252 


2,824 




109,499 


R&thkealci . 
Cuuutv of Tippet 




GGO 


971 


913 


769 


572 




3,585 


99 


138,337 






500 


117 


308 


460 




■29 


2,224 


2,797 




89,871 






700 


448 


l-J 


21,185 


371 




912 


4,841 




130,293 


CloKlieun . . 




500 


414 


236 


3,985 


279 




571 


474 




• 62,760 






600 


' 1,606 


1,224 


13,379 


973 




6,413 




' 465 


• 91,108 






1,000 


445 


466 


1,177 


103 




3,987 


2,925 




119,802 


Roseau . . 




700 


802 


934 


3,609 


4 




3,005 


1,378 




102,171 






700 


156 


181 


5,362 




37 


943 


2,368 




108,931 


Tipperary .... 
County of Walerford. 


700 


680 


835 


23,965 


il9 




2,837 


2,052 




148,3-26 






600 




132 






337 


187 


1,436 




94,591 


Liimore . . 




500 


247 


262 


525 


85 




1,690 


434 




64,583 


Waterford . 




900 


41 


1,066 


1,936 




31 


942 


3,068 




193,771 


Total of Mniiilir . 


26,210 


25,859 


24,614 


201,978 


6,025 


8,404 


93,363 


83,076 


i,30S 


3,777.103 



PROVINCE OP LEINSTER. 



County of Cnrioui. 
Carlow . . . ■ . 


800 


1 

465 


411 


15,944 


63 ' 




1,500 


[ 2,431 




179,037 


County of Dublin\ 
Bolrothery . . , 


400 


167 


136 


481 




8 


1,508 


1,181 




i 94,5-21 


Dnbtiu. North. . . 






1,963 


4,953 


436 




9,995 


3,766 




369. 745 


Dublin, South • . . ' 






522 


4,270 






4,435 


2,858 




569,940 


Rathduwn . . . ' 


600 


314 


364 


1,546 


59 , 




1,565 


1,130 




152,314 


County of Kildare. 
Athy 






460 


1,387 


15 




. l,-263 


1,367 




102,881 


Ceiondfri. . ' 




405 


361 


1,629 


12 




1,579 


389 




130,776 


Nan 


550 


46 


217 


136 


24 




899 


1,248 




135,232 


County of KiUicrmy. 
Callan ... 










1 

.. 1 




2,057 


1,931 




84,103 


Killtenny , . 


1,300 


1,236 


1,057 ' 


4,355 




888 


4,608 


8,025 




241,775 


King't Coimty. 
Edesderrv 


600 


673 


593 


636 


86 




1,688 


441 




98,634 


Patsunsiowa . . 










6 




739 






109,266 


iultamore . . , 


700 


450 


426 


10,330 


39 




2,755 


2,187 




86,516 

























• Includes £itO advanced by'lhe CommiaSBriat, t Inchides £7S6 advanced by the Cummissariat. 

t Xocludes £'200 advanced by the Commiaeatiat. I Includes £1200 advanced by the Commissariat. 

II Includes £010 advanced by the Commissariar. 
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Financial Return, June, 1847 — continued. 



PROVINCK OF LEINSTER— fionliniiei. 



Name of Unions. 


No. 

built to 
contain. 


Amount ol 
Poor Hutu 
collected 
during the 
Month of 
June. 


Amount 

disbursed 

Trualu^ei 
during thL 
Moiitli. 


Amount 
of Rate 
rumuiumg 
imcollecter 


Bitinnce iit foot of the 
Tie.isurer’s Account 
at the cIohC of 
the Month. 


Amount ol 
Poor Rate 
coilected 
in the Fuu 
Months 
ended 30th 


Net 

Amount 
of Debts 01 
1st July, 
deducting 
the 

Balance in 
Tronsurer’s 
hands, if 


Net 

Amount 
letnaining 
to credit m 

1st July, 
deducting 
the 

Amount ol 
liabilities. 


Net 
Annual 
V.lueof 
Properly 
tuied iuibe 
Union. 


of the 
Month. 


In favour 
of the 
Guardians. 


Against 

the 

Gtiurdians. 


Col. 1 












T 






10 


11 


County of LmgJ&-d. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


GranarrI .... 


600 


77 


30 


3,391 


54 




.359 


1,748 






Longford .... 


1,000 


333 


383 


12,259 




1,^23 


1,234 


s,no’» 




124,496 


County ot Louth. 






















.^rdee ... • 


600 


471 


470 


1,335 


46- 




2,884 


993 






Drogheda .... 


800 


422 


210 


718 


08 




2,528 


2, .316 




136,604 


Dundalk .... 


800 


1,062 


310 


5,070 


593 




1,833 


722 




106,680 


Connty aiMmtL 






















Dunshauglilin . . 


400 


392 


286 


5,5]2 


332 




882 


312 




118,486 




600 


259 


131 


400 




567 


2,006 


1,894 






Navan ..... 


.600 


665 


933 


2,201 




379 


1,532 


1,033 






Oldcaetle .... 


600 


233 


823 


9G3 


72 




1,792 


1,593 




79,721 


Trim ..... 


300 


340 


181 


1,798 




123 


614 


984 




100,634 


Queen’s County. 






















Abheyleix .... 


300 


173 


307 


7,771 


92 




981 


2,248 




06,759 


MouutmeUiuk . . . 


800 


227 


333 


1,310 




322 


1,798 


2,067 




89,914 


County of Westmeath. 






















Athlone .... 


900 


714 


414 


4,729 


23 










10,3,078 


Mullingar .... 


800 


],260 


3 38 


5,673 


167 




2,881 


609 




190,944 


County of Wexford. 






















Riiniscorthy . . . 


600 


280 


416 


747 


32 




2,244 


1,320 




126,921 




300 


1,335 


1,197 


4,493 


239 




2,331 


461 




94,001 


Nutt Ross .... 


900 


233 


597 


1,898 


57 




1,908 


2,972 




109,748 


SVexford .... 


600 


611 


318 


1,868 


690 




3,273 




221 


113,714 


County of Wicklow. 






















Saltinirlass . . . 


300 


44 


355 


4,921 


1,164 










90,888 


Rathdnim .... 




598 


399 


7,322 


217 




2,244 






153,246 


Shillelagh .... 


400 










637 


270 


1,200 




64,463 


Totnl of Zeiastcp . 


24,830 


17,620 


17,072 


124,239 


4,638 


4,381 


72,362 


59,364 


1,208 


4,024,542 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 



County of Galway. 






















Ballinasine . , . 


1,000 


348 


724 


3,117 


166 










151,664 


Clifden • . > • 


300 


97 


90 


437 












22,426 


Galway .... 


1,000 


420 


176 


5,936 




133 


1,281 






100,777 


Gort 








3,464 












53.037 


Luughiea .... 


800 


644 


603 


2,938 




675 


990 






91,007 


luum 






No Return. 




988 


32 


4,128 




88,236 


County of Leitrim. 






















Canick-oii*Shanoon . 


600 


222 


430 


3,579 












61,450 


Manurhamilton . . 


500 


112 


320 


527 




416 








47,284 


Moliill , ■ . . . 


700 


212 


189 


2,033 


36 


1,079 


1,693 




57,778 


County of Mayo. 






















BalUna .... 


1,200 




13 


1,392 




483 


114 


6,1691 




95,774 

85,217 


BalUnrobe . . . 


600 






No Return. 




1,434 




3,232 




Castlebar .... 


700 






No Return. 




1,789 




3,876 




50.981 


Swtiieford .... 


700 


38 


39 


3,699 














Westport . . . 

Connty of lioicimmon. 


1,000 






1,315 




1 


111 


2,686 




38,876 




700 




41 


4,811 




1,385 


285 


3,968 




81,409 


Cattlerea .... 


1,000 


20 


494 


925 






315 








Roscommon > . , 

County of Sliyo. 


900 


263 


201 


2,457 




53 


2,555 


4,607 






Shgo ..... 


1,000 


107 


5 


24,837 


94 




1,018 


6,342 




142,030 


Total of Connaught 


14,600 


2,483 


3,325 


61,691 


417 


7,884 


12,935 


63,729 




1,465,643 



• laclwles £490 aOvaneed by the CommigBaiiat. + Includes £350 advanced by the Commissarial. 

lactudeg £1,720 advanced by the Commissuriat. § Includes £000 advanced by the CommUsariat 

II Includes £960 advauced by the Commissariat. 
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SUMMARY. 



Nome of Uniona. 


No. 

built to 
conlniii. 


Amount of 
Poor Rate . 
collecCvil 
during tho | 
Mouth of ' 
June. 


Amount 
disbursed ; 

Treasmer 
during the 
Month. 


Amount 
of Rato 
remaining \ 
uncolleetedi 


Balauce at foot of the 
Tieasuter’s Account 
at the close of 1 

the Month. 1 


Amount of 
Poor Rate 
collected 
m the Four 
Months 
' ended 3Uth 


Net 

Amount 
of Debts oil 
1st July, 
deducting 
the 

Balance in 
Treasurer's 
bauds, if 
any. 


Net 

Amount 
remaiiiiiig 
to credit of 
Uaious im 
Kt July, 
deducting 
the 

Ammiiit of 
liabilities. 


Net 
Anil It al 
Vnlue of 
Property 
ralen in the 
Union. 


of the 
Month. 


In favour 
of the 
Guardians. 


Against 

the 

Guardians. 


Col. 1 


2 


3 


4 


0 


0 


T 


8 


)> 


10 


11 




.Uwnrifr .... 
Uinitfr .... 
CBnnayffhl . • . 

Total of Irelaiiil . 
Total for previous! 
Month . . ./ 


28,200 

26,210 

•24,850 

14,600 


£. 

13,474 

25,859 

17,020 

2,483 


£. 

17,155 

24,6)4 

17,072 

3,5-25 


£. 

75,802 i 
201,978 
1-24,259 
61,691 


£. 

3,324 

6,025 

4,538 

417 


£. 

11,028 

8,404 

4,581 

7,884 


£. 

59,451 
03,363 
1 72,362 
“ 12,935 


£. 

52,001 

83,076 

59,364 

63,729 


£. 

1,114 

1,308 

1,208 


£. 

3,320,133 

3,777,103 

4,6-24,54-2 

1,465,643 


93,860 


59,436 

64,865 


62,366 

69,03-2 


463,730 

406,223 


14,404 ' 
15,424 


31,897 

30,526 


233,111 


258,170* 


3,630t 

i 


13,187,421 



£? s. <1. 

Amouut of poor-rtito culleelcd during the month of June 0 0 

Amount dishuraud by tho treaaiirors duriiig the month 6*2, 366 0 0 

Amount of rale ri'imiiniii); nncoilecti'd nt the clnw of the month 463,73l> 0 0 

lialunre at foot of the treiisururs' ncciiunts, ttt the climo of the mooth, in favour of Unions . . . 14,464 0 <> 

Balance at foot of the treosurerii' occoDiits, at the close of the month, against Unions . .... 31,897 0 0 

Amount of poor-rate collected in the four mputlui ended 30th June 238,111 0 0 



* Tlie number of Unions in which the debts of the Guardians to contractors, treasurers, nr others (exclusive of all loans obtained 
solely fot building piiipoHi-s from Guvuinmeiit or private parties), itii tl)c 1st July, exceeded the amount of money in the 
treasurers’ hands, was 122; and the net iiinount of the debts of those Uniutts, deducting the money iu their treasurers’ 

hands was 268,170 0 0 

NoTe. — Ifroin tho commcnceincnt of February to the 1st July, the sum of £17,056 was advanced as a loan to 32 
Unions, through the Commissariaf, In provide forthe immediate wants of the workhouse inmates. Of this sum, 

£10,730 is taken into accoimc in the uniuiml ef linbiUtics of the 122 Unions given above ; and the net amount of the 
liabilities of those Unions to cuntcuotors and others, exclusive of any part of this loan from the Cummissarial, is 
£247,440. 

f Tlie number of Unions in which tho moiic)' in the treasurers’ hands on the 1st July exceeded the debis of the Guardians 

was 8; and the net amount remaining in the hands of tho treasurers of those Unions, deducting the debts, 3,030 0 0 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 
Financial Return — cmtinued : — JULY, 1847. 



PROVINCE OP ULSTER. 



Name of Unions. 


No. 
House 
built to 
contain. 


Amount of 
Pour Rate 
collected 
during the 
Month of 
July. 


Amount 

disbursed 


Amount 
of Rato 
remaining 


Balance at foot of the 
Treasurer’s Account 
at the cloKe of 
the Mimth. 


Amount of 
Poor Rale 
collected 
in the Pive 
Months 
ended 
31sl July. 


Not 

Amount 
of Di'htHon 
31st July, 
deituctinu; 
the 

Bnlancu in 
Ticasuvet’s 
liuiids, if 
any. 


Net 

Amount 
remaining 
to credit of 
Unions on 
31st July, 
doductiiii; 
tho 

Amount ul 
Liabilities. 


Net 
Annual 
Value of 
Property 
wl^il in the 


during the 
Month. 


at the close 
of the 
Mouth. 


In favour 
of the 
Guardians. 


Agaiust 

the 

Guardians. 


Col.l 










0 


T 


8 


0 


10 


11 


County of Antrbn. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Antrim .... 


700 


24 


623 


7,400 




653 


2,470 


1,305 






Ballycastle . ■ ■ 


300 


448 


367 


954 


73 




1,542 


.302 






Ballymena . . 


900 


197 


538 


4,469 




W7 


1,856 


1,586 






Bnllvmonev • ■ 


700 


264 


292 


687 




768 


1,300 


1,2.30 






Belfast .... 


1,000 


3,069 


2,226 


9,799 


1,373 




10,260 


32 








400 




498 


3,137 


143 




228 


269 






Lisburn .... 


800 


181 


728 


646 




695 


1,923 


1,209 




136,897 


County of Armagh. 






















Armagh .... 


1,000 


634 


516 


6,662 


117 




2,7.58 


4,032 




174,572 


Lurgan .... 


800 


378 


1,123 


746 




2,184 


2,894 


3,924 




92,082 


County of Cavan. 






















Bailiebotough . • . 


600 


120 


16 


360 


200 




837 


3,020 




52.156 


Cavan 


1,200 


319 


91 


2,873 


228 




1 2,569 


3,848 




127,282 


Cootehill • . , . 


800 


228 


244 


2,943 


20 




1 2,092 


2,120 




73,490 


Couuty of Donegal. 






















Ballyshannon . . . 


SUO 


264 


309 


833 


n 




070 


834 






Donegal .... 


500 


437 


2G4 


2,189 


357 




1,.5I8 


1,007 






Danfanairhv • ■ . 


300 


261 


198 


51)6 


32 




476 


2!)9 




10,543 


Glenties .... 


500 


36 


36 


1,382 






349 








Inishoven . . . 


600 


98 


122 


652 






857 








Lettcrkeony . . . 


500 


7 


288 


429 




317 


247 


1,05.3 






Milford .... 


400 


129 


No Return 


2,35 


No Return. 




1,1.31 


447* 






Straoarlar .... 


400 


291 


167 


550 




243 


1,185 


.516 




29,402 


County of Down. 






















BanbriilKe .... 


600 


412 


No Return. 




No Return. 




806 


1,000* 




123,970 


Downpatrick . . 


1,000 


29 




218 




106 












300 




90 


1,883 




165 


65 


681 




36,931 


Newry 


1,000 


1,539 


1,050 


4,334 


461 




4,035 








Newtownards . . 


600 


586 


726 


5,128 




649 


2,780 


1,782 




116,469 


County ot Fermanagh. 






















Eimiskillen ■ . 


1,000 


262 


415 


887 




550 










Lisooskea .... 


500 


238 


118 


1,582 




677 










Lowtherstown . 


400 


123 


213 


463 




562 


958 


880 




43,044 


County of Londoitderrg. 






















Coleraine .... 


700 


284 


219 


1,805 




18 








70,410 


Londonderry . . , 


800 


917 


891 


3,319 


114 










111,959 


Magherafelt . . 


900 


22 


737 


763 




1,083 








76,339 


Newtowiilimavady 


600 


264 


366 


1,605 


263 




1,713 


302 




05,630 


County of Alonaghan. 






















Carriekmacross . . 


500 


878 


880 


6,878 














Cestlebiasey . . 


800 




43 


953 




2,554 








66,473 


Clones 


600 


258 


226 


1,317 


229 










55,065 


Muniighan . . 


900 


646 


659 


948 




1 


2,385 


841 




94,431 


County of 7\/rone. 






















Castledert! . . 


200 




187 


1,753 




165 








21,790 


Cloghet .... 


500 


30 


301 


88 




472 








42,275 


Cookstown . . 


600 


187 


223 


629 




76 








56,550 


Dungannon . . 


800 




364 


685 




523 








90,330 




200 






1,553 


1 










15,751 


Omagh .... 


800 


310 


1,043 


1,491 




511 








76,854 


Stiabane .... 


800 


4 


388 


363 


711 


•• 


534 




97 


81,529 


Total of Ulster . 


28,200 


14,374 


17,940 


85,702 


4,516 


14,109 


78,825 


55,806 


97 


3,320,133 



* Amount oI debts taken from the previous return dated 1st July. 
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PROVINCE OF MUNSTER. 



'Namo of Unions. 


No. 

Ilotuo 


Amonut of 
Poor Rnto 
collectiid 


Amount 

ilisbutsuil 


Amount 
of Rate 
I'onmining 
iiucollucted 


Balance at foot of the 
Treasurer’s Account 
at the close of 
the Muntli. 


Amount of 
Poor Rate 
coDocied 
in the Five 


Net 

Amount 
of Debts on 
31«t July, 
deducting 


Net 

Amount 
remaining 
to credit of 
Unions on 


Net 

Annual 
Value of 


contain. 


Monlli of 
July. 


(luring tlm 
Mouth. 


attlie dose 
of tho 
Mouth. 


In favour 
of the 
Guardians. 


Against 

the 

Guardians. 


Months 
ended 
Slst July. 


Balance in 
I’teasiirer’s 
hands, if 


deducting 

the 

Amount of 
Liabilities. 


rated in tfiu 
Union. 




Col. 1 


2 




4 




0 


T 




0 


10 


11 






£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


County of CIotb. 


800 


.572 


380 


2,286 


597 




4,399 




145 


101,222 


Ennistymoo . . . 


COO 


200 


.827 


8,001 


240 




1,191 


1,694 




07,486 


800 


185 


91 


044 




907 


946 


2,574 




59,449 


Scaiiff 


COO 


22 


87 


2,819 


6 




591 


5,382 




44,609 


County of Cork. 




















130,166 




900 


1,240 


378 


3,575 


1,353 










Banfry .... 


600 


88 


43 


544 




380 


999 


2,967 




41,829 


2,000 


7,. 505 


6,830 


18,422 




2,025 


20,489 


3,351 




365,623 




400 


500 


590 


080 




205 


1,950 


CIS 




44,084 




000 


141 


940 


1,674 


381 




4,908 


1,228 








800 


1,015 


087 


4,233 


104 






2,957 








.^>00 


C4.5 


016 


0,984 


63 














GOO 


152 


88 


5,112 


90 




1,420 


1,976 




93,875 










16,784 




523 


994 


3,083 








800 




3 


280 




219 


1,069 


2,015 




163,070 


Skibburiion . • 


800 


1,436 


1,217 


8,160 


233 




2,113 








Comity atKerrij. 




187 


160 


908 




201 


227 


2,102 




24,366 






6 




516 


10 


















749 


404 




881 
















1 , 0(i3 


1,579 


4 




3,731 








Tralou 


1,000 


281 


352 


16,881 


75 




3,196 


3,656 




113,854 


County Ilf Limerick. 






92 


20,170 




1.30 


l,.532 


4,920 




m.seo 








1,042 


12,112 




1,414 


10,801 












2,5,'t 


193 


18,587 


02 




1,485 








Rathkoalo .... 


GGO 


.504 


634 


201 


502 




4,149 








County of Tipperary. 




47 


287 


434 




284 


2,271 


3,506 




89,871 

130,293 






080 


035 


20,505 


484 










Cloglu'Ui 


liCI) 


2.57 

1,207 


441 

815 


6,491 
12 082 


74 

1,440 




7,710 




874 


91,10s 


Nunagli .... 
Roscioii .... 


1,000 

700 


259 

804 


274 

805 


23,694 

2,805 

4,239 


88 

4 

147 




3,609 

2,009 


1,630 

1,831 




102,171 

108,931 


Tipperary .... 


700 


1 ,035 


882 


22,930 


273 






1,585 






County of Waterford. 
Dungnrvan 

tVaterfoHl .... 


GOO 

500 

000 


34 

273 

80 


104 

297 

7 


15,401 

9,044 


" 7 


407 

918 


221 

1,863 

1,022 


1,715 

456 

3,572 




94,591 

64,583 

193,771 


Total of Munster. 


20,210 


24,232 


22,590 


200,831 


0,303 


8,550 


117,595 


80,238 


1,597 


3,777,103 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 



County of Carhxo. 
Carloiv .... 


800 


1,094 


1,062 


16,243 


95 




2,594 


2,992 




179,037 


County of Dublin. 
Balrothury 
Dublin, North . 

Dublin, South . 

Rath(l(j\vn .... 


400 

2,000 

2,000 

600 


183 

1,611 

6,598 

290 


163 

1,947 

2,816 

223 


2,960 
3.. 342 
30,448 
1,258 


7 

101 

4,149 

126 




1,691 

11,606 

11,033 

1,855 


1,319 

3,666 

1^371 


2,148 


94,521 

369,745 

569.940 

152,314 


County of Kildare. 

Athy 

Celbridge .... 
Naas 


600 

400 

550 


214 

443 


197 

375 

9 


5,129 

1,141 

136 


32 

80 

15 




1,467 

2,022 

899 


1,882 

453 

1,605 




102,881 

130,776 

135,232 


County of Kilhamy. 

Callan 

Kilkenny .... 


600 

1,300 


811 

718 


416 

713 


2,461 

3,637 


137 


*880 


2,868 

5,226 


1,603 

8,619 




84,-103 

241,775 


Kitufs County. 
Sdemlerry .... 
Pareonstown . . 
Tullamore .... 


000 

800 

700 


215 

46 

227 


333 

35 

230 


021 

310 

10,103 


19 

10 


34 


1,908 

785 

2,962 


728 

2,008 

2,675 




98,684 

109,286 

80,^6 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 
Financial Return, July, 1847 — contunced. 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER— contintfed 



Natne nf Unions. 


No. 


Amount of 
Poor Rtttu 
collected 


Amount 

disbursed 


Amount 
of Kate 
reniHioini' 
miciillected 


Uatuiice at font of the 
Treasurer’s Account, 
at the close of 
the Month. 


Amount nf 
Poor Rate 
Collected 
in the Five 
Months 
ended 31si 
July. 


Net 

Amount 
of Debts on 
31at July 
deducting 
the 


Not 

Amonnt 
remaining 
to creilii of 
Unions on 
3lst July 
deducting 
the 

Amount of 
liabilities. 


Net 
Annual 
Value of 
Proiicrty 
rated in lh« 
Union. 




coutain. 


Month of 
July. 


duriui,' the 
Month. 


of the 
Month. 


In favour 
of the 
Quardiiins. 


Against 

the 

Giiarilians. 


Ualmicu in 
Treasurer's 
hands, if 


Col.l 


2 


3 


* 




G 


’ 


8 




It) 




County of Lonpford. 








£ 


































COO 


in 


70 


3,280 


95 




470 


1,817 




87,209 


Loiigfuril . . • • 


1,000 


881 


782 


11,378 




1,325 


2,115 


4,281 




124,466 


Comity of XmiuU. 
























600 


204 


269 


1,132 




39 


3,088 


1,616 




93,047 




80tl 


144 


199 


3,107 


12 


100 


2,672 


3,071 




136,604 


DumUlk .... 


800 


502 


1,285 


6,541 






2,447 


722* 




106,680 


County of Heath. 
























400 


965 


921 


4,527 


397 




1,867 


229 




118,486 




COO 


177 


188 


223 




577 


2,243 


2,366 




. 123,339 




500 


271 


144 


1,930 




391 


1,803 


1,020 




101,527 




COO 


315 


349 


650 


17 




2,107 


1,890 




79,721 


Trim 


500 


618 


464 


4,130 


139 




1,233 


584 




100,634 


Queen's County. 






















Abhevleix .... 


fiOO 


173 


229 


9,178 


6 




1,154 


2,806 




66,759 


Mountineliick . . 


800 


181 


349 


I,. 329 




490 


1,979 


2,638 




89,914 


County of H’estmtaJA. 


900 


597 


986 


4,133 




367 


3,C8l 


3,345 




in.3.078 


Mulliogir. . • 


600 


1,122 


606 


4,552 


593 




4,003 




662 


190,944 


County Ilf Werfovd, 






















EnaiscorCby • • • 


COO 


228 


611 


519 




352 


2,472 


1, 5.5.5 




120,921 




500 


942 


1,032 


3,8.50 


149 




3,27.3 


107 






Neiv Koss . . • • 


000 


320 


196 


18,907 


194 




2,288 


3,250 




109,748 


Wexford .... 


COO 


810 


454 


1,558 


592 




3,583 


10 


113,714 


County of Tt icHoto. 
























.500 


329 


702 


5,424 


602 




1,.384 




338 


00,886 


Raihdnim . . • 


600 


290 


223 


1,258 


126 




2,534 


484» 




153,248 


ShiUela^'h .... 


400 




119 


187 


46 




276 


l.-i2.5 




64,485 


Total of Zrmsfei' . 


24,850 


21,240 


18,789 


164,572 


7,739 


4,555 


93,602 


62,126 


3,158 


4,624,542 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 
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SUMMARY. 



Nome of Unions. 


Nil. 
Ilmisc 
built to 
ciiutaiii. 


Amount of 
Poor Rate 
collecti'd 
(luring tho 
Muiitli of 
July. 


Ammml 

dislmrscd 


Amount 
»f Rate 
1 rviiiiiiuing 


Balance at foot of the 
Trensurec’s Account, 
at the clo-e of 
thu Muiith. 


1 Amount of 
! Pour Rate 
Cbll.etvd 
iu thu Pive 


Net 

Amuunt 
of Debts on 
31st July 
dt’duciing 


Net 

Amoimt 

to credit ol 
Unions on 
31xt July 
deducting 
tha 

Amount of 
li.ibilities. 


Net 
Annual 
Value of 
Projierty 
ruled in the 


during the 
Mouth. 


at ihu close 
ul tlm 
Mouth. 


In favour 
of the 
Guardians. 


. Against 
the 

Guard inns. 


MdiiiIi!| 
eurled 31*t 
July. 


Treosurei’a 
haiulK, if 
any. 


Col.l 


2 


3 


4 


8 


G 


T 


8 


0 


10 


U 






£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 




28,200 


14,374 


17,940 


88,702 


4,818 


14,109 


73,825 


55,898 


97 


3,320,133 




20,210 


24,232 


22,800 


288,831 


6,303 


8,550 


117,895 


80,238 


1,597 


3,777,103 




24,880 


21,240 


18,780 


104, .872 


7,739 


4,688 


93,602 


82,126 


3,138 


4,624,542 


Comaufjltt . . . 


14,000 1 


2,2.81 


2,000 


78,01.8 


189 


7,848 


15,186 


62,789 




1,485,643 


Total of Ireland . 
Total for previous 


93,880 


02,097 


01,319 


59-1,120 


18,720 


3-1,860 


300,208 


261,029* 


4,8.82f 


13,187,421 


Month . • • 




59,438 


02,388 


403,730 


14,404 













£. 



Amount of Poor Rato collected duriiip; the month of July 

Amount diMlmnieil liy the TruiisurorK ilitriiiir the inontli 

Amount of Rate romainhn’ imeollecteil iit the close of tlie nioith 

Balance at foot of theTrensuruts' Acrotuits, at the close of the month, in favour of Unions 
Balance nt foot of the Treasurers’ Accounrs, at iho close of the month, against Unions . 
Amount of Poor Rate collectoil in the five mouths, ended 31st July 



(i2,097 
6l,3!9 
SOI, 120 
18,728 
34,880 
300,208 



0 

0 

0 

0 



* The numher of Unions in which the Debts of the Guardians to Contractors, Treasurers, nr others (exclusive of all Loans 

olitained from Govorament, or from private paitivs siuiiily for Imildiug iuir|iuses), on the 31st July, exceeded the amount 
of money in the Treasurers’ hands was 122; and the nut amount of the Debts of those Unions, deducUng tho money lu 
their Treasurer*’ hands, Wit • ,,'r 

* The number of Uiiious in which the Dehl* of the Guardians to Contractors, Treasurers, or others (exclusive ot nil l/onns 

obtained from Governmnut, or IVuin uriv.ito iiartius simiily for Imilding purposes) on tlie 1st J uly, c'xceuded the amount 
of money in the IVensuiurs’ liniida was also 122; and the net amount of the Debts of those Unions, deducting the moooy 
in their Treasiirois’ liaiiils, was . . . • • • • * ‘ r. ,• " 

t The number of Unions in which tho motioy iu the Treii-mers’ hands on the 31st July, exccBtleil the Debts of the Ciuarriums 
was 8 i and ilie net amoimt romainiug in the liiinds of tho Treasurers of iliose Unions, deducting the Debts , ■ 
t The number of Unions iu which thii money in the Trea*nrcrs'_ hands on tlie 1st Jul;r i 

The net es 



ceedi’d the Dehts of the Guardiai 



; also 8 ; oml the net aniouut nmiuiniuK in iho hands of tho Treasurers ofthosu Unions, deducting the Debts, w 
excess of expenses iucurrod during July, for all Unions, over the receipts (£82,097), was 



261,029 0 0 



247,440 0 0 
4,882 0 0 



2M 
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PAPERS KELATTNG TO THE KELDEP OP DISTRESS, 

Financial Return — continued : — ^AUGUST, 1847. 



FKO VINCE OF ULSTER. 



Name of Unions, 


No. 
House 
built to 
contain. 


Amount o: 
Four Rate 
collected 
during the 
Mouth of 
August. 


Amount 

(tisliucsed 

by the 
Treasurer 
during the 
Mouth. 


Amount 
of Rate 
reinuining 


Balnnco at foot of Ihu 
Troiisurer'a Account, 
at the close of 
the Mimtli. 


•Amount of 
Pour Rate 
Collected 
in tlie Six 
Moiiths, 
ended 31sl 
August. 


Net 

Amount 
Ilf Debts e 
31st Aug. 
ileductiiig 
lire 

0, dunce i> 
Tic.'isurcr’ 
liiiiids, if 
any. 


Net 

Amount 
leinaiuing 
to credit u 
Unions, on 
31st Aug. 
deducting 
the 

.Amutiiit u 
liabilities 


Net 
Annual 
Value of 
Property 
rated in the 
Uniuu. 


nt the close 
of the 
Mouth. 


In favour 
of the 
Guardians 


Agaivist 

the 

Guimtiana 


Cul. 1 


‘i 




4 


0 


0 


T 


S 


0 


10 


11 


County of Antrim. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 






700 




620 


7,400 




1,273 


2,470 


1,060 






Ballycastle 




SOO 


366 


540 


56.) 




20 


1,928 


231 






Ballymena 




900 




213 


4,226 




817 


2,099 


1,730 






Baltymoney ■ 








260 






905 


1,429 


1,513 






Belfast > • 




1,000 








3,426 




13,5-14 








Lame . • • 




400 




327 


2,815 


108 




520 


3G9 






Lisburn • • 




800 


306 


1,014 


281 




355 


2,289 


8-J3 




136^97 


County of Armagh, 






















Armasli . 




1,000 


632 


719 


6,015 


30 




3,390 


4,082 






Lurgau 




800 


305 








1,877 


3,199 


4,116 




02,682 


County of Canon. 






















Bailiebuiougk 




COO 


74 


200 


2,509 


75 




911 


3,170 










1,200 


279 


375 


2,594 


132 




2,868 


4,194 






CooteJtili . . 




800 


283 


195 


2,665 


63 




2,375 


2,244 




73j490 


County of Donegal. 






















Ballysliannon 




500 


198 


305 


63.) 




34 


808 










Doneiral . ■ 






206 


199 


1,982 


365 




1,724 


<mo 








Duufunagiiy . 




300 


IIS 


19 


369 


130 




593 


283 








Gienties . 








36 


1,344 






.387 


1,143 








InisboneD . 






179 


158 


-173 






1 ,036 


290 








Lettwiceiiny . 




500 


10 


110 


419 




422 


257 














400 


3 


No return. 








1,134 










Siraiiorlac . 




400 


291 


167 


550 




243 


1,476 


431 






29;i02 


County of Down. 






















iianDndire 


. 


800 


438 


180 


3,921 




748 


1,241 








Duivnpairick . 






43 


590 


17,5 




733 


1,201 


924 












217 


37 


1,666 


12 




282 








Ne\7ry . . . 






978 


844 


3,356 






5,013 








Newtownartls . 






820 


729 


1,308 




759 


3,600 


2,123 




iieidiig 


County o! Feraianagli. 






















Enniskillen 




1,000 


127 


439 


701 














Lisooskea . 






368 


1,113 


1,214 






1,668 








Lowtherstown 






65 


53 


398 




650 


1,023 


003 




43)944 


Countyof Landemlerrg. 






















Coleraine . 




700 


272 


.■>73 


2.918 














LoniloniletrY • 






919 


719 


2,401 














Mssrherafelt . 






187 


33 


8,671 














Nowtoffnlimavady 




2o0 


294 


1,555 


219 




1,963 


247 




65)630 


Connty of Monaghan. 






















Carrickmacross 




500 


403 


479 


5,976 














Castleblaney . 








7 


953 




2,655 


701 








Clones 








483 


1,030 


65 












Monaghan • 








49 


528 




6 


2,430 


1,320 




94,43] 


Connty of Tyrone. 






















Castledet'g 




200 


19 


78 


1,734 




ooo. 










Clojthcr . . 








254 


60 






1,296 










Cookstoirn . 








193 


3,082 




275 


1,513 




















606 
















Guitin ■ ■ • 








292 


1,553 


4 




447 










Omagh • • 








81 


1,121 
















Strabane • . 








472 


265 


352 




632 


256 






81,529 


Total of UhtCT a 


28,200 


13,324 


14,689 


90,652 


6,028 


16,981 


87,149 


62,993 


1,040 ' 


3,320,133 
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PROVINCE OF MUNSTER. 



Name of Unions. 


No. 
IIOUSQ 
built to 
contain. 


Amount of 
Poor Rate 
cullecte<] 
during the 
Month of 
August. 


Amount 
disbursed 
liy the 
Treusiiter 
during the 
Month. 


Amount 
of Rate 
remaiuiiig 
uncollecturl 
at the close 
of the 
Mouth. 


Balance at foot of the 
Treosuruc's Account, 
at the close of 
the Muntli. 


Amount of 
Poor Race 
Collected 
in the Six 
Months, 
ended 31st 
August. 


Net 

Amount 
of Debts on 
Slat Aug., 
deducting 
the 

Balance in 
Tceosiirer’a 
hands, if 


Net 

Amount 
remaining 
to credit of 
Unions, on 
31st Aug., 
deducting 
thti 

Amount of 
liabilities. 


Not 
Aiiutial 
Vnlue of 


lu favour 
of the 
Guardians. 


Against 

the 

Guardians. 


rated in tno 
Union. 


Co!.l 


2 


3 


4 


5 


U 


7 


e 


0 


10 


11 


County of Clare. 




£. 


£. 


&. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Ennis 


800 


237 


256 


2,043 


583 




4,656 






101,22-2 


Ennistymoa • . 




210 


217 


7,814 


3-22 




1,440 


1,741 




67,480 


Kilruth .... 


SUO 


08 


112 


15,188 




960 


1,004 


2,968 




59,449 


ScarifF 


GOO 


6 




2,813 


G 




597 


0,058 




44,609 


County of Cork. 






















Bandui) . • • • 


000 


8GG 


437 


2,649 


1,762 




5,314 




1,241 


120,163 


Bantry .... 


COO 




21 


544 




401 


999 


3,192 




41,829 


Cor); ..... 




4,489 


3,480 


13,934 




1,017 


30,978 






365,623 


Dunmnnway . • . 


^00 


300 


in 


380 




16 


2,250 


432 




44,084 


Peraioy .... 






316 


1,585 




46 


4,997 


1,437 




153,452 


Kantuck . . . • 


800 


334 


593 


3,770 






4,737 


3,157 




106,114 


Einsale .... 


SOO 


G48 


756 


6,336 






3,388 






73,928 


Macruum .... 


600 


276 


287 


2,427 






1,696 


2,054 




93,876 


Mailnw .... 


700 


730 


236 


10,886 


137 




1,724 


2,420 




122,708 


Middleton .... 


800 


10 


990 


276 




1,200 


1,079 


3,115 




163,070 


Skibbereuu • . • 


800 


1,430 


1,166 


3,727 


506 




8,652 


2,995 


.. 


98,255 


County of Kerry. 






















Cahirciveen . . • 


400 


370 




494 






606 






24,366 


Kenmate .... 


000 


IS 


32 


478 






275 


2,183 




24,689 


Killarncy .... 


800 


203 


430 


261 




i,io8 


4,407 


1,321 




85,828 


Ligtovel .... 


700 


305 


00 


1,185 


309 




4,126 


1,378 




97,558 


Traleu 


3,000 


29 


81 


19,050 


23 




3,225 


3,070 




113,854 


County of Limerick. 






















Killoinllock . . 


800 


122 


. 613 


20,054 




606 


1,654 


5,294 




177,880 


Limetick .... 


1,000 


903 


1,5*8 


11,150 




2,029 


11,764 


5,701 




206,861 


Newcastle • . . 


030 


86 


63 


18,001 


70 




1,571 


3,357 




109,499 





GOO 


148 


OOG 


16,941 


894 




4,297 


246 




138,337 


County of Tipperary. 






















Carrick-on-Suic . . 


.300 


4 


350 






594 


2,275 


3,783 


.. 


89,871 


Cashel .... 


700 


1,083 


707 


19,422 


774 




2,675 


4,120 




130,293 


Cloghora .... 


000 


109 


07 


6,363 


216 




1,007 


746 




02,760 


Clonmel .... 


GOO 


732 


770 


11,350 


1,402 




8,442 




697 


91,108 


NenagH , . , , 


1,000 


9 


97 


23,884 


1 




4,235 


3,775 


.. 


119,602 


Roacrea .... 


700 


024 


027 


2,281 


1 




4,333 


1,G8C 




102,171 


Thurles . ' . . . 


700 




738 






13 


2.G21 


1,531 




108,931 


Tipperary .... 


700 


1,371 


1,036 


24,559 


G08 




5,243 


1,022 




148,326 


County of Waterford. 






















Diingaivan . . . 


COO 


320 


170 


10,082 




234 


541 


1,569 




94,591 


Lismure .... 


SOO 


02 


100 




87 




1,925 


646 




64,583 


Waterford .... 


000 


901 


748 


11,996 




7C5 


1,923 


3,010 




193,771 


Total of MunUer . 


26,210 


18,051 


17,910 


274,736 


7,686 


9,034 


135,646 


77,288 


2,220 


3,777,103 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 



County of Carlow. : 
Carlow .... 


800 


646 


1,754 


16,8-23 




12 


3,240 


1,318 




179,037 


County of Dublin. 
Balrotherv . . . 




208 


209 


i ! 

j 1 

' 4,318 


. 1 




1,899 


1,356 




94,621 


Dublin, North , . 








23,272 


1,218 




13,648 






I 369,745 


Dublin, South . . 






2,807 


' 24,700 


7,095 




18,781 






569,940 


Rathdown . . . 


600 


177 


306 


7,128 


0 


2,032 






152,314 


County of Kildare. ; 
Athv . . 






42 


5.095^ 


27 




1,503 


2,315 




102,681 


CelbridcTH . 


400 






1,028 


62 




2,135 






: 130,776 


Naas 


550 


135 




13,493 


76 




1,034 






135,232 


County of Kilkenny. 
Cullan . 




1 






368 




3,334 


1,462 




84,103 


Kilkenny .... 


1,300 


651 


600 


2,986 : 




826 : 


0,877 


9,146 




241,775 


Kirrfs County. 
Edenderrv 










181 




2,253 


606 




98,634 


Patsouatown . 












42 


785 


2,388 




109,286 


’Inllamote . . • , 


700 


1 180 


158 


0,977 


23 




3,162 


3,031 




86,516 



2 M2 
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PROVINCE OF LKINSTER— continuerf. 



Name of Unious. 


No. 
Huiiso 
built CO 


Amount of 
Pnor Rote 
cuUecled 
during the 
Month or 
-•Vugust. 


Amount 
dUbiirsed 
by the 
Tre.isnriT 
during the 
Month. 


Amount 
of Rate 
rcmiiiiii ng 


Balance at foot of the 

at the close of 
the Month. 


Amount of 
Pour Rate 
Cullfctvd 
in the Six 
Muivhs 
ended 31st 
August. 


Nut 
Ainumit 
>r Debts nil 
31st Aug., 
deducting 
the 

Balance in 
Treas urer'a 
hand', if 
any. 


Net 

Amount 
remaining 
to creditor 
Unions ou 
31st Ang., 
deducting 
the 

Amount of 
luibilitieB. 


Net 
Annual 
Value of 
Pruperty 
mil'll in the 


atihecluse 
of the 
Mouth. 


In favour 
of the 
Guard lauB, 


Against 

the 

Guardians. 


Col. 1 




3 


i 












10 


U 


County of Lontifard. 




£, 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


tiranard .... 


600 


106 




3,174 


4 




576 


1 .849 




87,209 


Longford. . . . 


1,000 


1,130 


817 


10,248 




1,011 


3,245 


3,748 




124,496 


County of Louth. 






















krAao 


600 


129 


2S 


1,003 


61 




3,217 


1,681 




93,047 


Urogheda . . . 


&00 


599 


6J3 


2,508 






3,271 


2,700 




136,604 


Duadalk .... 


&00 


591 


238 


5,703 


143 




3,036 


556 




106,6^0 


County of jVfentA. 






















Dunshaughlin . . 


400 


161 


416 


4.3-15 


ICO 




2,046 


524 




118,486 




GOU 




63 


8,6-21 




473 


•2,265 


2,373 




1-23,339 


Navan .... 


000 


161 


215 


1,749 




486 


1,964 


1,303 




101,537 


OUlcastle . . 


600 


64 


38 


580 


48 




2,171 


2,172 




79.721 


Trim 


01)0 


261 


436 


4,109 




81 


1,513 


443 




100,634 


Queen's County. 






















AbbtvWix . . . 


500 


586 


411 


8, 8,1.5 


75 




1,74-2 


2,830 




66,759 


MouutmeUiok . 


StIO 


1,002 


1,746 


13,1-20 


•• 


1,173 


3,041 


2,038 




69,914 


County of Wesimcat?i. 






















Atlilone .... 


000 


4o; 


576 


3,725 




536 


4,086 


2,999 




103,078 


Miilliugnr . . , 


600 


614 


372 


3,938 


835 




4,017 




72 


190,944 


County of Wt.vford, 






















Eunisforlby . . . 


600 


15C 


233 


36.1 




433 


2,628 


1,740 




1-26,921 


Gorey .... 


SUO 


644 


411 


3, 107 


38-2 




3,917 


74 




94,001 


New Ross . . 


900 


211 


315 


18,6117 


179 




2,499 






109,748 


Weitford .... 


COO 


223 


491 


1,335 


•292 




3,606 


289 




113,714 


County of Wichbw. 






















Biiltinubiss . . . 


500 


445 


974 


4,979 


33 




1,829 


360 




96,886 


Rallidrum . . . 


COO 


s;6 




5.543 






3,412 






153,246 


Shillelagh . . . 


400 


81 


364 


4 




236 


357 


1,529 




G4,4S5 


Total of Leinster . 


-24,850 


19,345 


10,757 


2.3-2,016 


11,268 


5, .348 


112,947 


63,505 


6,959 


4,624,542 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 



County of Gaiwai/. 






















Ballinosloe . . . 


1,000 




231 


2,881 




124 








151,664 


Clifdeii .... 


300 


















22,4-26 


Galway • • . . 


1,000 


65 




5,789 


27 




1,453 






100,777 


Oort 




634 


538 














53,037 


Loughrea , . . 


800 


627 


271 


1,613 




29 


2,320 






91,007 


Tuain 








6,749 




1,003 


32 


3,915 




66,236 


County of ZeiMni. 






















Carrick-K)ii.Shanuon, 


800 


107 


119 














61,450 


Manorhamilton • . 


500 


50 


2-2 


414 












47,284 


Muliill .... 


700 


33 


61 


1,901 






1,211 


2,127 




57,778 


County of Afayo. 






















Beilina .... 


1,200 


298 


231 


13’57l 












95,774 


Ballinrulie . . . 




















85.217 


Castlebar. . , , 


700 


















50,98! 


SwineforU . , . 


700 


52 
















46,016 


Westyiitt. ... 


1,090 






1,434 




22 


192 


3,181 




38,876 


County of ifoscoimaon. 
























700 


253 


463 














61,409 


Custlerea .... 


I,0U0 


85 


59 














114,349 


Buscommun , , 


900 


193 


278 


2,179 




90 


2,833 


4,984 




85,873 


County of Sligo, 






















Sligo 


1,000 


272 


314 


24,421 


35 




1,474 


7,258 




142,030 


Total of Connaught 


14,600 


2,669 


9,661 


92,699 


228 


4,144 


17,855 


63,670 




1,465,643 
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SUMMARY. 



Name of Unions. 


No. 

built to 
contain. 


Amount of 
Pout Kiitu 
culluclvd 
during tho 
Month of 
August. 


Amount 
disbursed 
hylho 
Treasurer 
during tho 
Month. 

i 


Amount 
of Rate 
remaining^ 


Kiilnnce at flint of the 
Treiistiror's Account, 
at the close of 
tho Month. 


Amount tf 
Poor Rote 
Cidiuctud 
in the Sis 
Months 
ended 3!s( 
August. 


Net 

Amount 
of Debts on 
3Ist Aug., 
deducting 
the 

Balance in 
'I'teasiiter’s 
hands, if 
any. 


Net 
.Amnuni 
remaining 
to credit of 
Unions, on 
31st Aug., 
deducting 
the 

Amii'iat of 
liabilities. 


Net 
Annual 
Value of 
Property 
rated in the 
Union. 


at the close 
uf the 
Month. 


In favour 
of (hi! 

. Giianlians. 


Against 

the 

Guardians. 


^ Col. 1 


a 


3 


4 


S 


« 




8 


9 


10 


11 


fjhter .... 
jifiiHsfer . . • • 

ietiister .... 
Connaugfil . . 

Total of Ireland . 
Total for previous 1 
Month . . • i 


28,200 

2i>,210 

24,850 

14,000 


£. 

13,324 
18,051 
19, .315 
2,0C9 


£. 

I4,G80 

17,915 

16,757 

2,601 


£. 

90,052 

274,736 

232,016 

92,699 


£. 1 

(>,028 I 

7,686 ; 
11,208 
228 


£. 

16,981 

9,034 

5,348 

4,144 


£. 

87,149 1 
135,646 
112,947 
17,855 


£. 

62,993 
77,288 
62,555 ' 
63,670 


£. 

1,040 

2,225 

5,959 


i £■ 

3,320,133 
3,777,103 
4,624,542 
1,465,643 


03,800 


53,389 

62,097 


52,022 

01,319 


690,103 

094,120 


25,210 

18,720 


35,507 

34,800 


353,697 


266,606 

261,029» 


9,224 

4,So2t 


13,187,421 



£. ». d. 

$3, .389 0 0 
52,022 0 0 
G90,1(I3 0 0 
25.210 0 0 
35,507 0 0 
353,597 0 0 



Amount of Poor Rato collectod durins tlie month of Avi(fu«t 

Amount dUb\irscd by tho troasurors durim; the 

Amount of rati! rumainiiig uncollected (It iho clone of the month. . . • • • * 

Balnncu at foot of the treasurers’ accounts, at the close of tho mouth, »n favour of Uiiiims 

Balauuu ut foot of the treasurers’ accounts, at thvclosc af ihe month, against Unions . . 

Amount ufiiuor rate ciilkctud in tho six months, ended 31st August 



• The number of Unions in which thn debts of the Gnnrdians^ to^ contractors, Jrcasiirers, 

ohlained " ~ ' ' ... - - 

of moni!, 

* The numhero''rUiiioi'« I’ho duhts of tho Huardiiins^lo contractors, treasnrota, 

ohtaiiicd from (»civeriimetit, or from privntc jiartie: 

of money in tile troasuroca' hands was al'iO 122 ; n 
their treasurers’ h.atuls, 



others (exclnsivu of all loans 



wl ftnm Governmont, ov from nrivate portios simply for building purposes), on the 31st August, exceeded tho amount 
imiy in tho trensurers’ hands was 122 ; and tlui net anmimt of the debts of those Unions, deducting tho money m 
treasure™’ hands, was . . ‘ L fe«iusi’ve ^f all loans 



, , others (exclusive of all loans 

...jpiy for hiiiidiog purpuses), on tho .31st July, exceeded the unu.unt 
1.1 the nut amount ofthu debts ofthoseUuiuns, deducting the money in 

, pxcpofled the debts of the 



+ The number of Unions in which the money in tho treusurers’ hands on the Slat August, ' ’® 

' Guardians was eight ; and this net mnomit reiuaiimig in lliu hands of llio Ireasuruts uf those Uuums, dcduclini, the 

4 i. .i.ich Ik. mm.'y i.'. tk'. i™.',...'.' k'.,«l. o'. Ih. Ik'. difcl.^P 'ik.' 

^ was also eight ; and the nut am..tuit remaining in tho Imnds of the tvousurers of tho-e U.iums, ^4; 

Tho Net excuse of expeiisus ineuirud during August, fur all Unions, over Ihovuce.pts, £5fi,736 | vix.,£o.3, 389 rate, and i.3,347 
olher receipts, was * 



£. - rf. 

2G6,50G 0 0 

2Gi,029 0 0 

9,224 0 0 
4,852 0 a 
1,105 0 0 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 

Financial Return — coniimicd : — SEPTEMBER, 1847. 



PROVINCE OF ULSTER 









1ik1u'U>1 




Amount 
of Rate 
remaiumg 
uncoliecteii 
at tlic 
close of tho 
Mouth. 


Balance ot foot of the 


■Amount of 
Pour Rate 
collected 
n the Seven 
Mouths 
ended 20th 
September. 


Net 


Nut 




Name of Uiiioun. 


No. 
built to 


Amount of 
Poor Rate 
collccCi-d 


with the 
Troasurot 
(luring the 
Month, 
including 

Receipta 


A(nouiit 
disbursed 
by the 


Treasurer’s Account, 
ar tho close of 
the Mouth. 


of Debts on 
29th Supf., 
deducting 
the 


remiiiuiug 
to credit of 
Unions, on 
29th Sept., 


Net 
Annual 
Value of 
Properly 
rated in the 
Union. 




contain, 


Month ot 
Seiilcmber. 


during tile 
Mouth. 


In favour 


Against 

the 


Ainumil in 
Tie-asurer’s 
hand*, if 


Uuductmg 

tho 

Amount of 








Poor Rate. 






Guardians. 


Guardians. 




any. 


Debts. 




Col. 1 


2 


3 


4 


6 


(V 


t 


6 


() 


10 


11 


12 


County ot Antrim. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Antrim .... 


700 


1,068 


1,069 


584 


6,332 




788 


3,538 


1,550 






BallycasUe . . • 


300 


219 


277 


427 


346 




151 


2,147 


339 






Ballymena • . . 


900 


723 


836 


301 


3,503 




282 


2,822 


1 ,436 




97,492 


Ballvmoncv > • • 


700 


84 


229 


357 


6,001 




1,033 


1,513 


1,445 




73,086 


Belfast .... 


1,000 


1,850 


1,901 


3,563 


4,GCS 


1,704 




15,894 




24 


271,916 




400 


896 


404 


134 


2,448 


378 




916 


IGS 






Lisburn .... 


800 


178 


206 


1,146 


20 




1,295 


2,467 


1,466 




136,397 


County oi Armagh. 
Armuj'li .... 


1,000 


1,589 


1,594 


1,711 


4,426 




87 


4,979 


2,947 




174,672 


Lurgan .... 


800 


140 


1,732 


1,050 


301 




1,146 


3,339 


3,051 




92,662 


Conniy of Cavan, 
Bailieboiougli . . 


600 


285 


136 


184 


3,725 


30 




1,196 


2,361 




52,156 


Cavan 


1,200 


853 


356 


394 


2,241 


95 




3,221 


4,319 




127.282 


Coutehill .... 


800 


247 


272 


234 


2,418 


102 




2,622 


2,301 




73,490 


County of Donegal. 
Ballyabonnon . . . 


500 


149 


195 


164 


508 




2 


1,017 


1,042 




61,435 


Doneeal .... 


500 


102 


102 


308 


1,880 












31,639 


UimtaoaEhv • . . 


300 


88 


618 


301 


301 


446 




081 




204 


10,543 


Glentiea .... 




196 


165 


196 


1,148 














Jnishowen .... 


COO 


153 


44 


39 


429 












36,607 


Let(erkemiv . . . 


600 




1,629 


1,073 


2,787 


129 




257 


40 




31,835 






62 


62 
















31,377 


Straoorlar . . 


400 


141 


147 




231 




181 


1,617 


403 




29,402 


County of Down. 
Baubridira . . . 


800 


737 


7G7 


195 


3,822 












123,970 




1,000 




1,268 


640 














187,363 




300 


809 


81 




1,357 


48 




591 






36,931 








1,106 


















Newiuvnaids . . . 


600 


828 


833 


740 


3,464 




668 


4,428 


1,807 




118,469 


County of Fermanagh 
Emiiskiilen . . . 


1,000 


62 


64 


58 


700 












96,108 






438 


433 


613 
















Loivtlierstowa . . 




60 


71 


71 


337 




650 


1,063 


904 




43,944 


County ol Zondonderrg 
Coleraine .... 


700 


227 


255 


317 


2,691 












76,410 








646 


697 














111,059 






382 


927 








221 










Newtownlimayady . 


600 


2.56 


266 


266 


1,299 


I26 


2,219 


'221 




65,630 


County of Monaghan. 
Carrickmaenws . . 


500 


4fi9 


560 


530 




132 










46,325 






38 


36 


21 


7,927 










66.473 








261 


204 














56,055 








114 


2 


11,021 


106 




2,430 


1,580 




94,431 


County of Tgrone. 
Caetledeie ... 


200 


144 


169 
















21,790 


Cooutown . . . 




10 


15 


224 














42,275 




290 


302 


193 






165 








56,550 






158 


876 


52 












90,330 
























15,761 


Strabace .... 


800 


269 

10 


269 

10 


641 


852 

7,061 




594 

22 


3,133 

642 


1,173 

495 




75,354 

81,529 


Total of Dieter . 


28,200 


14,422 


21,308 


19,375 


111,541 


6,261 


13,413 


101,671 


55,320 


228 


3,320,133 
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PKOVINCE OF MUNSTER. 



Nsme of Unions. 



Col. I 



County of Clare. 

Ensistyraciu . . 
Kilmsii . . . 
Scsriif .... 



County of Cork. 
Baiiilon ■ . . • 

Baniry .... 

Cork • . • . . 

Dunnnn\y.iy . . • 

Fcnnoy .... 
Kenturk .... 
Kinsale .... 

Macroom .... 

Mallow .... 
MiiJdleton . . . 

Skibbctecn . . 

County of Ketrtj. 
Gohircivccn . . . 

Kanmaro .... 
Kiilaiiioy .... 
LUtonel .... 
Tralee 

County of Limerick. 
Kilmallock . . . 

Limeiiok .... 
Newcasfto .... 
Kathkealo . . . 

County of TiTtperari/. 
Cnrrick.on-Sult . 
Cashel .... 
C!oj;bcuD .... 
Clonmul .... 
Nenn|;h .... 
Bosciea .... 
Thurlus .... 
Tipperary .... 

^ounfy of Waterford. 

Lismoru .... 
Vralerfurd .... 

Total of MunMer 



No. 
IIouso 
liuilt to 


Amount ol 
Poor Rato 
eoilucteil 
rliinii)' the 

Moutli 1)1' 
Suplumbcr 


Amount 
luiljjicrl 
with tlio 
Treasurer 
iliiriui' tlio 
Month, 
iiicludiuir 
ulUer 
Receipts 

Pour Rate. 


Amiiunt 

disbumcit 

Treasurer 
during the 
Mouth. 


0 )' Rale 

uncollected 
at the 
cioso of the 
Mouth. 


Balance atfootuftbo 
Treasurer's Aceoimt, 
at the close of 
the Month. 


.Amount ol 
Poor Kate 
cuUvcted 
in till! Suvei 
Months 
ended 29th 
Septemhec. 


Net 
Amount 
of Debts on 
29th Sept, 
derluctiug 
the 

Amount in 
Treasurer's 
liands, if 
uny. 


Net 
Amount 
lemaininji 
to credit o 
Unions, on 
29tli Sept, 
deducting 
the 

Amount ol 
Debts. 


Net 
Annual 
Value of 
Property 
raleit in (he 
Union. 


Ill fauour 
oftho 
Giinrdiaus. 


Against 

the 

Guardians. 


2 


:i 


1 












10 


11 


12 




£. 


£. 


f. 


j£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


800 


r>e6 


575 


317 


1,468 


841 




5,242 




73 


101,222 






82 


157 


7,261 


247 




1,993 


2,224 




67,486 




34 


34 


15 


15,153 




941 


1,0-38 


3,173 




69,449 






6 


12 


2,813 






697 


5,098 




44,609 


OOO 


1,377 


2,892 


157 


9,734 


4,497 




6,691 




3,814 


136,166 








8 


544 




409 


999 


3,545 






2,000 


2,567 


5,060 


3,557 


11,425 


2,006 




33,545 




4,702* 


365,623 


400 


150 


150 


255 


6,808 




120 


2,400 


419 




44,084 


aoo 


10!) 


114 


268 


24.305 




199 


6,106 


1,582 




15.3,452 


fllio 


1,120 


1,120 


No Return. 






5,857 


2,537 




106,114 


500 


864 


1,156 


1,010 


5,473 


iol 




4,252 


3l4 




7.3,928 


1)00 


1,030 


1,125 


836 


6,. 544 


81 




2,726 


1,048 




93,875 


701) 


2,347 


1,095 


1,058 


13,969 


1,074 




4,071 


711 




122,708 


800 








276 




1,200 


1,079 


3,522 




163,070 


800 


1,379 


1,079 


l,l'93 


2,348 


C92 




4,931 


1,471 




98,255 


■too 


215 


407 


700 


.325 




368 


821 


1,715 




24,366 


500 




165 


26 


4,604 


152 




275 


2,260 




24,689 


800 


;ii 


.38 


390 


231 




1,451 


4,-328 


1,813 




85,823 




20!) 




247 


975 


273 




4,335 


1,134 




97,558 


1,000 


l,i)54 


1,971 


1,518 


17,078 


477 




5,179 


2,314 




113,854 


8110 


•170 


512 


47 


19.583 




140 


2,124 


6,624 




177,880 


1,1.00 


820 


849 


772 


40,749 




1,952 


12,584 


5,603 




206,861 


550 






576 






15 


2,224 


3,231 




109,499 


600 


403 


506 


G8C 


1C;448 


713 




4.790 


187 




138,337 


500 


19 


13 








779 


2,294 


4,387 




89,871 


700 


sot) 


831 


1,086 


18,622 


519 




3,475 


3,669 




130,293 


500 


!i!)0 


392 


310 


7,425 


297 




1,397 


916 






(iOO 


1,12!) 




514 


10,221 


2,069 




9,571 








I.IHJI) 








2.3,817 


30 




4,301 


4,120 






700 










1 




4,820 


1,876 




102,171 


700 


460 


436 


436 


.3,218 




13 


3,090 


1,465 




108,931 


7tK) 


2,543 


2,72'J 


967 


19,016 


2,371 




7,786 








600 


882 


890 


123 


14,212 


609 




1,423 


1,008 




94,591 


500 








114 


2 




2,001 








000 


2,042 


2,208 


1,670 


11,195 




36 


3,065 








26,210 


25,873 


30,848 


19,053 


350,031 


16,963 


7,623 


161,519 


70,767 


10,836 


3,777,103 



PROVINCE OP LEINSTER. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO TPIE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 

Financial Return, September, 1847 — coiUimied. 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER— con/i»K«I. 









Amount 






1 Biiinncc ai 


1 fuot of tho 




Net 


Net 








.Amount of 




Amount 
















No.’ 

IJuiise 












roniaininir 




Name of Unions. 


cullecte<l 


iluriii)f the 
Munth, 
iuclxding 
otlier 


by the 
Treasurer 


ruinoininir 

imcullectuil 


the .Vluntli. 


colloclud 
in tliu. Seven 
Momha 
cnderl 2!lth 
Septembet. 


2Ulh Sept., 
deducting 


to credit of 
Uniuns uu 
29.h Sept., 
deducting 
the 


Annual 
Value of 
Pruperty 
rated in the 
Union. 




euntuiii. 


of 

September, ' 


•luring thn 
Moiitli. 


of the 
Mouth. 


In f,ivout 
of the 


Against 


Riiluncu in 
Treasurer's 








PoiiT Rato, 






Guurdiuiis. 


Guardians. 




any. 


Liabilities. 




Coi. 1 


2 




* 


5 


G 


T 


8 


D 


10 


11 


13 


County of Loa/j/brd. \ 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Grananl . . . . ! 


COO 


190 


190 


Nn Return. 


3,040 


No Return. 


786 






87,209 

124,406 


Longford .... 


1,000 


848 


1,805 


1,777 


9,400 




983 


4,093 


2,782 




County of Loulh. 
























Ardee 


GOO 


220 


2C1 


146 


7,824 


176 




3,443 






O') 


I)r»ghe<la .... 


800 


1,700 


1,700 


844 


7,103 . 


884 




5,031 








Uuadolk .... 


800 


1,334 


1,572 


1,718 


4,536 


151 




4,372 


411 




106,680 


County of Meath. 
























DiinshmighUo. . , 


400 


543 


543 


575 


3,802 


128 




2,591 








Kells 


GOO 




1,306 


746 


8 G21 


66 




2,265 








Navau 


500 


225 


428 


420 


1,525 




484 ' 










Olilcasile 


GOO 


817 


282 


72 


9,189 


249 




2,988 












CIS 


1,235 


240 


3,491 


914 




2,131 




^50 


100,634 


Queen'i Cinmig. | 
























AbhOTleix . . . . 1 


500 


527 


G80 


742 


8,308 


13 












Mountmollick . . . : 




984 


1,311 


548 


12,295 




410 


4,025 


907 




89,914 


County of H'eilmeath. 
























Atlilono .... 


000 


20G 


206 


445 


3,519 




774 


4,294 














596 


1,010 


3,346 


421 




1 5,200 




268 


199,944 


County of jyejfoi-d. 
























Enniscorthy . . . 


600 


90 


90 


74 


273 








2,300 












489 


331 


, 2,708 








136 










472 


: 316 


. 18,146 


















162 


375 


1,171 


78 




3,971 


502 




113i714 


County nf fyici/eia. 
























Baliiiiglass . . . 


500 


687 


' 999 


353 


4,287 














Shillvlugh .... 


400 




1,499 

395 


203 

NuRetiirn. 


4,530 


1,526 




4,730 

357 


1,584 


770 


153,246 

64,485 


Tutal of Leiniley 


24,850 


28,165 


33,103 


25,374 1 


243,680 


17, ‘159 


4,144 


141,112 


56,933 


8,686 


4,624,542 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 



County of Oalioai/. 
























Balliiiosloa . , 

Clifden .... 
Galway .... 


1,000 

300 

1,000 


586 

65 

27T 


SS6 

65 

243 


77 

192 


25,004 
305 
5 512 


8 

6 

78 




3,606 

298 


2,912 

937 




151,064 

22,426 


Loughrea .... 
Tiiam 


8U0 

800 


478 

670 


479 

670 


513 

400 

339 


2,349 

1,13.6 

6,081 


4 

50 


439 


1,569 

2,798 

702 


3,173 

1,092 

3,745 




63,037 

91,007 

86,236 


County of Leitrim. 
























Camck-oii-Shannou . 
M&tioi'humiltun . . 

■Mohill 


800 

500 

700 


108 

209 

190 


88 

209 

244 


77 

196 

226 


8,210 

205 

1,711 


S3 

18 


476 


1,170 

1,163 

1,401 


4,161 
1 , 945 
2,213 




61,450 

47,284 

57,778 


County of Maijo. 
























Satlina .... 


II 


443 


443 


600 


13,128 




471 


855 


4.859 




95,774 




















2. .302 






Swineford . . - . . 

IVestport .... 


700 

1,000 


199 

No Retuiu. 


.170 


160 


3,337 


”17 




405 

192 


4,458 

1,620 

3,621 




46,016 

38,876 


County of Roscoranton. 
























Boyle ..... 
Castierea .... 
Boscommon . . . 


700 

1,000 

900 


457 

226 

145 


457 

225 

187 


235 

250 

39 


3,792 

17,249 

2,034 


59 


1,167 

607 


1,304 

681 

2,978 


3,919 

6,183 

5,563 




81,408 

114,349 

85,873 


County of SLgo. 
Sligo 


1,000 


425 


425 


526 


23,996 




66 


1,899 


7,729 




142,030 


Total of Cminaifght. 


14,600 


4,698 


4,912 


4,188 


111,200 


293 


4,661 


21,758 


67.3=0 




1,465,643 
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SUMMARY. 



Name of Unions. 


No. 

IIOUBO 
Iniilt to 


Amonirt of 
Poor Rate 
collected 


Amount 
lodged 
witli the 
Treasurec 
during the 
Month, . 


Amount 

disbursed 

Treasurer 


Amount 
of Rate 
remaining 
uncollected 


Balance at foot of the 
Treasurer’s Account, 
at the. close of 
the Month. 


Amount of 
Poor Rate 
collected 
in the Seven 


Net 

1 Amount 
lof Debts on 
; 29lh Sept., 
deducting 
the 


Net 

Amount 
remaining 
to ciedihof 
Unions on 
29ihSept.. 


Net 

Annual 
Vaiua uf 
Property 
rated in the 
Uniou. 




contain. 


Month ot 
Se]>loinbei. 


Pom lute. 


dining ihe 

Month. 


of ibe 
' Mouth. 


In favour 
of thu 
Guardians. 


Against 
tire . 

Guardians. 


ended 29th 
September. 


Balaucein 
Treasurer’s 
hands, if 


deducting 

tiro 

Amuimt uf 
LinbililUs. 


Col. 1 


2 






5 


0 . 


T 


S 


9 


10 


11 , 


12 





28,200 


£. 

14,422 


£. 

21 ,.308 


£. 

19,375 


£. 

111,041 


£. 

5,261 


£. 

13,413 


£. 

101,571 


£. 

: .55,320 


£. 

■ 223 


£. 

3, .320, 133 


Mimler .... 




25,873 


30,848 


19,653 


350,031 


16,953 




161,519 


70,767 


10,836 


3,777,103 




24,850 


28,165 


33,103 


26, .374 


243,680 ■ 


17,459 


4,144 


141,112 


56,933 


8,680 


4,624,543 


Connaught .... 


14,600 


4,898 


4,912 


4,188 


111,200 


293 


4,661 


22,753 


67,326 


1,465,643 


Total of /'•efiintf . 
Total ot close of\ 


9.1,800 


73,358 

.5.3,089 


90,161" 

50,736 


03,590 

52,022 


816,452 


39,966 ; 
25,210 


29,841 


|426,955 


250,346 


19,750 


13,187,421 























Amnuut otRoor Rate collected during tho month ................. 73,SSS 

Amount lodged with the treaHurur during the month ................ 90,1G1^ 

Amount disbursed bjr tho treasurers during the month G3,590 

Amount of rate rcmsiniiig uncollected at the close of the month 816,452 

Balance at foot of the treasurers’ accounts, at tho close of the month, in favour of Guardinns ..... 39,9GG 

Balance at foot of the treasurers' accouuts, at the close of the month, sgmnst Guardians 29,841 

Amount of Poor Rato collected in the seven months ended 29th September, 1847 425,955 



* Includiog other receipts then Poor Kate. 

Tlic numirer of Unions in which tho debts of the Guardians to contractors, treasurers, or others (exclusive of all loons obtained from Government, 



or from private partios, simply fur building purposes), on tiie 29th Svptembci, oxccuded the amount of money in the treasurers' hands was 117; 

end the net amount of Ihu dehtK uflhose Uni<ms, derluctiug the money in their treasurers’ hands, was . 250,341 

The ctmiber of Unions in wliicli the debts of the Guardians to contractors, treasurers, nr ethers (exclusive of all loans obtained from Government, 
or from private jiurties, simply fur building jnirposes), <in tbe 3!st August, exceeded the amount of money in the treasuTeis’ hands was 122 ; 

and the net amount of the dolilH uf those Uniuni, dedticliirg the money in their treasurers’ Itands, was 26C, 503 

The number of Unions in wliich the money in the treusuierH’ iiauds on the 29th September exceeded the dclits uf tho Guardians was threej and 

tire nut amimnt remaining iit tliu hands of iliu treasurers of those Unions, deducting tire debts, was 19,750 

Tire mtmlier of Uirioita in which tire murrey in tire treasurers’ Iiauds on ihu 31st Arrgust exceeded tire debts of Ibe Guardians was eight; and tho 

netnmiiunt rurniiinirrg itt tho bands ofUrc treasurers of thusu Unions, dcdircting lire debts, was 9,224 

The crnrvnt I xperises uf the munih uf Scutumber were, us nearly as can be ascertained 63,393 

or £9962 less than the ratu collected during tho mouth. 

Tire cunciit ixpcnscs of tho month of August wore, as nearlyas can be ascertained 57,641 

being £1105 more than tiro total receipts, £56,736 (includiog £3347, other receipts than Poor Rates), and £4452 more than the rate collect^ 
during lire mouth. 

Nora, — In some few Unions the amouut of lialiilitieshas been cstimated,theTe being no Return furnished. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 

Financial Return — continued : — OCTOBER, 1847. 



PROVINCE OF ULSTICR. 



INams of Unions.* 


No. ' 
House 


Amount nf 
Poor Ratu 
collected 


Amount 

with the 
Treasurer 
during the 


Amount 

disbursed 


Amount 
of Rata 
temnining 
uncollected 


Balance at foot of the 
Troiisurcr's Account, 
at the close of 
the Month. 


Amunut fli 
Poor R.ite 
collected 


Nut 
Amount 
uf Debts on 
Ulst Out., 
deducting 


Net 

Amount 

to credit iil 
Unions, oil 


Not *■ 
Annual 
Value of 








contain. 


Mouth of 
October. 


including' 
other Rates 

Poor Hale 


during the 
Muutli. 


at the 
close of the 


In favour 


Against 


MoutliH 
endeil Olsl 


Trousuier’s 


tltfdiictiilg 

the 


PmpHfy 

rated in tbs- 
















Ouaediaus 


Guardians 




bands, il 


Amount ()l 
Liabilities 




Col. 








3 


i 


n 






8 


0 




11 


IS 


County oS Antrim, 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Antrim . 






700 


2,372 


2,375 


904 


3,960 


G84 










100,611 


Ballycastie 






300 


195 


195 


561 


151 


814 










Rallvmeua 






900 


1,579 


1,579 


899 


1,924 


397 












Bal^mooey 






' 700 
1,000 


122 

1,286 


122 

1,255 


317 

1,209 


6,940 

3,647 


1*409 


1,^2 


1,035 


1,6118 

936 




73,086 








400 


813 


813 


679 


1,635 


512 






448* 


72i437 

130,397 


Lisburn , 






800 






135 


4,327 




1,431 


2,467 


],9GS 


County of vfrmopft. 
























Armaeli . 






1,000 


1,090 


1,090 


692 


3,336 


312 




6,069 






174,072 

93,682 


Lurgan . 






800 




1,983 


■ -962 


•8,203 




1,936 


0,318 


2,769 




Coualy of Cavait. 
























Bailieborouch 






600 


806 


90S 


759 


4,741 


179 










ri 


Cavan . . 






1,200 


492 


492 


589 


1,750 




2 










Cootebill . 










• 695 


770 


1,650 


27 




3,390 


1,873 




7S'490. 


County of Donegal. 
























Ballysbannon 




. 


600 


176 


139 


135 


331 


2 












Pone;a] . 








429 


429 


166 


1,452 








'056 






BimfaiiicrhT 






300 


81 


14! 


184 


220 


40r> 








10^543; 


Glenties . 








■587 


687 


587 


483 












Inishowen. 








136 


219 


258 


228 












36;eo7 








500 


15 


15 


15 


2,77-2 


129 






















13 


123 














Strauorlat . 








32 


92 


256 


333 




k4 


1,649 


484 




29;402 


County of Bourn. 
























Baabri'Ice 






• 800- 


1,100 


1,141 


■ 1,581 


2,948 




673 








123,970 

197,393 


Downpatrick 
Kilksel , ' 






1,000 

300 


11 

'315 


900 
• 551 


267 
' 298 


163 

1,041 


634 

301 






512 


Nowtownards 






600 


918 


918 


725 

699 


3,870 

2,536 


796 


*449 


6,417 

5,346 


1*427 


77 


]29;651 

118^469 


County of Femanagh. 
























Boniskillen 
Lisnaskea . 
Lowcheratowu 






1,000 

500 

400 


350 

151 


25 

360 

120 


86 

lOO 

173 


675 

473 

&,3fl8 




907 

605 

603 


2,689 

2,451 

1,234 


6,437 

1,267 

1,047 




96,103 

46,919 

43,944 


County of Londonderry. 
























Coleraine . 
LoiiiIOQrlerrr 






700 

800 


783 

730 


934 

938 


541 

885 


1,909 

1,053 


12 




3,175 


108 




76,410 


Newtownlimavai!; 


■ 


600 


354 


1,317 

354 


1,802 

409 


7,046 

944 


’ill 


706 


2;S03 

2,573 


1,084 

286 




75i339 

65,630 


County of Monaghan. 
























Carrickmacros 
Caatleblaney 
Clones . . 
Muua)(Iiaa , 






500 

800 

600 

900 


996 

504 

292 

722 


999 

528 

292 

724 


606 

1,573 

225 

823 


4,511 

8,603 

467 

10,300 


525 

*179 

7 


3,609 


4,043 

1,241 

2,994 

3,152 


4*431 

602 

1,2-29 


196 


46,325 

63,473 

56,055 

94,431 


County of Tyro 


























Cattli’derg 
Cloeher . 
Coouti'wn . 
Ikun^nniin 
Oortin . . 
Omagh . 
Strab^ue . 






200 
500 
600 
800 
200 
800 
' 800 


426 

59 

150 

283 

300 

458 

683 


325 

59 

85 

283 

300 

458 

683 


14 

197 

1,264 

*361 


1,764 

4,300 

2,653 

165 

1,253 

391 

8,428 


24 

" 4 
*276 


*871 

278 

591 

*498 


873 

1,365 

1,953 

2,431 

747 

3,591 

1,325 


268 

1,446 

619 

1,418 

600 

1,044 

146 




21,790 

42,275 

56,550 

90.330 

15,751 

75,354 

81,529 


Total of Ulit 




28,200 


24,503 


27,161 


23,122 


119,476 
* Eatimatei 


8,507 ' 


14,886 


126,074 


47,823 


2,330 


3,320,183 
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PROVINCE OF MUNSTER. 





No. 


Anciimt of 
1'. or Rate 


Amount 
lodge il 


Amount 


Amount 
of Rate 


Balance at foot of the 
Treasurer's Account, 
at the close of 


Amount of 
Poor Rale 
collected 


Net 

Amount 
of Debts on 
31st Oct., 
deducting 


Net 

rumaiaiug 
to credit uf 


Net • 
Aiimial 


Nume uf Unions. 


House 


ci'llt'i'led 
(luriiit; the 
Mantii of 
CIc'obei. 


dining the 
Month, 
including 
oilier Rates 

Poor Rate. 


by the 






Unioiis, on 


_ya!ue of 


contain. 


during the 
Month. 


at the 
close of the 
Month. 


In favour 
of the 
Gruardians. 


Against 

the 

Guardians. 


Months 
ended 3ist 
October. 


Balance in 
Treasurer’s 
hands, if 


deducting 

the 

Amount of 
Liabilities. 


rated in the 


C. 1.1 


, i , 


4 


6 


0 


T 


8 


0 


10 


11 1 IS 


Comily of Clare. 


C. 




£. 




£. 


£. 


• £. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 




bOII 


1.216 


Ii22l 


826 


15,015 


1,235 




6,458 




.047 


101,222 




(itjO 




1,395 




6,299 






.3,389 


1,203 






Kitiush .... 


tl’O 


•147 


247 


34 


14,882 




768 


1,285 


3,193 




69,449 


ScarifI’ ..... 


CUD 




33S 


230 


2,474 


215 




936 


5,889 






County of Cark. 


























900 


50 


53 


819 


9,684 


3,731 




0,711 




3i017 


136,156 




GUO 








544 




409 


999 


3,879 








2,000 


2,'ioi 


7,203 


1,747 


9,224 


3,452 




35,746 




3,075 




Dumnanway . . . 


400 


90 


90 


170 


6,718 




200 


2,490 


484 






900 


• 2,(i')0 


2,685 


1,938 


-21,010 


^2 




7,796 










SOU 


1,844 


1,852 


2,037 


834 


86 




7,701 


4,995 








000 


SOI) 


800 


378 


4,672 


528 




3,052 


• '251 






GOO 


907 


907 


691 


3,637 


297 




3,633 


491 








rou 




2,954 


2,019 


11,016 


2,100 




7,732 




• T,800 




Wiilillatoii . . . 


'sou 


1,942 


2|0-23 


20 


24,946 


532 




3,021 






Skibbereen . . . 


sou 


521 


725 


1,368 


1,823 


50 




5,455 






98,255 


County Ilf Kerry. 


































199 






907 


1,787 




24,366 




GUO 


307 


6-14 


60 


4,236 


737 




642 


2,065 






Killarncy .... 


sou 


C 


6 


No Return 


224 




1,950 










700 


2.39 






731 


360 




4,574 






97,558 


Ttslue ..... 


1,000 


4,005 


4,005 


3,087 


13,073 


1 ,394 




9,184 








County of Lima'ick. 




3,383 


3,097 


2,464 


16,201 


492 




5,507 


4,01.1 




177,880 








3,444 


1,223 


36,037 


269 




15,290 


3,359 








GSU 


2,844 


2,6U8 


1,774 


I5,oor> 


820 




5,068 


3,015 


‘223 




Rathkrale .... 


GfiO 


1,035 


1,055 


565 


15,392 


1,203 


•• 






138,337 


Cuunij of Tii>pcrary. 




1,038 


1,031 




8,893 


248 




3,332 


3,829 




89,871 






1,290 


1,195 


1,018 


17,320 


697 
















828 


-828 


S'.'O 


7,361 


605 








. 2^706 








2,830 


2,849 


1,269 


7,390 


3,649 




12,401 


2', 236 






1,000 


2,U54 


2,054 


1,633 


21,763 


451 


















801 




2 
















878 


977 


1,047 


2,441 




82 


3,968 




2j^7 




Tiiipcrory .... 


700 


2,458 


2,578 


1,359 


16,558 


3,690 








148,3.6 


County of Walc^ord. 




















2,303 


94,691- 

64,583 


Dimgarron . . 


COO 


3,371 


3,571 


1,086 

6 


10,561 

7,732 


2,987 


“ 4 


4,994 

2,001 


ljtl4l 


M'aterford .... 


900 


1,913 


1^13 


47-3 


9,283 


506 










]j3,V/1 


Total of JUunster . 


20,210 


30,362 


55, .^75 


30,067 


362,791 


31,168 


3,592 


211,881 


55,764 


• 17,897 


3,777,103 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 



County of Carlow. 
Carlow ... . 


800 


2,339 


2,339 


2,140 


12,893 


596 




7,169 


530 




179,037 


County ofDiiJWa. 






1,012 


962 


2,471 




31 


3,745 


171 




94,521 








4,221 


4,041 


13,921 


1,320 


















3,117 


1,846 


16,910 


9,370 




3,556 


*056 


5o9,94.r 


Rathduwn ■ . 1 . 


600 


1,150 


1,150 


. 1,429 


5,302 










County of KiWe^e. 








698 


11,446 


36 




3,343 


2,124 




102,881 


Celbridge .... 


400 

550 


273 

2,171 


435 

2,170 


No Return. 
946 


444 

10,751 


101 

1,707 




3,776 


236 




135,232 


County of Kilhettny. 


















1.369 




84,103- 












11,079 


57 




4,137 




Kilkenny «... 


1,092 


1,092 


11092 


1.087 


i,ir.3 




961 






• .. • 




King's Connly. 








29-2 


4,713 


192 




2,514 


573 




98,634 

r09,286 








248 




15,009 


113 










Tullamore .... 


700 


1,373 


1,231 


878 


8,205 















2N2 '■ 
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PAPEKS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 

Financial Return, October, 1847 — continued. 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER— cPBiiiiiiei. 



Name of Unions. 


No. 
House 
Imilt to 


Amount of 
Poor Rate 
collech'd 

Muntii of 
October. 


Amount 
lodged 
tiitli the 
Trensiifor 
during the 
Month, 


Amount 

distiuised 

Trenbiirur 


Amount 
of Kato 
remaining 
tincollecied 


llakncc at font of the 
Tro.isuvor's Account, 
at the dose of 
the Month. 


Amount ol 
Pour Rato 
cullectuil 
in tlieKigh 


Not 

.Amount 
Ilf DeliU m 
.ItstOef., 
deducting 
the 


Net 

Amciunt 
remaining 
to credit iil 
Uniuiiv uu 


Net 
Annual 
Value uf 




contain. 


including 

Rato# than 
Poor Rate. 


during the 
Mouth. 


of the 
Mouth. 


Ill favour 
of the 
Giiordiaits. 


Against 

the 

Guardians. 


cndt'il Slot 
Oetohov. 


lialancu in 
Treusurer's 
hande, if 
any. 


dediU'Ciiig 

the 

Ainuunt of 
Lialiililies. 


tilted 'in the 
Unieu. 


Col. 1. 


3 










T 






10 


u 


12 


County of LoBdford. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Gr&intnl .... 


COO 


44.8 


443 


No Return. 


2,594 


103 




1,200 


2,336 






Longrurd .... 


1,000 


1,330 


1,330 


1,248 


8,070 




901 


5,42.3 


2,298 




124,496 


Coiiaty of Iduth. 
Ai'dee 


coo 


I «as 


1,705 


1,852 


C,IS9 


29 




5,128 


1,144 






Droelieda .... 


800 


1,700 


1,760 


844 


7,103 


684 




6,791 


649 






Dundalk .... 


800 


630 


696 


1,033 


3,906 


310 




5,002 


271) 




106,680 


County of Meath. 
























Dunsliaiiglilin • . 


400 


1,526 


1,526 


401 


2,277 


1,2.52 




4,117' 




879 






600 


791 


1,092 


857 


7,830 


321 












Navan .... 


soo 


655 


568 


398 


870 




314 










Oldcaslle .... 


600 


2,527 


2,668 


1,938 


6,662 
















500 


716 


716 


292 


2,388 


1,338 




2,847 




603 


100,634 


Queea’s Coanty. 
























Ahheylfix .... 


500 


1,139 


928 


921 


7,168 


21 


.. 


3,406 








Motiimnellick , . . 


800 


1,339 


1,343 


1,904 


10,950 




972 


5,364 


275 




89,914 


Coonty of ir«tmea<A 
Athlone .... 


900 


aaa 


398 


418 


3,121 




794 


4,692 








Mullingar .... 


BOO 


531 


531 


SO 


2,814 


002 




5,740 




428 


190,944 


County of Wexford. 
























Enniscoitliy . . . 


COO 


167 


157 


111 


16,843 




119 


2,875 










500 


691 


' 691 


295 


2,017 


9.95 




5,097 








New Ross .... 


900 


1,265 


l',285 


1,112 


16,872 
















eoo 


444 


501 


448 


14,457 


132 




4,4lS 


449 




113,714 


County of IFi'tXfoar. 
























B.aUiiisIass . . . 


soo 


661 


661 


376 
















Rathdruni .... 




934 


934 


731 














153446 

0M85 


Shillelagh. . . .• 




13 




No Return. 


91 




1,315 


370 


1,922 




Total of Leinster . 


24,850 


37,127 


38,081 


30,135 


243,411 


24,105 


5,849 


178,233 


46,278 


11,3C1 


4,624,542 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




AND STATE OF THE UNIONS, IN IRELAND. 

Financial Return, October, 1847 — emainued. 



257 



Ilame of Unions. 


No. 

House 


Amount of 
l»oor Hate 
collected 
during the 
.Month of 
October. 


with the 
Treasurer 
during the 
Mouth, 
including 
iitlier Rates 
than 

Poor Rate. 


Amount 
disbuised 
by tlio 


Amount 
of Race 
remaining 


Balance at foot of the 
Treasurer’s Aceiiunt 
at the close of 
the Month. 


Amount of 
Poor Rato 
collected 


' Net 
Amount 
of Debts on 
31st Oct., 
deducting 


^Net 

remaining 
to credit of 


Net 
An uual 
Value of, 


contain. 


during the 
Montli. 


at the close 
of the 
1 Month. 


In favour 
of 

Guardians. 


Against 
' the 

Guardians, 


Months 
ended 31st 
Octeher. 


Balance in 
Treasurer’s 
' hands, if 
any. 


dedueiiiig 

the 

Amount of 
Liabilities. 


rated in the 


Col.l 


2 


3 


4 


5 


0 


T 


8 


0 


10 


U 


13 


Ulster 

Himster .... 
lei’ister .... 
Coiuiauijht- . . . 1 


29,200 
20,210 ' 
24,850 
U.COO ' 


£. 

24,503 

.50,352 

37,127 

9,263 


£. 

20,101 
55, 555 
38,081 
9,208 


£. \ 
23,122 
30,067 
30,135 
6,563 


£. 

119,475 
302,791 ' 
243,411 
138,370 


£. 

8,507 

31,168 

24,195 

574 


£. 

14,886 

3,592 

5,849 

4,455 


£. 

120,074 
211,881 
178,238 
■ 32,016 


£. 

47,823 

55,764 

46,278 

65,496 


£. 

2,330 

17,897 

11,861 


£. 

3,320,133 

3,777,103 

4,624,543 

1,455,643 


Total of iretmd • 
Total lot previous! 
month . . • 1 


93.8GO 


121,255 

73,358 


129,015 

90,151 


90,507 

08,590 


854,049 

810,452 


54,444 

39,965 


28,872 

29,841 


543,204 ' 
425,949 


215,361 

250,346 


1 19,750 


13,187,421 



it of poor-rate cnltecteil during the month of Od 
It lodged with the treasurers during the month, 
it disbursed by the treasurers during the mouth 



other receipts than rate . . 

»ouQis, at the close of the munth, in favour of SO Unions 
counts, at the ciuse of the month, agaiost 38 Unions . • 



121,255 

129,015 

90,507 

304,049 



£. 



The numlMir of Unions in which tliu debts of the Guardians to contractors, treasurers, or others (exclusive of all loans obtained from Govemtreaf, 
or IVomiiriveteparticaiSimp'.y for building purposes), on the 31st October, exceeded the amount uf money in the tressurevs’ hands, was 105; 
and the net amount of the debts of those UniuiiS, deducling the money in their trouBurers’ hands, was • ‘ ‘ / 2lo,3ul 

The number of Unions in which the debts of the Guardians to coutrectors, treasurers, or otiicrs (exclusive of all loans obtained from Goveinruenr, 
or from private uarties, simply for building puiposes), un tho 29th September, exceeded ihe amount of money m the treasurers bands, was 

117; and tho net amount of tiip debts of those Unions, deducting the money in the treasurots’hnuds, was . . . . • • • • • • 

.The iiumher of Unions in which the money in tlio ttvasurers’ hnuds on tlieSlW October exceeded the debts of the Guardians was 25; and the net 

nmimul romainiiig in the hands of (lio trenanrers of those Unions, deducting tliB debts, was • • • • ' ,‘.l* 

The mimlHSr of Unions in which the money in the IrcaBururs’ hands on the 29th September exceeded the debts of the Guardians was 1.1; and the 

net uinounl remaining in the bands of the treasurers of those Unions, deducting the debts, was 

The ciirri'iit expenses of the month of October wotu about > ' 

or £34,085 less than tlie amount of ]ioor-ialu collected during the month. p, „„ 

Thccum'iitexjienses Ilf the month of September wore about 

or £9,962 less than tlw amount of poor-rate collected during the month. 57 811 

The current expenses of the month of August were about > 

or £>,452 more than tho amount of poor-rate collected during the month. 
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258 PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 






AND STATE OF THE UNIONS, IN IRELAND. 259 



PAUPERS IN WORKHOUSES;— 



\In continuation of Returns in Tkird Series of Poor Law Correspondence of last Session.] 



SUMMARIES of Weekly Returns of the Numbers of Paupers in the Work- 
houses in the several Provinces in Ireland, and Fever Hospitals connected 
therewith, from May to November, 1847, inclusive, and in the correspond- 
ing Weeks in the previous Years 1846 and 1845 respectively; showing 
the Amount of Workhouse Accommodation, Numbers of the sevei’al 
lasses of Paupers in each Workhouse, the Increase or Decrease thereof 
in each Week as compared with the previous Week of this Year, and 
also with the corresponding Weeks of the previous Years, the Numbers 
of Fever Patients, and of Deaths. — Also, 

SUMMARY of Workhouse Returns, showing the Number of Inmates of the 
Workhouses in the several Provinces of Ireland at the close of each Week 
in 1845, 1846, and 1847. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 



WOUKHOUSE 



Week ended Saturday, May 8, 1847 



NAMES OF PliOVINCKS. 


Populotion 

iisoording 

ofisM. 


i| 

u 

H 

!l 

I'S 

■s| 


1 Workhouse Accommodation. 


Niunbor of Paupers in the 


No. of 
Pauiiers 
the 
Work. 

giually 

laledtu 

contain. 


No. thu 
Euspitals 

culatud 

(o 

contain, 


No. for 
which 
acldi- 

Accom- 
modatioD 
ha* boon 
provided 


Total 
No. for 
which 

Province 


Able-bodied. 


ChiUlron 

15 Years 
of Ago. 


Side in the 
Workhouse Iloaiatali. 




Moles. 


Female*. 


Total. 


Fever 

Patients 


Other 


ToUI. 


UrJTEii . . Sat. 8 May, 1847 

, , 9 May, 1846 

,, 10 May, 1845 
JluKsiEtt. . ,, 8 May, 1847 

, , 9 May, 1846 

,, 10 May, 1845 
LiissTElt . . , . 8 May, 1847 

, , 9 May, 1616 

, , 10 May, 1843 
CONKAVOUT . ,, 8 Hay, 1847 

,, 9 May, 1840 

,, 10 May, 1845 

Total of 

iSKilSi" 


2,362,132 

2,433,347 

2,006,036 

1,370,753 

ii 


43 

35 

34 

18 


26,200 

26*210 

24^850 

14)600 


1,444 

'ots 

*698 

'i24 


3,793 

S)783 

5)394 

*368 


33 

35 

SO 

15 


437 

611 

942 

092 


1,2.)3 

461 

345 

1,6’I6 

903 

057 

1,150 

621 

575 

651 

266 

226 


3,899 

'uftO 

4,366 

1,996 

1,409 

3,975 

1,862 

1,713 

1,490 

481 

384 


5,152 

1,850 

l,32.i 

6,002 

2,989 

2,060 

5,131 

2)141 

767 

610 


13,368 

5,450 

3,9.35 

12,091 

7,302 

4,989 

11,679 

7,-m 

6,122 

3,307 

1,8!I3 

1,560 


3,045 

175 

213 

3,368 

296 

171 

2,264 

217 

166 

975 

56 

47 


3,425 

1,470 

1,070 

4,666 

2,466 

1,899 

4,160 

2,520 

2,001 

3,897 

480 

382 


6,470 

l,64d 

1,'J83 

8,234 

2,762 

2,070 

6,421 

2,737 

2,167 

2,872 

536 

428 


8,174,208 


130 


93,860 


2,634 


18,338 


115 


182 


4,696 

2,361 

1,797 


13,730 

5,728 

4,486 


18,426 

8,089 

6,283 


40,44.) 

21,847 

16,606 


9,652 

744 


14,348 

6,936 

5,352 


24,000 

7,030 

6,949 




Week 


ended Saturday 


May 15, 1847, 


Ui.STKU . . Sat. 15 May, 1817 
,, 16 May, 1846 
,, 17 May, 1845 
MuNSTsa . ,, 15 M.iy, 18J7 
„ 16 hlay, 1846 
,, 17 May, 1840 
Leiksteh , ,, 15Miiy,18J7 
,, 16 May, 1846 
,, 17 May. 1845 
Cjnsauoiit . ,, 15 May, 1847 
, , 16 May, 1846 
, , 17 May, 1845 


2,362,132 
,435,347 
,006, *036 
,37u’753 


43 

35 

3! 

is 


26,200 

2c);il0 

24,830 

14,'000 


1,104 

*018 

‘778 

'204 


4,143 

8)830 

5)044 

'2G8 


33 

35 

31 

15 


447 

678 

272 

092 


1,260 
453 
3I.5 
1,537 
1,070 
636 
1,215 
640 
590 
62 L 
275 
220 


4,027 

1,385 

931 

4,413 

2,112 

1,410 

8,979 

1,864 

1,686 

1,373 

486 

370 


5,287 
1,838 
1,246 
5,950 
3,188 
2, 0-18 
5,191 
2,5<I4 
2,276 
1,994 
761 
596 


13,378 
5,293 
3,757 
12,48.5 
7,2B!1 
4,975 
11,888 
7,271 
6,068 
3, .571 
1,755 
1,498 


3,002 
288 
20.5 
3, 163 
315 
175 
2,218 
241 
151 
771 
69 
50 


3,269 

1,360 

1,052 

4,992 

2,528 

1,877 

4,126 

2,538 

2,907 

2,472 

471 

351 


6,271 

1,648 

1,217 

6,155 

2,84.1 

2,032 

6,344 

2,77!) 

2,158 

3,243 

540 

401 




Tutal uf 1 


,174,208 


30 


03,660 


2,724 


18,905 


115 


469 


4,63.3 

2,444 

1,769 


13,702 

5,847 

4,397 


18,425 

8,291 

6,166 


41,322 

21,668 

16,298 


9,154 

013 

581 


14,859 

6,897 

6,287 


24,013 

7,810 

5,8CS 



LaiNBTER 

CowKiVOUT . 



ta May, If 

13 May, II 

14 May, 1! 
!2 May, I! 
!3 May, If 
14 May, I! 
12 May, It 



18-lS 
1847 
1646 
1343 

iSal. 22 May, 1847 
J , , 23 May, 1846 
t ,, 24 May, 1845 



!3 mIj’ 
!4 May, 



2,362,132 

2,435,’347 

2,006^036 

S70,'7S3 

18,174,268 |l30 



Week ended Saturday, May 22, 1847, 



915 

4,532 

2,118 

1,410 

4,075 

1,843 

1,609 

1,227 

418 

345 



5,481 


13,6.15 


3,118 


3,137 


6,255 


1,857 


5,327 


236 


1,404 


1,010 


1,240 


3,708 


239 


979 


1,218 


6,161 


12,411 


3,039 


4,788 


7,627 


3,221 


7,2.-)8 


341 


2,508 


2,849 




4,869 


127 


1,958 


2,085 


5,338 


11,694 


2,338 


4,029 


6,357 


2,460 


7,191 


248 


3,511 


2,759 


2,180 


5,831 


t45 


1,952 


2,097 


1,817 


3,265 


771 


2,499 


3,270 


677 


1,664 


69 


498 


567 


554 


1,355 


46 


365 


4II 


18,787 


41,025 


9,266 


14,4.53 


23,719 


8,215 


21,350 


894 


6,921 


7,815 


6,029 


15,766 


657 


5,254 


6,611 



Ui.snsn . . Sat. 29 May, 1847 
,, 30 May, 1846 

,, 31 May, 1845 

Miwtsa . ,, 29Mav, 1847 

,, 30 May, 1846 

,, SI May, 1843 

LeiMvsB . ,, 29 May, 1847 

, t 30 May, 1 846 

,, 31 May, 1843 

CoNNacoST . ,, 20 May, 1847 

30 May, 1846 
I, 31 May, 1345 

Total of 

» 30 May. 1846 



2,362,132 


43 


28,200 


1,104 


4,168 


33,472 


2,435)347 


35 


2g)-M0 


'eis 


9)114 


35)942 


2,006,036 


34 


24)650 


'828 


5)726 


31)404 


1,370)753 


is 


14)e00 


244 


320 


15)164 


9,174,368 


ISO 


9.3,860 


2,794 


416,328 


115,982 



Week ended Saturday, May 29, 1847, 



4,750 

2,478 

1,669 



4,419 

2,110 

1,465 

3,497 



1,249 

6,071 

3,240 

2,110 

4,600 

2,068 

1,801 

1,670 



17,981 

7,918 

5,714 



13,959 

5,334 

3,722 

12,360 



10,611 

6,576 

5,279 

3,189 

1,759 

1,393 



40,259 

20,918 

15,302 



4,558 

2,598 

2,013 

4,015 

2,376 

1,846 

2,639 



14,207 

6,765 

5,226 



6,114 



pauper* m the workhoase* of the BalUntobe, Castlebar, Clones, and Mactoom Unions, at the period* atated. 
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Retcrks. 



ami correspoiiiliiig Periods in 1846 and 1845. 



Woiklinuse 


ia each Pi 


vincc. 














Fever 


Patients removed 


































Tolal 
Number 
in Work- 


Decrease 


Increase or Decrease 
in Number of 


Average 

Weeltly 


unconnected with Wurkliouscs. 


































Total 






in IVurIchousea in 











Deaths 






Femaiea 




Number 

Wurk- 

kousea. 


in last 
prefedinjj 
Week 
ot^rehout 


compared 
with the 


pcesen 


Year, 


nauce jtev 

Heatl 


Number 


in Week of 1847, 


during the 
Peril, ds 




ag.'d ib 


upwards, 


Tula!. 


\veek gf 
present 
Yenr. 


As 

compared 


Aa 


(ertcUw.ve 

Clothing). 


Week in 
Year. 


As 

cQni]uited 


As 

compared 














with 1816. 


with 1645. 














1,537 


2,478 


4,135 


29,736 


29,040 


690 


18,061 


21,140 


». d. 

1 Hi 


4 


D16 


3 


552 




1,008 


1,438 


2,536 


11,67.) 








1 6 


20 






32 




821 


1,074 


1,805 


8,506 












1 






25 




2,320 


3,419 


5, 739 


32,859 


33,ieo 


D.301 


15,296 


20,312 


2 li 
1 8i 


242 


207 


237 


696 




1.773 


2,476 


4,240 


17,563 










35 






80 




1,405 


1,701 


3,196 


12,547 












5 






CO 




2,03') 


3,100 


6,733 


28,969 


28,920 


49 


12,245 


14,816 


2 


III 


93 


io2 


419 




1,804 


2,408 


4,302 


16.724 










1 10( 


18 






72 




1,593 


1,893 


3,586 


14,163 










1 Gf 


9 






42 




535 


751 


1,316 


10, 149 


10,407 


D.258 


6,490 


7,153 


2 34 


45 


45 


45 


396 




220 


234 


463 


3,659 










1 Di 








7 




203 


199 


397 


2,996 










1 4J 








9 




7,167 


9,758 


15,925 


101,713* 


101,533* 


160 


52,092 


163,411 


2 1 


462 


329 


387 


2,063 




4,9D'l 


6,556 


11,050 


49,621 










1 9 


73 










4,217 


4,857 


9,074 


38,302 










1 5i 


IS 






136 



aod corresponding periods of 1846 and 1845. 



1,612 


2,506 


4,118 


30,210 


29,736 






21,750 


1 Ui 
1 8 


49 


27 


46 


475 


1,033 


1,431 


2,461 


11,749 


















799 


1,032 


1,8.31 


8,466 










1 3i 










2,515 


3,6.33 


6,148 


33,685 


33,451 


234 


15,804 


21,061 




431 


391 






1,765 


2, .330 


4,095 


17,881 










1 si 


40 








1,536 


1,715 


3,251 


12.024 










1 4 






”oi 




2,696 


3,248 


5,944 


29,370 


28,969 


401 


12,653 


15,226 








74 


1,888 


2,275 


4,U3 


16,717 










\ io| 








1,697 


1,945 


3,642 


14,144 










1 6f 










401 


549 


950 


10,364 


9,915 


U9 


6,863 


7,493 


2 


44 


44 






220 


225 


44.') 


3,501 










1 9i 










195 


181 


376 


2.871 










1 4| 










7,224 


9,936 


17,160 


103,6291- 


102,0711 


1,558 


53,781 


65,530 


2 I 


585 


503 


564 


1,893 


4,906 


6,261 


11,167 


49,848 








1 9i 










4,227 


4,673 


9,100 


38,699 










1 4 


' 









and corresponding; periods of 1846 and 1845. 



~ 


1,757 


2,547 


4,304 


30,357 


29,313 


1,044 


18,910 


22,201 


1 Hi 


102 


87 


09 


512 




1,037 


1,386 


2,423 


11,447 






































1 3i 












2,498 


3,610 


C,iUS 


33,725 


33,683 


40 


15,649 


2i,il8 


2 H 






453 






1,707 


2,379 


4,086 


r8,07G 






















1,407 




3,045 


12,6117 






















2,670 


3,008 


o,6;8 


29,877 


29,370 


607 


13,070 


15,^7 














1,870 


2.326 


4,196 


16,807 










1 10^ 












1,646 


2,012 


3,658 


14,060 










I 4 


6 










412 


585 


997 


10,9118 


10,689 


319 


7,-212 










1 






210 


214 


424 


3,696 








h 


1 Oi 












171 


167 


338 


2,946 






















7,337 


9,750 


17,087 


164,8071 


102, 957^ 


1,910 


54,841 


67,098 


2 1 


657 


584 


621 


1 , 722 




4,824 


6,305 


11,129 


50,026 


















iJo 




4,034 


4,833 


8,867 


37,789 










1 ftj 








11 / 


. — 





























and cprresponding periods of 1846 and 1645. 





1,834 

1,033 

795 

2,551 

1,671 

1,391 

1,964 

1,406 

1,277 

503 

216 

179 


2,665 

1,400 

1,016 

3,641 

2,357 

1,619 

2,654 

1,775 

’671 

239 

189 


4,499 

2,433 

1,810 

6,192 

4,028 

3,010 

4,518 

3,183 

2,766 

1,174 

455 

363 


30,913 
11,420 
6,129 
33,. 174 
18,073 
12,728 
29,422 
16,346 
13.624 
10,274 
3,662 
2,960 


30,387 
33 j 725 
29i007 
9^965 


556 

D.'351 

‘415 

'309 


19,493 

is’soi 

13l076 

6^612 


22,784 

20‘Ub 
16', m 
7)314 


1 111 
■ 1 8 

1 1 
2 4i 
I 104 

1 e| 

2 4 
; ? 


75 
12 
2 ' 

485 

73 

17 

11 

1 

" 1 


63 

*426 

"78 

D. 1 


73 

'468 


469 

37 

27 

550 

50 

50 

346 

S4 

39 

265 

13 

12 




6.825 


9,631 


16,383 


103,983} 


103,054} 


929 


54,482 


66,542 


2 1 


649 


552 


629 


1,630 




4,323 


5,771 




49,501 






















3,642 


4,312 


7,954 


37,441 










I 5^ 











1 These totets do not include the numbers in the Bttilinrobo, Cnnbriilge, Clones, and Macvoom woilchouses, at the periods stated. 

S These totals do not include tlie number o£ paupers ia the Bolliiuube, Banbridge, CHfdeii, Clones, Mncioom, Rathdtuin, and Tuam vtorkhoiisoa at the 
periods statedo ^ ^ 
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NAMES OF PROVINCES. 



Sat. 5 June, 
1 1 6 Juue. 

, , 6 June, 
,, 6 June. 

,, 5 June, 
,, 7 Juno, 



rSat. SJiine, 1847 
< ] , 8 June, ] il46 
[ ,, 7 June, 1845 



Workhouse AccommodaUoQ. 



PuptiUlion 

according 

to 

Census 
of 1841. 


J| 

I-; 

II 

t3.9 


No. of 
Paujurrs 
the 

Work- 

houses 

ginally 
Cillcu- 
biteil to 


No. the 
riospitfti 

culated 

to 


No. for 
provided. 


2,362,132 


43 


28,200 


1,104 


4,168 


2,43s!347 


35 


2o!210 


*618 


9! 189 


2, 006,’ 038 


34 


24, 'iso 


1,'678 


si492 


1,370,753 


is 


14,600 


’344 


’220 


8,174,268 


30 


93,660 


3,144 


10, USD 1 



Week ended Saturday, June 5, 1847 ~ 

Number of Paupers in the 



Total 
No. for 



Males. 


Femiilcs 


Total. 


iJliildren 

15 Yours 
of Ago. 


Patients 


Other 


Total, 


1,418 


4,0G6 


5,484 


13,777 


3,172 


2,900 




405 


1,330 


1 ,645 


5,237 


2, -.5 


1,302 




332 


90S 


1,240 


3,7U2 


109 


926 




1,710 


4,497 


C,2IG 


13,346 


2,453 


4,614 




1,165 


2,217 


3,382 


7,618 


441 


2,570 




609 


],4S7 


2,186 


5,313 


127 


2,010 




1,099 


3,043 


4,742 


10,953 


2,4G8 


4,517 




5.39 


1,634 


2,173 


6,740 


282 


2,686 




498 


l,3'-7 


1,855 


5,435 


1,53 


2,129 




337 


1,137 


1,C74 


3,450 


1,006 


2,157 


3.163 


274 


411 


685 


[,408 


59 


424 


483 


20G 


289 


405 


1,114 


53 


290 


35'3 


4,773 


13,343 


18,116 


41,526 


9,090 


14,188 


23,287 


2,473 


5,612 


8, OSS 


•'1,003 


1,037 


1I,9S2 


8,010 


1 , 735 


4,041 


5,775 


15,584 


532 


6,364 


5,806 



Sick in the 

Workliouse Hospitals. 



Sat. 12 June, 
, , 13 Juur, 

12 June! 
, , 13 June, 
,, 14 June. 
,, 12 June, 
,, 13 June, 
,, 14 June, 
,, 12 June, 
, , 13 June, 
, , 14 June, 



'.1.1 ot f0.12Iu„.,ll 



,362,132 
.435, ’347 

.ooe^oss 

,370, "733 



,174,268 



26,210 
24! 850 
]4,'600 



03,860 



Week ended Saturday, June 12, 1847, 



3,270 

1,410 

1,260 

1,105 



3,732 

12,604 

7,387 



22,137 

7,305 

3,510 





Week euded Snturdnv, June 19, 1847. 


• 


Sat. 19 June, 1847 
, , 20 June. 1846 


2,362, 132 


43 


28,200 


1,208 


4,278 


33,686 


1,530 


4,245 


5,775 


14,546 


2,081 


2,854 


5,815 




. . 21 June, 1845 














487 


1,34-2 


1,829 

1.230 

5,081 


5,-’33 


201 


1,346 


1,547 


MuNSTsn. 


, , 19 June, 1847 
, , 20 June, 1846 


2,435i347 


35 


26iho 


’770 


8i721 


35i701 


342 

1,644 


917 

4,337 


3,872 

12,710 


152 

2,216 


942 

4,368 


1,004 

6,581 




,, 21 June, 1845 














1,133 


2,186 


3,321 


7,016 


422 


2,520 


2,942 


IiBntSTSK. 


,, 19 June, 1847 
,, 20 June, 1846 


2,006,036 


34 


24!s50 


‘786 


6, ’003 


31,630 


718 

1,270 


1 ,55-i 
3,895 


2,270 

5,165 


5,473 

11,673 


117 

2,890 


1,800 

3,934 


2,007 

6,924 




,, 21 June, 1S45 














660 


1,721 


2,381 


7,395 


259 


2,174 


2,433 


CoNNaranr 


,, 19 June, 1847 
, , 20 June, 1 846 


1,37o!753 


is 


14, *600 


’244 


'340 


I5,’i84 


553 

500 


1,576 

1,037 


2,129 

1,637 


5,984 

3,260 


no 

1,300 


1,686 

1,915 


2,(105 

3,215 




, , 21 June, 1845 














265 


398 


663 


1,470 


29 


456 


485 






" 










184 


200 


444 


1,028 


23 


354 


377 


Total of . 


Sat. 19 June, 1847 
, , 20 June, 1846 


8, 174, ■268 


130 


93,860 


3,008 


19,342 


116,210 


4,944 


13, .514 


18,458 


42, 189 


9,387 


13,071 


22,468 


Ireland. 


,, 21 June, 1845 














2,545 


5,640 


8,194 


22,014 


911 


6,496 


7,407 






— 










1,797 


4,305 


6,102 


16,357 


411 


5,072 


5,483 



. Sat. 26 June, 1847 
, , 27 June, 1846 
,, 28 June, 1845 
. ,, 26 June, 1847 
, , 27 June, 18J6 
,, 28 June, 1845 
. ,, 26 June, 1847 
,, 27 June, 1646 
,, 28 June, ISIS 
. ,, 26 June, 1847 
1 , 27 June, 1846 
,, 28 June, 1845 

fSat.26 June, 1847 
4 , , 27 June, 1846 
t , , 28 June, 1815 



2,362,132 


43 


2, 435, ‘347 


35 


2,0D6!o36 


34 


1,370,753 


ia 


8,174,268 


ISO 



Week ended Saturday, June 26, IS47, 



1,208 


4,278 


33,686 


1,431 


3,691 


5,3-22 


13 


806 


3,078 


2,813 


5,891 










1,252 


1,7-21 


5 


042 


174 


1,302 


1,476 


'784 


8i721 






895 


1,223 


i 


6!)3 




879 






1,541 


3,632 


6,073 


II 


660 




4,270 


6,347 










1,835 


2,873 




S94 


386 


2,332 


2,918 


iiio6 


5^73 


31 ,‘7-29 




1,265 


1,912 












1,191 


3,834 


5,026 


11 


676 


2,652 


3,976 


6,928 










1,728 


2,340 


7 


240 


247 


2,234 


2,481 


*244 


“S40 






1,533 






0.59 








15,184 


523 


1,038 


1,561 








3,139 








273 


408 


681 


1 


449 


40 


438 


478 










278 


462 




959 


20 


337 


357 


3,342 


19,112 


11,634 


4,686 


12,295 


16,981 


40 


319 


0,-203 


13,102 


22,305 










6,223 


7,595 


2(1 


625 


847 


6,5(16 


7.353 










3,971 


6,712 


16 


556 


362 


4,086 


5,348 



oda atnted. P P >0 Ballinrobe, Banbridge, Camck-ou-Shaonon, Olonqs, Paceoastown, and Sfrabane Workhoinoe at 11'' 
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and corresponding Periods in 1846 and 1845. 



Total 

Number 


Increase 

Decrease 


Increase or Decrease 
in Number of 

Workhouses in present 
Year. 


Average 

Weekly 


Fever Patients removed 
to Fever Iduspiials, 
unconneeied with Workhouses. 


houses 
in lost 
preceding 


l^’eek '■ 
compared 
with the 
ptecediuit 
Week uf 
present 
Yeui. 


Mainte- 
nance per 
Head 
(exclusive 
of 

Clothing). 


Number 


Increase or Decrease 
in Week of 1847, 


present 

Yeai'. 


As 

compared 
with 1846. 


As 

with 1845. 


Week in 
pieseut 
Year. 


As 

compared 
with 1846. 


As 

c empard 
with 1845. 


30,913 


276 


19,810 


23,019 


a. d. 

1 Ui 
1 B 


145 

9 


136 


144 


33^979 


D.*731 


14^832 


20)302 


2 'll 


1 

510 


'441 


"479 


soj-ies 

10*303 


D.*625 

*134 


13)609 

7)345 


15)639 

8,118 


1 5! 

54 

1 6i 

2 4 

1 9i 
1 5 


"97 

14 

1 

S 


"83 

5 


"96 

*’ 3 


105,657* 


D. 946 


54,996 


67,078 


2 1 


757 

93 

33 


665 


724 



■Workhouses in each Provini 



All other Claeses, 


upwards. 


Females 
aged 15 

upwards. 


Total. 


1.797 


2,647 


4,444 


1,031 


1 ,392 


2,423 


7U7 


3,033 


1,830 


2,586 


3,546 


6,132 


1,783 


2,464 


4, ‘247 


1,478 


I,6!I2 


3,170 


2,142 


2,780 


4,922 


1,440 


1,797 


3,237 


1,373 


1,506 


2,881 


536 


687 


1,223 


2U7 


235 


442 


158 


173 


331 


7,06t 


9,600 


16,721 


4,461 




10,349 


3,806 


4,404 


8,212 



18..J16 

20.637 

16,628 

13,998 

10,657 

3,292 

2.S19 



104,71l» 

49,716 

37,633 



No. of 
Ueslhs 
(luriiijt the 
FeviodB 



and corresponding periods in 1846 and 1845. 




and corresponding periods in 1846 and 1845. 





1,758 

1,029 

771 

2,722 

1,769 

1,503 

2,601 

1,850 

1,681 

506 

216 

144 


2,673 

1,.394 

1,011 

3,032 

2.613 

1,790 

3,148 

2,190 

1,939 

671 

228 

150 


4,431 

2,423 

1,782 

0,654 

4,402 

3,293 

5,749 

4,040 

3,620 

1,177 

444 

298 


31,369 
11, ‘232 
8,068 
31,929 
18.581 
13,043 
39,100 
16,647 
14,058 
10,685 
3,616 
2,730 


30,583 

35,205 

30)l78 

io)ec5 


786 
D. s)276 
D*.’78 
D."i80 


20,137 

13)S48 

is)i'i3 

7)069 


23,301 

16)042 

7)955 


1 Hi 
l 8 

i ? 

1 n 

2 4 

vn 

2 4 

1 9J 
1 5 


57 

11 

4 

404 

56 

20 

164 

18 

3 

67 


46 

*348 

'U6 

*’67 


53 

*385 

'iei 

' 67 


463 

33 

21 

427 

58 

36 

312 

60 

25 

266 

8 

S 




7,587 


10,424 


18,011 


104,083'* 


106,831* 


D. 2,748 


54.007 


66,184 


2 1 


692 


603 








4,864 


6,4‘>5 


11,309 


50,078 








1 9i 


85 










4,099 


4,894 


8,993 


37,899 










1 5i 


27 






87 



and corresponding periods of 1846 and 1845. 





1,689 


2,576 


4,265 


30,343 


30,582 


D. 239 


19,370 


22,396 


1 Hi 


57 


47 










1,335 


2,362 


10,973 










1 S 


10 










766 


983 


1,743 


7,917 










1 3i 


4 










2,159 


3,300 


6,459 


31.239 


31,929 


D.'670 


12,694 


13,253 


2 2 


493 


443 








1,568 


1,922 


3,490 


18,365 










1 8i 


50 












1,309 


2,587 


13,006 










1 5| 


25 










2,569 


3,102 


5,671 


29.936 


30,100 


D. 164 


13,508 


15, Ml 


2 4 


no 


102 








1,868 


2,179 


4,047 


16,028 










1 lOi 


8 












1,847 


3,559 


14,015 










1 64 












457 


664 


1,121 


10,593 


10,703 


D. ilO 


6,962 


7,901 


2 4’ 












215 


237 


452 


3.631 










1 94 


2 










149 


159 


308 


2,692 










1 3 








6 




6,874 


9.642 


16,516 


102,131 


103,314 


D. 1,183 


62,734 


64,471 


2 1 


660 


590 








4,678 


5,673 


10,351 


49,397 










1 9i 


70 








— 




4,298 


8,197 


37,660 










1 5i 


29 






96 



* These totals do not include the number of paupets in ihe BaUrarohe, Banhridge, Clones, and 6ort workhouses at the periods stated. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS. 



Workhouse 



Piipiilation 

according 

Census 
uf 1841. 


|| 

•s'B 

as 

A 


Workhouse Accommodation, 


- 


No. of 
Paupers 
tlie 

Work- 
houses 
were ori- 
ginally 

lated to 
contain. 


No. the 
Fever 
Uiispitals 
arc cal- 
culated 
to 

contain. 


No.fur 

which 

addi- 

tional 

Accom- 

modation 

provided 


Total 
No. for 
which 

mudutioii 

Province. 


Ablc-hudicd, 


Ch ild ren 
of Ago." 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 






28,200 


, ,00 


4,208 


33,796 


1,447 


3,958 


5,403 


l.'l,474 














475 


1,240 


1,713 


5,133 














350 


892 


1,242 


3,812 




33 


26,210 


814 


8,721 


35,745 


1,067 


4,060 


5.727 


12, 117 














1,098 


2,124 


3,222 


7,530 














725 


1,525 


2,250 


5,421) 






24,830 


l,’2'i8 


5,735 


31,313 


1,226 


3,H46 


5,072 


12,1.57 














602 


1,71)9 


2,41)1 


7,3,i2 














362 


1,612 


2,174 


6,145 






14,000 


I44 


340 


15,184 


444 


910 


1,354 


2,847 














228 


344 


572 


1.247 














151 


252 


413 


941 




130 


93,860 


3,704 


19,004 


116,368 


4,784 


12,774 


17, .508 


411,595 














2,403 


5,507 


7,910 


21, 302 














1,798 


4,281 


0,079 


16,318 



Week crdei! Saturday, July 3, 1947 



NAMES OF PROVINCES. 



. Sat. 3 July, 1847 
,, 4 July, 1846 
, , 5 July, 1846 
,, 3July, 1847 
,, 4 July, 1816 
,, S July, 184'i 
. ,, 3 July, 1847 

,, 4July, 1S4G 
, , 5 July, 1843 
. ,, 3 July, 1847 

,, 4 July, 1816 
,, 5 July, 1843 

I Sat. 3 July, 1847 
^ „ 4 July, 1816 
I ,, 3 July, 1845 



Number of Paiipera ia iha 



Siclc in tha 
'Vfurictiousu HospitaT. 



12,430 

0,-170 

4,894 



21,476 

7,329 

3,290 



Week ended Salurdny, July 10, 1847, 



2,362,132 


43 


28,200 


1,412 


4,338 


33,950 


1,729 


4,122 


5,8.51 


14,31.3 


2,870 


2,779 


5,049 














513 


1,318 


1,831 


5,4.30 


163 


1,199 


1,362 














397 


966 


1,.363 


3.964 


60 


942 




2,435,347 


33 


26,210 


634 


8,681 


35,745 


1,666 


3,938 


5.604 


I2,0i)2 


1,714 


4,017 


5,731 














1,106 


2,122 


3,228 


7,056 


389 


2,537 


2,926 














729 


1,549 


2,278 


5,417 


122 


1,908 


2,030 






24,830 


1,306 


3,087 


31, M3 


1,298 


3,833 


.5,1.31 


12,180 


2,775 


3,477 


6,232 














588 


1,784 


2,-372 


7,. 385 


259 


2,24.3 


2,502 














551 


1,049 


2,2011 


6.138 


US 


1,891 


2,(IU6 






14,600 


U4 


ilo 


15,i84 


652 


1,102 


1,814 


3,3-3 


1,108 


1,734 


2,842 














237 


335 


(iU2 


1.294 


48 


444 


492 














167 


250 


417 


941 


2! 


335 


3J6 


3,174,268 


1.3U 


93,800 


3,816 


19,(1-16 


116,722 


5,-345 


13,055 


18,400 


41,928 


8,407 


12,007 


20,474 














2,444 


5,38!) 


8,033 


21,765 


859 


6,423 


7,252 






■■ 








1,844 


4,414 


6,258 


16,490 


338 


5,076 


5,414 



Sat. 10 July, 1847 
,, 11 July, 18-16 
,, 12Julv,1843 
. , , 10 July, 1847 

,, lljuly, 1840 
,, 12July, I84S 
, , , 10 July, 1847 

,, 11 July, 1840 
,, 12July, IB4j 
. ,, 10 July, 1847 
,, llJuU',1840 
,, l-ijuly, 1S45 

fSot 10 July, 1847 
{ ,, lljuly, 1846 
,, 12 July, 1845 



Week ended Saturday, July 17, 1847, 



Ulstgh . . 


Sat, l7.Tulv. 1847 


2,362,132 


43 


28,200 


1,462 


4,338 


34,000 


1,603 


4,212 




14,551 


2,710 


2,764 


5,474 






,, 18 July, 1846 














529 


1,38.1 


1,912 


6,540 


128 


1,274 


1,402 






,, 19 July, 1845 














4U 


1,015 


1,429 


4,110 


76 


990 


1,066 




Mdkbteh . 


njulv, 1847 


2,435,317 


3a 


26i2'0 


854 


8,631 


35,745 


1,000 


3,746 


5,346 


11,911 


1,433 


3,715 


5,148 






, , 18 July, 1646 














1,125 


2,139 


3,264 


7,705 


353 


2,251 


2.6U4 






.. IflJulv. 1845 














743 


1,571 


2,314 


5,522 


122 


1,904 


2,026 




LisniEiEa ■ 


,, 17Jvdy, 1847 


2,006,036 


34 


24,650 


l,lo6 


5^87 


31,343 


1,205 


3,796 


5,001 


11,915 


2,743 


3,445 


6.188 






,, 18 July. 1846 














566 


1,777 


2,343 


7,3,52 


264 


2,203 


2,467 






,, ID July, 1845 














551 


1,629 


2,180 


6,218 


93 


1,837 


1,931) 




CoKKAnenT. 


.. 17 July. 1647 


1,370,753 


18 


14,100 


344 


340 


15^284 


71! 


1,163 


1,!)74 


3,846 


1,175 


1.643 


2,818 






,, 18 July, 1846 














329 


512 


8-11 


1 ,8.16 


54 


426 


480 






, , 19 July, 1845 














247 


362 


609 


1,375 


19 


325 


344 






fS.if. 17 Jidy, 1847 


8,174,268 


130 


93,860 


3,966 


19,046 


116,872 


5,170 


13,017 


18,196 


42,223 


8,061 


11,567 


19,623 






f ,, 18 July, 1846 














2,549 


5,811 


8,360 


22,453 


799 


6,154 


6,963 






[ , . 19 July, 1845 














1,955 


4,577 


6,532 


17,225 


311) 


5,056 


5,366 






Wee 


: ended 


intnrda; 


, July 24, 1847, 


Ulsthi . . 


Sat. 24 July, 1847 


2,362,132 


43 


28,200 


1,462 


4.338 


34,000 


1,613 


4,145 


5,7.58 


15,017 


2,711 


2,775 


5,486 






,, 25 July, 1846 














529 


1,359 






)3I 


1,308 








,, 26 July, 1645 














410 


1,017 


1,427 


4,263 


71 


1.010 






JIOSSTEB . 


24 Julv. 1847 


2,435,347 


8a 


26,210 


I54 


8,681 


35,745 


1,550 


3,607 


6,167 


11,425 


1,383 


3,813 








,, 25 July, 1846 














1,096 


2,120 


3,216 


7,680 


277 


2,370 








,, 26 Julr, 1845 














767 


1,607 


2, .374 


5,532 


130 


1,855 






LnHSTEB • 


24 July, 1847 


2,006,036 


84 


24,850 


1,306 


5,687 


31,843 


1,161 


3,680 


4,841 


11,930 


2,582 


3,325 








,, 25 July, 1846 














561 


1,715 






268 


2,061 








.. 26 July. 1845 














556 


1,644 


2,200 


6,196 


88 


1,881 






COSKAOCHT. 


24 July, 1847 


1,370,753 


18 


I4,l00 


344 


I4O 


15,284 


713 


1,383 


2,096 


4,023 


1,223 


1,530 








,, 25 July. 1846 














319 






1,039 


48 


455 








,, 26 July, 1845 














248 


388 


636 


1,531 


22 


352 








rSat. 24 July, 1847 


8,17-1,268 


130 


93,860 


3,966 


19,046 


116,872 


5,037 


12,815 




42,395 


7,699 


11,443 


19,342 






f .. 26 July. 1846 














2,505 


5,671) 


8,184 


22,651 


724 


6,194 








1 ,, 26 July, 1845 




*’ 






.. 




1,931 


4,056 


6,637 


17,522 


311 


5,098 







* These totals <lo cot incIuHe the number uf paupers Id the BalUnrobe, Banbridge, CIodps, ami Gort workhouses at the prrioils stuted. 

I These Reliirna do not include the uumbet of paupers in the Baubrldge, Clones, Qort, and BalUnrobe workbuuaes at the periods stated. 
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Returns — continued. 



and corresponding Periods of 1846 oiid 1845. 



‘Workhouses in each Province. 


Total 
Number 
in Work- 
houses 
in last 
preceiliiip 
Week of 

Year. 


Increase 

Decrease 

Week 
ctimpared 
with the 
precedini; 
Week of 

Year. 


Increase or Decrease 
is Number of 
paupers in 

Workhouses iu present 
Fear, 


Aver.age 

Weekly 

Mainte- 
nance per 
Head 
(exclusive 
of 

Clothing.) 


Fever Patients removed 
, to Fever Hospitals, 
UQCODiiected with Workhouses. 


No. of 
Deaths 
duriug the 




All other Classes. 


Total 

Number 

Wu'rk- 


Number 
in the 
Week in 

Year. 


Increase or Decrease 
in Week of 1847, 


aged IS 
upwards. 


Females 
ngvd 15 

upwards. 


Total, 


As 


As 

compared 
with 1845. 


As 

compared 
with 1646, 


entnpared 

withl845. 




1,S93 


2,4i9 


4,012 


30,701 


31,073 


D. 371 


18,959 


22,851 




77 


07 


72 


385 




9»4 


1,2.11 


2,‘205 


11,04-2 










1 8 


10 






40 




750 


917 


1,667 


8,150 










1 Si 


5 












3,602 


S,983 


30,674 


31,239 


D. 585 


12,303 


17,717 


2 If 


364 


363 








1,744 


2,438 


4,182 


18,371 










1 8f 


1 






63 






1,668 


3,069 


12,957 










1 


2 










2,437 


3,‘tIO 


6,633 


29,430 


20,937 


D.486 


13,ic6 


is,sor 


2 4 


23 


21 




291 




1,906 


2,198 


4,054 


16.284 










1 lOf 


2 












1,942 


3,666 


13,943 










1 












373 


545 


918 


10,814 


10,593 


21 


6,924 


7,815 


2 3f 


30 


6 








IC4 


187 


351 


3,690 










1 4 


4 










125 


132 


237 


2,799 










1 ^ 












6,784 


9,782 


16,566 


101, 439* 


102,800» 


D.1,421 


62,053 


63,590 


2 1 


474 


457 


467 


1.239 






6,054 


10,792 


49,387 










1 9i 












4,002 


4,657 


8,639 


37,849 










I 4 












and corresponding periods in 1846 and 1845, 





1,677 


2,641 


4,318 


30,131 


30,70! 


D. 670 


16,214 


19,686 


1 lOf 


103 


101 


98 


328 




1,019 


1,353 


2,372 


10,995 










1 74 
















1,7.30 












1 3f 
















5,598 


29,910 


30,608 


D. 098 


11,310 


15,474 


1 111 












1,719 


2,437 




18, .340 


























3,138 












1 44 








26 




2,501 


3,200 


3,701 


29.264 


•29,430 


D. 186 


12,990 


15, -258 


3 9f 






105 






1,844 


2,165 


4,(i09 


10.268 










1 94 












1,741 


1,921 


3,062 


14,006 










1 6f 












639 


596 


1,035 


10,6(12 


10,014 


D. 12 


6,660 
















182 


2U2 


384 


3,(iB7 










2 0| 






•• 


15 




149 


139 


2iiS 


2,800 






















6,895 


9,757 


16,652 


9y,907t 


lUl,373t 


D. 1466 


49,216 


55,247 


1 10 


490 


435 


468 


105‘3 




4.704 


6,1,57 


10,921 


49,270 










1 9f 


55 










4,062 


4,736 


8,798 


37,987 





















and corresponding periods in 1846 ond 1845. 




and corresponding periods in 1846 and 1845, 



1,782 


2,6.37 


4,419 


30,680 


1,043 


1,440 


2,483 


11, .566 


832 


1,002 


1,834 


8,605 


2,046 


3,194 


5,239 


27,017 


1,669 


2,431 


4,120 


17,603 


1,426 




3,171 


13,062 


2,337 


3,032 


5,369 


28,047 


1,815 


2,152 


3,907 


15,848 


1,662 


1,915 


3,577 


13,942 


420 




1,054 


9,926 


213 


299 


542 


3,768 


177 


210 


387 


2,928 


6,584 


9,497 


16,081 


95,07(IJ 


4,790 


6,.3‘22 


11,112 


48,865 


4,097 


4,872 


8,969 


38,537 



31,163 


D. 483 


18,224 


19,805 


rsi 


57 


so 


51 


263 

27 












6 






18 


27,877 


D. 842 


9,078 


12,692 


1 10^ 


279 


221 


263 


213 










1 ii 

\ u 


16 






85 


28,842 


D. 729 


12,199 


14,105 


138 


135 




214 












1 






28 


10i285 


1). 339 


5,174 


4,201 


2 ll 

1 lOj 


94 


94 


94 


153 

12 










1 Si 










98,1675 


D. 2,413 


44,675 


50,803 


? si 


08 


500 


545 


843 










1 Si 


23 






83 



1 Ti.e8e retnma .lo ont incUule the number of paup.r» in the Beabri.lgc, Skihhereen, end Mohill workhouses et the periods stated. 
§ These returns do not Inriude the number of paupers in the Skibbereen and Gort workhouses at the periods stated. 
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260 PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 



NAMES OF PaOVINCES. 



Sal. 31 July 18-17 
, , 1 Auk. 184« 

,, 2 Aug. I6<1S 

„ 31Ju'yl847 
,, 1. Aug. 1846 

,, 2 Aug. 1845 

,, 31 July 1847 
,, 1 Aug. 1846 

,, 2 Aug. I84H 

, ,, SUiily 1847 
,. 1 Aug. 1846 

,, 2 Aug. 1845 

fSit. 3! July 1847 
, 1 Aug. 1346 

[ ,, 2 Aug, 1845- 



!, 362,132 
1,435^347 
!,006,'036 
'370, '753 



8,174,268 



Workliouse Accommodation. 



ginally 
laCed to 



No. tlie 
Feter 
|Hoi.pitn1s 

culstcd 



26,-210 

24,850 

14[600 



93,860 



2,578 

l’325 

2*459 



No. for 
ivhiclj 



provided. 



W Ol'khotise 

Week ended SiiUirday, July 31, 1947, 



Females. 


Total, 


3,953 


5,464 


1,3-15 


1,853 


009 


1,40.3 


3,443 


4,635 


2,066 


3,118 


1,598 


2,3CS 


3,337 


4,363 


1,599 


2,12-2 


1,651 


2,093 


1,213 


1,612 


4U2 


816 


373 


CSO 


n,U66 


16,474 


5,482 


7,900 


4,321- 


6,494 



Number of Paupers in the 



14,223 

5,51:1 

4,2u-2 

ll,4s2 

7,«79 

5,688 

11,430 



40,982 

22,089 

17,480 



2,440 

1,665 

3.045 

2.046 



10,905 

6,123 

4,019 



Week ended Saturday, August 7, 1B47, 



iLSTEa . . Sat. 7 Aug, 1847 

. , 8 Aug. 1846 
,, 9 Aug. 1845 
luusTsn . . ,, 7 Aug. 1817 
,, 8 Aug. 1846 
, , 9 At.g- 1845 
.siKsiBB . . ,. 7 Aug. 1847 
, , 8 Aug. 1846 
, , 9 Aug. 1845 
HoNNACOHT . ,, 7Aug. I8J7 
,, 8 Aug. 1848 
,, 9 Aug, 1845 

Total uf 



2,362,132 


43 


28,200 


3,350 


3,077 


34,633 


1,451 


3,859 


5,3)0 


14,233 


2,506 


2,600 
















510 


1,252 


1,76-2 


6,471 


155 


1,230 
















386 


901 


1,377 


4,111 








2,435,347 


35 


26,210 


4,i?5 


4,386 


34,77! 


1,284 


3,243 


4,5-27 


11,251 


1,251 


.3,699 
















924 


1,06-t 


2,888 


7,260 


390 


2,347 
















70S 


1,598 


2,366 






1,813 




2,006,036 


34 


24,850 


2,578 


3,523 


30,951 




3,128 


4,020 


11,183 


2,057 


















469 


1,464 


1,9-13 


(i,607 


237 


1,995 
















4-26 


1,621 


2,046 










1,370,753 


18 


14,600 




47 


15,*535 


559 


1,137 


1,090 


3,6-20 


1,001 


1,227 






•• 










314 


481 


798 


1,709 


50 


400 












•’ 




254 


370 


624 


1.390 


20 


338 


304 


6,174,268 


130 


93.S60 


10,997 


11,033 


115,890 


4,186 


11,367 


15,553 


40,337 


0,815 


10,607 
















2,-217 


5,164 


7,381 


21,107 


8.3-1 


5,972 






1 











1,833 


4,580 


0,413 


17,180 


300 


4,840 


5,140 



. Sat. 14 Aug. 1847 
,, 11 Aug. 1846 
,, 16 Aug. 1846 
, , , 14 Aug. 1847 
,, IS Aug. 1846 
,, 16 Aug. 184.5 
. , , 14 Aug, 1847 
,, ISAiig. 1846 
, , 16 Aug. 1845 
. ,, 14Aug. 1847 
, , IS Aug, 1846 
,, 16 Aug. 1845 

I Sal. 14 Aug. 1847 
4 ,, 15 Aug. 1846 
I ,, 16 Aug. 1845 



Week ciitlod SHliirday, August 14, 1847, 



2,362,132 


43 


28,200 


3,746 


2,687 


34,033 


1,211 


3,455 


4.666 


13,048 


2,309 


2,518 


4,887 














450 


1,138 


1,588 


5,198 


150 


1,'231 


1,381 


2. 435^347 












361 


€40 












35 




4,585 


4^526 


35,321 


1,147 


2,770 


.7,9-23 


10,831 


1,098 


3,467 


4,665 














934 


1.348 


2,782 


0,875 


7-18 


2,358 


2,706 














7-28 




















2,846 


3,643 


31,339 


055 


2,0.-i5 


3,3)0 


10,293 


2,071 


2,910 


4,981 














4.72 


1,330 


1.762 




220 


1,971 


2, 191 


I,370j753 














1,470 














14,600 


964 


47 


15, *631 


567 


1,201 


1,708 


.7,683 




1,172 


2,248 














293 


431 


7-24 


1,6-23 


50 


3"3 


443 














246 


333 


579 


1,266 


a 


311 


337 


9,174,268 


130 


93,660 


12,161 


10,903 


110,924 


3,580 


10,089 


13,669 


38,4.15 


0,614 


10,067 


16,681 














2,109 


4,747 


6,656 


19,877 


768 


5,053 


6,7-2! 















1,712 


4,304 


6,016 


16,850 


301 


4,749 


5,050 



llLsrsa . . Sat. 21 Aug. 1847 

,, 22 Aug. 1846 

,, 23 Aug. 1845 

Mvhstbb. • ,, 21 Aug. 1847 

,, 22 Aug. 1846 

23 Aug. 1845 
Lbikstes. . ,, 21 Aug. 1847 

,, 22 Aug. 1846 

, , 23 Aug. 1845 

CoHHaensT ■ ,, 21 Aug. 1647 

,, 22 Aug. 1846 

,, 23 Aug. 1845 

Total of 21 Aug. 1847 

laaiaNn I " 22 Aug. 1846 

j 23 Aug. 1845 



Weekended Saturday, August 21, 1847, 



43 


28,200 


3,746 


2,687 


3.1,633 


1,0-21 












442 


35 


26,210 


4,649 


4,612 


35,471 


1,031 












024 
















-24,850 


2,858 


3,343 


31,051 


507 












359 
















14,600 


986 


47 


15,635 


500 




:: 








290 


130 


93,860 


12,241 




116,790 


3,059 












2,015 












1,695 



3.080 

1.080 
912 

2,549 

1,756 

1,450 

2 , no 

l,2u9 

1,335 

1,102 

446 

318 



8,841 

4.491 

4,015 



4,101 

1,522 

1,-j73 

3,580 

2,680 

2,127 

2,617 

1,568 

1,754 

1,602 

736 

556 



11,900 

6,506 

5,710 



12,930 
5,030 
3,065 
10, -200 
6,713 
5,458 
0,489 
5,946 
5,638 
3,546 



36,165 
19, -297 
16,-283 



959 

3,285 

2,2.37 

1,712 

2,857 

1,887 

1,672 

1,032 

386 



I xtr.! ^ f J U « Banbridge. Rathdium, Clirdcu, and Gore workhouse, at the perioda stated, 

t "/ Clifdeu, Gore, and Mohill ^vorkhou.ea at the periudg «iat«d. 

I These Returns do not include the number of paupers lu the Milford, Dundalk, Quit, and Cattick-oa-Shamioa workhouses at the periods stated. 



15,348 

6,348 

4,914 
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Returns — continued. 



and corresponding Periods in 184S and 1845. 





Workhouses in each Province. 














Fever Patients removed 






All other Classes, 




Number 


Decrease 


Increase or Decrease 
in Number of 
Paupers io Workhouses 


Averaga 
Weekly 
Cost of 
Maintc- 

”\'lead*'^ 

of 

Clothing). 


to Fever fluspitale, 
unconnected with Workhouses. 


No. o^f 














ll 










upwards. 


Females 




Number 


laxt 

precediiiir 


compared 
with the 
preci'dina 
Week of 

^Ye™ 








Increase or Dverease 


during the 












in the 










upwards. 


Total. 


houses. 


present 

Tear. 


As 

compared 
with 1840. 


As 

comimred 
with 1845. 


Week in 
Year. 


comiiared 
with 1846. 


As 

compared 
with 1845. 






1,643 

1,001 

794 

2,175 

1,749 

l,50i 

2,383 

1,755 

1,058 

237' 

182 


2,433 

1,353 

949 

3,200 

2,619 

],8.'f2 

3,053 

2,118 

1.872 

582 

300 

220 


4,126 

2,354 

1,743 

5,441 

4,268 

3,334 

5,436 

3,873 

3,530 

980 

S37 

402 


28,976 
11.054 
8,495 
27,020 
17,889 
13,386 
20,628 
15,271 
13, .500 
9,3.:G 
3,745 
2,929 


29,711 

27’S71 

27^420 

9^705 


D. 735 

D.’ioi 
D.‘ 792 
D.'339 


17,032 

H',b7 

4^911 


18,469 

12‘453 

isiids 

3^699 


1 11 
1 

1 5i 
1 10^ 
I 8J 
1 5 

1 9* 

1 5i 

2 1 
1 10 

I Gi 


52 

14 

4 

166 

45 

13 

83 

1 

1 

40 

1 


38 

121 

”87 

”39 


48 

’153 

”87 

”40 


252 

36 

18 

219 

63 

29 

244 

46 

109 

12 

6 




6,599 
4, 742 


9,384 

0,291) 


15,983* 

11,032 


91,990* 

47,959 


94,707 


D. 2,717 


42, 168 


47,949 


2 0 


346 


285 


3-38 


824 




4,136 


4,873 


9,009 


38,220 










1 54 


18 






86 



and corresponding periods in 1846 ami 1845. 





1,073 


2,538 


4,211 


28,970 


29,945 


D. 975 


17,134 




















2,340 


10,958 










1 7 I 












808 


939 


1,747 


8,2Sl) 












j 






,, 




2,049 


.3,201 


5,250 


25,978 


27,020 


D. 1,042 


8,741 


11,4-29 


1 ir 


















16,963 






















1,529 


1,862 


3,391 


13,350 






















2,259 


2,994 


5,25.3 


25,534 


26,028 


D. 1,094 


















1,648 


1,900 


.3,548 


14,320 






















1,058 


1,891 


3,049 


13,400 






















359 


670 


938 


8,48-2 


8,808 


D.326 


4,271 


















274 


502 


3,519 










1 ir 












159 


177 


336 


2,714 










1 5| 








3 




8, .340 


9,312 


15,65-2 


8a,964t 


92,401t 


D. 3,437 


41,360 


43,339 


2 Oi 
















10,482 


45,780 






















4,154 


4,869 


9,023 


37,756 










1 5J 


IS 






95 



and corresponding periods in 1846 and 1845. 





1,567 

9tl3 

795 

1,916 

1,626 

1,487 

2,078 

1,553 

1,637 

350 

234 

161 


2,302 

1,276 

956 

3,069 

2,3.52 

1,637 

2,780 

1,802 

1,915 

586 

279 

211 


3,959 

2,238 

1,751 

4,985 

3,978 

3,324 

4,604 

3,355 

3,55-2 

936 

613 

372 


27,160 
10,405 
8,112 
24,304 
16, .341 
13,040 
23,448 

is’212 

6,635 

3,303 

2,554 


■2S,SS5 
23] 987 
2S[534 

0io04 


D. 1,425 

D.2,’oil 

D.'SGO 


16,200 

8l071 

9i059 

4^476 


17,402 

lo^iis 

lo'be 

3^521 


I 94 
1 7 
1 5 
1 lOi 

1 ? 
1 11$ 
1 8 
1 5$ 
] 101 
1 7i 
1 0 


38 

-‘il8 

47 

23 

95 

f 

3 


33 
”71 
”93 
” 2 


”95 

”94 

” 3 


243 

32 

16 

168 

46 

177 

43 

25 

105 

8 

2 




5,911 


8,8.33 


14,744 


S3,549t 


89.10U 


D. 6,482 


38,766 


41,337 


1 10} 


254 


199 


230 


693 






5,708 


10,084 


43,538 








.. 


1 7| 


65 












4,919 


8,999 


36,924 










•1 z\ 




•• 




79 



and corresponding periods in 1846 and 1845. 





1,380 


2,146 


3,525 


25,04-2 


27,160 


D.2,ns 


14,500 


15,585 


1 8$ 


12 


6 


12 








1,269 


2,210 


10,1.68 












6 










773 


941 


1,714 


7,959 










1 4i 














2,769 


4,416 


22,36-i 


23,339 


D. 977 


6,352 


8,751 


1 10 


125 


79 


113 








2,-291 


3,843 


15,753 










1 7$ 


46 












3,729 


3,129 


12,525 












12 












2,624 


4,585 


21,415 


22,873 


D.1,458 


8,521 


6,861 


2 1 


115 


ill 


il2 








1,783 


3,287 


12,804 










1 9 












1,560 


1,823 


3,363 


12,554 










1 54 


3 










325 


502 


8-27 


7,947 


6,252 


D. 305 


3,849 


3,041 


2 0 














267 


496 


3,271 










1 94 














190 


345 


2,440 










1 54 








3 




5,313 


6,040 


13,353 


76,7606 


81,6-24} 


D.4,858 


33,222 


35,238 


1 11 


25-2 


196 


237 








5,612 


9,8.85 


41,986 










1 81 


56 










8,888 


4,683 


8,671 


35,478 










1 3 


15 




*' 


89 i 



§ The>e Retuias do not include the number of {laupeis in the Milford, Kanturk, Dundalk, Rathdimn, Gort, Carcick-oa-Shanuon, and Castlebar workhouses 
at the periods stuteri. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 



Workhouse 



Week ended Siilurday August 28, 164] ’ 



NAMES OF PROVINCES. 


Population 

according 

0^1841. 


SJ 

fi 


Workhousa Accummodatioii. 










Numbe 


ofPauiK 


r» in tka 


No. of 
Paupers 
the 

Wurk- 

huuses 

ginully 
luted to 


Nn. the 
iluspitals 
culntcd 
contain. 


No. fur 

Aecom- 

modatinii 

pruvided. 


Tuinl 
No. fur 

Province 


Able- bodied. 


Children 


Sick in the 

'VVorkUonsu Iluspitals. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Futleiitu 


Other 


Total. 


Ulstsh . 


Sat. 28 Aug. 1847 


3,362,133 


43 


28,200 


3,746 


2,687 


34,633 


903 


2,761 


.3,607 


12,309 


2,129 


2,230 






,, 29Aue. 1846 














422 


1,035 


1,457 


4.939 


123 


1,149 






,, SOAiig. 1845 














360 


870 




3,848 


47 


956 




MuNsreit . 


,, 28A.jg- 1847 


2,435,347 


35 


26,210 


4,649 


4,613 


35,471 








10,442 


942 


3,256 






,, 29 Aug. 1846 










. 




908 






6,9.10 


316 


2,209 






,, 30 Aug. 1845 














639 


1,411 


2,050 


6,232 


93 


1,7 7.3 


1,870 


Lbikstbk. 


., 28Auu'.1847 


2,006,036 


34 


•24^50 


3,858 


3,343 


31,051 


516 








1,830 


2,816 




















369 


1,220 


1,589 


6,160 


187 


1,863 






SOAiiff. 1845 














383 


1,304 


1,087 


5,f>69 


127 


1,598 




CoNMsuaHT 


,, 28 Aug. 1847 


I,3;0,753 


13 


14, MO 


968 


47 


15,635 


592 


1,263 


1,860 


3,590 


881 


1,126 






,, 29 Aug. 1846 














333 


50.3 


838 


2,049 


42 


455 


*197 




, , 30 Aug. 1645 














262 


351 


613 


1,502 


21 


323 


316 


Trip 


fSat. 28 Auir. 1847 


8,174,268 


130 


93,860 


12,241 


10,689 


116,890 


3,031 


8,7.57 


11,788 


36,070 


5,782 


9,458 


13, 210 




< 24 Auir. 1846 












.. 


2,032 


4,607 


6,639 


20,036 


670 


5,726 


6,396 




1 , , 30 Aug. 1845 














1,644 


3,036 


5,580 


16,151 


290 


4,654 


4,914 



Week ended Satiirduy, Septeinber 4, 1847, 



Ulster . . Sal. 4 Sept. 1S47 


2,362,132 


43 


28,200 


3,788 


2,647 


34.635 


863 


2,601 


3.466 


11,840 


1,996 


2,201 


4,197 


,, 5 Svpt. J846 














437 


1,071 


1,508 


4,971 


127 


1,11-0 


1,307 


,, 6 Svpt. 1845 














340 


818 


1,158 


3,759 


49 


939 


988 


Ml'Xstbb . . , , 4 Sept. 18.17 


2,435,347 


35 


26^210 


4^649 


4‘,372 


35^431 


l,0-33 


2,503 


3,536 


10,347 


611 


3,239 


4,060 


,, 5 Sept 1846 














933 


1,811 


2,744 


6,764 


269 


2, -241 


2,510 


,, 6 Sepr. 1845 














624 


1,302 


1,926 


4,995 


87 


1,705 


1,792 


X.EIKSTBK. . ,, 4Sr|il. 1847 


2,0O6i036 


34 


24iko 


2^390 


3,770 


31,016 


631 


2,287 


2,818 


10,080 


1,882 


2,986 


4,868 


,, 5 Sept. 1846 














389 


1,244 


1,633 


6,317 


204 


1,8.')9 


2,093 


,, 6 Sept. 1815 














387 


1,280 


1,607 


6,534 


126 


1,614 


1,740 


CuNNAiiQiiT . ,, 4 Sept. 1847 


1,370]753 


ia 


uiooo 


li063 


47 


isjflo 


568 


1,908 


1,776 


3,506 


812 


965 


1,777 


,, 5 Sept. 1846 














335 


529 


864 


2,152 


4-) 


445 


490 


,, 6 Sept. 184.5 














252 


3.11 


593 


l,4(iG 


15 


322 


337 




3,174.268 


130 


93,860 


11,890 


11,042 


116,792 


2,907 


8,599 


11,595 


35,77.3 


5,501 


9,391 


14,802 


lurLuNn. '■ f Sept. 1816 














2,094 


4,655 


6,749 


20,204 


615 


5,755 


6,450 


auEtuHD. 1 6 Sept. 1845 














1,603 


3,741 


5,344 


15,754 


277 


4,580 


4,857 



Week ended Saturday, Sepfember 11, 1847, 



r;, 


Sal. 11 Sept. 1847 


2,362,132 


43 


28,200 


3,788 


2,047 


34,635 


844 


2,609 


.3 


453 


11,922 


1,060 


2,049 


3,999 




,, 12 Sept. 1846 














465 


1,117 


1 


582 


5,180 


116 


1,192 


1,308 




, , 13 Sept. 184.5 














319 


788 


1 


107 


3,628 


46 


919 


9(15 


Mdsstbr. 


,, 11 Sept. 1847 


2,435,347 


35 


26,210 


4ie49 


4,572 


35,431 


1,095 


2,669 


J 


764 


10,893 


809 


3,183 


3.992 




,, 12 Sept. 1846 














959 


1,868 


2 


827 




291 


2,211 


2,502 




,, ISSept. 1815 














617 


l,2.-i0 


1 


873 


4.887 


107 


1,663 


1,770 


Leisstek 




2,006,036 


34 


24^850 


2i390 


3,776 


31, “l6 


637 






080 






2,913 


4,708 




,, 12 Sept. 1846 














465 


1,362 


1 


767 






1,881 


2,059 




,, 13.SepLl845 














393 




1 


066 




142 


1,566 


1.708 


Co.S'SAUOnT 


,, n Sept. 1847 


1,370,753 


is 


14,600 


1,243 


loo 


15,943 


5411 




1 


(199 




731 


907 


1,041 




,, 12Sept. 1846 














370 


567 




937 


2,209 


38 


432 


470 




,, 13 Sept. 1845 














237 


346 




583 


1,388 


21 


301 


322 




fSat. 11 Sept. 1847 


8,174,268 


130 


93,860 


12,070 


11,095 


117,025 


3,116 


8,880 


11 


990 




5.288 


0,052 


14,340 


















2,199 


4,914 


7 


113 


20,814 


623 


6,716 


6,339 












■■ 






1,556 


3,603 




229 


15,344 


316 


4,449 





Week ended Saturday, September 18, 1847, 



Ulster . . Sat. IS Sept. 1847 


2,362,133 


43 


28,200 


3,083 


3,487 


34,775 


900 


2,613 




11,066 


1,832 


2,099 


3,991 




























1,136 






, . 20 Sept. 1845 
























901 


956 




MuHStEB . ,, 19 Sept. 1847 


2,435,347 


35 


26,210 


4,553 


3,608 


34,371 


1,176 








714 


2,696 


3,410 


















1,012 








293 


1.709 






























1,377 






LElNSTsn . ,, l8Sept.1847 


2,006,036 


34 


24^30 


2i418 
















2,990 


4.703 




,, 19 Sept. 1846 
























1,9-53 


2,137 




























1,610 






CotmauGHT . ,, ISSept. 1847 


1,370,753 


18 


14,600 


1,193 


100 


15,893 












932 


1,758 


















409 










446 




















261 


368 


6i9 


1,430 


32 


317 






Tptalof 


8,174,268 


130 


03,860 


11,232 


10,076 


116,088 


3,414 


9,306 






5,085 


8,717 


13.B0-2 


















2,373 


5,232 




21,638 


684 


6,244 




















■ 1,592 


3,852 


5,244 


15,306 


336 


4,205 







I Retutrn do not indiale the number of paupers in the tiort and Dundalk workhouses. 
7 The numbers for Kantutk aud Gort workhouses are not included in tlie above. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 



Workhouse 




Week cvuled Saturday, October 2, 1847, 



Ulster . . 


. Sat. 2 Oct. 1847 


2,362,132 


43 


28,200 


2,918 


3,693 


34,711 


964 


2,77!) 


3,743 


12,222 


1,786 


1,915 








, , 3 Oct 1846 














528 


1,255 


1,783 


5,545 


109 


],ioe 








, , 4 Oct. 1845 














345 


81)8 


1,153 


3,li!-0 


60 








MonSTER . 


. ,, 2 Oct 1847 


2,435,347 


35 


26,210 


3,746 


4,264 


34,220 


1,470. 


3,231 


4,704 


12,«4S 


605 


3,388 


.9.003 






,, 3 Oct. 1846 














1,083 


2,136 


3,219 


7,831 


261 


2,202 


2,463 






, , 4 Oct. 1845 














697 


1,249 


1,816 


4,084 


89 








Leinstsii . 


. ,, 2 Oct. 1847 


2,066,036 


34 


24,850 


1,756 


3,329 


29,935 


773 


2,998 


3.771 


11,061 


1,811 










, , 3 Oct. 1846 














496 


1,610 


2,100 


7,070 


202 


1,993 








,, 4 Oct. 1845 














409 


1,290 


1,699 


5,323 


92 


1,594 






CoNiiAcaaT 


. ..2 Oct 1647 


1,370,753 


18 


14,600 


1,190 


2U0 


15,999 


799 


1,657 


2,4511 


4,85.) 


850 


9;>3 








,, 3 Oct 1846 














483 


780 


1 ,263 


2,801 


137 


004 








,, 4 Oct 1845 














264 


373 


637 


1,404 


.36 


314 


350 






fSat. 2 Oct 1847 


8,174,208 


130 


03,860 


9,619 


11,386 


114,865 


4,006 


10,668 


14,674 


'10,180 


5,002 


9,304 


14,356 




















2,590 


5,781 


8,371 


23,310 


709 


5,807 


6,576 




















1.615 


3,720 


5,335 


15,141 


277 


4,291 


4,566 





Week ended Saturday, October 9, 1847, 



Ulster . . Sat. 9 Oct. 1847 


2,362,132 


43 


28,200 


2,978 


3,5S7 


34,765 


985 


2,744 


3,729 


12,203 


1,654 


1,861 


3,515 


















605 


1,451 










1,293 




11 Oct. 1645 














328 


750 








835 


890 




Mukbter . . 9 Oct 1347 


3,435,347 


35 


2g)2I0 


1,812 


6,549 


34,571 


1,657 


3,998 


4,95.'. 






3,133 


3,605 




,, 10 Oct. 1846 














1,123 


2,375 


3,503 


8,703 


237 


3,800 


2,037 


















598 


1,310 






77 


1,249 


1,326 




Lrihsteh , . ,, 9 Oct 1847 


2,006.036 


34 


24,350 


1,891 


3,569 


30,310 




3,046 


3,973 




3,905 


3,336 


5,241 




,, 10 Oct. 1846 














489 


1,560 


2.049 




247 


2.095 


2,342 




,, 1] Oct 1845 














398 


1,235 






89 


1,559 


1,648 




CoNSAconT . ,, 9 Oct 1847 


1,370,753 


18 


14,'eoo 


1,109 


100 


15,899 


871 


1,612 






eiio 


859 


1,659 




,, 10 Oct. 1846 














459 






3,097 


67 


526 


593 




,, 11 Oct 1845 














238 


311 


540 


1,236 


31 


205 


296 




Totalof fSnt_9 0ctl847 


8,174,268 


130 


93,860 


7,880 


13,605 


115,545 


4,340 


10,800 


15,140 


40.601 


5,031 


9,189 


14,220 




it™, i » 














2,661 


6,184 


8.865 


24,907 


665 


5,6011 






( , , 11 Oct 1845 














1,562 


3,606 


5,168 


14,648 


252 


3,908 



































-= 



Ui.»tei» . . Sat 16 Oct. 1847 


2,362,132 


43 


28,200 


2,978 


3,727 


34,905 










1,627 


1,843 


3,470 




,, 17 Oct 1846 














651 








m 


1,183 






,, 18 Oct 1845 














334 








59 


836 






Munster . . 16 Oct. 1847 


2,435,347 




26,210 


l.ldB 


6,811 


34,569 


1,605 








600 


3,200 






,, 17 Oct 1846 






















326 


1,770 


2,096 




























1,280 






Leinster . . ,, 16 Oct. 1847 


2,006,036 


34 


24,850 


1,826 


3,679 


30,355 


1,000 


3,241 






1,966 


3,370 


5.336 


























257 


2,169 






,, 18 Oct 1845 






















106 


1,523 


1,829 




CuNNACGiii . ,, 18 Oct 1847 


1,370,753 


18 


14^00 


1,199 














841 


930 




























127 


471 






,, 18 Oct. 1845 














251 


343 


597 


1,207 


31 


304 






Totalof f Set. 16 Oct 1847 


B, 174,268 


130- 


93,860 


8,551 


14,417 


115,828 


4,583 


11,374 


1.5.957 


42,047 


5,034 


9,343 


14,377 


















2,967 








821 


5,593 




















1,585 


3,687 


5,272 


14,731 


273 


3,943 



































— 



• Till* Setura doei not include the numhera in the Castlehar, Weaiport, and Kanturk workhouae*. 
T Kanturk, Newcastle, and New Rosa not included in the abore. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS^ 




Week ended Saturdiiy, October 30. 184T, 



Ulster . . Sat 30 Oct. 1847 
,, 31 Oct. 1840 
, , 1 Nov. 1845 
Munster . . , , 30 Oct. 1847 

,, 31 Ocl. 1846 
,, 1 Nov. 1845 

Leinster. . ,, SO Oct 1847 
,, 31 Ocl. I84G 
,, INov. 1S45 
Connaught . ,, .30 Ocl. 1847 

,, 31 Oct. 1846 
,, INov. 1S45 


2,362,133 

2,43si347 

2,006]036 

r,370j753 


43 

35 

34 

18 


23,200 
26/210 
24 ] 850 
14^600 


3,050 

i]981 

ijaos 

1^199 


3.727 

6^397 

4^001 

'200 


34.977 

34]s38 

30ib09 

l;>iil99 


1,213 

709 

.336 

1,848 

1,317 

582 

1,074 

376 

398 

1,118 

689 

252 


2,934 

i,S48 

791 

4,150 

3,126 

s’ib? 

1,911 

1,2>?0 

2,138 

l,3->8 

366 


4,167 

2,617 

1,127 

5,998 

4,473 

1,834 

4,461 

2,487 

1,678 

3,256 

2,017 

620 


12,640 

7,050 

13/256 
11,129 
4,468 
II ,.199 
8,215 
5.02! 
6,286 
4, 74 6 
1,428 


1,646 

183 

159 

646 

292 

nil 

1.818 

257 

89S 

191 

33 


1,894 

1,245 

884 

3,038 

1,992 

1,256 

3,250 

2,392 

1,539 

1,164 

(120 

339 


3,540 
1,425 
934 
3,084 
2, -284 
1,357 
5,068 
2,649 
l,!i-2! 
2,002 
ail 
392 


Td.i.,i ;Si; 


8,174,268 


130 


93,860 


8,098 


14,415 


116,373 


0,2f)3 


12,6-29 


17,382 










W.N.. 1” 














3,381 


8,213 


11,594 


.11,130 












I 










1,568 


3,691 


5,259 


14,472 


266 


4,038 


4,3U4 



Week eiulod Saturday, November 6, 1847, 



Ulsteii . . Sal. 6 Nov. 1847 
,, 7Nflv. 1846 
,, 8 Ni.v, 1845 
Ml-xstEH . . , , 6 Nov. 1847 

,, 7 Nov. 1846 
. . 8 Nov. 1845 
iBiNSiTJt . . , , 6 Nov. 1847 

, , 7 Nov. 1846 
,, 8 Nov. 1845 
CoNNAuaur . ,, 6 Nov. 1847 
,, 7 Nov. 1846 
,, 8 Nov. 1845 


2,362,132 

2,435*347 

2,006,036 

1,370,753 


43 

.35 

31 

Is 


28,200 

26|ho 

24, *850 
I 4 I 0 OO 


3,050 

l|i)81 

2 I 46 B 

i.iog 


3,727 
6,*397 
4, *091 

‘200 


34,977 

34|SS8 
3l|409 
15, *099 


1,206 

879 

348 

2,007 

1,533 

601 

1,U77 

590 

3GS 

1,095 

740 

249 


3,2-26 
2,099 
818 
4,193 
3,377 
1,296 
3, .301 
1,904 
1,223 
2,042 
1,42-2 
366 


4,432 

2,978 

1,166 

0,199 

4,910 

1,897 

4,378 

2,494 

1,591 

3,137 

2,16-3 

015 


13,166 

7,847 

3,071 

13,480 

12,072 

4,058 

10,945 

8,300 

4,aii8 

6,125 

4,792 

1,333 


1.757 

176 
60 

675 

433 

109 

1,6?4 

370 

21 

8S3 

177 
3-2 


1,997 

1,292 

882 

3,17-2 

2,081 

1,311 

3,176 

2,376 

1,444 

1,178 

620 

343 


3,734 

1,468 

912 

3,847 

2.514 
1,420 
4,850 
2,646 

1.515 
2,056 

797 

375 


‘xotAl of '• 18-^7 


8,174,-268 


130 


93,800 


8,698 


14,415 


U6,973 


5,385 


12,761 


18,146 


43,716 


4,989 


9,518 


14,507 
















3,742 


8,802- 


12,544 


33,011 


1,056 


6,309 


7,423 






__ 










1,506 


3,703 


5,269 


14,470 


272 


3,980 


4,252 



For Week ended Saturday, November 13, 1847, 



Muhstsb . 
Leihster . 
CoHNitUOBT. 



fSat.l3Nvv. 1847 
^ 14Nov. 18-I6 
I ,, 15 Nov. 1845 



|2, 362, 132 
, 435*347 
[2, 006, *036 
,370|753 

,174,268 |l 



30,210 

24[a.50 

14^600 

I 93,860 I 



2,6-22 

1,853 

3^216 

1,273 






1,312 

7,613 

6,420 



1,786 

3,537 

2,285 



14,365 

8,776 

3,940 

15,089 

13,021 

5,080 

12,460 

9,304 

5,220 

6,714 

5,202 

1,438 

48,628 

36,423 

15,678 



3,527 

2,40) 

1,486 

3,641 
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and corresponding Periods in 1846 and 1845. 



— 


Workhouses in 


each Province. 


Total 
Number 
ill Work- 
houses 
ill lust 
ireceiliiig 
Week of 
prescut 
Tear. 


Increase 

Decrease 
iipreseut 
Week, 
conipareil 
with the 

Veekof 

present 


Increase nr 
Decreiise in Num- 
ber of Paupers in 
Workhouses in 
present Year, 


Average 
Weekly 
Cost of 
Mainte- 
unnee per 
Head 
exclusive 
if Cloth- 
ing). 


to Fever Hoepitole 
imconnected with 
WoekliouaeL 


Number of Fever 
Patients. 


Deaths. 




All other ClasauH. 


T.)lul 
Number 
n Work- 
houses. 


No. 


Decrease in Week 


No. 
in die 
Week 

Year. 


No. 
in the 

Week 

of 

iresent 


Increase 

lecieuse. 


No. 
in the 
Week 

iresent 


No. 

jmj- 

Week 

of 

Year. 


Increase 


Mules 
aged 15 

upwarila, 


Females 
aged ^15 

upwuids. 


Total, 


As 

compared 

1840. 


As 

1845, 


in the 
Week 

iresenl 

Year. 


As 

pared 

with 

1846. 


As 

Ctlf 

1315. 




1.356 


2,031 


3,387 


23,036 


22,434 


602 


9,442 


14,091 


1 7 


65 




65 


1,512 


,513 


D. 1 


317 


109 


8 




3,162 


1,481 


2,643 


12,896 












8 






















878 


1,608 


7,056 














.. 


















2,336 


3,3U0 


5,436 


28,173 


27,258 


915 


5,920 


15,028 


1 Ci 


101 


76 


loo 


609 


594 


11 


111 


143 






2, 2118 


3,244 


5,452 


21,863 










1 0 


25 


.. 




















1,818 


3,138 


10,835 












1 




















2,145 


2,733 


4,878 


25,506 


24,957 


540 






1 10 


139 


137 


139 


1,800 


1,833 


D 33 


156 


“45 






1,708 


2,103 


3,811 


16,248 
































1,46.5 


1,684 


3,149 


11,413 










1 n 






















560 


758 


1,318 


12,447 


11,658 


789 


3.479 


6,726 




6 




6 


884 


892 


3). 9 


05 










502 


854 


7,458 










1 9 


6 




















155 


201 


356 


2,815 




•• 






I 7 






















0,197 


8,822 


15,019 


89,162* 


80, 307* 


2,855 


28,099 


50,538 


1 7} 


311 


270 


310 


4, SOI 


4,833 


U. 32 


449 


459 


3). 10 




5,430 


7,330 


12,700 


58,465 










1 75 


41 




















3,o;o 


4,581 


6,251 


32,119 










1 6| 














_ 


__ 





and corresponding periods in 1846 and 1845. 



1.348 


2,050 


3,398 


23,745 


23 


418 


327 


9,395 


14,795 


1 7 


29 


28 


29 


1,648 


1,626 


20 


U3 


118 


25 


1,246 


1,649 


2,795 


13,690 














1 




















913 


1,666 


7.282 




























iio 




2,153 


3,206 


5,361 


28,302 


27 


632 


090 


4,644 


16,347 




93 


"64 


*65 


^6 










2,171 


3,212 




23,269 












t 94 


29 


















1,300 


1,817 


3,123 
















28 














156 


"u 


2i^l 


2,754 


4,995 






506 






14,484 


1 10 


202 


195 


200 


1,818 








1,709 


3,146 


3,853 


17,206 












1 10 


7 


















1,467 




3,11!) 
















2 










14 




'cfl 


"10 


016 


796 


1,412 


13,015 


12 


447 


568 


3^28 


7,117 


3 7 




D. 5 


2 


898 






870 


540 


910 


8,474 












1 9 




















159 


206 


365 


2,805 












1 7 




















6,363 


8,806 


1-5,169 


90.985j- 


89 


0031 


1,962 


26,384 


02,743 


1T4 


326 


282 


290 


5,008 


1,907 


101 


502 


449 


S3 


5,490 


7,447 


12.943 


62,839 










1 9 




















3,685 


4,588 


8,273 


32,308 












1 6J 


SO 




















and corrnspiniding periods in 1846 and 184.5. 



1..367 


2,174 


3,561 


24,913 


24,024 


889 


8,788 


15,631 


1 6i| 


22 


13 


29 


1,757 


1,715 


42 


no 


145 


D. 35 


1..315 


1,712 


3,027 


15,320 






1 8 




















774 

2,068 


931 

3,M7 


1,705 

5,205 


7,484 

28,731 


2 a|oi 8 


’hs 


3ii‘J6 


16^470 


1 6 
1 6» 


116 


'82 


'93 


675 


653 


”22 


137 


io9 


”28 


2,259 


3,401 




25,156 








1 9 


34 


















2’210 


1,798 

2,738 


3,066 

4,954 


11,061 

25,127 


24 [709 


' 4 I 8 


7[858 


14," 136 


] Gi 
1 9| 


23 

184 


ifi 


isi 


1,674 


• - 

1,800 


D.’i26 


143 


163 


D~20 


3,7111 


2,110 


3,829 


17,209 






1 lOi 


10 


















1,469 

554 


1,608 

865 


3.077 

1,419 


10,991 

12,737 


12!325 


'412 




e’709 


1 7 
1 6 


3 

19 


'19 


'19 


883 


~863 


“20 


~55 


I7 


J).’l2 


383 


529 


912 


8,663 








1 10 




















145 


171 


316 


2,639 










1 a 





















6,216 


8,924 


13,139 


91,60s! 


89,070! 


2,432 


22,877 


52,940 


1 75 


341 


288 


313 


4,989 


5,031 


D. 42 


445 


484 


D. 39 


5,067 


7,761 


13,428 


66,408 






1 9| 




















3,676 


4,508 


8,181 


32.175 










1 7| 











__ 




— 


=rr= 





and correspoilding periods in 1846 and 1845. 





1,514 

1,414 

844 

2,453 

2,570 

1,488 

2,477 

1,960 

1.574 

568 

382 

170 


2,301 

1,929 

992 

3,355 

3.815 
1,973 
3,202 
2,484 

1.816 
875 
564 
209 


3,815 

3,343 

1,836 

5,808 

6,385 

3,461 

5,679 

4,444 

3,390 

3,443 

946 

379 


27,160 

17,241 

8,145 

32,792 

27,844 

12,245 

28,777 

19,625 

12,085 

14,047 

9,379 

2,900 


26,335 

3l]704 

27^803 

13^433 


825 

l',l’)88 

*974 

'g14 


9,119 

4,’569 

9*152 

3^390 


17,164 

lolsse 

16^692 
7’, 572 


1 6| 
1 8 
1 64 
1 6| 
1 9| 
1 7 
1 9i 
1 Hi 
1 8 
1 7i 
1 .10 
1 8 


80 

iio 

55 

17 

143 

16 

87 

13 


30 

’55 

127 

‘74 


30 

'93 

i*2 

*87 


1,838 

755 

1,814 

l,6i2 


1,885 

sl2 

1,^8 

928 


D. 47 
D.'57 
D. 4 
"S4 


136 

is? 

154 

'76 


121 

iio 

160 

'00 


35 

i). 9 

D. 6 

"16 




7,012 


9,733 


16,745 


102, 7705 


99,27,15 


3,501 


26,430 


60,784 


1 7i 


3*0 


286 


352 


5,419 


3,443 


D. 24 


523 


487 


30 




6,326 


8,792 


15,118 


74,1)89 










1 94 






















4,076 


4,990 


9,066 


35,375 










1 7j 










■■ 











X The numheri. for Armagh, Ballyenb-tle, Buuia, Emiiscoithy, Gotry, Graiiutd, Kauturk, Kiiiaaie, Moliill, Now lloss, aud Wexford, »ot included in the eboye. 
§ Gurey and Gcanaid iiui included. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS. 



Workhouse 



Week elided Saturday, November 20, 1847'' 



NAMES 01? PROVINCES. 


Fupiilatiou 

accordiDg 

Census 
of 1841, 


l| 

Ss 


Workhouse Accummodation. 










Number iif Paupers in the 


No. of 
Paupers 

Work. 

housea 

giiiail/ 

lated to 


No. tlie 

Hospitals 
aro cal- 
cuUtcd 
to 

contain. 


No. for 

tional 
Accom- 
mudation 
tins lieeu 
provided 


Total 

Zcom- 

Pioviuce 


Able-bodied 


Children 
15 Years 


Sick in the 
Workhouse Hospitals, 




Males. 


Pemules 


Total. 


Patient)! 


Other 


TotaL 




. Sat. 20 Nov. 1847 


2,362,133 


43 


28,200 


2,788 


4,139 


35,127 


1,472 


4,090 


5,562 


14,610 


1,941 










,, 2l Nov. 1840 














1,036 


2,645 


,S,081 


9,474 


216 


1,504 








,, 22 Nov. 1845 














401 


1,006 


1,407 


4,115 


73 


1,014 






Munst£h . 


. ,, 20 Nov. 1847 


2,435,347 


35 


26,310 


2,073 


8,043 


36,326 


2,945 


.6,350 


8,304 


15,524 


800 


3,678 








,, 2IN0V. 184G 














1,072 


3.993 


5,665 


13,63.1 




2,318 








22 Nov. 1845 














713 


1,52] 


2,234 


5,271 


90 


1,502 






Leihst£b . 


. ,, 20 Nov. 1847 


2,006,036 


34 


24,850 


3, *903 


5,555 


33,308 




8,058 


6,314 


12,271 


l,7(ii 


•1,506 








,, 21 Nov. 1846 














683 


2,409 


3,092 


0,642 


312 


2,587 








,, 22Nov. 1845 














431 


1,375 


1,800 


5,238 


82 








Conkauo bt 


. ,, 2(1 Nov. 1847 


370, 753 


18 


14,600 


1,098 




16,248 


1,081 


2,047 


3,128 


6,230 


898 


1, 315 








,, vi Nov. 1846 














722 


1,440 


2,168 


4,782 












,, 22 Nov. 1845 














252 


362 


614 


1,250 


42 


411 


433 






1 Sat. 20 Nov. 1847 


8,174,288 


30 


03,860 


8,862 


18,287 


121,009 


0,856 


15,454 


22,308 


48,847 


5,460 


10,612 


10,072 






^ 21 Nov. 1840 














4,113 


10,493 


14,606 


37,533 


1 ,.179 


7,125 


8,704 






> ,, 22 Nov. 1845 














1,797 


4,264 


6,061 


15,874 


287 


4,487 


4,774 





Weekended Saturday, November 21, 1347, 



UlSTEtt . . ». 

McaSTKH . 
I.BINSTED . . 

CosHAUoar . 


at. 27 Nuv. 1847 
, 28 Nov. 1846 
, 29 Nov. 1845 
, 27 Nov. 1847 
. 28 Nov. 1840 
, 29 Nov. 1845 
, 27 Nov. 3847 
, 28 Nov. 1840 
, 29 Nov. 1845 
, 27 Nov. 1847 
, 28 Nov. 1846 
, 29 Nuv. 1845 


2,362,132 

2,435’347 

2,000’03G 

1,370’753 


43 

35 

38 


28,200 
26|210 
24, '350 

u’ooo 


2.551 

I’ois 

3^258 

i.’iss 


4,900 

8,001 

a'Ms 

’520 

!! 


31,711 

30^320 

33^503 

16, ’278 


1,588 

1,089 

409 

2,978 

1,550 

657 

1,627 

774 

453 

1,329 

773 

265 


4,351 

2.893 
1,106 
5,346 

3.893 
1,513 
4,440 
2,699 
1,490 
2,483 
1,049 

400 


5,0.19 

3,902 

1,515 

8,324 

6,449 

2,170 

6,067 

3,473 

1,94!) 

8,812 

2,422 

605 


15,288 

10,189 

4,330 

15,89!) 

13,102 

4,895 

13,199 

10,407 

5,055 

7,074 

5,110 

1,360 


2,104 

238 

48 

SS4 

1,037 

307 

1,058 

411 

lot) 

1,085 

2:10 

56 


2,459 

1,684 

998 

3,604 

2,273 

1,410 

3,748 

2,776 

1.700 

1,591 

8-10 

305 


4,563 

1,922 

1,046 

4,338 

3,310 

1,517 

6,700 

3,187 

1,806 

2,076 

1,070 

421 




1 S.t.27_N.,. 184, 


8,174,268 


130 


93,800 


8,582 


19,370 


121,818 


7,522 


18,020 


24,142 


01, .160 


0,981 


11,302 


17,263 




















4,172 


11,134 


15,3110 


38,814 


1,910 


7,579 


9,495 




















1,784 


4,515 


6,299 


10,240 


311 


4,479 


4,799 





Betubn of Inmates in Union Workhouses in Ireland, commencing with October, IS4G, 
and ending with October, 1847. 



Week ended Saturday. 


Ulster, 

43 Wovkhuuses. 


Muuxfer, 

35 Woikhuusca. 


Leinster, 

34 Woriihouses. 


‘Connaught, 
IS M'urkhuuses. 


Tutnl 

130Wotkhousos. 


31 October, 1846 . 


15,330 


25,926 


8,616 






28 November, 1846 . 


20,780 


30,298 


10,277 






26 December, 1846 


26,329 


33,525 


11,100 






SO January, 1847 . . 


30,478 


39,039 


12,291 






27 Februarv, 1847. . 


31,464 


41,193 


12,517 






27 March, 1847 . . 


29,674 


40,065 


11,735 


30,086 






27,864 


34,311 


10,385 








27,783 


33,946 


9,866 






26 June, 1847 . 


29,278 


30,192 


10,610 








28,483 


25,684 


9,576 






28 August, 1847 . . 


22,584 


22,339 


7,841 






25 September, 1847 . 


23,012 


26,319 


9,135 






30 October, 1847 . - 


25,427 


31,482 


12,726 


28,584 


98,219 
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AND STATE OF THE UNIONS, IN IRELAND. 



Ketums — continued. 



aiid correspouding Perioda of 1846 and 1845. 



TVotkliousea in «ach Pro 



All other Classes. 



upirards. 



2,381 

2.041 

1.042 
3,415 
4,052 
3, QUO 
3,072 
2,547 
1,753 



4,522 

3,345 

1,521 



1C, 738 
15,567 
9,136 



Total 
Number' 
in Work- 






28,375 

18,367 

8,532 

34,128 

29,185 

12,622 

28,364 

20,155 

12,031 

13,098 

8,703 

2,600 



103,905* 

70,410 

33,845 



Increase 

jDecrease 
in present 
IVeek, 
Iconi pared 
with the 
preceding 
' Weekol' 
present 
Year. 



Increase o 
Decrease in Niim-| 
ber of Paupers 
Workhouses ic 
present Year, 



Average 
Weekij - 
Cost of 
Mainte* 



|comp«ed|c 

1845. 



>mparei]| 

1845. 



(exclusive * 
|of Cloth-|„ 
>ng)- 



pared p 
1845. 



^ Increase ^ 
^ Decrease. 



Increase 

Decrease. 



9,145 

4’554 

8,209 

3!^0 



1 

1 6,i 

i 

1 10 

1 Hi 



1 7i| 



and corresponding periods in 1846 and 1845. 



1,051 


2,489 


4,140 


29,930 


28,375 


1,555 


9,121 


19,074 


1 6J 


39 


34 


39 


2,104 






182 


141 
































905 


1,082 


1,987 


8,878 




























2,460 


3,440 


5,915 


.14,470 


,n,032 


1,444 


4,376 


20,380 


1 Of 


120 


75 


117 






"il 


i/4 


139 


2,544 


3,070 




23,381 












45 










1,517 


1,985 


.3,502 


1-2,084 










1 r 


3 
















2,561 


3,339 


5,000 


.10,872 


30,225 


047 


8,l75 


17,830 


1 94 


166 


157 


103 




1,890 




199 


205 






4,9.10 


21,997 










1 111 


9 












I,7J2 


1,020 


3,032 


13,042 




























537 


806 


1,4.13 


14,995 


1.1,991 


1,004 


4,283 


8,151 


1 8 


54 


44 


54 






72 


71 






330 


90.1 


0,517 










1 10 


lU 












168 


195 


303 


•2,800 




•• 






1 7i 








■ ■ 










7,215 


10,17.3 


17,388 


110,2734 


l05,G23t 


4,050 


26,055 


05,435 


1 7i 


379 


310 


373 


5,981 


8,700 


221 


026 


571 






10,197 


79,812 




























4,302 


5,182 


9,484 


30,813 




•• 






1 7.1 


0 






■: 











• The mimbi'rs in Gort, Mohill, Graiiard, Gorey, and New Ross, ate not included in the above, 
f The numbers fur Cashel, Granarrl, aud Molhll, are not included ia tire above. 
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STATE OF THE UNIONS IN IRELAND. 



SUMMARY of WORKHOUSE RETURNS, showing the Number of TnraateR of the Worldiouses in the sev 
Provinces in Ireland at the close of each Week in 1845, 1846, and 1847 : — (from Tables in the four Series of 
to Union Workhouses). ■' P 



Cate, 

in 1 8J 7, anil 
orn‘ii[.'oiidin^ 
Periods 
1S^6 and 1845. 



TOTAL NUMBER OF INMATES IN TIIK WORKHOUSES. 



J-^MUAHY. 
First Saturday . 
Second , , . 

Third , , . 

Fourlli ,, . 

Fifth ,, . 

PaunuABY. 
First Saturday . 
Second , , 
Third , , . 

Fourth , , 

Mabch. 



Apnir™ 

First Saturday , 
Secoad , , 
Third , , . 

Fourth , , 



Fitih , 

First Saturday . 
Third" ’’ ! 

First Saturday . 
Secund , , . 

Tiiird , , . 

Fourth ,, 

Auoust. 
First, Saturday . 
SoLond ,, 
Third , , . 



Sisptrmbbb. 
First Saturday . 
Second , , 
Third ,, . 

Fourth , , 

OCTOBRa. 
First Saturday . 

Second , , . 

Third ,, . 

Fourth ,, .. 

Fillh ,, . 

NoTBMBBn, 
First SAturdaj 

Third ” 

Fourth , , 

CecEHBsn. 
Find Saturday 
Secund , , 

T^ird , , 

Fourth ,, 



PROVINCE OF 


! PROVINCE OF 


i PROVINCE OF 


PROVINCE OF 


1 


V 






MUNSTER. 


CONNAUGHT. 




ULSTER. 




IRELAND. 


Populalioir (1841), 
2,il0G,03C. 


Popuiution (1841), 
1 2,435,34 7. 


Population (1841), 
1,370,753. 


Populafiim (1841), 


Population (18415. 


Number of Unions, 33. 


Number ofUuiuns, 35. 


Number of Unions, 18. 


Number of Unions, 44. 


Number or Union’s, 130. 


ISdS 


1 1S46 


j IS4T 


i ISM 


1 1840 j IS4T 


1 18-13 


1916 


IS4T 


1S.15 


48.16 


IftlT 


1 IS.10 


1 1S.1C 


181T 


1 14,82^ 


1 

1' 14,93, 


bI 25,78ii 


1! 12,68( 


i 14,10 


7 34,80i 


i 3,07( 


3 3,22! 


9 11,066 


9,36: 


9 10,27; 


3 27,?94 






' 








1 14.57 


7 36, ns 


l| 3,081 


3,36; 


1 11,393 


9,34. 


i 10,-25; 


3 26,997 














15,07; 


5 38,346 


1 3,14( 


3,40: 


2 11,89.2 


9,67: 


3 10,76: 


7 28,107 














1 15,44; 


’ 38,561 


3,21; 






9,851 




















1 16,78. 


4 39,009 


1 3,24; 


3,441 


) 12,293 


10,071 


11,4,2! 


1 30,476 


1 63,38! 


1 47!19! 


i Uli484 


IG.lSi 


! 16,G7( 


3 30,554 


14.057 


’ 15,071 


i 39,477 


3,28< 


3,511 


1 12,092 


10,151 


11,671 


) 30,6.59 


I 4.2,62.; 




, ,,, 












J 39,930 


3,og; 


3,.3-2( 


1 11,697 


10,27: 


11,871 










15,861 


: 16,16: 








1 40,646 


3,081 


3,31f 


1 11,721 


10,2.'i] 












15,851 


! 16,22< 






1 16,54( 


1 41,197 


3,341 


3,51( 


) 12,524 


10,17-, 


12,t»0i 


31,433 


' 43,56t 


48!2S4 


115!252 


16,18v 


16,89( 


,31,046 


14,127 


16, as; 


’ 40,891 


3,206 


3,4.2c 


11,796 


10,12] 


1 - 2 , no,'; 








ll/i cur 


16,035 










i 40,1.52 


2,905 


2,996 


10,606 


10,076 


I2,ii;i 


36,706 














13, 795 




i 40,877 


3.-J25 




11,789 


«.G3(i 


11,739 




















! 30,803 


3,114 


3,559 


11,671 


9.486 


11,909 


29,677 


41,706 


49,861 


111,278 


15,753 


26,932 


29,696 


1.3,550 


17,697 


37,677 


3,033 


ACOl 


11,381 












inr riT 


14,76 


17,088 


29,628 


13,133 


17,518 


35,820 

35,434 


3.056 

2.979 


3,591 


10,957 

10,663 


!),16,2 


11,674 


28,477 


40,30li 


49.67S 


104!j87 


i4,eua 










34,130 


2,017 


3,123 


9,020 


8,830 


11,617 


28,731 


38,645 


49', 46a 


loijsoe 


14,353 


16,635 


28,920 


12,819 


17,630 


33,762 


2,929 


3,589 


10,407 


























2,996 




10,149 
























33,685 


2JI71 


.2,501 


10,:j64 


8,466 


















12,6(1/ 






2,940 


3.G96 


10,908 


8,156 






















33,874 


2,960 


3,662 


10,274 


8,129 


11,420 


30,913 


37,441 


49,561 


103! 933 


13,!!9S 

13,861 


16,628 

16,430 


29,637 

29,556 


12,946 

13,00.5 


18,416 

18,487 


.33,248 

32,505 


2,519 

2,326 


3,292 

3,166 


10,637 

10,3.25 


8,17fl 


11,. 279 


31,189 


37.033 


49, 715 


104,711 


M^OIS 


16'02S 


29,936 


13,006 


18,365 


31,929 

31,259 


2,7.30 

2,092 


3,616 

3.631 


10,685 

10,093 


6,608 

7,947 


11,232 

10,973 


Sl,:i6» 

30,343 


37,896 

;17,li00 


50,076 

49,397 


16-1,683 

162,131 


13,943 

14.006 

13,946 

13,942 


16,284 

76,268 

10,243 

15,848 


29,450 

•29,264 

28,842 

26,847 


12,957 

13,006 

12,986 

13,062 


18,371 

18,34 

17,751 

17,663 


30.674 

29,910 

27,877 

27,017 


2,799 
: 2,800 
2,668 
2,928 


3,690 

3,667 

3,630 

3,788 


10,614 

10,602 

9,679 

9,926 


8,150 

8,li7!l 

8.379 

8,605 


11,042 

10,995 

11,-294 

11,566 


,20,701 

30,131 

30,194 

30,680 


.27,819 

37,087 

37,970 

38,537 


49,387 
49, -276 
48,918 
48,865 


101,439 

99,907 

96,592 

95,070 


13,500 

13,406 

13,212 


35. 271 
14,320 
13,480 


20,628 

25,534 

23,448 


13,386 

13,356 

13,046 


17,889 

16,083 

16,341 


27,020 
25,978 
24, .304 


2,929 

2,714 

2,554 


3,745 
3.519 
3, .203 


9,366 

8,482 

8,635 


8,405 

8,286 

8,112 


11,654 

10,958 

10,465 


28,976 

28,9711 

27,106 


.28,226 

37,756 

3^!)-24 


47,959 

45,780 

43,538 


91,990 

88,964 

83,549 


12 i 384 


13' 130 


21,750 


i2!323 


16,207 


22,607 


2,801 


3,271 

3,942 


7,947 

8,309 


7,959 

7,746 


10,068 

9,872 


25,042 

23,653 


3.-),478 

35,314 


41,686 

43,151 


76,766 

76,319 


12,276 

12.131 

12.061 

12,075 


13,523 
1.3,941 
14, .304 
14,776 


22,588 
' 22,920 
23,637 
24,717 


11,651 

11,429 

11,437 

11,297 


15,920 

16,179 

16,669 

17,381 


22,231 

23,063 

2.3,919 

25,303 


2,784 

2,647 

2,778 

2,784 


4.105 

4,18.2 

4,548 

4,746 


7,917 

7,447 

8,041 

8,259 


7,543 

7,351 

7,343 

7,391 


9,993 
10, .238 
10,713 
11,164 


22,640 

22,49] 

2-2,-556 

23,098 


34,254 

33,658 

33,621 

33,047 


4.2,547 

44,641 

46,236 

48,067 


75.376 
75,921 
78,153 

81.377 


11,834 

11,530 

11,705 

11,413 

U,43D 


14,992 

15,074 

15,953 

16,346 

17,206 


24,945 

25,118 

25,937 

2.5,506 

25,923 


10,933 

11,273 

11,304 

10,835 

10,782 


17,634 

19,322 

20,807 

21,863 

23,269 


25,564 

26,967 

27,90.3 

28,173' 

28,302' 


2,817 

2,370 

2,442 

2,815 

2,805 


5,481 

6,675 

6,290 

7,458 

8,474 


10,206 

9,762 

10,639 

12,447 

13,015 


7,405 

7,051 

7,157 

7,056 

7,282 


11,142 

12,002 

12,427 

12,896 

13,690 


23,004 

22,956 

23,094 

23,036 

23,745 


32,089 

32,274 

32,608 

32,11! 

32,308 


49,249 

52,073 

5-5,477 

58,465 

62,839 


83,719 

84,803 

87,573 

89,162 

90,989 


10,091 


17,269 


26,127 


11,061 


25,156 


28,73lj| 


2,639 


8,663 


12,737 


7,484 


15,320 


24,91.1 


32,175 


66,408 


91,568 
















9,379 


14,047 


8,145 


17,241 


27,160 




74,089 


102,776 


13,329 


22',764 


3o!873 


12!947 


30!28il 


34, 128|| 
34,476 


3,028 


8,703 

10,297 


13,098 

14,995 


8,532 

8,590 


18,307 

20,813 


28,375j 

29,930 


35.845 

37;894 


76,416 

84,154 


103,965 

110,273 


13,744 


23,847 




I3,253[ 


31,512 


.. 


3,406 


10,818 




9,033 


22,411 




39,436 


83,889 




14,489 

14,535 


2a! 038 
25,295 




is’.ssi 

13,725 


33;72d 

33,444 




3,215 

3,1-23 


11,347 

11,100 




9,409 

9,660 

9,887 


23,652 

25,879 

26,329 




40,236 

40,910 

41,-270 


91,907 

95,988 

96,168 





frum some Unions (paryinrj (rom S or d Jn Poupers was somewhat greater than tho Number slated in the abitve tables, the Returns 

^ 3 b .rom u or 4 to 6 or S) uot having been received for some of the weeks in 1847, and therefore not included in this statement. 
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254* PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 

Finaxcial Return — continued: — NOVEMBER, 1847.' 



PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 



Col. I. 

County of Antrim, 
Aatrim .... 
Ballyc.istle . . 

Ballymeoa 

B.illjnioaey . . . 

Belfast 

L^burn .... 

Cnunly of Armagh. 
Armagh . . . . 

L«ri;nn . . . . 



Hou-e 
built to 

coiifuin. 



I iluringtlic 
I Novemlii't. 



2,377 

114 

1.002 



Amount 
lodgi-d] 
with the 
Treasurer i 
(luring the 
Month, 
iiicliuling 
lotlior Rates { 

orRalca. I 



2,379 

114 

1,092 



Amount 
disbursed 
by tlio 



I Amniiiii of { 
Hate re- 
mairiiig 
|uncoHeEtud| 
it the close 
of the 
Month. 



Balance at font of the 
Tioasiu'er's Aecoii 
at thu close of 
the Month. 



Against 

of lire ' 

Guavdious. iGuardianl. 



Amount of 
Pour Rate 
Collrctea 
ill thu Nine 
Mouth 
ended llUth 
Novumhor. 



£. 

8,287 
2, doll 
5,493 
1,047 
17,017 
2,820 
3,359 



Nut 
Amuimt 
lof llebU 01 
3(liii Nov., 
dedud lug 
thu 

Baluncu in 
Trunsiirer’s 
iuiiids, if 



Amount 
roiiiaiiiiiig 
to credit of| 
Uiiimifl, on 
Udth Nov., 
deducting I 



Annual 
Value of 
I'ropurty 



£. 

100,611 

39,160 

97,492 

73,986 

271,915 

72,437 

136,397 



■Cootehill .... 

County of Danegat. 
'Ballyshannnn . . . 

Donegal .... 
Diiofniiaghy . . . 

Gleoties .... 
Inishowen . . . 

Letierkeuuy . . 

Milfurd .... 
Siranorlar .... 

Cmmty of'DouTi.. 
Danbiidge . . . 

Downiiatriclt . . . 

Kilkael .... 

■Newiy 

Newtotvoarda • . , 

County of Fermmogh. | 
Eiuiislcillen . . 

Loivtherstotvn 
<lounfy of LoTuhiiilerij. | 

Londonilcrry . . 

Magheraieit . . 

NewtOffulimavady 

Cotinfy of Monaghan, j 
'Csrrickinacross . . 

CaatlehUney . . , 

Monaghan . . . 

County of Tgrcn$. 
Castleflerg . . 

ClfiKher . . . 

Cuoldtoira . , 

Dungannon . . 

Gortin .... 
Omagh . . . 

Straliane . . , 

Total of UltUr. , 



3,351 

1,03! 

1,200 



2,571 

3,203 

1,477 



3,966 

5,924 

3,306 

9,149 



3,610 

2,288 

5,778 

1,255 

1,655 

6,346 



3,0!0 
1,212 
1 ,243 
7,102 
6,489 



3,135 

2,691 

1,C08 



.5,789 

2’880 



3,776 

3,120 

4,302 



2,070 

2,319 

2,702 



52,156 

127,282 

73,490 



51,435 
31,639 
10,543 
16,339 
36,607 
31,835 
31, .177 
29,402 



123,970 

167,393 

36,931 

129,651 

118,469 



96,108 

46,919 

43,944 



76,410 

111,909 

75,339 

65,630 



46,325 

65,473 

55,055 

94,431 



21,790 

42,275 

56,550 

90,330 

15,751 

75,354 

61,529 
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AND STATE OF THE UNIONS, IN IRELAND. 

Financial Return, Norember, IS47 — coniimied. 
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PltOVINCE OV MUNSTKK, 



Narao of Unions." 


No. 
Huiise 
built to 


Amount of 
Poor Iljitu 
cullecturl 
(iiiriiig tho 
inuii^ of 
Nuvmnbur, 


Amount 
lodjjed 
with tho 
Truu surer 
liiriuj; tho 
MuntI), 
including 
ther Itatu> 

*001' Rates. 


Amount 

diehiirscd 


.Amount nf 
Rate ro- 
nmiiiiug 


Balauco at foot of the 
Ti'ca.sureda Accmiot, 
at the close of 
the Mouth. 


Amount of 
Poor Rate 
Collected 
n the Nine 
Months 
mded 30lh 
November. 


Not 
Amuuat 
of (luhls on 
SOlh Nov., 
(IciKictliig 
tho 

Balauco in 
Troasutev's 
liumls, if 


Not 

Amuuat 
retnaiiiine: 
tu crudit of 
Umuiia,ou 
30th Nov., 

deducting 

the 

•Amount of 
Labilities. 


Net 
AnuunI 
Value of 
Properly 
rated in (ho 


duHngthe 

Month. 


at the close 
of the 
Mouth. 


In favour 
of the 
Guaitlians. 


Against 

the 

Guardians. 


Col. 1 




3 


4 


6 


u 


I- 


6 


0 


10 


U 


13 


County of Clare. 






£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 








8U0 


1,520 


1,520 


7.34 


13,490 


2,021 




7,978 




1,234 


101,2-22 








UDO 


1,505 


1,505 


1,329 


11,818 


3UG 




4,894 


329 




07,486 








8HU 


1,085 


1,G85 


1,339 


13,237 




423 


2,970 


1,718 




59, .149 


Scttriff . . 






G(JU 




68 


2C2 


2,474 


22 




936 


6,114 




44,600 


County of Cork. 
































flOO 


SO 


80 


381 


9,004 


3,431 




6,821 




2,729 


1.30,100 








COO 


179 


38 




6,049 




371 


1,178 


4,254 




41,829 








2,000 


1,885 


1,887 


1,521 


7,349 


3,617 




37,631 




3,274 


365,623 








400 


50 


50 




6,008 


178 




2,540 


00-2 




44,084 








900 


5,G0C 


5,580 


1,040 


16,009 


4,783 




13,40'2 




3,665 


153,452 








800 


229 


229 




004 








0,080 




106,114 








500 


780 


780 


240 


4,356 


1,067 




5,83-2 




ks 


73,9'>3 








COO 


1,073 


1,770 




3,053 


1,304 




5,300 




969 


93,875 








700 


3,453 


3,313 


297 


7,557 


5,129 




11,190 




4; 789 


122,708 








800 


2,387 


2,387 


2,430 


22,5.19 


963 




5,408 


310 




163,070 


Skiblierecu 






800 


291 


291 


395 


1,532 


10 




5,74G 


1,411 




98,255 


Co\in(y Kany. 
































400 


73 


73 


NoBelurn 


120 




106 


1,070 














500 


c;j5 


789 


1,242 


3,001 


284 




1,277 


1,701 




24,0s9 








800 


1 ,813 


1,843 


No Returu 


10,907 




500 


6,377 


2,660 




85,828 


liillaiiiY • 






700 


2C4 


280 


355 


472 


292 




4,833 


1,393 




97,558 


Trolos . . 






1,000 


4,022 


.1,099 


634 


9,051 


4,779 




13,206 






113,854 


County of Limfrich 
































800 


4,797 


5, '267 


.1,898 


11,402 


1,802 




10,301 




262 


177,880 








1,000 


3,979 


2,0.18 


4,3K4 


34,057 




1,136 


19,275 














550 


3, 143 


3,004 


2,743 


11,801 


l,i40 




8,211 


3,700 






Rathkeale 






CCO 


2,160 


2,098 


738 


13,313 


2,503 




8,0-25 






133,317 


County of Tlpi'emri/. 




























500 


2,320 


2,21C 


],C40 


0,560 


823 




5,658 














700 


2,233 


1,951 


1,310 


15,092 


1,332 




7,004 














500 


2,087 


2,087 


891 


5,274 


1,801 




4,312 














COO 


2,173 


2,174 


491 


5,218 


5,329 




14,574 














1,000 


4,824 


4,121 


2,000 


10,939 


1,906 




11,179 














700 


744 


7.30 


707 


14,254 




35 


0,375 














700 


1,033 


1,035 


874 


17,947 


92 




5,003 


935 






Tippemrv . 






700 


2,453 


2,492 


1,293 


14,104 


4,790 




12,697 








County of TValerforJ. 
























....... 








2,352 


2,.351 


047 


8,210 


4.490 




7,340 
















i,.ir.7 


1,306 


924 


6,365 


378 




3,368 






64,583 


Watetforil 






900 


1,7C8 


1,777 


SIS 


7,514 


1,307 




7,640 








Total of 




20,210 


65,C2C 


03,764 


37,781 


339,738 


56,265 


2,038 


277,507 


42,171 


30,008 


3,777,103 



PROVINCE OP LEINSTER. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS, 

Financial Return, November, 1847 — continued. 



I'ROVINCK OF LEINSTER— contiime(/. 



Name oE Unions. 


No. 

Unuse 


Amount of 
Poor Rato 
collected 
durin); the 
Montii of 
November. 


Ainoiiiit 
ludj^eil 
with the 
Treasurer 
during the 


Amotiut 

disbursed 


Amount 
of Rate 
remaining 
uncollected 


Balance at foot of tho 
Treasurer’s Account 
at tho close of 
the Month. 


Amount of 
Poor Rate 
nollecleil 
in thu Niue 


1 Net 
{ Amount 
Ilf Debts on 
30lli Nov., 
dcduufiug 
thu 


Not 

Amount 

to crudit of 
Unions un 
3(lth Nov., 


Net 
Annual 
Vidue of 
Property 
i;Ueilinii]i) 
Union. 




cuutain. 


including 
other Rates 

Poor Rate. 


during the 
Sluiith. 


of the 
Month. 


In favour 
of tho 
Guardians. 


Against 

thu 

Guardians. 


ended 3UI1i 
November. 


nulutiuu in 
Treasiiror’s 
hands, if 


deducting 

Annount of 
Liiiliiiities. 


Cot. 1 


3 


3 


4 


5 


e 


T 


8 


1) 


1 


11 


12 


County of Longford. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


c. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Gi'inart! .... 


600 


532 


a-io 


585 


2,012 


41 




1,731 


»1,005 




87,309 


Lon^’furJ .... 


1,000 


1,213 


1,315 1 


1,380 


6,856 




906 


6,036 


2,505 




124,496 


County ot Louth. 
























Ardee ..... 


600 


2,627 


2,627 ' 


1,569 


5'3,5I2 


1,088 1 




7,755 


•1,144 






Urosheda .... 


800 


97-2 


072 


1,018 


6,923 


832 




7,703 


890 




136,604 


Duudalk , ■ . . . 


800 


385 


492 


357 


3,520 


423 




5,387 


226 




106,080 


Couuty ot Meath. 
























Dunshaughlin . . 


400 


783 


733 


793 


1,494 


1,241 




4,900 




740 


113,486 




000 


2,051 


2,023 


2,026 


5,802 


321 




.1,107 


1,544 




123,339 


NavHH ..... 


500 


400 


473 


450 


470 




338 


3,264 


1,508 




501,527 


Oldcastlu .... 


COO 




3,507 


1,322 


3,727 


3,167 




8,4;>1 






Trim 


500 


1.262 


1,397 


442 


1,126 


2,292 




4,100 




1,655 


100,634 


Queen's County. 
























Alibeyluix .... 


500 


1,243 


1,169 


1,180 


5,926 


9 






1,946 






Mouutmellick . . . 


800 


3,067 


2,067 


1,017 


8,888 


78 




7,431 


145 




89,914 


County Ilf ircstnieotA. 
























Athlone .... 


900 


458 


458 


423 


2,662 




759 










Uidliiigar .... 


800 


510 


512 


306 


2,304 


l,i07 




6,250 




iu5 


190,944 


Coimtj' of Watford. 
























FnniscortUy . , . 


600 


3,088 


2,029 


1,075 


14,856 


300 




4,963 


•2,600 




126,921 




500 


iOO 


400 


662 


1,053 


673 












New Ross .... 


900 


2,613 


2,632 


1,325 


14,358 


1,615 






704 






esford .... 


600 


1,246 


1,345 


832 


13,210 


644 




5,661 


6.1 


113,714 


County of Wicklow. 
























Ttnlfiu)rlass . . . 


500 


713 


327 


420 


2,913 














Rathdruin .... 


600 


591 


591 


480 


2,699 










1,218 




ShUIeiugh .... 


<100 


659 


659 


No Return. 


3,879 




1,079 


1,029 


1,551 


64,485 


Total of Leinster . 


24,850 


45,415 


46,402 


36,181 


230,392 


32,641 


4,154 


223,640 


39,008 


14,254 


.1,024,542 



PROVINCE OP CONNAUGHT. 



Counly of Galway. 
























jUallinaslee 
Clifden 
Galway . 
Gort . . 
Lciughrca . 




1,000 

300 

1,000 

500 

800 

800 


2,566 

300 

166 

670 

242 

949 


2,416- 

300 

105 

647 

259 

948 


1,182 

315 

[153 

691 

245 


20,025 

2,411 

13,803 

1,427 

586 

3,778 


2,079 

80 

3 

47 

230 




8,588 
635 
1,993 
2,491 
3, ,347 
3,022 


7.35 

7,492 

2,948 

1,135 

3,974 


1,088 


151,664 

•22,42<t 

100,777 

53,037 

91,007 

86,236 


County of Leitrim. 
























Cartielc-on-Shaanon . 
Maiiorhnmilion . . 

Mohill 


800 

500 

700 


18 

22 

134 


18 

27 

159 


No Return 
’i36 


3,025 

5,337 

1,326 


13 

”42 


*424 


1,313 

1,215 

1,786 


4,283 

2,542 

2,443 




61,450 

47,284 

57,778 


■ County of Mayo. 
























Ballitia 
Ballinrobe 
Castlebar . 
Swicefotd . 
Westport . 


; ; 


1,200 

800 

700 

700 

1,000 


1,285 

151 

516 

209 


1,507 

151 

430 

234 

150 


1,345 

*430 

306 

146 


11,146 

12,384 

9,430 

2,490 

8,386 


162 

" 6 
4 


1^455 


2,838 

151 

516 

995 

192 


2,438 
•2,536 
*4, 740 
1,338 
•3,857 




95,774 

85,217 

50,981 

46,016 

38,876 


County of Hoscommon. 
























Boyle' . . 
Cosflerea . 
Jloii common 




700 

1,000 

900 


492 

1,424 

115 


427 

1,424 

132 


103 

1,339 

144 


2,577 

14,511 

1,824 


"38 


329 

41 


2,519 

3,492 

3,187 


3,359 

4,343 

6,221 




81,408 

114,349 

85,873 


County of SHge. 
























Shgo . . 


* ‘ 


1,000 


2,318 


2,318 


2,267 


29,312 


52 




5,313 


6,326 




142,030 


Total of Connaught 


14,600 


11,577 


11,712 


9,684 


148,668 


3,772 


2,249 


43,593 


60,710 


1,088 


1,465,643 



* KktimateU by last month’s Return. 
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SUMMARY. 



Name of Unions. 


No. 

built to 
contain. 


Amount of 
1 Poor Rate 
j collected 
1 during tho 
1 Motrth of 
1 Novomber. 


Amount 
lodged 
with the 
Treasurer 
during the 
Month, 
including 
ether Hates 
than 

Poor Hate. 


Amount 
disbursed 
by tlie 
Treasurer 
during the 
Month. 


Amount 
of Rat(3 
remaining 
uncollected 


Balaucc at foot of the 
Treasurer’s Account 
at the close of 
the Mnnih. 


Amount of 
Poor Rate 
collected 
in the Nine 
Months 
ended 30th 
November. 


Net i 
Amount 
of Debts on 
30th Nov., 
dednetiug 
tbe 

Balance in 
Treusiirer's 
hands, if 


Net 

Amount 
remaining 
to credit of 
Unions on 
30lh Nov , 
deducting 
the 

Amount of 
Liabilities. 


Net 
Annual 
Value of 
1 Property 
jralO'l in tho 


of the 
Mouth. 


In favour 
of the 
Guardians. 


Against 

the 

Guardians. 


Col. 1 


2 ' 


3 


•4 


0 


0 


T 


8 


0 






12 




fl7iir»»tfr .... 

Connausht . • 

Tofnl of Ireland . 
Total for previousl 
Mouth . . . 1 


28,200 ' 
26,210 
34,650 
14,800 


£. 

20,066 

85,020 

45,415 

11,577 


£. 

39,214 

63,764 

46,402 

11,712 


£. 

. 17,661 
37,781 
36,181 
9,681 


£. 

143,720 

339,738 

230,392 

143,808 


£. 

14,215 

56,265 

32,641 

2,77-2 


£. 

7,838 

2,038 

4,134 

2,249 


£. 

155,140 

277.507 

223,648 

43,593 


£. 

40,664 

42,171 

39,908 

60,710 


£. 

6,360 

30,063 

14,234 

1,088 


i £. 
3,320,133 
3,777,103 
4,624,542 
1 1,465,6-13 


03,860 


151,084 

121,255 


131,092 

129,013 


101,307 

90,507 


859,718 

864,019 


105,893 

64,444 


10,879 

26,872 


699,866 

426,949 


183,453 

215,361 


51,770 

31,588 


13,187,421 



£. a. d. 

Amount of poor-rate coliectE<l <Iiiiing the month of Novmljur 151,084 0 I) 

Amount Indgud ^rith the triMisurers (hiring the mnnth, including other receipts than rate . . . • lal,092 0 0 

Amount dUhursed by the treasurers during the inomh 101,307 0 0 

Amount of rale rvniainiiig uncollected at the clusu of the month ........... 859,716 0 0 

Daluncc at foot of the treasurers' accounts, at the close of the month, in favour of 100 Unions . . • 105,693 0 0 

lliiluncti at foot of the treasurers' accounts, at the close of the month, against 20 Unions ■ • . . • 10,879 0 0 

Salance at foot of the treasurers' accounts, at the close of the month, 1 Union no bolance .... . . 



£. a. 

Tlie number of Unions in which the debts of the Guardians to eoniraciars, treasurers, nr others (exclusive of all loans obtained from Govern- 
meut, or from private parlies, simply fur building purposes), uu the SOih November, exceeded tbc amount of money in the treasurer.’ 
hands, was 91 ; and thu net amount of the debts of those Unions, deduetiug the money in their treuaiirera’ hands was .... 183,453 () 

The mimher of Unions in which the debts of tbe guardians lo contraclurs, treasurers, or others (exclusive of all loans obtaiaed from Govern- 
ment, or from privatu parties simjjly for building purposes), on the 31si October, exceeded tbe omonnt of money in thetroosurers’ hanils. 

Mas 105 ; aitd tbe tret anroiint of the debts of those Unions, deducting lire money in the treasurers’ hands, was 215,381 0 

The rrnmber of Unions in which lire moi cy in the Itciisiitera’ hands on the 30l!i November, exceeded the debts of the guardioirs was 39; 

ond tlie net amourrt reruuiniog in the hattda of the treaMo ers of those L'nioita, diducting the debts, was 51,770 0 

The mnnbi r of Unions in wbicb the money tnllietroeswcrs’ IrtindB on tbe 31st October, exceeded tho debts of tbe giiardions wos 20; aud 

the net amount renmining in ihu linrids of the treasurers of Ihuse Unions, deducting the debts, was 31 ,583 0 

Tire cnireut expenses of the moirihs of November were about • 83,672 0 

or £88,012 loss than the iimotmt of poor-rate colleclcd during Ihenroitth. 

Thecurrent exponsos of the nuitrtli of Octol er wore , . 87,170 0 

(tr £54,085 less than the amount of puor-ratu collected duriirg the munih. 

Tbc current expenses of the month of be|itember were about 83,398 0 

or £9,962 more tharr the omourrt of poor-rate collected during the mouth. 
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